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Anglo-Saxons valued education yet understood how
precarious it could be, alternately bolstered and undermined
by fear, desire, and memory. They praised their teachers in
official writing, but composed and translated scenes of
instruction that revealed the emotional and cognitive
complexity of learning. Irina Dumitrescu explores how early
medieval writers used fictional representations of education to
explore the relationship between teacher and student. These
texts hint at the challenges of teaching and learning: curiosity,
pride, forgetfulness, inattention, and despair. Still, these
difficulties are understood to be part of the dynamic process
of pedagogy, not simply a sign of its failure. The book
demonstrates the enduring concern of Anglo-Saxon authors
with learning throughout Old English and Latin poems,
hagiographies, histories, and schoolbooks.
J. R. R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings is one of the most
popular works of fiction of the twentieth century and beyond.
It has been sold over 100 million times in different countries
around the world and has been translated into more than 30
languages. One of the factors responsible for its popularity is
the feeling that the story is more than just fantasy. Peri Sipahi
tries to get a grip on the topics and references 'simmering
beneath the surface', using the example of the Rohirrim –
their language and society – and Tolkien's own ideas of what
a good story is like. Scholars widely agree that the Rohirrim
are to a greater part modelled after the Anglo-Saxons. Yet,
what exactly makes the people of Rohan resemble the AngloSaxons, and what differences can be found?
Featuring numerous updates and additional anthology
selections, the 3rd edition of Introduction to Old English
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confirms its reputation as a leading text designed to help
students engage with Old English literature for the first time. A
new edition of one of the most popular introductions to Old
English Assumes no expertise in other languages or in
traditional grammar Includes basic grammar reviews at the
beginning of each major chapter and a “minitext” feature to
aid students in practicing reading Old English Features
updates and several new anthology readings, including King
Alfred’s Preface to Gregory’s Pastoral Care
Presents the Anglo-Saxon period of English history from the
fifth century up to the late eleventh century, covering such
events as the spread of Christianity, the invasions of the
Vikings, the composition of Beowulf, and the Battle of
Hastings.
Research into the emotions is beginning to gain momentum in
Anglo-Saxon studies. In order to integrate early medieval
Britain into the wider scholarly research into the history of
emotions (a major theme in other fields and a key field in
interdisciplinary studies), this volume brings together
established scholars, who have already made significant
contributions to the study of Anglo-Saxon mental and
emotional life, with younger scholars. The volume presents a
tight focus - on emotion (rather than psychological life more
generally), on Anglo-Saxon England and on language and
literature - with contrasting approaches that will open up
debate. The volume considers a range of methodologies and
theoretical perspectives, examines the interplay of emotion
and textuality, explores how emotion is conveyed through
gesture, interrogates emotions in religious devotional
literature, and considers the place of emotion in heroic
culture. Each chapter asks questions about what is culturally
distinctive about emotion in Anglo-Saxon England and what
interpretative moves have to be made to read emotion in Old
English texts, as well as considering how ideas about and
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representations of emotion might relate to lived experience.
Taken together the essays in this collection indicate the
current state of the field and preview important work to come.
By exploring methodologies and materials for the study of
Anglo-Saxon emotions, particularly focusing on Old English
language and literature, it will both stimulate further study
within the discipline and make a distinctive contribution to the
wider interdisciplinary conversation about emotions.
Winner of the Best First Monograph from the International
Society for the Study of Early Medieval England (ISSEME)
2021. An examination of the Old English medical collections,
arguing that these texts are products of a learned intellectual
culture.
Essays lay the groundwork for a theory of humour in Old
English literature.
The scribes of early medieval England wrote out their
vernacular poems using a format that looks primitive to our
eyes because it lacks the familiar visual cues of verse
lineation, marks of punctuation, and capital letters. The
paradox is that scribes had those tools at their disposal,
which they deployed in other kinds of writing, but when it
came to their vernacular poems they turned to a sparser
presentation. How could they afford to be so indifferent? The
answer lies in the expertise that Anglo-Saxon readers brought
to the task. From a lifelong immersion in a tradition of oral
poetics they acquired a sophisticated yet intuitive
understanding of verse conventions, such that when their
eyes scanned the lines written out margin-to-margin, they
could pinpoint with ease such features as alliteration, metrical
units, and clause boundaries, because those features are
interwoven in the poetic text itself. Such holistic reading
practices find a surprising source of support in present-day
eye-movement studies, which track the complex
choreography between eye and brain and show, for example,
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how the minimal punctuation in manuscripts snaps into focus
when viewed as part of a comprehensive system. How the
Anglo-Saxons Read Their Poems uncovers a sophisticated
collaboration between scribes and the earliest readers of
poems like Beowulf, The Wanderer, and The Dream of the
Rood. In addressing a basic question that no previous study
has adequately answered, it pursues an ambitious synthesis
of a number of fields usually kept separate: oral theory,
paleography, syntax, and prosody. To these philological
topics Daniel Donoghue adds insights from the growing field
of cognitive psychology. According to Donoghue, the earliest
readers of Old English poems deployed a unique set of skills
that enabled them to navigate a daunting task with apparent
ease. For them reading was both a matter of technical
proficiency and a social practice.

The Anglo-Saxon world continues to be a source of
fascination in modern culture. Its manifestations in a
variety of media are here examined.
"Literary Research and the Anglo-Saxon and Medieval
Eras: Strategies and Sources is a guide to scholarly
research in the field of medieval English literature
covering the period 450 CE to 1500 CE. The volume
presents the best practices for building a foundation of
sound scholarship practices in the field of medieval
English literature"-In this volume, scholars from different disciplines – Old
English and Anglo-Latin literature and linguistics,
palaeography, history, runology, numismatics and
archaeology – explore what are here called ‘microtexts’, i.e. very short pieces of writing constituting
independent, self-contained texts. For the first time,
these micro-texts are here studied in their forms and
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communicative functions, their pragmatics and
performativity.
The Anglo-Saxon Literature Handbook presents an
accessible introduction to the surviving works of prose
and poetry produced in Anglo-Saxon England, from AD
410-1066. Makes Anglo-Saxon literature accessible to
modern readers Helps readers to overcome the
linguistic, aesthetic and cultural barriers to understanding
and appreciating Anglo-Saxon verse and prose
Introduces readers to the language, politics, and religion
of the Anglo-Saxon literary world Presents original
readings of such works as Beowulf, The Battle of
Maldon, The Wanderer, The Seafarer, and The AngloSaxon Chronicle
Anglo-Saxon poetry was produced between 700 and
1000 AD for an audience that delighted in technical
accomplishment, and the durable works of Old English
verse spring from the source of the English language.
Michael Alexander has translated the best of the Old
English poetry into modern English and into a verse form
that retains the qualities of Anglo-Saxon metre and
alliteration. Included in this selection are the ‘heroic
poems’ such as Widsith, Deor, Brunanburh and Maldon,
and passages from Beowulf; some of the famous
‘riddles’ from The Exeter Book; all the ‘elegies’,
including The Ruin, The Wanderer, The Seafarer, The
Wife’s Complaint and The Husband’s Message, in
which the virtu of Old English is found in its purest and
most concentrated form; together with the great Christian
poem The Dream of the Rood.
Literary scholars have traditionally understood
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landscapes, whether natural or manmade, as metaphors
for humanity instead of concrete settings for people's
actions. This book accepts the natural world as such by
investigating how Anglo-Saxons interacted with and
conceived of their lived environments. Examining Old
English poems, such as Beowulf and Judith, as well as
descriptions of natural events from the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle and other documentary texts, Heide Estes
shows that Anglo-Saxon ideologies that view nature as
diametrically opposed to humans, and the natural world
as designed for human use, have become deeply
embedded in our cultural heritage, language, and more.
The Junius Manuscript
Crossley-Holland--the widely acclaimed translator of Old
English texts--introduces the Anglo-Saxons through their
chronicles, laws, letters, charters, and poetry, with many
of the greatest surviving poems printed in their entirety.
Childhood & Adolescence in Anglo-Saxon Literary Culture
counters the generally received wisdom that early medieval
childhood and adolescence were an unremittingly bleak
experience. The contributors analyse representations of
children and their education in Old English, Old Norse and
Anglo-Latin writings, including hagiography, heroic poetry,
riddles, legal documents, philosophical prose and elegies.
Within and across these linguistic and generic boundaries
some key themes emerge: the habits and expectations of
name-giving, expressions of childhood nostalgia, the role of
uneducated parents, and the religious zeal and
rebelliousness of youth. After decades of study dominated by
adult gender studies, Childhood & Adolescence in AngloSaxon Literary Culture rebalances our understanding of
family life in the Anglo-Saxon era by reconstructing the lives
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of medieval children and adolescents through their literary
representation.
The story of one man's triumph over a legendary monster,
Beowulf marks the beginning of Anglo-Saxon literature as we
know it today. This Enriched Classic includes: • A concise
introduction that gives readers important background
information • A timeline of significant events that provides the
book's historical context • An outline of key themes and plot
points to help readers form their own interpretations •
Detailed explanatory notes • Critical analysis and modern
perspectives on the work • Discussion questions to promote
lively classroom and book group interaction • A list of
recommended related books and films to broaden the
reader's experience Enriched Classics offer readers
affordable editions of great works of literature enhanced by
helpful notes and insightful commentary. The scholarship
provided in Enriched Classics enables readers to appreciate,
understand, and enjoy the world's finest books to their full
potential. Series edited by Cynthia Brantley Johnson
Reading the Anglo-Saxon Self Through the Vercelli Book
explores conceptions of subjectivity in Anglo-Saxon England
by analyzing the contents and sources of the Vercelli Book, a
tenth-century compilation of Old English religious poetry and
prose. The Vercelli Book's selection and arrangement of texts
has long perplexed scholars, but this book argues that its
organizational logic lies in the relationship of its texts to the
performance of selfhood. Many of the poems and homilies
represent subjectivity through "soul-and-body," a popular
medieval literary motif that describes the soul's physical
departure from the body at death and its subsequent
addresses to the body. Vercelli's soul-and-body texts,
together with its exemplary narratives of apostles and saints,
construct a model of selfhood that is embodied and
performative, predicated upon an interdependent relationship
Page 7/15

Bookmark File PDF Introduction To Anglo Saxon
Literary Elements
between the soul and the body in which the body has the
potential for salvific action. The book thus theorizes an AngloSaxon conception of the self that challenges modern
assumptions of a rigid soul/body dualism in medieval religious
and literary tradition. Its arguments will therefore be of interest
to students and scholars of literature, history, philosophy, and
religious studies and would be appropriate for upper-level
courses on Old English literature, Anglo-Saxon history,
sermons and preaching in medieval England, and medieval
religious practice.
An edition of two Old English versions of the colourful legend
of St Margaret of Antioch.
The very first collection of essays written about the role of
trees in early medieval England, bringing together established
specialists and new voices to present an interdisciplinary
insight into the complex relationship between the early
English and their woodlands.
This book introduces lexomics, the use of computer-aided
statistical analysis of vocabulary, to measure influence and
integrate research from cognitive psychology and
evolutionary biology with traditional, philological approaches
to literature. Connecting the theory of tradition with the
phenomenon of influence, Drout moves beyond current
theories.
This acclaimed volume explores and unravels the contexts,
readings, genres, intertextualities and debates within AngloSaxon studies. Brings together specially-commissioned
contributions from a team of leading European and American
scholars. Embraces both the literature and the cultural
background of the period. Combines the discussion of
primary material and manuscript sources with critical analysis
and readings. Considers the past, present and future of AngloSaxon studies
Most studies of Jews in medieval England begin with the year
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1066, when Jews first arrived on English soil. Yet the
absence of Jews in England before the conquest did not
prevent early English authors from writing obsessively about
them. Using material from the writings of the Church Fathers,
contemporary continental sources, widespread cultural
stereotypes, and their own imaginations, their depictions of
Jews reflected their own politico-theological experiences. The
thirteen essays in Imagining the Jew in Anglo-Saxon
Literature and Culture examine visual and textual
representations of Jews, the translation and interpretation of
Scripture, the use of Hebrew words and etymologies, and the
treatment of Jewish spaces and landmarks. By studying the
“imaginary Jews” of Anglo-Saxon England, they offer new
perspectives on the treatment of race, religion, and ethnicity
in pre- and post-conquest literature and culture.

Fossil Poetry provides the first book-length overview
of the place of Anglo-Saxon in nineteenth-century
poetry in English. It addresses the use and role of
Anglo-Saxon as a resource by Romantic and
Victorian poets in their own compositions, as well as
the construction and 'invention' of Anglo-Saxon in
and by nineteenth-century poetry. Fossil Poetry
takes its title from a famous passage on 'early'
language in the essays of Ralph Waldo Emerson,
and uses the metaphor of the fossil to contextualize
poetic Anglo-Saxonism within the developments that
had been taking place in the fields of geology,
palaeontology, and the evolutionary life sciences
since James Hutton's apprehension of 'deep time' in
his 1788 Theory of the Earth. Fossil Poetry argues
that two, roughly consecutive phases of poetic AngloPage 9/15
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Saxonism took place over the course of the
nineteenth century: firstly, a phase of 'constant roots'
whereby Anglo-Saxon is constructed to resemble,
and so to legitimize a tradition of English
Romanticism conceived as essential and
unchanging; secondly, a phase in which the
strangeness of many of the 'extinct' philological
forms of early English is acknowledged, and
becomes concurrent with a desire to recover and
recuperate the fossils of Anglo-Saxon within
contemporary English poetry. The volume advances
new readings of work by a variety of poets including
Walter Scott, Henry Longfellow, William Wordsworth,
William Barnes, Walt Whitman, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, William Morris, Alfred Tennyson, and
Gerard Hopkins.
Old English Metre offers an essential framework for
the critical analysis of metrical structures and
interpretations in Old English literature. Jun
Terasawa's comprehensive introductory text covers
the basics of Old English metre and reviews the
current research in the field, emphasizing the
interaction between Old English metre and
components such as word-formation, word-choice,
and grammar. He also covers the metre-related
problems of dating, authorship, and the distinction
between prose and verse. Each chapter includes
exercises and suggestions for further reading.
Appendices provide possible answers to the
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exercises, tips for scanning half-lines, and brief
definitions of metrical terms used. Examples in Old
English are provided with literal modern English
translations, with glosses added in the first three
chapters to help beginners. The result is a
comprehensive guide that makes important textcritical skills much more readily available to Old
English specialists and beginners alike.
Considers the definitions and implications of style in
Anglo-Saxon art and literature.
Introducing Anglo-Saxon literature in an
approachable way, this is an indispensable guide for
students to a key literary topic.
This book explores the voices of nonhuman things in
Anglo-Saxon literature and material culture, making
a valuable contribution to 'thing theory'.
Old English verse and prose depict the human mind
as a corporeal entity located in the chest cavity,
susceptible to spatial and thermal changes
corresponding to the psychological states: it was
thought that emotions such as rage, grief, and
yearning could cause the contents of the chest to
grow warm, boil, or be constricted by pressure.
While readers usually assume the metaphorical
nature of such literary images, Leslie Lockett, in
Anglo-Saxon Psychologies in the Vernacular and
Latin Traditions, argues that these depictions are
literal representations of Anglo-Saxon folk
psychology. Lockett analyses both well-studied and
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little-known texts, including Insular Latin grammars,
The Ruin, the Old English Soliloquies, The Rhyming
Poem, and the writings of Patrick, Bishop of Dublin.
She demonstrates that the Platonist-Christian theory
of the incorporeal mind was known to very few AngloSaxons throughout most of the period, while the
concept of mind-in-the-heart remained widespread.
Anglo-Saxon Psychologies in the Vernacular and
Latin Traditions examines the interactions of rival and incompatible - concepts of the mind in a highly
original way.
Beowulf & Other Stories was first conceived in the
belief that the study of Old English – and its close
cousins, Old Icelandic and Anglo-Norman – can be a
genuine delight, covering a period as replete with
wonder, creativity and magic as any other in
literature. Now in a fully revised second edition, the
collection of essays written by leading academics in
the field is set to build upon its established reputation
as the standard introduction to the literatures of the
time. Beowulf & Other Stories captures the fire and
bloodlust of the great epic, Beowulf, and the
sophistication and eroticism of the Exeter Riddles.
Fresh interpretations give new life to the spiritual
ecstasy of The Seafarer and to the imaginative
dexterity of The Dream of the Rood, andprovide the
student and general reader with all they might need
to explore and enjoy this complex but rewarding
field. The book sheds light, too, on the shadowy
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contexts of the period, with suggestive and highly
readable essays on matters ranging from the
dynamism of the Viking Age to Anglo-Saxon input
into The Lord of the Rings, from the great religious
prose works to the transition from Old to Middle
English. It also branches out into related traditions,
with expert introductions to the Icelandic Sagas,
Viking Religion and Norse Mythology. Peter S. Baker
provides an outstanding guide to taking your first
steps in the Old English language, while David
Crystal provides a crisp linguistic overview of the
entire period. With a new chapter by Mike Bintley on
Anglo-Saxon archaeology and a revised chapter by
Stewart Brookes on the prose writers of the English
Benedictine Reform, this updated second edition will
be essential reading for students of the period.
First published as part of the best-selling The Oxford
Illustrated History of Britain, John Blair's Very Short
Introduction to the Anglo-Saxon Age covers the
emergence of the earliest English settlements to the
Norman victory in 1066. This book is a brief
introduction to the political, social, religious, and
cultural history of Anglo-Saxon England. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
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enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
The five authoritive papers presented here are the
product of long careers of research into Anglo-Saxon
culture. In detail the subject areas and approaches are
very different, yet all are cross-disciplinary and the same
texts and artefacts weave through several of them.
Literary text is used to interpret both history and art;
ecclesiastical-historical circumstances explain the
adaptation of usage of a literary text; wealth and religious
learning, combined with old and foreign artistic motifs are
blended into the making of new books with multiple
functions; religio-socio-economic circumstances are the
background to changes in burial ritual. The common
element is transformation, the Anglo-Saxon ability to
rework older material for new times and the necessary
adaptation to new circumstances. The papers originated
as five recent Toller Memorial Lectures hosted by the
Manchester Centre for Anglo-Saxon Studies
(MANCASS).
An exploration of Anglo-Saxon charters, bringing out
their complexity and highlighting a range of broad
implications.
What makes English literature English ? This question
inspires Stephen Harris's wide-ranging study of Old
English literature. From Bede in the eighth century to
Geoffrey of Monmouth in the twelfth, Harris explores the
intersections of race and literature before the rise of
imagined communities. Harris examines possible
configurations of communities, illustrating dominant
literary metaphors of race from Old English to its
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nineteenth-century critical reception. Literary voices in
the England of Bede understood the limits of community
primarily as racial or tribal, in keeping with the perceived
divine division of peoples after their languages, and the
extension of Christianity to Bede's Germanic neighbours
was effected in part through metaphors of family and
race. Harris demonstrates how King Alfred adapted Bede
in the ninth century; how both exerted an effect on
Archbishop Wulfstan in the eleventh; and how Old
English poetry speaks to images of race.
This collection of essays examines the motifs of
darkness, depression, and descent in both literal and
figurative manifestations within a variety of Anglo-Saxon
texts, including the Old English Consolation of
Philosophy, Beowulf, Guthlac, The Junius Manuscript,
The Wonders of the East, and The Battle of Maldon.
Essays deal with such topics as cosmic emptiness,
descent into the grave, and recurrent grief. In their
analyses, the essays reveal the breadth of this imagery
in Anglo-Saxon literature as it is used to describe thought
and emotion, as well as the limits to knowledge and
perception. The volume investigates the intersection
between the burgeoning interest in trauma studies and
darkness and the representation of the mind or of
emotional experience within Anglo-Saxon literature.
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