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The Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard was one of the most original thinkers of the
19th Century – and one of the most enigmatic men who ever walked the Earth.
Philosophically, Kierkegaard was the “bridge” that led from Hegel to Existentialism.
Kierkegaard abhorred Hegel’s abstract, Know-it-all idealism that tried to capture reality
in a few words. Kierkegaard’s attack on social and religious complacency and his
single-handed assault on traditional Western philosophy generated a crisis that
produced a radically new way of philosophizing and made him the founder of the school
that would later be called Existentialism. To Kierkegaard, reality was personal,
subjective – it began and ended with the individual – and philosophy was not something
one merely talked about, it was the way you lived. For such a brilliant thinker, the way
Kierkegaard lived was… somewhat too interesting? His “abstract” love affair? His
obsession with death? His “leap of Faith,” his cynicism, his marvelous sense of humor
– how do you put all that into one man? For starters, you read Kierkegaard For
Beginners. It explains, plainly and simply, the great Danish thinker’s obsession with the
particularity of human existence as well as his demonstration of how the creation of an
authentic new kind of individual is possible
Shakespeare's absolute pre-eminence is simply unparalleled. His plays pack theatres
and provide Hollywood with block-buster scripts; his works inspire mountains of
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scholarship and criticism every year. He has given us many of the very words we
speak, and even some of the thoughts we think. Nick Groom and Piero explore how
Shakespeare became so famous and influential, and why he is still widely considered
the greatest writer ever. They investigate how the Bard has been worshipped at
different times and in different places, used and abused to cultural and political ends,
and the roots of intense controversies which have surrounded his work. Much more
than a biography or a guide to his plays and sonnets, Introducing Shakespeare is a tour
through the world of Will and concludes that even after centuries, Shakespeare remains
the battlefield on which our very comprehension of humanity is being fought out.
Providing an accessible introduction to the central work, the 'Tractatus LogicoPhilosophicus' and later 'Philosophical Investigations', 'Introducing Wittgenstein' is the
ideal first primer on this master of enigmatic logic.
Ever wondered if Schopenhauer could fix your broken heart? How Heraclitus might help
you if you lost your phone? Given the chance, would Foucault leave the toilet seat up?
With sections on Relationships, Self and Identity, How to Live, Art and Aesthetics, and
Politics, there is an answer to each of modern life's questions here. Each section is
comprised of a collection of questions, from 'Is Shakespeare better than the Simpsons?'
to 'Should I get a takeaway tonight?'; from little niggling questions, to the great
mysteries of human existence. With Marcus Weeks's illuminating commentary on each
philosopher's answer to the question at hand, you'll be spouting Socrates and
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discussing Descartes before you know it. A guide to life, of sorts, and also a fantastic
introduction to philosophy for anyone looking to broaden their knowledge of the subject.
Introducing KantA Graphic GuideIcon Books Ltd
This work traces the work of Jean Baudrillard, the postmodernist intellectual who has
been hailed one of France's most powerful theorists. His style and assaults on
sociology, feminism and Marxism have exposed him to accusations of promoting a
dangerous new orthodoxy. The book presents his claims that reality has been replaced
by a simulated world of images and events ranging from TV news to Disneyland. It
provides accounts of his work on pornography, obesity and terrorism, and traces his
development from critic of mass consumption to prophet of the apocalypse. It invites
thoughts and discussion on whether Baudrillard is a cure for the vertigo of
contemporary culture, or one of its symptoms.
Kant is arguably the most influential modern philosopher, but also one of the most
difficult. Roger Scruton tackles his exceptionally complex subject with a strong hand,
exploring the background to Kant's work and showing why the Critique of Pure Reason
has proved so enduring. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Romanticism is crucial to an understanding of modern Western culture. Philosophy, art,
literature, music, and politics were all transformed in the turbulent period between the
French Revolution of 1789 and the Communist Manifesto of 1848. This was the age of
the 'Romantic revolution', when modern attitudes to political and artistic freedom were
born. When we think of Romanticism, flamboyant figures such as Byron or Shelley
instantly spring to mind, but what about Napoleon or Hegel, Turneror Blake, Wagner or
Marx, who also emerged from this great period of turmoil and change?
Derrida is arguably the late 20th century's most famous philosopher.
Charting his meteoric rise in popularity, Christopher Kul-Want and Piero explore Zizek's
timely analyses of today's global crises concerning ecology, mounting poverty, war, civil
unrest and revolution. Covering topics from philosophy and ethics, politics and ideology,
religion and art, to literature, cinema, corporate marketing, quantum physics and virtual
reality, Introducing Slavoj Zizek deftly explains Zizek's virtuoso ability to transform
apparently outworn ideologies – Communism, Marxism and psychoanalysis – into a
new theory of freedom and enjoyment.
Kant's Critique of Pure Reason is arguably the single most important work in western
philosophy. The book introduces and assesses: * Kant's life and background of the
Critique of Pure Reason * the ideas and text of the Critique of Pure Reason * the
continuing relevance of Kant's work to contemporary philosophy. Ideal for anyone
coming to Kant's thought for the first time. This guide will be vital reading for all
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students of Kant in philosophy.
"Introducing The Enlightenment" is the essential guide to the giants of the
Enlightenment - Voltaire, Diderot, Adam Smith, Samuel Johnson, Immanuel Kant,
Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. The Enlightenment of the 18th century was
a crucial time in human history - a vast moral, scientific and political movement, the
work of intellectuals across Europe and the New World, who began to free themselves
from despotism, bigotry and superstition and tried to change the world. "Introducing The
Enlightenment" is a clear and accessible introduction to the leading thinkers of the age,
the men and women who believed that rational endeavour could reveal the secrets of
the universe.
From Plato to Virginia Woolf, Structuralism to Practical Criticism, Introducing Literary
Criticism charts the history and development of literary criticism into a rich and complex
discipline. Tackling disputes over the value and meaning of literature, and exploring
theoretical and practical approaches, this unique illustrated guide will help readers of all
levels to get more out of their reading.
'The love of repetition is in truth the only happy love' So says Constantine Constantius
on the first page of Kierkegaard's Repetition. Life itself, according to Kierkegaard's
pseudonymous narrator, is a repetition, and in the course of this witty, playful work
Constantius explores the nature of love and happiness, the passing of time and the
importance of moving forward (and backward). The ironically entitled Philosophical
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Crumbs pursues the investigation of faith and love and their tense relationship with
reason. Written only a year apart, these two works complement each other and give the
reader a unique insight into the breadth and substance of Kierkegaard's thought. The
first reads like a novel and the second like a Platonic dialogue, but both engage, in
different ways, the same challenging issues. These are the first translations to convey
the literary quality and philosophical precision of the originals. They were not intended,
however, for philosophers, but for anyone who feels drawn to the question of the
ultimate truth of human existence and the source of human happiness. ABOUT THE
SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest
range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's
commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other
valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to
clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
Here is a book that reflects the diversity of this great 19th century thinker.
While Kant is commonly regarded as one of the most austere philosophers of all time,
this book provides quite a different perspective of the founder of transcendental
philosophy. Kant is often thought of as being boring, methodical, and humorless. Yet
the thirty jokes and anecdotes collected and illustrated here for the first time reveal a
man and a thinker who was deeply interested in how humor and laughter shape how
we think, feel, and communicate with fellow human beings. In addition to a foreword on
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Kant's theory of humor by Noël Carroll as well as Clewis's informative chapters, Kant's
Humorous Writings contains new translations of Kant's jokes, quips, and anecdotes.
Each of the thirty excerpts is illustrated and supplemented by historical commentaries
which explain their significance.

Meditation, Karma, Zen, Tantric and Nirvana are some of the many Buddhist
ideas Westerners hear of frequently, even if their meaning has been lost in
translation. This vast and complex non-theistic religion is woven into the fabric of
Asian civilisations. from India to the Himalayan regions, China, Vietnam, Korea,
Japan and elsewhere. What is Buddhism really all about? Introducing Buddha
describes the life and teachings of the Buddha, but it also shows that
enlightenment is a matter of experiencing the truth individually, and by inspiration
which is passed from teacher to student. Superbly illustrated by Borin Van Loon,
the book illuminates this process through a rich legacy of stories, explains the
practices of meditation, Taoism and Zen, and goes on to describe the role of
Buddhism in modern Asia and its growing influence on Western thought.
Richard Appignanesi goes on a personal quest of Existentialism in its original
state. He begins with Camus' question of suicide: 'Must life have a meaning to be
lived?' Is absurdity at the heart of Existentialism? Or is Sartre right: is
Existentialism 'the least scandalous, most technically austere' of all teachings?
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This brilliant Graphic Guide explores Existentialism in a unique comic book-style.
What makes philosophy on the continent of Europe so different and exciting?
And why does it have such a reputation for being 'difficult'? Continental
philosophy was initiated amid the revolutionary ferment of the 18th century,
philosophers such as Kant and Hegel confronting the extremism of the time with
theories that challenged the very formation of individual and social
consciousness. Covering the great philosophers of the modern and postmodern
eras – from Nietzsche, Heidegger, Derrida and Deleuze right to up Agamben and
Žižek – and philosophical movements from German idealism to deconstruction
and feminism – Christopher Kul-Want and Piero brilliantly elucidate some of the
most thrilling and powerful ideas ever to have been discussed.
This title is now available in a new format. Refer to Time: A Graphic Guide
9781848311206.
INTRODUCING guide to the father of existentialism and one of 20th century
philosophy's most famous characters. Jean-Paul Sartre was once described as
being, next to Charles de Gaulle, the most famous Frenchman of the 20th
century. Between the ending of the Second World War in 1945 and his death in
1980, Sartre was certainly the most famous French writer, as well as one of the
best-known living philosophers. Introducing Sartre explains the basic ideas
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inspiring his world view, and pays particular attention to his idea of freedom. It
also places his thinking on literature in the context of the 20th century debate on
its nature and function. It examines his ideas on Marxism, his enthusiasm for the
student rebellion of 1968, and his support for movements of national liberation in
the Third World. The book also provides a succinct account of his life, and
especially of the impact which his unusual childhood had on his attitude towards
French society.
"An illustrated introduction to the major subjects of Western philosophy, guided
by Heraclitus"-"Introducing Plato" begins by explaining how philosophers like Socrates and
Pythagoras influenced Plato's thought. It provides a clear account of Plato's
puzzling theory of knowledge, and explains how this theory then directed his
provocative views on politics, ethics and individual liberty. It offers detailed critical
commentaries on all of the key doctrines of Platonism, especially the very odd
theory of Forms, and concludes by revealing how Plato's philosophy stimulated
the work of important modern thinkers such as Karl Popper, Martha Nussbaum,
and Jacques Derrida.
Immanuel Kant is one of the most influential-and most complex-modern
philosophers. His ideas on the subjective nature of reality challenged
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contemporary beliefs about God, morality, and free will. Roger Scruton, a wellknown and controversial philosopher in his own right, tackles his exceptionally
complex subject with a strong hand, providing an accessible introduction to
Kant's work and his pivotal Critique of Pure Reason.
This text provides resources and graphic details on Aristotle for students and uninitiated
lay readers. This book asks the question of how scientific is Aristotle?
Philosophers have always enjoyed asking awkward and provocative questions, such
as: What is the nature of reality? What are human beings really like? What is special
about the human mind and consciousness? Are we free to choose who we are and
what we do? Can we prove that God exists? Can we be certain about anything at all?
What is truth? Does language provide us with a true picture of the world? How should
we behave towards each other? Do computers think? "Introducing Philosophy" is a
comprehensive graphic guide to the thinking of all the significant philosophers of the
Western world from Heraclitus to Derrida. It examines and explains their key arguments
and ideas without being obscure or solemn. Lively and accessible, it is the perfect
introduction to philosophers and philosophical ideas for anyone coming to the subject
for the first time.
What are the acceptable limits of scientific investigation and genetic engineering, the
rights and wrongs of animal rights, euthanasia and civil disobedience? This book
confronts these dilemmas, tracing arguments of moral thinkers, including Socrates,
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Plato, Aristotle, and brings us up to date with postmodern critics.
Martin Heidegger - philosophy's 'hidden king', or leading exponent of a dangerously
misguided secular mysticism. Heidegger has been acclaimed as the most powerfully
original philosopher of the twentieth century. Profoundly influential on deconstruction,
existentialism and phenomenology, he stands behind all major strands of poststructuralist and postmodern thought. Heidegger announced the end of philosophy and
of humanism, and was a committed Nazi and vocal supporter of Hitler's National
Socialism. Was Heidegger offering a deeply conservative mythology or a crucial
deconstruction of philosophy as we have known it? "Introducing Heidegger" provides an
accessible introduction to his notoriously abstruse thinking, mapping out its historical
contexts and exploring its resonances in ecology, theology, art, architecture, literature
and other fields. The book opens up an encounter with a kind of thinking whose outlines
might still not yet be clear, and whose forms might still surprise us.
What do scientists actually do? Is science "value-free"? How has science evolved
through history? Where is science leading us? "Introducing Philosophy of Science" is a
clear and incisively illustrated map of the big questions underpinning science. It is
essential reading for students, the general public, and even scientists themselves.
This introduction guides the reader through a system which aimed to make sense of
history. It offers perspectives on Lyotard's meta-narrative, and Fukuyama's end of
history in postmodern debate.
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Introducing Plato begins by explaining how philosophers like Socrates and Pythagoras
influenced Plato's thought. It provides a clear account of Plato's puzzling theory of
knowledge, and explains how this theory then directed his provocative views on politics,
ethics and individual liberty.
Illustrated INTRODUCING guide to the pre-eminent philosopher of the Enlightenment.
Immanuel Kant laid the foundations of modern Western thought. Every subsequent
major philosopher owes a profound debt to Kant?s attempts to delimit human reason as
an appropriate object of philosophical enquiry. And yet, Kant's relentless systematic
formalism made him a controversial figure in the history of the philosophy that he
helped to shape. Introducing Kant focuses on the three critiques of Pure Reason,
Practical Reason and Judgement. It describes Kant's main formal concepts: the relation
of mind to sensory experience, the question of freedom and the law and, above all, the
revaluation of metaphysics. Kant emerges as a diehard rationalist yet also a Romantic,
deeply committed to the power of the sublime to transform experience. The book
explores the paradoxical nature of his ideas and explains the reasons for his
undiminished importance in contemporary philosophical debates.
This book places Michel Foucault's work in its turbulent philosophical and political context, and
critically explores his mission to expose the links between knowledge and power in the human
sciences, their discourses and institutions. It explains how Foucault overturned our
assumptions about the experience and perception of madness, sexuality and criminality, and
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the often brutal social practices of confinement, confession and discipline.
Here, for the first time, Christopher Kul-Want brings together twenty-five texts on art written by
twenty philosophers. Covering the Enlightenment to postmodernism, these essays draw on
Continental philosophy and aesthetics, the Marxist intellectual tradition, and psychoanalytic
theory, and each is accompanied by an overview and interpretation. The volume features
Martin Heidegger on Van Gogh's shoes and the meaning of the Greek temple; Georges
Bataille on Salvador Dalí's The Lugubrious Game; Theodor W. Adorno on capitalism and
collage; Walter Benjamin and Roland Barthes on the uncanny nature of photography; Sigmund
Freud on Leonardo Da Vinci and his interpreters; Jacques Lacan and Julia Kristeva on the
paintings of Holbein; Freud's postmodern critic, Gilles Deleuze on the visceral paintings of
Francis Bacon; and Giorgio Agamben on the twin traditions of the Duchampian ready-made
and Pop Art. Kul-Want elucidates these texts with essays on aesthetics, from Hegel and
Nietzsche to Badiou and Rancière, demonstrating how philosophy adopted a new orientation
toward aesthetic experience and subjectivity in the wake of Kant's powerful legacy.
The works of French philosopher Alain Badiou range from novels, poems, “romanopéras” and
popular political treatises to elaborate philosophical arguments engaging with mathematical
theory. Throughout all of his writings, there is a staunch commitment to emancipatory politics
and radical change through fidelity to what he calls the “event” and its “truth”. Badiou’s
famous, or infamous, philosophy of emancipation is faithful to the communist truth, the
universal idea of a collective life, but he also claims that “philosophy is always a biography of
the philosopher”. Introducing Alain Badiou is an elegantly written and crisply illustrated guide
to an essential contemporary thinker.
Page 13/15

Get Free Introducing Kant A Graphic Guide Introducing
INTRODUCING guide to the hugely influential German thinker. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel
is one of the greatest thinkers of all time. No other philosopher has had such a profound impact
on the ideas and political events of the 20th century. Hegel's influential writings on philosophy,
politics, history and art are parts of a larger systematic whole. They are also among the most
difficult in the entire literature of philosophy. Introducing Hegel guides us through a spectacular
system of thought which aimed to make sense of history. The book also provides new
perspectives on contemporary postmodern debates about 'metanarratives' (Lyotard) and the
'end of history' (Fukuyama). It is an ideal introduction to this crucial figure in the history of
philosophy, and is indispensable for anyone trying to understand such key modern thinkers as
Marx, Lacan, Satre and Adorno.
What is beauty, and what is truth? These are some of the questions which aesthetics tries to
answer. In our everyday life, we talk about the 'aesthetics' of an artwork or a piece of design.
But aesthetics goes beyond the simple experience of art. It is also a branch of philosophy
concerned with the whole nature of experience itself, explored through our perceptions,
feelings and emotions.
Soren Kierkegaard is widely held to be the founder of existentialism--his faith is ironic, playful
and passionate, and he wrote like a novelist. Written for students of philosophy and theology,
this book brilliantly explains Kierkegaard's life and thought. 170 illustrations.
"The Enlightenment is one of the most important and contested periods in the history of
philosophy. The problems it addressed, such as the proper extent of individual freedom and
the challenging of tradition, resonate as much today as when they were first debated. Of all
philosophers, it is arguably Kant who took such questions most seriously, addressing them
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above all in his celebrated short essay, An Answer to the Question: What is Enlightenment?
What is the place of individual choice and consequence in a post-Holocaust world of continuing
genocidal ethnic cleansing? Is "identity" now a last-ditch cultural defence of ethnic nationalisms
and competing fundamentalisms? In a climate of instant information, free markets and possible
ecological disaster, how do we define "rights", self-interest and civic duties? What are the
acceptable limits of scientific investigation and genetic engineering, the rights and wrongs of
animal rights, euthanasia and civil disobedience?"Introducing Ethics" confronts these
dilemmas, tracing the arguments of the great moral thinkers, including Socrates, Plato,
Aristotle, Hobbes and Kant, and brings us up to date with postmodern critics.
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