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The Anglo-Saxon period was crucial to the development of the English
landscape, but is rarely studied. The essays here provide radical new
interpretations of its development.
A sweeping and original history of the Anglo-Saxons by national bestselling
author Marc Morris. Sixteen hundred years ago Britain left the Roman Empire
and swiftly fell into ruin. Grand cities and luxurious villas were deserted and left to
crumble, and civil society collapsed into chaos. Into this violent and unstable
world came foreign invaders from across the sea, and established themselves as
its new masters. The Anglo-Saxons traces the turbulent history of these people
across the next six centuries. It explains how their earliest rulers fought
relentlessly against each other for glory and supremacy, and then were almost
destroyed by the onslaught of the vikings. It explores how they abandoned their
old gods for Christianity, established hundreds of churches and created
dazzlingly intricate works of art. It charts the revival of towns and trade, and the
origins of a familiar landscape of shires, boroughs and bishoprics. It is a tale of
famous figures like King Offa, Alfred the Great and Edward the Confessor, but
also features a host of lesser known characters - ambitious queens, revolutionary
saints, intolerant monks and grasping nobles. Through their remarkable careers
we see how a new society, a new culture and a single unified nation came into
being. Drawing on a vast range of original evidence - chronicles, letters,
archaeology and artefacts - renowned historian Marc Morris illuminates a period
of history that is only dimly understood, separates the truth from the legend, and
tells the extraordinary story of how the foundations of England were laid.
Essays lay the groundwork for a theory of humour in Old English literature.
The Anglo-Saxon world continues to be a source of fascination in modern culture.
Its manifestations in a variety of media are here examined.
Law and Order in Anglo-Saxon England explores English legal culture and
practice across the Anglo-Saxon period, beginning with the essentially preChristian laws enshrined in writing by King AEthelberht of Kent in c. 600 and
working forward to the Norman Conquest of 1066. It attempts to escape the
traditional retrospective assumptions of legal history, focused on the late twelfthcentury Common Law, and to establish a new interpretative framework for the
subject, more sensitive to contemporary cultural assumptions and practical
realities. The focus of the volume is on the maintenance of order: what
constituted good order; what forms of wrongdoing were threatening to it; what
roles kings, lords, communities, and individuals were expected to play in
maintaining it; and how that worked in practice. Its core argument is that the
Anglo-Saxons had a coherent, stable, and enduring legal order that lacks modern
analogies: it was neither state-like nor stateless, and needs to be understood on
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its own terms rather than as a variant or hybrid of these models. Tom Lambert
elucidates a distinctively early medieval understanding of the tension between
the interests of individuals and communities, and a vision of how that tension
ought to be managed that, strikingly, treats strongly libertarian and
communitarian features as complementary. Potentially violent, honour-focused
feuding was an integral aspect of legitimate legal practice throughout the period,
but so too was fearsome punishment for forms of wrongdoing judged socially
threatening. Law and Order in Anglo-Saxon England charts the development of
kings' involvement in law, in terms both of their authority to legislate and their
ability to influence local practice, presenting a picture of increasingly ambitious
and effective royal legal innovation that relied more on the cooperation of local
communal assemblies than kings' sparse and patchy network of administrative
officials.
Beowulf & Other Stories was first conceived in the belief that the study of Old
English – and its close cousins, Old Icelandic and Anglo-Norman – can be a
genuine delight, covering a period as replete with wonder, creativity and magic as
any other in literature. Now in a fully revised second edition, the collection of
essays written by leading academics in the field is set to build upon its
established reputation as the standard introduction to the literatures of the time.
Beowulf & Other Stories captures the fire and bloodlust of the great epic,
Beowulf, and the sophistication and eroticism of the Exeter Riddles. Fresh
interpretations give new life to the spiritual ecstasy of The Seafarer and to the
imaginative dexterity of The Dream of the Rood, andprovide the student and
general reader with all they might need to explore and enjoy this complex but
rewarding field. The book sheds light, too, on the shadowy contexts of the period,
with suggestive and highly readable essays on matters ranging from the
dynamism of the Viking Age to Anglo-Saxon input into The Lord of the Rings,
from the great religious prose works to the transition from Old to Middle English.
It also branches out into related traditions, with expert introductions to the
Icelandic Sagas, Viking Religion and Norse Mythology. Peter S. Baker provides
an outstanding guide to taking your first steps in the Old English language, while
David Crystal provides a crisp linguistic overview of the entire period. With a new
chapter by Mike Bintley on Anglo-Saxon archaeology and a revised chapter by
Stewart Brookes on the prose writers of the English Benedictine Reform, this
updated second edition will be essential reading for students of the period.
Local and imperial, insular and expansive, both English yet British:
geographically and culturally, the sea continues to shape changing models of
Englishness. This volume traces the many literary origins of insular identity from
local communities to the entire archipelago, laying open the continuities and
disruptions in the sea's relationship with English identity in a British context.
Ranging from the beginnings of insular literature to Victorian medievalisms, the
subjects treated include King Arthur's struggle with muddy banks, the afterlife of
Edgar's forged charters, Old English homilies and narratives of migration, Welsh
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and English ideas about Chester, Anglo-Norman views of the sea in the Vie de St
Edmund and Waldef, post-Conquest cartography, The Book of Margery Kempe,
the works of the Irish Stopford Brooke, and the making of an Anglo-British identity
in Victorian Britain.BR>Sebastian Sobecki is Professor of Medieval English
Literature and Culture at the Rijksuniversiteit Groningen. Contributors: Sebastian
Sobecki, Winfried Rudolf, Fabienne Michelet, Catherine A.M. Clarke, Judith
Weiss, Kathy Lavezzo, Alfred Hiatt, Jonathan Hsy, Chris Jones, Joanne Parker,
David Wallace
The Anglo-Saxon Literature Handbook presents an accessible introduction to the
surviving works of prose and poetry produced in Anglo-Saxon England, from AD
410-1066. Makes Anglo-Saxon literature accessible to modern readers Helps
readers to overcome the linguistic, aesthetic and cultural barriers to
understanding and appreciating Anglo-Saxon verse and prose Introduces
readers to the language, politics, and religion of the Anglo-Saxon literary world
Presents original readings of such works as Beowulf, The Battle of Maldon, The
Wanderer, The Seafarer, and The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
An introduction to the daily life of men, women and children living in England from
the end of Roman Britain in the 5th century AD to the Norman Conquest, based
on documentary and archaeological evidence.
The Idea of Anglo Saxon England, 1066-1901 presents the first systematic
review of the ways in which Anglo-Saxon studies have evolved from their
beginnings to the twentieth century Tells the story of how the idea of AngloSaxon England evolved from the Anglo-Saxons themselves to the Victorians,
serving as a myth of origins for the English people, their language, and some of
their most cherished institutions Combines original research with established
scholarship to reveal how current conceptions of English identity might be very
different if it were not for the discovery – and invention – of the Anglo-Saxon past
Reveals how documents dating from the Anglo-Saxon era have greatly
influenced modern attitudes toward nationhood, race, religious practice, and
constitutional liberties Includes more than fifty images of manuscripts, early
printed books, paintings, sculptures, and major historians of the era
A survey of the landed endowment of Glastonbury Abbey before 1066, with a
history of its estates.
This book traces the development of religious beliefs in Anglo-Saxon engliand,
an dthe influence of religion upon everyday life. (inside flap.).
In this volume, scholars from different disciplines – Old English and Anglo-Latin
literature and linguistics, palaeography, history, runology, numismatics and
archaeology – explore what are here called ‘micro-texts’, i.e. very short pieces
of writing constituting independent, self-contained texts. For the first time, these
micro-texts are here studied in their forms and communicative functions, their
pragmatics and performativity.
This Very Short Introduction explores the history of Western medicine, examining
the key turning points, discoveries, and controversies in its rich history from
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classical times to the present.
New insights into interpretive problems in the history of England and Europe
between the eighth and thirteenth centuries.
This volume is framed by articles that throw interesting light on the achievement
and reputation of the greatest of Anglo-Saxon kings - Alfred.
The number of native Britons, and their role, in Anglo-Saxon England has been
hotly debated for generations; the English were seen as Germanic in the
nineteenth century, but the twentieth saw a reinvention of the German "past".
Today, the scholarly community is as deeply divided as ever on the issue: placename specialists have consistently preferred minimalist interpretations,
privileging migration from Germany, while other disciplinary groups have been
less united in their views, with many archaeologists and historians viewing the
British presence, potentially at least, as numerically significant or even dominant.
The papers collected here seek to shed new light on this complex issue, by
bringing together contributions from different disciplinary specialists and exploring
the interfaces between various categories of knowledge about the past. They
assemble both a substantial body of evidence concerning the presence of Britons
and offer a variety of approaches to the central issues of the scale of that
presence and its significance across the seven centuries of Anglo-Saxon
England. NICK HIGHAM is Professor of Early Medieval and Landscape History at
the University of Manchester. Contributors: RICHARD COATES, MARTIN
GRIMMER, HEINRICH HARKE, NICK HIGHAM, CATHERINE HILLS, LLOYD
LAING, C.P. LEWIS, GALE R. OWEN-CROCKER, O.J. PADEL,
DUNCANPROBERT, PETER SCHRIJVER, DAVID THORNTON, HILDEGARD
L.C. TRISTRAM, DAMIAN TYLER, HOWARD WILLIAMS, ALEX WOOLF
Starting AD 400 (around the time of their invasion of England) and running
through to the 1100s (the 'Aftermath'), historian Geoffrey Hindley shows the
Anglo-Saxons as formative in the history not only of England but also of Europe.
The society inspired by the warrior world of the Old English poem Beowulf saw
England become the world's first nation state and Europe's first country to
conduct affairs in its own language, and Bede and Boniface of Wessex establish
the dating convention we still use today. Including all the latest research, this is a
fascinating assessment of a vital historical period.
By tapping into the vast reservoir of undertreated early English documents and
texts, the collected studies explore how individuals living in the late tenth through
fifteenth centuries engaged with the authorizing culture of the Anglo-Saxons.
Death in Medieval Europe: Death Scripted and Death Choreographed explores
new cultural research into death and funeral practices in medieval Europe and
demonstrates the important relationship between death and the world of the living
in the Middle Ages. Across ten chapters, the articles in this volume survey the
cultural effects of death. This volume explores overarching topics such as burials,
commemorations, revenants, mourning practices and funerals, capital
punishment, suspiscious death, and death registrations using case studies from
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across Europe including England, Iceland, and Spain. Together these chapters
discuss how death was ritualised and choreographed, but also how it was
expressed in writing throughout various documentary sources including wills and
death registries. In each instance, records are analysed through a cultural
framework to better understand the importance of the authors of death and their
audience. Drawing together and building upon the latest scholarship, this book is
essential reading for all students and academics of death in the medieval period.
Written by a team of experts and presenting the results of the most up-to-date
research, The Handbook of Anglo-Saxon Archaeology will both stimulate and
support further investigation into a society poised at the interface between
prehistory and history.
This book presents the first comprehensive study of Anglo-Saxon manuscript
texts containing runic letters. To date there has been no comprehensive study of
these works in a single volume, although the need for such an examination has
long been recognized. This is in spite of a growing academic interest in the miseen-page of early medieval manuscripts. The texts discussed in this study include
Old English riddles and elegies, the Cynewulfian poems, charms, Solomon and
Saturn I, and the Old English Rune Poem. The focus of the discussion is on the
literary analysis of these texts in their palaeographic and runological contexts.
Anglo-Saxon authors and scribes did not, of course, operate within a vacuum,
and so these primary texts are considered alongside relevant epigraphic
inscriptions, physical objects, and historical documents. Victoria Symons argues
that all of these runic works are in various ways thematically focused on acts of
writing, visual communication, and the nature of the written word. The conclusion
that emerges over the course of the book is that, when encountered in the
context of Anglo-Saxon manuscripts, runic letters consistently represent the
written word in a way that Roman letters do not.
"The Handbook of Religions in Ancient Europe" surveys the major religious
currents of Europe before Christianity - the first continental religion with
hegemonic ambition - wiped out most local religions. The evidence - whether
archaeological or written - is notoriously difficult to interpret, and the variety of
religions documented by the sources and the range of languages used are
bewildering. The "Handbook" brings together leading authorities on pre-Christian
religious history to provide a state-of-the-art survey. The first section of the book
covers the Prehistoric period, from the Paleolithic to the Bronze Age. The second
section covers the period since writing systems began. Ranging across the
Mediterranean and Northern, Celtic and Slavic Europe, the essays assess the
archaeological and textual evidence. Dispersed archaeological remains and
biased outside sources constitute our main sources of information, so the
complex task of interpreting these traces is explained for each case. The
"Handbook" also aims to highlight the plurality of religion in ancient Europe: the
many ways in which it is expressed, notably in discourse, action, organization,
and material culture; how it is produced and maintained by different people with
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different interests; how communities always connect with or disassociate from
adjunct communities and how their beliefs and rituals are shaped by these
relationships. The "Handbook" will be invaluable to anyone interested in ancient
History and also to scholars and students of Religion, Anthropology,
Archaeology, and Classical Studies.
This volume includes an important assessment of the correspondence of St
Boniface.
This is the first study of the Anglo-Welsh border region in the period before the Norman
arrival in England, from the fifth to the twelfth centuries. Its conclusions significantly
alter our current picture of Anglo/Welsh relations before the Norman Conquest by
overturning the longstanding critical belief that relations between these two peoples
during this period were predominately contentious. Writing the Welsh borderlands in
Anglo-Saxon England demonstrates that the region which would later become the
March of Wales was not a military frontier in Anglo-Saxon England, but a distinctively
mixed Anglo-Welsh cultural zone which was depicted as a singular place in
contemporary Welsh and Anglo-Saxon texts. This study reveals that the region of the
Welsh borderlands was much more culturally coherent, and the impact of the Norman
Conquest on it much greater, than has been previously realised.
Anglo-Saxon England consistently embraces all the main aspects of study of AngloSaxon history and culture.
The essays in this volume throw light on the literacy of Anglo-Saxon England.
First Published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
Anglo-Saxon England is the only publication which consistently embraces all the main
aspects of study of Anglo-Saxon history and culture - linguistic, literary, textual,
palaeographic, religious, intellectual, historical, archaeological and artistic - and which
promotes the more unusual interests - in music or medicine or education, for example.
Articles in volume 35 include: Record of the twelfth conference of the International
Society of Anglo-Saxonists at Bavarian-American Centre, University of Munich, 1-6
August 2005; Virgil the Grammarian and Bede: a preliminary study; Knowledge of
whelk dyes and pigments in Anglo-Saxon England; The representation of the mind as
an enclosure in Old English poetry; The origin of the numbered sections in Beowulf and
in other Old English poems; An ethnic dating of Beowulf; Hrothgar's horses: feral or
thoroughbred?; 'thelthryth of Ely in a lost calendar from Munich; Alfred's epistemological
metaphors: eagan modes and scip modes; Bibliography for 2005.
In the present volume, the two essays that frame the book provide exciting insight into
the mental world of the Anglo-Saxons by showing on the one hand how they
understood the processes of reading and assimilating knowledge and, on the other,
how they conceived of time and the passage of the seasons. In the field of art history,
two essays treat two of the best-known Anglo-Saxon manuscripts. The lavish symbol
pages in the 'Book of Durrow' are shown to reflect a programmatic exposition of the
meaning of Easter, and a posthumous essay by a distinguished art historian shows how
the Anglo-Saxon illustrations added to the 'Galba Psalter' are best to be understood in
the context of the programme of learning instituted by King Alfred. The usual
comprehensive bibliography of the previous year's publications in all branches of AngloSaxon studies rounds off the book.
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Significant Anglo-Saxon papers, with postscripts, illustrate advances in knowledge of
life and culture of pre-Conquest England.
Water and the Environment in the Anglo-Saxon World, third volume of Daily Living in
the Anglo-Saxon World, continues to introduce students of Anglo-Saxon culture to
aspects of the realities of the environment that surrounded Anglo-Saxon peoples
through reference to archaeological and textualsources. Similar in theme and method to
the first and second volumes, the collected articles of Water and the Environment in the
Anglo-Saxon World illuminate how an understanding of the impact of water features on
the daily lives of the people and the environment of the Anglo-Saxon world can
informreading and scholarship in Anglo-Saxon studies. In discussing fishing, for
example, we might ask, in what ways did fish and fishing locations impact the life of the
average person living in those areas within the period? How would it impact those
persons' diets, livelihood, and religious obligations; how would fish impact the social
and culturalstructures for those who lived near the water features of fishing?Study of
the impact of water features on the daily lives of the people and the environment of the
Anglo-Saxon world will assist serious students of the Anglo-Saxon period in both
perceiving and understanding the imagery of material culture in the archaeology and
textual materials of theperiod.
First published as part of the best-selling The Oxford Illustrated History of Britain, John Blair's
Very Short Introduction to the Anglo-Saxon Age covers the emergence of the earliest English
settlements to the Norman victory in 1066. This book is a brief introduction to the political,
social, religious, and cultural history of Anglo-Saxon England. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Introducing Anglo-Saxon literature in an approachable way, this is an indispensable guide for
students to a key literary topic.
The extraordinary history of Mercia and its rulers from the seventh century to 1066. Once the
supreme Anglo-Saxon kingdom, it was pivotal in the story of England.
This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND)
open access license. This book is available as an open access ebook under a CC-BY-NC-ND
licence. Nonhuman voices in Anglo-Saxon literature and material culture uncovers the voice
and agency possessed by nonhuman things across Anglo-Saxon literature and material
culture. It makes a new contribution to ‘thing theory’ and rethinks conventional divisions
between animate human subjects and inanimate nonhuman objects in the early Middle Ages.
Anglo-Saxon writers and craftsmen describe artefacts and animals through riddling forms or
enigmatic language, balancing an attempt to speak and listen to things with an understanding
that these nonhumans often elude, defy and withdraw from us. But the active role that things
have in the early medieval world is also linked to the Germanic origins of the word, where a
þing is a kind of assembly, with the ability to draw together other elements, creating
assemblages in which human and nonhuman forces combine.
This general study of Early Anglo-Saxon writing and its background suggests why the motif of
light and darkness is so prevalent in Old English (OE) poetry. A thorough survey of research in
Germanic mythology and overviews of such fields as runology, place-name studies, and
archeology precede a sweeping study of OE prose. After establishing the socio-cultural context
(historical method), the occurrence of the motif in OE poetry is examined on an intrinsic basis.
Recent research in Oral Formulaic Theory is discussed and a major revision suggested. The
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book closes with an analysis of OE poetry and new interpretation of some OE poems.
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