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Introduction To Sociocultural Anthropology
This easy-reading, yet substantive book provides an introduction to sociocultural
anthropology across a broad range of cultures, including those of todayÕs world.
Its simple and engaging style is designed to spark consideration and discussion.
The book covers the major issues in the field while emphasizing the relevance of
the subject through up-to-date materials and discussions of events and people in
the contemporary world. It presents the variety of ways in which humans live and
provides wide coverage of the cultures humankind within their appropriate time
and space. The third edition of A Little Anthropology has been revised to reflect
changes both in anthropology and in the world. These revisions include an
expanded discussion of tourism and two new summary case studies in the
chapter on the developing world among others. A vital resource for any reader or
professional who is seeking a contemporary cross-cultural overview.
"Social and Cultural Anthropology for the 21st Century: Connected Worlds is a
lively, accessible, and wide-ranging introduction to socio-cultural anthropology for
undergraduate students. It draws on a wealth of ethnographic examples to
showcase how anthropological fieldwork and analysis can help us understand the
contemporary world in all its diversity and complexity. The book is addressed to a
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twenty-first-century readership of students who are encountering social and
cultural anthropology for the first time. It provides an overview of the key debates
and methods that have historically defined the discipline and of the approaches
and questions that shape it today. In addition to classic research areas such as
kinship, exchange, and religion, topics that are pressing concerns for our times
are covered, such as climate change, economic crisis, social media, refugees,
sexuality and race. Foregrounding ethnographic stories from all over the world to
illustrate global connections and their effects on local lives, the book combines a
focus on history with urgent present-day social issues. It will equip students with
the analytical tools that they need to negotiate a world characterized by
unprecedented cross-cultural contact, ever-changing communicative
technologies and new forms of uncertainty. The book is an essential resource for
introductory courses in social and cultural anthropology and as a refresher for
more advanced students"-This innovative text draws on theories and methodologies from the fields of
multimodality, ethnography, and literacy studies to explore the sociocultural
significance of book ownership and book inscriptions in Edwardian Britain. The
Sociocultural Functions of Edwardian Book Inscriptions examines evidence
gathered from historical records, archival documents, and the inscriptive
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practices of individuals from the Edwardian era to foreground the social,
communicative, and performative functions of inscriptive practices and illustrate
how material, lexical, and semiotic means were used to perform identity, contest
social status, and forge relationships with others. The text adopts a unique
ethnohistorical approach to multimodality, supporting the development of a
typography of book inscriptions which will serve as a unique interpretive
framework for analysis of literary artifacts in the context of broader sociopolitical
forces. This text will benefit doctoral students, researchers, and academics in the
fields of literacy studies, English language arts, and research methods in
education more broadly. Those interested in British book history, anthropology,
and 20th-century literature will also enjoy this volume.
Welcome to the second edition of Perspectives and Open Access Anthropology!
An electronic version of this textbook is available free of charge at the Society for
Anthropology in Community Colleges' webpage here: http:
//perspectives.americananthro.org/
Now with SAGE Publishing! In a first-of-its-kind format, Cultural Anthropology: A
Problem-Based Approach is organized by problems and questions rather than
topics, creating a natural discussion of traditional anthropological concerns such
as kinship, caste, gender roles, and religion. This brief text promotes critical
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thinking through meaningful exercises, case studies, and simulations. Students
will learn how to analyze their own culture and gain the tools to understand the
cultures of other societies. The Eighth Edition has been thoroughly updated and
reorganized to emphasize contemporary issues around social and economic
inequality, gender identity, and more. FREE DIGITAL TOOLS INCLUDED WITH
THIS TEXT SAGE Edge gives instructors the edge they need to succeed with an
array of teaching tools in one easy-to-navigate website. Learn more:
edge.sagepub.com/robbins8e
Social and Cultural Anthropology for the Twenty-first Century: Connected Worlds
is a lively, accessible, and wide-ranging introduction to socio-cultural
anthropology for undergraduate students. It draws on a wealth of ethnographic
examples to showcase how anthropological fieldwork and analysis can help us
understand the contemporary world in all its diversity and complexity. The book is
addressed to a twenty-first-century readership of students who are encountering
social and cultural anthropology for the first time. It provides an overview of the
key debates and methods that have historically defined the discipline and of the
approaches and questions that shape it today. In addition to classic research
areas such as kinship, exchange, and religion, topics that are pressing concerns
for our times are covered, such as climate change, economic crisis, social media,
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refugees, sexuality and race. Foregrounding ethnographic stories from all over
the world to illustrate global connections and their effects on local lives, the book
combines a focus on history with urgent present-day social issues. It will equip
students with the analytical tools that they need to negotiate a world
characterized by unprecedented cross-cultural contact, ever-changing
communicative technologies and new forms of uncertainty. The book is an
essential resource for introductory courses in social and cultural anthropology
and as a refresher for more advanced students.
The Handbook of Methods in Cultural Anthropology, now in its second edition,
maintains a strong benchmark for understanding the scope of contemporary
anthropological field methods. Avoiding divisive debates over science and
humanism, the contributors draw upon both traditions to explore fieldwork in
practice. The second edition also reflects major developments of the past
decade, including: the rising prominence of mixed methods, the emergence of
new technologies, and evolving views on ethnographic writing. Spanning the
chain of research, from designing a project through methods of data collection
and interpretive analysis, the Handbook features new chapters on ethnography of
online communities, social survey research, and network and geospatial analysis.
Considered discussion of ethics, epistemology, and the presentation of research
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results to diverse audiences round out the volume. The result is an essential
guide for all scholars, professionals, and advanced students who employ
fieldwork.
This is the first multi-volume collection of major writings on cultural anthropology,
the sub-field of anthropology which is concerned with how people in different
places live and understand the world around them. It covers key methodologies
(participant observation, ethnography) and topics (kinship, ritual, values) and
maps the development of the field from its beginnings in the mid-nineteenth
century through to recent and current debates on the 'critique of anthropology'
and the rise of new methodologies such as multi-sited research. The four
volumes are arranged thematically and each is separately introduced. Drawing
upon essays from anthropology and related disciplines, the volumes together
chart the origins of the field, explore its core theories and methods, and trace the
proliferation of sub-fields that it has generated, including anthropology of art,
urban anthropology, medical anthropology and the anthropology of gender and
sexuality. With key texts from James George Frazer, Lewis Henry Morgan,
Bronislaw Malinowski, Franz Boas, Ruth Benedict, Margaret Mead, Lucy Mair,
Claude Levi Strauss, Melford Spiro, Marshall Sahlins, Laura Nader, Maurice
Godelier, David Graeber, Suad Joseph and many more, this set is an essential
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resource for scholars and students of the subject.
This short book is designed to expose readers directly to the cultural detail and
personal experiences that lie in the anthropological record itself, and to extend their
anthropological understanding to contemporary issues. This book focuses on ecological
adaptations, structural arrangements, and interpretive meanings. For professionals that
rely on human interaction and understanding in everyday assignments.
A new edition of the classic anthropology textbook which shows how anthropology is a
revolutionary way of thinking about the human world
Social and Cultural Anthropology: The Key Concepts is the ideal introduction to this
discipline, defining and discussing the central terms of the subject with clarity and
authority.
Social and cultural anthropology and archaeology are rich subjects with deep
connections in the social and physical sciences. Over the past 150 years, the subject
matter and different theoretical perspectives have expanded so greatly that no single
individual can command all of it. Consequently, both advanced students and
professionals may be confronted with theoretical positions and names of theorists with
whom they are only partially familiar, if they have heard of them at all. Students, in
particular, are likely to turn to the web to find quick background information on theorists
and theories. However, most web-based information is inaccurate and/or lacks depth.
Students and professionals need a source to provide a quick overview of a particular
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theory and theorist with just the basics—the "who, what, where, how, and why," if you
will. In response, SAGE Reference plans to publish the two-volume Theory in Social
and Cultural Anthropology: An Encyclopedia. Features & Benefits: Two volumes
containing approximately 335 signed entries provide users with the most authoritative
and thorough reference resource available on anthropology theory, both in terms of
breadth and depth of coverage. To ease navigation between and among related
entries, a Reader's Guide groups entries thematically and each entry is followed by
Cross-References. In the electronic version, the Reader's Guide combines with the
Cross-References and a detailed Index to provide robust search-and-browse
capabilities. An appendix with a Chronology of Anthropology Theory allows students to
easily chart directions and trends in thought and theory from early times to the present.
Suggestions for Further Reading at the end of each entry and a Master Bibliography at
the end guide readers to sources for more detailed research and discussion.
An Introduction to Sociocultural AnthropologyAdaptations, Structures,
MeaningsUniversity Press of Colorado
Helping students apply their anthropological toolkit to the real world
This first major anthropological reference book on childhood learning considers the
cultural aspects of learning in childhood from the points of view of psychologists,
sociologists, educators, and anthropologists.
"If you want to know what anthropology is, look at what anthropologists do," write the
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authors of Social and Cultural Anthropology: A Very Short Introduction. This engaging
overview of the field combines an accessible account of some of the discipline's guiding
principles and methodology with abundant examples and illustrations of anthropologists
at work. Peter Just and John Monaghan begin by discussing anthropology's most
important contributions to modern thought: its investigation of culture as a distinctively
human characteristic, its doctrine of cultural relativism, and its methodology of fieldwork
and ethnography. Drawing on examples from their own fieldwork in Indonesia and
Mesoamerica, they examine specific ways in which social and cultural anthropology
have advanced our understanding of human society and culture. Including an
assessment of anthropology's present position, and a look forward to its likely future,
Social and Cultural Anthropology will make fascinating reading for anyone curious
about this social science. About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility,
and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most
interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics,
from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
he Handbook of Sociocultural Anthropology presents a state of the art overview of the subject its methodologies, current debates, history and future. It will provide the ultimate source of
authoritative, critical descriptions of all the key aspects of the discipline as well as a
consideration of the general state of the discipline at a time when there is notable uncertainty
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about its foundations, composition and direction. Divided into five core sections, the Handbook:
examines the changing theoretical and analytical orientations that have led to new ways of
carrying out research; presents an analysis of the traditional historical core and how the
discipline has changed since 1980; considers the ethnographic regions where work has had
the greatest impact on anthropology as a whole; outlines the people and institutions that are
the context in which the discipline operates, covering topics from research funding to
professional ethics.Bringing together leading international scholars, the Handbook provides a
guide to the latest research in social and cultural anthropology. Presenting a systematic
overview - and offering a wide range of examples, insights and analysis - it will be an
invaluable resource for researchers and students in anthropology as well as cultural and social
geography, cultural studies and sociology.
This concise, contemporary option for instructors of cultural anthropology breaks away from
the traditional structure of introductory textbooks. Emphasizing the interaction between
humans and their environment, the tension between human universals and cultural variation,
and the impacts of colonialism on traditional cultures, Inside Cultures shows students how
cultural anthropology can help us understand the complex, globalized world around us. This
third edition: contains brand new material on many subjects, including anthropological
approaches to anti-racism social movements in the Global North during 2020; includes findings
in anthropological research regarding the Covid-19 pandemic, and its relation to other recent
global events and conditions; updates the organization and presentation of cultural universals
and cultural variations; presents updated and enhanced discussions of anthropological studies
of humankind and the environment, with expanded analysis of industrial agriculture in the age
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of globalization; includes more illustrations and updates to existing illustrations, sidebars, and
guideposts throughout the volume; is written in clear, supple prose that delights readers while
informing on content of one of the important courses in a liberal arts education, one that
effectively bridges humanities and the sciences.
An Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology exposes students to the cultural detail and
personal experiences that lie in the anthropological record and extends their anthropological
understanding to contemporary issues. The book is divided into three parts that focus on the
main themes of the discipline: ecological adaptations, structural arrangements, and interpretive
meanings. Each chapter provides an overview of a particular topic and then presents two case
examples that illuminate the range of variation in traditional and contemporary societies. New
case examples include herders’ climate change adaptations in the Arctic, matrilineal Muslims
in Indonesia, Google’s AI winning the Asian game Go, mass migration in China, cross-cultural
differences in the use of social media, and the North American response to the Syrian refugee
crisis. Instructors will also have digital access to all the book’s illustrations for class review.
Covering the full range of sociocultural anthropology in a compact approach, this revised and
updated edition of Cultural Anthropology: Adaptations, Structures, Meanings is a holistic,
accessible, and socially relevant guide to the discipline for students at all levels.
This concise and accessible introduction establishes the relevance of cultural anthropology for
the modern world through an integrated, ethnographically informed approach. The book
develops readers’ understanding and engagement by addressing key issues such as: What it
means to be human The key characteristics of culture as a concept Relocation and dislocation
of peoples The conflict between political, social and ethnic boundaries The concept of
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economic anthropology Cultural Anthropology: 101 includes case studies from both classic and
contemporary ethnography, as well as a comprehensive bibliography and index. It is an
essential guide for students approaching this fascinating field for the first time.
The matsutake mushroom continues to be a highly sought delicacy, especially in Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean cuisine. Matsutake Worlds explores this mushroom through the lens of
multi-species encounters centered around the matsutake’s notorious elusiveness. The
mushroom’s success, the contributors of this volume argue, cannot be accounted for by any
one cultural, social, political, or economic process. Rather, the matsutake mushroom has
flourished as the result of a number of different processes and dynamics, culminating in the
culinary institution we know today.
Now with SAGE Publishing! Culture Counts is a concise introduction to anthropology that
illustrates why culture matters in our understanding of humanity and the world around us.
Serena Nanda and Richard L. Warms draw students in with engaging ethnographic stories and
a conversational writing style that encourages them to interact cross-culturally, solve problems,
and effect positive change. The brief format gives majors and non-majors the essentials they
need and frees up the instructor to teach the course the way they want to teach it. The Fifth
Edition includes new examples and vignettes that are important to the study of cultural
anthropology. Issues of gender, identity, globalization, intersectionality, inequality, and public
health have been incorporated throughout the book, as well as a new chapter on race and
ethnicity that brings the book in step with recent conversations about power, race, and history.
This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package. Contact your SAGE
representative to request a demo. Digital Option / Courseware SAGE Vantage is an intuitive
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digital platform that delivers this text’s content and course materials in a learning experience
that offers auto-graded assignments and interactive multimedia tools, all carefully designed to
ignite student engagement and drive critical thinking. Built with you and your students in mind,
it offers simple course set-up and enables students to better prepare for class. Assignable
Video with Assessment Assignable video (available with SAGE Vantage) is tied to learning
objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. Watch a sample video
now. LMS Cartridge: Import this title’s instructor resources into your school’s learning
management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the
same online resources for this title via the password-protected Instructor Resource Site.
Anthropological practice has been dominated by the so-called "great" traditions (AngloAmerican, French, and German). However, processes of decolonization, along with critical
interrogation of these dominant narratives, have led to greater visibility of what used to be seen
as peripheral scholarship. With contributions from leading anthropologists and social scientists
from different countries and anthropological traditions, this volume gives voice to scholars
outside these "great" traditions. It shows the immense variety of methodologies, training, and
approaches that scholars from these regions bring to anthropology and the social sciences in
general, thus enriching the disciplines in important ways at an age marked by multiculturalism,
globalization, and transnationalism.
In The Struggle for a Multilingual Future, Christina Davis examines the tension between ethnic
conflict and multilingual education policy in the linguistic and social practices of Sri Lankan
minority youth. Facing a legacy of post-independence language and education policies that
were among the complex causes of the Sri Lankan civil war (1983 - 2009), the government has
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recently sought to promote interethnic integration through trilingual language policies in
Sinhala, Tamil, and English in state schools. Integrating ethnographic and linguistic research in
and around two schools during the last phase of the war, Davis's research shows how, despite
the intention of the reforms, practices on the ground reinforce language-based models of
ethnicity and sustain ethnic divisions and power inequalities. By engaging with the actual
experiences of Tamil and Muslim youth, Davis demonstrates the difficulties of using language
policy to ameliorate ethnic conflict if it does not also address how that conflict is produced and
reproduced in everyday talk.

This book provides a critical introduction to theory in cultural anthropology—from the
perspective of the philosophy of science. It imparts the analytical skills needed to
assess the often contradictory claims to knowledge and theoretical perspectives
encountered in the study of general anthropology. KEY TOPICS Chapter topics cover
science and anthropology: epistemological questions, evolutionism and the beginnings
of anthropology during the nineteenth century, the Diffusionists, historical particularism,
functionalism and modern anthropology, structural-functionalism, French structuralism,
ethnoscience and cognitive anthropology, symbolic anthropology and the interpretation
of culture, scientific anthropology, materialist and Marxist anthropology, postmodern
anthropology, and anthropology in the 21st century. For individuals seeking reliable,
valid knowledge about humankind, human behavior, and the evolution and operation of
sociocultural systems.
In Writing Anthropology, fifty-two anthropologists reflect on scholarly writing as both
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craft and commitment. These short essays cover a wide range of territory, from
ethnography, genre, and the politics of writing to affect, storytelling, authorship, and
scholarly responsibility. Anthropological writing is more than just communicating
findings: anthropologists write to tell stories that matter, to be accountable to the
communities in which they do their research, and to share new insights about the world
in ways that might change it for the better. The contributors offer insights into the
beauty and the function of language and the joys and pains of writing while giving
encouragement to stay at it—to keep writing as the most important way to not only
improve one’s writing but to also honor the stories and lessons learned through
research. Throughout, they share new thoughts, prompts, and agitations for writing that
will stimulate conversations that cut across the humanities. Contributors. Whitney BattleBaptiste, Jane Eva Baxter, Ruth Behar, Adia Benton, Lauren Berlant, Robin M.
Bernstein, Sarah Besky, Catherine Besteman, Yarimar Bonilla, Kevin Carrico, C. Anne
Claus, Sienna R. Craig, Zoë Crossland, Lara Deeb, K. Drybread, Jessica Marie
Falcone, Kim Fortun, Kristen R. Ghodsee, Daniel M. Goldstein, Donna M. Goldstein,
Sara L. Gonzalez, Ghassan Hage, Carla Jones, Ieva Jusionyte, Alan Kaiser, Barak
Kalir, Michael Lambek, Carole McGranahan, Stuart McLean, Lisa Sang Mi Min, Mary
Murrell, Kirin Narayan, Chelsi West Ohueri, Anand Pandian, Uzma Z. Rizvi, Noel B.
Salazar, Bhrigupati Singh, Matt Sponheimer, Kathleen Stewart, Ann Laura Stoler, Paul
Stoller, Nomi Stone, Paul Tapsell, Katerina Teaiwa, Marnie Jane Thomson, Gina
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Athena Ulysse, Roxanne Varzi, Sita Venkateswar, Maria D. Vesperi, Sasha Su-Ling
Welland, Bianca C. Williams, Jessica Winegar
This useful resource is designed to serve as a statement, in brief compass, of the major
developments in anthropological theory rendered in a historical perspective. Intended
as an organizing framework, this book presents all theoretical viewpoints fairly,
concisely, and simply.
A revised and updated edition of this unique best-selling guide to social and cultural
anthropology.
Lively, forceful, and impassioned, Unwrapping the Sacred Bundle is a major
intervention in debates about the configuration of the discipline of anthropology. In the
essays brought together in this provocative collection, prominent anthropologists
consider the effects of and alternatives to the standard definition of the discipline as a
“holistic” study of humanity based on the integration of the four fields of archaeology,
biological anthropology, sociocultural anthropology, and linguistic anthropology. Editors
Daniel A. Segal and Sylvia J. Yanagisako provide a powerful introduction to the volume.
Unabashed in their criticism of the four-field structure, they argue that North American
anthropology is tainted by its roots in nineteenth-century social evolutionary thought.
The essayists consider the complex state of anthropology, its relation to other
disciplines and the public sphere beyond academia, the significance of the
convergence of linguistic and cultural anthropology, and whether or not anthropology is
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the best home for archaeology. While the contributors are not in full agreement with one
another, they all critique “official” definitions of anthropology as having a fixed, fourfield core. The editors are keenly aware that anthropology is too protean to be remade
along the lines of any master plan, and this volume does not offer one. It does open
discussions of anthropology’s institutional structure to all possible outcomes, including
the refashioning of the discipline as it now exists. Contributors. James Clifford, Ian
Hodder, Rena Lederman, Daniel A. Segal, Michael Silverstein, Sylvia J. Yanagisako
This book explores the broad territory of design anthropology, covering key
approaches, ways of working and areas of debate and tension. It understands design
as fundamentally human centred and argues for a design anthropology based primarily
on collaboration and communication. Adam Drazin suggests the most important
collaborative knowledges which design anthropology develops are heuristic, emerging
as engagements between fieldwork sites and design studios. The chapters draw on
material culture literature and include a wide range of examples of different projects and
outputs. Highlighting the importance of design as a topic in the study of contemporary
culture, this is valuable reading for students and scholars of anthropology and design
as well as practitioners.
Anthropological theory can radically transform our understanding of human experience
and offer theologians an introduction to the interdisciplinary nature between
anthropology and Christianity. Both sociocultural anthropology and theology have made
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fundamental contributions to our understanding of human experience and the place of
humanity in the world. But can these two disciplines, despite the radical differences that
separate them, work together to transform their thinking on these topics? Robbins
argues that they can. To make this point, he draws on key theological discussions of
atonement, eschatology, interruption, passivity, and judgement to rethink important
anthropological debates about such topics as ethical life, radical change, the ways
people live in time, agency, gift giving, and the nature of humanity. The result is both a
major reconsideration of important aspects of anthropological theory through
theological categories and a series of careful readings of influential theologians such as
Moltmann, Pannenberg, Jüngel, and Dalferth informed by rich ethnographic accounts of
the lives of Christians from around the world. In conclusion, Robbins draws on
contemporary discussions of secularism to interrogate the secular foundations of
anthropology and suggests that the differences between anthropology and theology
surrounding this topic can provide a foundation for transformative dialogue between
them, rather than being an obstacle to it. Written as a work of interdisciplinary
anthropological theorizing, this book also offers theologians an introduction to some of
the most important ground covered by burgeoning field of the anthropology of
Christianity while guiding anthropologists into core areas of theological discussion.
Although theoretically ambitious, the book is clearly argued throughout and written to be
accessible to all readers in the social sciences, theology, and religious studies
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interested in the place of religion in social life and human experience.
The Second Edition of Ken Guest's Cultural Anthropology: A Toolkit for a Global Age
covers the concepts that drive cultural anthropology by showing that now, more than
ever, global forces affect local culture and the tools of cultural anthropology are relevant
to living in a globalizing world.
From an award-winning anthropologist, a lively, accessible, and irreverent introduction
to the field What is anthropology? What can it tell us about the world? Why, in short,
does it matter? For well over a century, cultural anthropologists have circled the globe,
from Papua New Guinea to California, uncovering surprising insights about how
humans organize their lives and articulate their values. In the process, anthropology
has done more than any other discipline to reveal what culture means and why it
matters. By weaving together examples and theories from around the world, Matthew
Engelke provides a lively, accessible, and at times irreverent introduction to
anthropology, covering a wide range of classic and contemporary approaches,
subjects, and anthropologists. Presenting memorable cases, he encourages readers to
think deeply about key concepts that anthropologists use to make sense of the world.
Along the way, he shows how anthropology helps us understand other cultures and
points of view—but also how, in doing so, it reveals something about ourselves and our
own cultures, too.
While the first decade after the fall of the Berlin wall was marked by the challenges of
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unification and the often difficult process of reconciling East and West German
experiences, many Germans expected that the “new century” would achieve
“normalization.” The essays in this volume take a closer look at Germany's new
normalcy and argue for a more nuanced picture that considers the ruptures as well as
the continuities. Germany's new generation of writers is more diverse than ever before,
and their texts often not only speak of a Germany that is multicultural but also take a
more playful attitude toward notions of identity. Written with an eye toward similar and
dissimilar developments and traditions on both sides of the Atlantic, this volume
balances overviews of significant trends in present-day cultural life with illustrative
analyses of individual writers and texts.
"A vitally important contribution to anthropology. . . . Most importantly, although the
critique is sharply directed, the tone of the volume is constructive rather than
destructive—or deconstructive."—Joan Vincent, Barnard College "A rich, thoughtprovoking, and highly original collection. . . . The research presented is new and the
perspectives original. This collection of essays casts significant new light on
phenomena and practices which have long been central to anthropology, while at the
same time introducing new substantive materials."—Don Brenneis, University of
California, Santa Cruz
In what ways did Europeans interact with the diversity of people they encountered on
other continents in the context of colonial expansion, and with the peasant or ethnic
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‘Other’ at home? How did anthropologists and ethnologists make sense of the mosaic
of people and societies during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, when their
disciplines were progressively being established in academia? By assessing the
diversity of European intellectual histories within sociocultural anthropology, this volume
aims to sketch its intellectual and institutional portrait. It will be a useful reading for the
students of anthropology, ethnology, history and philosophy of science, research and
science policy makers.
The collapse of socialism at the end of the twentieth century brought devastating
changes to Mongolia. Economic shock therapy—an immediate liberalization of trade and
privatization of publicly owned assets—quickly led to impoverishment, especially in rural
parts of the country, where Tragic Spirits takes place. Following the travels of the
nomadic Buryats, Manduhai Buyandelger tells a story not only of economic devastation
but also a remarkable Buryat response to it—the revival of shamanic practices after
decades of socialist suppression. Attributing their current misfortunes to returning
ancestral spirits who are vengeful over being abandoned under socialism, the Buryats
are now at once trying to appease their ancestors and recover the history of their
people through shamanic practice. Thoroughly documenting this process, Buyandelger
situates it as part of a global phenomenon, comparing the rise of shamanism in
liberalized Mongolia to its similar rise in Africa and Indonesia. In doing so, she offers a
sophisticated analysis of the way economics, politics, gender, and other factors
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influence the spirit world and the crucial workings of cultural memory.
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