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With the emergence of popular culture phenomena such as reality television, blogging, and social networking sites, it is
important to examine the representation of Black women and the potential implications of those images, messages, and
roles. Black Women and Popular Culture: The Conversation Continues provides such a comprehensive analysis. Using
an array of theoretical frameworks and methodologies, this collection features cutting edge research from scholars
interested in the relationship among media, society, perceptions, and Black women. The uniqueness of this book is that it
serves as a compilation of “hot topics” including ABC’s Scandal, Beyoncé’s Visual Album, and Oprah’s Instagram
page. Other themes have roots in reality television, film, and hip hop, as well as issues of gender politics, domestic
violence, and colorism. The discussion also extends to the presentation and inclusion of Black women in advertising,
print, and digital media.
In 1920 W.E.B. Du Bois cited the damnation of women as linked to the devaluation of motherhood. This dilemma, he
argues, had a crushing blow on Black women as they were forced into slavery. Black womanhood, portrayed as
hypersexual by nature, became an enduring stereotype which did not coincide with the dignity of mother and wife. This
portrayal continues to reinforce negative stereotypes of Black women in the media today. This book highlights how Black
women have been negatively portrayed in the media, focusing on the export nature of media and its ability to convey
notions of Blackness to the public. It argues that media such as rap music videos, television dramas, reality television
shows, and newscasts create and affect expectations of Black women. Exploring the role that racism, misogyny and
media play in the representation of Black womanhood, it provides a foundation for challenging contemporary media’s
portrayal of Black women.
This book explores the written and unwritten requirements Black journalists face in their efforts to get and keep jobs in
television news. Informed by interviews with journalists themselves, Lewis examines how raced Black journalists and
their journalism organizations process their circumstances and choose to respond to the corporate and institutional
constraints they face. She uncovers the social construction and attempted control of "Blackness" in news production and
its subversion by Black journalists negotiating issues of objectivity, authority, voice, and appearance along sites of
multiple differences of race, gender, and sexuality.
For over a decade, Tyler Perry has been a lightning rod for both criticism and praise. To some he is most widely known
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for his drag performances as Madea, a self-proclaimed "mad black woman," not afraid to brandish a gun or a scalding pot
of grits. But to others who watch the film industry, he is the businessman who by age thirty-six had sold more than $100
million in tickets, $30 million in videos, $20 million in merchandise, and was producing 300 projects each year viewed by
35,000 every week. Is the commercially successful African American actor, director, screenwriter, playwright, and
producer "malt liquor for the masses," an "embarrassment to the race!," or is he a genius who has directed the most
culturally significant American melodramas since Douglas Sirk? Are his films and television shows even melodramas, or
are they conservative Christian diatribes, cheeky camp, or social satires? Do Perry's flattened narratives and character
tropes irresponsibly collapse important social discourses into one-dimensional tales that affirm the notion of a "postracial" society? In light of these debates, From Madea to Media Mogul makes the argument that Tyler Perry must be
understood as a figure at the nexus of converging factors, cultural events, and historical traditions. Contributors
demonstrate how a critical engagement with Perry's work and media practices highlights a need for studies to grapple
with developing theories and methods on disreputable media. These essays challenge value-judgment criticisms and
offer new insights on the industrial and formal qualities of Perry's work.
One of the most popular shows to come out of Shondaland, Shonda Rhimes’s production company, is ABC’s political
drama Scandal (2012–18)—a series whose tremendous success and marketing savvy led LA Times critic Mary
McNamara to hail it as "the show that Twitter built" and Time magazine to name its protagonist as one of the most
influential fictional characters of 2013. The series portrays a fictional Washington, DC, and features a diverse group of
characters, racially and otherwise, who gather around the show’s antiheroine, Olivia Pope, a powerful crisis manager
who happens to have an extramarital affair with the president of the United States. For seven seasons, audiences
learned a great deal about Olivia and those interwoven in her complex world of politics and drama, including her team of
"gladiators in suits," with whom she manages the crises of Washington’s political elite. This volume, named for both
Olivia’s team and the show’s fans, analyzes the communication, politics, stereotypes, and genre techniques featured in
the television series while raising key questions about the intersections of race, gender, sexuality, and viewing
audiences. The essays range from critical looks at various members of Scandal’s ensemble, to in-depth analyses of the
show’s central themes, to audience reception studies via interviews and social media analysis. Additionally, the volume
contributes to research on femininity, masculinity, and representations of black womanhood on television. Ultimately, this
collection offers original and timely perspectives on what was one of America’s most "scandalous" prime-time network
television series.
This book fills a significant gap in the critical conversation on race in media by extending interrogations of racial
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colorblindness in American television to the industrial practices that shape what we see on screen. Specifically, it frames
the practice of colorblind casting as a potent lens for examining the interdependence of 21st century post-racial politics
and popular culture. Applying a ‘production as culture’ approach to a series of casting case studies from American
primetime dramatic television, including ABC’s Grey’s Anatomy and The CW’s The Vampire Diaries, Kristen Warner
complicates our understanding of the cultural processes that inform casting and expounds the aesthetic and pragmatic
industrial viewpoints that perpetuate limiting or downright exclusionary hiring norms. She also examines the material
effects of actors of color who knowingly participate in this system and justify their limited roles as a consequence of
employment, and finally speculates on what alternatives, if any, are available to correct these practices. Warner’s
insights are a valuable addition to scholarship in media industry studies, critical race theory, ethnic studies, and audience
reception, and will also appeal to those with a general interest in race in popular culture.
Branding Black Womanhood: Media Citizenship from Black Power to Black Girl Magic examines how corporate brands
and media companies appropriated Black women's empowerment as a business enterprise. Beginning with the
emergence of Essence magazine and continuing into the 2010s, Timeka N. Tounsel considers the affordances and
limitations of media visibility and corporate attention.
Winner of the National Communication Association's 2018 Diamond Anniversary Book Award With the exception of slave
narratives, there are few stories of black international migration in U.S. news and popular culture. This book is interested
in stratified immigrant experiences, diverse black experiences, and the intersection of black and immigrant identities.
Citizenship as it is commonly understood today in the public sphere is a legal issue, yet scholars have done much to
move beyond this popular view and situate citizenship in the context of economic, social, and political positioning. The
book shows that citizenship in all of its forms is often rhetorically, representationally, and legally negated by blackness
and considers the ways that blackness, and representations of blackness, impact one’s ability to travel across national
and social borders and become a citizen. This book is a story of citizenship and the ways that race, gender, and class
shape national belonging, with Haiti, Cuba, and the United States as the primary sites of examination.
“In her long and extraordinary career, Cicely Tyson has not only succeeded as an actor, she has shaped the course of
history.” –President Barack Obama, 2016 Presidential Medal of Freedom ceremony “Just as I Am is my truth. It is me,
plain and unvarnished, with the glitter and garland set aside. In these pages, I am indeed Cicely, the actress who has
been blessed to grace the stage and screen for six decades. Yet I am also the church girl who once rarely spoke a word.
I am the teenager who sought solace in the verses of the old hymn for which this book is named. I am a daughter and a
mother, a sister and a friend. I am an observer of human nature and the dreamer of audacious dreams. I am a woman
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who has hurt as immeasurably as I have loved, a child of God divinely guided by his hand. And here in my ninth decade,
I am a woman who, at long last, has something meaningful to say.” –Cicely Tyson
David and Tamela Mann have been married for 30 years, but the singers, actors, and entrepreneurs are just as, if not
more than, happily in love as they were in the early days of their relationship. In their new book, the couple will relate the
story of their first encounters as teenagers, the importance of communication, and how they’ve been able to keep that
spark burning through all these years. The Mann's have delighted and inspired audiences through music, a string of
plays and movies, as well as several television series—Meet the Browns, The Mann's, and Mann & Wife. They’ll share
about their often hilarious and sometimes controversial interactions with each other, their blended family of five grown
children and eight grandchildren, and how these relationships enrich their lives. Given their recording careers, touring,
filming, and managing an outrageous family, The Mann's will share with readers the day-to-day challenges, successes,
and joys that happen behind the scenes.
Tyler Perry has made over half a billion dollars through the development of storylines about black women, black
communities and black religion. Yet, a text that responds to his efforts from the perspective of these groups does not
exist.
This volume gathers scholarship from varying disciplinary perspectives to explore media owned or created by members
of the African diaspora, examine its relationship with diasporic audiences, and consider its impact on mainstream culture
in general. Contributors highlight creations and contributions of people of the African diaspora, the interconnections of
Black American and African-centered media, and the experiences of audiences and users across the African diaspora,
positioning members of the Black and African Diaspora as subjects of their own narratives, active participants and
creators. In so doing, this volume addresses issues of identity, culture, audiences, and global influence.
This collection of essays examines the ways that entertainment and media are created and consumed in conjunction with
gender stereotypes, by examining the diverse ways that women are confronting these stereotypes.
A distinguished Stanford law professor examines the steep decline in marriage rates among the African American middle
class, and offers a paradoxical-nearly incendiary-solution. Black women are three times as likely as white women to
never marry. That sobering statistic reflects a broader reality: African Americans are the most unmarried people in our
nation, and contrary to public perception the racial gap in marriage is not confined to women or the poor. Black men,
particularly the most successful and affluent, are less likely to marry than their white counterparts. College educated
black women are twice as likely as their white peers never to marry. Is Marriage for White People? is the first book to
illuminate the many facets of the African American marriage decline and its implications for American society. The book
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explains the social and economic forces that have undermined marriage for African Americans and that shape
everyone's lives. It distills the best available research to trace the black marriage decline's far reaching consequences,
including the disproportionate likelihood of abortion, sexually transmitted diseases, single parenthood, same sex
relationships, polygamous relationships, and celibacy among black women. This book centers on the experiences not of
men or of the poor but of those black women who have surged ahead, even as black men have fallen behind. Theirs is a
story that has not been told. Empirical evidence documents its social significance, but its meaning emerges through
stories drawn from the lives of women across the nation. Is Marriage for White People? frames the stark predicament that
millions of black women now face: marry down or marry out. At the core of the inquiry is a paradox substantiated by
evidence and experience alike: If more black women married white men, then more black men and women would marry
each other. This book not only sits at the intersection of two large and well- established markets-race and marriage-it
responds to yearnings that are widespread and deep in American society. The African American marriage decline is a
secret in plain view about which people want to know more, intertwining as it does two of the most vexing issues in
contemporary society. The fact that the most prominent family in our nation is now an African American couple only
intensifies the interest, and the market. A book that entertains as it informs, Is Marriage for White People? will be the
definitive guide to one of the most monumental social developments of the past half century.
A career-spanning volume, Tyler Perry: Interviews collects sixteen interviews, ranging from the early 2000s to 2018.
Once a destitute and struggling playwright, Tyler Perry (b. 1969) is now a multimedia phenomenon and one of the most
lucrative auteurs in Hollywood. Known for his unwavering and audacious rhetorical style, Perry has produced an
impressive body of work by rejecting Hollywood’s procedures and following his personal template. Featuring mostly
African American actors and centering primarily on women, Perry’s films lace drama and comedy with Christianity.
Despite the skepticism of Hollywood executives who claimed that church-going black people do not go to the movies,
Perry achieved critical success with the release of his first film, Diary of a Mad Black Woman, which became the US’s
highest-grossing movie of 2005. With his movies, Perry has discovered an untapped audience for the stories he has to
offer—stories about adversity, faith, family, and redemption. Critics, including African American filmmaker Spike Lee, have
censured Perry’s work for being repetitive and reinforcing negative stereotypes that have long plagued the African
American community. Supporters, however, praise Perry for creating films that allow his audience to see themselves
onscreen. Regardless of how his films are received, Perry’s accomplishments—establishing the Tyler Perry brand,
building one of the largest movie studios in the country, employing more African Americans in front of and behind the
camera than any other studio, and creating cinematic content for audiences other filmmakers have ignored—undeniably
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establish him as one of the most powerful multimedia moguls in the country.
Tyler Perry has become a significant figure in media due to his undeniable box office success led by his character Madea
and popular TV sitcoms House of Payne and Meet the Browns. Perry built a multimedia empire based largely on his
popularity among African American viewers and has become a prominent and dominant cultural storyteller. Along with
Perry’s success has come scrutiny by some social critics and Hollywood well-knowns, like Spike Lee, who have started
to deconstruct the images in Perry’s films and TV shows suggesting, as Lee did, that Perry has used his power to
advance stereotypical depictions of African Americans. The book provides a rich and thorough overview of Tyler Perry’s
media works. In so doing, contributors represent and approach their analyses of Perry’s work from a variety of
theoretical and methodological angles. The main themes explored in the volume include the representation of (a) Black
authenticity and cultural production, (b) class, religion, and spirituality, (c) gender and sexuality, and (d) Black love,
romance, and family. Perry’s critical acclaim is also explored.
With multi-disciplinary and accessible essays that span the expanding spectrum of aging and related stereotypes as our
population gets older, this book offers a broad range of readers new ways to understand, perceive, and think about
aging.
An increasing segment of the population is being reported to have some disability. Adding to this changing demography
of the modern world is an almost explosive growth of ageing populations. These functionally impaired people navigate
their way in a world which has specifically designed values obtained from a 35-year old male, which has a number of
social consequences. The international contributors to this volume address a range of subject areas with accompanying
functional impairments and provide some proven and possible solutions. Regardless of origin of the impairment,
rehabilitation endeavours to restore the function to normal or as close to normal as can be expected. On the other hand,
ergonomics enhances the functional capacity of people by optimizing the fit between the person and the object process.
Therefore, a blend of these two disciplines will allow the development of strategies to enhance and optimize the
functional ability of subnormal groups. This text covers: ageing; visual impairment; chronic heart disease;
musculoskeletal disorders; vocational rehabilitation; mobility and clothing for the disabled. In addition it covers the areas
of gait, slip, trips and falls, anthropometry and assistive technology.
This book compiles the contributions of mental health professionals, and scholars of humanities, to offer a multifaceted
perspective on the transgenerational trauma of slavery, the hardship of single parent families, the ruthlessness of antiblack racism, and the burden of poverty and social disenfranchisement on the African American individual.
This book offers a thorough analysis of how romantic love between Black men and women (referred to here as Black
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Love) is portrayed in Hollywood films, specifically from the perspective of Black female filmmakers. Using historical and
contemporary images of Black female representation in the media as a foundation, the main themes of this text focus on
the male gazes’ influence on Hollywood narratives, the necessity for the Black female perspective in Hollywood, and that
perspective’s influence on ideologies and narratives.
This revolutionary, award-winning play by a lauded playwright and poet is a fearless portrayal of the experiences of
women of color—“extraordinary and wonderful…that anyone can relate to” (The New York Times) and continues to move
and resonate with readers today more than ever. From its inception in California in 1974 to its highly acclaimed critical
success at Joseph Papp's Public Theater and on Broadway, the Obie Award-winning for colored girls who have
considered suicide/when the rainbow is enuf has excited, inspired, and transformed audiences all over the country.
Passionate and fearless, Shange's words reveal what it is to be of color and female in the twentieth century. First
published in 1975 when it was praised by The New Yorker for "encompassing...every feeling and experience a woman
has ever had," for colored girls who have considered suicide/when the rainbow is enuf will be read and performed for
generations to come. Here is the complete text, with stage directions, of a groundbreaking dramatic prose poem written
in vivid and powerful language that resonates with unusual beauty in its fierce message to the world.
Tyler Perry is the most successful African-American filmmaker of his generation, garnering both accolades and
controversies with each new film. In Tyler Perry’s America, Shayne Lee digs into eleven of Perry’s highest-grossing
films to explore key themes of race, gender, class, and religion, and, ultimately, to discuss what Perry’s films reveal
about contemporary African-American life. Filled with slapstick humor, musical wizardry, and religious imagery, Tyler
Perry’s films have inspired legions of fans, and yet critics often dismiss them or demean their audience. Tyler Perry’s
America takes the films seriously in their own right. After providing essential background information on Perry’s life and
film career, the book looks at what the films reveal about post–civil rights America and why they inspire so many people.
The book examines the way the films explore social class in America—featuring characters from super-rich Wesley Deeds
to homeless Lindsey Wakefield—and the way Perry both celebrates upward mobility and critiques soulless wealth. The
book discusses the way religion fills the films—from gospel music to biblical quotes, the power of sexuality, and more. Lee
also devotes a chapter to Madea, one of Perry’s most controversial and complicated characters. Tyler Perry’s America
is a thought-provoking examination of this powerhouse filmmaker which highlights the way Perry’s films appeal to
viewers by connecting a rich African-American folk-cultural past with the promise of modern sophistication.
This volume explores and clarifies the complex intersection of race and media in the contemporary United States. Due to
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racial" society), as well as the changing dynamics of the media itself ("new vs. old" media debates), an interrogation of
the role of the media and its various institutions within this area of social inquiry is necessary. Contributors contend that
race in the United States is dynamic, connected to social, economic, and political structures which are continually altering
themselves. The book seeks to highlight the contested space that the media provides for changing dimensions of race,
examining the ways that various representations can both hinder or promote positive racial views, considering media in
relation to other institutions, and moving beyond thinking of media as a passive and singular institution.
He felt suddenly as if a siren’s song were calling to him from across the sea, from an enchanted land, an island kingdom
named England. He had always pictured England as a magical fairy tale realm, ever since his childhood when he had
first read the legends of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table. Magic existed in the thought of England’s green
hills, in the names of Windsor Castle, Stonehenge, and the Tower of London. It was one of the few lands still ruled by a
monarch, perhaps a land where fairy tales might still come true. Maybe even a place where he might at last find a father.
All his life, Adam Morgan has sought his true identity and the father he never knew. When multiple coincidences lead him
to England, he will not only find his father, but mutual love with a woman he can never have, and a family legacy he
never imagined possible. Among England’s green hills and crumbling castles, Adam’s intuition awakens, and when a
mysterious stranger appears with a tale of Britain’s past, Adam discovers forces may be at work to bring about the return
of a king.
This expansive three-volume set investigates racial representation in film, providing an authoritative cross-section of the most
racially significant films, actors, directors, and movements in American cinematic history. • Views the films via a historical
approach in which every subject is considered both through a contemporary lens and in terms of the time of its production and
initial reception • Provides up-to-date information on recent movies such as Selma (2014), The Fast and The Furious
(2001–2015), 12 Years a Slave (2013), Django Unchained (2012), and Lone Survivor (2013) • Provides readers with the
information and background necessary to form informed views about racial representation in film—still an important "hot-button"
subject today • Edited by top scholars in the field, Daniel Bernardi and Michael Green, and contains entries by other important
experts, such as Andrew Gordon and Priscilla Ovalle
This specially commissioned volume of essays offers a refreshing and unusual perspective on classic novels from the American
literary canon. Accessible to students, scholars and the interested reader, this engaging collection explores familiar novels through
unfamiliar lenses and, in so doing, sheds light on surprising and previously overlooked aspects of each text. Reading America
presents a new approach to American literature by showcasing a cross-section of recent research into previously un-tapped areas
of interest. Each chapter attempts to re-read classic American texts using new or unorthodox theoretical frameworks, including
such diverse topics as an Emersonian reading of Don DeLillo, decoding Thomas Pynchon with eco-criticism and understanding
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Paul Auster’s New York Trilogy by exploring the graphic novel version of “City of Glass”. Other authors explored in this way
include Henry James, Truman Capote, Ralph Ellison, Toni Morrison, Joyce Carol Oates and F. Scott Fitzgerald. This type of
approach widens the reader’s knowledge of each well-known text and encourages new critical evaluations of contemporary
American literature. The collection moves through six large topic areas, from Naturalism and an idea of the “Great American
Novel” at the end of the nineteenth century, through politics, sexuality, language and nature, to a contemporary engagement with
postmodernism. Each essay deals with its own particular subject and author, but the full impact of each on the notion of the
“American novel” as a phenomenon can only be understood when read in conjunction with the others. Of interest to both
undergraduate and postgraduate students, Reading America would be a valuable asset to any American Studies or American
Literature degree course, and a useful companion to American History or Politics courses. The volume will also attract strong
interest from established academics, especially those researching the fields of literature, critical theory, cultural history and politics.
On October 28th 1890 the great wall of the Barsdon Dam gave way, and the Eagle Star reservoir buried the small Arizona town of
Jackson Hope under forty feet of water. Men, women and children perished in the devastating flood, nobody survived. For over a
hundred years the town lay forgotten at the bottom of a vast lake, but it has been a particularly harsh summer in Arizona, and the
town is starting to emerge. Experts will come and survey the land, hoping to prospect for a bright and lucrative new project, but
they will get more than they bargained for. Bit by bit they will uncover the truth behind the disaster which wiped a small farming
community off the map, and as they do they will learn with devastating consequencies that some secrets should stay buried
forever.
Shifting understandings and ongoing conversations about race, celebrity, and protest in the twenty-first century call for a closer
examination of the evolution of dissent by black celebrities and their reception in the public sphere. This book focuses on the way
the mainstream and black press have covered cases of controversial political dissent by African American celebrities from Paul
Robeson to Kanye West. Jackson considers the following questions: 1) What unique agency is available to celebrities with
racialized identities to present critiques of American culture? 2) How have journalists in both the mainstream and black press
limited or facilitated this agency through framing? What does this say about the varying role of journalism in American racial
politics? 3) How have framing trends regarding these figures shifted from the mid-twentieth century to the twenty-first century?
Through a series of case studies that also includes Eartha Kitt, Sister Souljah, and Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf, Jackson illustrates the
shifting public narratives and historical moments that both limit and enable African American celebrities in the wake of making
public politicized statements that critique the accepted racial, economic, and military systems in the United States.
Can a boy be “trapped” in a girl’s body? Can modern medicine “reassign” sex? Is our sex “assigned” to us in the first place?
What is the most loving response to a person experiencing a conflicted sense of gender? What should our law say on matters of
“gender identity”? When Harry Became Sally provides thoughtful answers to questions arising from our transgender moment.
Drawing on the best insights from biology, psychology, and philosophy, Ryan Anderson offers a nuanced view of human
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embodiment, a balanced approach to public policy on gender identity, and a sober assessment of the human costs of getting
human nature wrong. This book exposes the contrast between the media’s sunny depiction of gender fluidity and the often sad
reality of living with gender dysphoria. It gives a voice to people who tried to “transition” by changing their bodies, and found
themselves no better off. Especially troubling are the stories told by adults who were encouraged to transition as children but later
regretted subjecting themselves to those drastic procedures. As Anderson shows, the most beneficial therapies focus on helping
people accept themselves and live in harmony with their bodies. This understanding is vital for parents with children in schools
where counselors may steer a child toward transitioning behind their backs. Everyone has something at stake in the controversies
over transgender ideology, when misguided “antidiscrimination” policies allow biological men into women’s restrooms and
penalize Americans who hold to the truth about human nature. Anderson offers a strategy for pushing back with principle and
prudence, compassion and grace.
Introduction: independents change the channel -- Developing open tv: innovation for the open network, 1995-2005 -- Open tv
production: revaluing creative labor -- Open tv representation: reforming cultural politics -- Open tv distribution: struggling for an
independent market -- Scaling open tv: the challenges of big data television -- Epilogue: open tv and the future of the networked
era
A New Statesman essential non-fiction book of 2021 Why are there so many examples of public figures, entertainers, and normal,
everyday people in blackface? And why aren't there as many examples of people of color in whiteface? This book explains what
blackface is, why it occurred, and what its legacies are in the 21st century. There is a filthy and vile thread-sometimes it's tied into
a noose-that connects the first performances of blackness on English stages, the birth of blackface minstrelsy, contemporary
performances of blackness, and anti-black racism. Blackface examines that history and provides hope for a future with new
performance paradigms. Object Lessons is published in partnership with an essay series in The Atlantic.
A revealing look at the pleasure we get from hating figures like politicians, celebrities, and TV characters, showcased in
approaches that explore snark, hate-watching, and trolling The work of a fan takes many forms: following a favorite celebrity on
Instagram, writing steamy fan fiction fantasies, attending meet-and-greets, and creating fan art as homages to adored characters.
While fandom that manifests as feelings of like and love are commonly understood, examined less frequently are the equally
intense, but opposite feelings of dislike and hatred. Disinterest. Disgust. Hate. This is anti-fandom. It is visible in many of the same
spaces where you see fandom: in the long lines at ComicCon, in our politics, and in numerous online forums like Twitter, Tumblr,
Reddit, and the ever dreaded comments section. This is where fans and fandoms debate and discipline. This is where we love to
hate. Anti-Fandom,a collection of 15 original and innovative essays, provides a framework for future study through theoretical and
methodological exemplars that examine anti-fandom in the contemporary digital environment through gender, generation,
sexuality, race, taste, authenticity, nationality, celebrity, and more. From hatewatching Girls and Here Comes Honey Boo Boo to
trolling celebrities and their characters on Twitter, these chapters ground the emerging area of anti-fan studies with a productive
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foundation. The book demonstrates the importance of constructing a complex knowledge of emotion and media in fan studies. Its
focus on the pleasures, performances, and practices that constitute anti-fandom will generate new perspectives for understanding
the impact of hate on our identities, relationships, and communities.
Feminist Theory and Pop Culture (Second Edition) examines the theoretical and gendered nature of media, society, gender, and culture
through a multi-disciplinary lens.Through a conversation of popular content, the text presents a varied perspective on the ways feminist
theory is present in society.
Joe Perry’s New York Times bestselling memoir of life in the rock-and-roll band Aerosmith: “An insightful and harrowing roller coaster ride
through the career of one of rock and roll’s greatest guitarists. Strap yourself in” (Slash). Before the platinum records or the Super Bowl halftime show or the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Joe Perry was a boy growing up in small-town Massachusetts. He idolized Jacques Cousteau
and built his own diving rig that he used to explore a local lake. He dreamed of becoming a marine biologist. But Perry’s neighbors had
teenage sons, and those sons had electric guitars, and the noise he heard when they started playing would change his life. The guitar
became his passion, an object of lust, an outlet for his restlessness and his rebellious soul. That passion quickly blossomed into an
obsession, and he got a band together. One night after a performance he met a brash young musician named Steven Tyler; before long,
Aerosmith was born. What happened over the next forty-five years has become the stuff of legend: the knockdown, drag-out, band-splintering
fights; the drugs, the booze, the rehab; the packed arenas and timeless hits; the reconciliations and the comebacks. Rocks is an unusually
searching memoir of a life that spans from the top of the world to the bottom of the barrel—several times. It is a study of endurance and
brotherhood, with Perry providing remarkable candor about Tyler, as well as new insights into their powerful but troubled relationship. It is an
insider’s portrait of the rock and roll family, featuring everyone from Jimmy Page to Alice Cooper, Bette Midler to Chuck Berry, John Belushi
to Al Hirschfeld. It takes us behind the scenes at unbelievable moments such as Joe and Steven’s appearance in the movie of Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band (they act out the murders of Peter Frampton and the Bee Gees). Full of humor, insight, and brutal honesty about life
in and out of one of the biggest bands in the world, Rocks is “well-paced, well-plotted…a mini-masterpiece” (The Boston Globe).
The field of communication offers the study of whiteness a focus on discourse which directs its attention to the everyday experiences of
whiteness through regimes of truth, embodied acts, and the deconstruction of mediated texts. This book takes an intersectional approach to
whiteness studies, researching whiteness through rhetorical analysis, qualitative research, performance studies, and interpretive research.
More specifically the chapters deconstruct the communicative power of whiteness in the context of the United States, but with discussion of
the implications of this power internationally, by taking on relevant and current topics such as terrorism, post-colonial challenges, white
fragility at the national level, the emergence of colorblind discourse as a pro-white discursive strategy, the relationship of people of color with
and through whiteness, as well as multifaceted identities that intersect with whiteness, including religion, masculinity and femininity, social
class, ability, and sexuality.
Despite years of propaganda attempting to convince us otherwise, popular media is beginning to catch on to the idea that the home is one of
the most dangerous and difficult places for a woman to be. This book examines emergent trends in popular media, which increasingly takes
on the realities of domestic violence, toxic home lives and the impossibility of "having it all." While many narratives still fall back on outmoded
and limiting narratives about gender--the pursuit of romance, children, and a life dedicated to the domestic--this book makes the case that
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some texts introduce complexity and a challenge to the status quo, pointing us toward a feminist future in which women's voices and
concerns are amplified and respected.
In this intimate book of inspiration, Tyler Perry writes of how his faith has sustained him in hard times, centered him in good times, and
enriched his life. Higher Is Waiting is a spiritual guidebook, a collection of teachings culled from the experiences of a lifetime, meant to inspire
readers to climb higher in their own lives and pull themselves up to a better, more fulfilling place. Beginning with his earliest memories of
growing up a shy boy in New Orleans, Perry recalls the moments of grace and beauty in a childhood marked by brutality, deprivation, and
fear. With tenderness he sketches portraits of the people who sustained him and taught him indelible lessons about integrity, trust in God,
and the power of forgiveness: his aunt Mae, who cared for her grandfather, who was born a slave, and sewed quilts that told a story of
generations; Mr. Butler, a blind man of remarkable dignity and elegance, who sold penny candies on a street corner; and his beloved mother,
Maxine, who endured abuse, financial hardship, and the daily injustices of growing up in the Jim Crow South yet whose fierce love for her son
burned bright and never dimmed. Perry writes of how he nurtured his dreams and discovered solace in nature, and of his resolute
determination to reach ever higher. Perry vividly and movingly describes his growing awareness of God’s presence in his life, how he learned
to tune in to His voice, to persevere through hard times, and to choose faith over fear. Here he is: the devoted son, the loving father, the
steadfast friend, the naturalist, the philanthropist, the creative spirit—a man whose life lessons and insights into scripture are a gift offered with
generosity, humility, and love.
This book speaks to the politics of weight through an interrogation of dieting, power and the body. In feminist theory, there is no greater site of
contestation than that of the body, and Morris explores how these debates often become centred upon a dichotomy between oppression and
liberation. Whilst there is a vast diversity of scholarship that challenges this binary including post-colonial, post-structuralist and Marxist
feminist work, the dichotomy nevertheless endures. The Politics of Weight argues that the ‘feminine’ body is not simply a site of oppression
or liberation by drawing upon the intersections that exist between Foucault’s Discipline and Punish and post-structuralist feminist work on the
body. This provides a unique lens for exploring weight. Through in-depth analysis of interviews with women who seemingly sit on either side
of the ‘oppression’ and ‘liberation’ debate, members of dieting clubs and fat activists, the book highlights the complexities that surround
women’s relationship to weight and the body. Likewise it draws upon the wealth of black feminist scholarship to explore the discourses
surrounding Oprah Winfrey’s dieting ‘journey,’ seeking to demonstrate how discipline and race interact and how this plays out in dieting and
weight. The Politics of Weight will be of interest to students and scholars across a range of disciplines, including gender studies, sociology,
geography and political science.
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