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Introduction To The American Legal System 8th
Edition
This new coursebook introduces students to the relationship among the American
constitutional, governmental, and legal systems. With a clear and concise presentation,
this book explores historical and contemporary events, judicial opinions, and
constitutional provisions that demonstrate how the three systems accommodate social
progress in an ever-changing and highly diverse nation. Perfect for LLM courses or
even undergraduate classes, this book aims to teach students how to understand
constitutional doctrines, brief judicial opinions, and how American history affects
contemporary legal issues. Features: Clear and concise presentation and logical
organization of material making it an excellent introductory book to the American legal
system Inclusion of modern cases on relevant topics, such as same-sex marriage,
legalization of marijuana, and homicidal laws affecting juveniles Chapter questions that
facilitate basic legal analysis through hypotheticals, opinion briefing, and application of
constitutional provisions Inclusion of important historical and political events, such as
lawsuits brought against Presidents, congressional impeachment powers, the Electoral
College System, the Supreme Court s resolution of voting issues, the Civil War and
post Civil War constitutional amendments, the Civil Rights movement, presidential and
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congressional war powers, and Supreme Court opinions about Guantanamo Bay
detainees
The book presents a general introduction to the study of law in the United States. The
idea here is to provide-in casebook form-an introduction to American law and legal
English for (1) international law students, both those who wish at some point to study or
practice in the United States and those who wish to remain in their home countries; (2)
English-speaking undergraduate students interested in studying the law and/or going to
law school; and (3) anyone else interested in understanding and studying basic
concepts in law.
This volume contributes to the growing field of comparative Jewish and American law,
turning to Jewish law to provide insights into substantive and conceptual areas of the
American legal system, particularly areas of American law that are complex,
controversial, and unsettled.
This extraordinary paperback provides a highly accessible and appealing orientation to
the American legal system and presents basic concepts of civil litigation to first-year law
students. Whose Monet? An Introduction to the American Legal System focuses on a
lengthy dispute over the ownership of a painting as a vehicle for introducing students to
the basic law school tasks of reading analytically, understanding legal materials, and
working with the common law. The author and his colleagues have used these
materials successfully in their classrooms for many years, ensuring their teachability
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and effectiveness: Whose Monet? can be used as primary course material in
orientation courses or seminars, as well as collateral reading for in-semester Legal
Process or Civil Procedure courses The organization is logical and straightforward and
the accessible writing style--lucid, descriptive, and conversational--is ideal for incoming
students The major events in a lawsuit are considered, and the text sheds light on how
the law is applied in a civil dispute, introducing common law and statutory law and the
various courts and their interrelationship (trial/appellate, state/federal) The author draws
on judicial opinions, litigation papers, transcripts, and selections from commentators
and various jurisprudential sources, thereby exposing the first-year student to as broad
a spectrum of materials as possible Telling the story of a real lawsuit (DeWeerth v.
Baldinger)--from client intake through trial and various appeals--draws students into the
legal process by means of an engaging narrative and makes for a truly enjoying
teaching experience for professors The lawyer's role is examined in both its functional
and moral dimensions: What do lawyers do? What does society legitimately expect
lawyers to do? This book is suitable for both classroom and stand-alone assigned
reading
According to Deloria and Wilkins, "Whenever American minorities have raised voices of
protest, they have been admonished to work within the legal system that seek its
abolition." This essential work examines the historical evolution of the legal rights of
various minority groups and the relationship between these rights and the philosophical
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intent of the American founders.
A social history of the law in America traces the development of the American legal
system from the colonial period to the present day, exploring the various ways in which
it evolved to fit the changing needs of American society and economy and documenting
its failures and accomplishments in terms of social opportunity, justice, crime,
government, and more. Reprint. 12,500 first printing.
This book introduces legal education, the legal profession, the legal system, and
primary sources of the law. It begins with the basics and then introduces more
sophisticated issues. The fourth edition updates all the statistical information about
legal education and the legal profession, uses a new series of cases showing the
evolution of the common law, and includes the Obergefell case to illustrate the complex
interplay of legal doctrines.
A concise examination of the central role of legal decisions in shaping key social issues
explores topics ranging from Native American affairs and slavery to business and home
life as well as how criminal and civil offenses have been addressed in positive and
negative ways. Original.
INTRODUCTION TO LAW AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM provides an overview of law
and the American legal system, using cases to support the major functions of U.S. law.
Suitable for a variety of departments and courses, this text is known for its broad
coverage, flexible organization, and use of cases to explain legal concepts. Important
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Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may
not be available in the ebook version.
The authors have retained most of the original text with revisions to reflect new
developments, while adding edited reports of many new cases. The new cases
emphasize recent decisions of the United States Supreme Court, but also include an
eclectic group of decisions by state appellate courts. Instructors who wish to introduce
students to the case method of legal analysis will find they have ample resources to do
so; instructors who wish to emphasize textual description of the key features of the
Anglo-American legal system will find all the necessary materials still at hand, and may
pretermit the illustrative cases as they see fit.
This concise primer offers an introduction to U.S. law from a comparative perspective,
explaining not only the main features of American law and legal culture, but also how
and why it differs from that of other countries. Students beginning LLM programs in the
U.S., in particular international students, will find this primer invaluable reading.
While emphasizing that lawyers fulfill a vital but often misunderstood public function in
society, The American Legal Profession: The Myths and Realities of Practicing Law by
Christopher P. Banks dispels some of the common misconceptions about the legal
profession to show that the reality of being a lawyer is much different from what many
students believe it to be. Many students know little about what law school is like or how
it differs from undergraduate study, and this book corrects common myths about
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graduating law school and life after passing the bar. This brief primer is a nuts-and-bolts
analysis of what it is really like to go into the legal profession, from start to finish, giving
students considering a career in law a realistic overview of their potential legal careers.
The American legal system is the most significant in the world today, yet until recently
there had not been a book that provided both the basic rules and the theoretical
understanding necessary to comprehend it. Now, Fundamentals of American Law
supplies these concepts to a number of audiences, ranging from students and scholars
of law to business people and government officials; from those whose work regularly
involves legal issues and who want to understand the law better than they do now, to
the general reader who wants to gain a stronger appreciation of our legal system. In
twenty-three chapters, the book looks at the overarching principles of American law, the
seven subject areas primarily governed by the States, and the eight areas governed by
Federal Law. Each chapter is written by an acknowledged expert in that area. All of the
authors are on the faculty of the New York University School of Law, regarded as one
of the elite law schools in America, and this work is offered as an element of its unique
Global Law School Program. The book not only provides the reader with a solid
foundation of American law, but will also serve as a basic reference book for years to
come. Fundamentals of American Law is one volume anyone will want to have on hand
to gain an understanding of our legal system.
This unique study offers a comprehensive analysis of American jurisprudence from its
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emergence in the later stages of the nineteenth century through to the present day. The
author argues that it is a mistake to view American jurisprudence as a collection of
movements and schools which have emerged in opposition to each other. By offering a
highly original analysis of legal formalism, legal realism, policy science, process
jurisprudence, law and economics, and critical legal studies, he demonstrates that
American jurisprudence has evolved as a collection of themes which reflect broader
American intellectual and cultural concerns.
The Fourth Edition of An Introduction to the American Legal System provides both
historical context and thoroughly up-to-date coverage of all aspects of American law
and the legal system. Vivid examples, on-point case summaries, and hot-button issues
make this text an obvious choice for paralegal, criminal justice, political science, or legal
studies courses. Key New Features Cases in Point that concisely illustrate how the law
applies in the real world Questions for discussion in every chapter that point to highinterest issues for debate Discussions of recent U.S. Supreme Court decisions such as
the Obamacare decisions, the Defense of Marriage Act decision, and key rulings on
recess appointments and First Amendment Rights Contemporary topical coverage,
such as the national security legislation and whistleblowers Updated discussions of
justifiable use of force, intellectual property, abortion rights, capital punishment, and
affirmative action A well-crafted design that includes learning objectives and chapter
outlines A convenient Glossary of Legal Terms and The Constitution of the United
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States of America in the Appendices
Heavily classroom-tested by the authors and other instructors, this powerful teaching
tool puts an emphasis on vocabulary and solid learning aids to introduce the American
legal system to foreign law students. Focusing on constitutional law, the authors
provide in-depth coverage of major issues such as the health care mandate, Arizona
immigration law, the Defense of Marriage Act, affirmative action, the Supreme Court
citation on international authority and more. The American Legal System for Foreign
Lawyers uses contract law to show the continued development of common law and
considers the role and function of judges, characterizing the differences between
common and civil law. Other important issues are highlighted such as the differences
between judicial review of legislation under constitutional challenge, judicial
interpretation of statutes, and judicial development and application of common law
contract and property law principles. Interesting cases and solid case-reading coverage
combine with tables, graphical material, and glossaries to help students grasp United
States law. Features of The American Legal System for Foreign Lawyers: Heavily classroom tested by the authors and other instructors In-depth coverage of major issues
Health Care Mandate Arizona immigration law Defense of Marriage Act Absorption of
the Second Amendment Affirmative Action Supreme Court citation on international
authority Uses contract law to show continued development of common law Considers
the role and function of judges, characterizing the differences between common and
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civil law Highlights important differences judicial review of legislation under
constitutional challenge judicial interpretation of statutes judicial development and
application of common law contract and property law principles Teaching and learning
aids tables charts and graphical materials chapter and whole book glossaries
Interesting cases and coverage of case-reading
For law students and lawyers to successfully understand and practice law in the U.S.,
recognition of the wider context and culture which informs the law is essential. Simply
learning the legal rules and procedures in isolation is not enough without an
appreciation of the culture that produced them. This book provides the reader with an
understandable introduction to the ways in which U.S. law reflects its culture and each
chapter begins with questions to guide the reader, and concludes with questions for
review, challenge and further understanding. Kirk W. Junker explores cultural
differences, employing history, social theory, philosophy, and language as "reference
frames," which are then applied to the rules and procedures of the U.S. legal system in
the book’s final chapter. Through these cultural reference frames readers are provided
with a set of interpretive tools to inform their understanding of the substance and
institutions of the law. With a deeper understanding of this cultural context, international
students will be empowered to more quickly adapt to their studies; more
comprehensively understand the role of the attorney in the U.S. system; draw
comparisons with their own domestic legal systems, and ultimately become more
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successful in their legal careers both in the U.S. and abroad.
This book, suitable as a primer for foreign LLMs -- or as an introductory survey for
American students of both procedural and substantive law -- is a comprehensive,
though concise, survey of the American legal system -- its structure and its
methodology.
The eighth edition offers an updated and streamlined examination of the American
system of law, courts, and justice. Part I (Law) reviews the history of courts and justice,
common law and civil law systems, as well as law schools and legal education. Part II
(Courts) discusses lawyers and the practice of law; unravels the structure and
administration of federal and state court systems; delineates the appellate process, the
Supreme Court, and judicial review; and describes the roles of judges, prosecutors, and
criminal defense attorneys. Part III (Justice) demystifies the criminal justice process,
negotiated justice, civil justice, juvenile justice, and alternative forms of justice.
Throughout the book, landmark cases, important historical events, illustrative examples,
and boxed items highlight or expand chapter content. Each of the twelve chapters
concludes with an extensive summary, a list of key terms, and review questions. There
is also a glossary that provides a summary of important terms.
This book offers a thorough examination of the system of justice used in the United
States: civil and criminal, juvenile and therapeutic. The author's background in the
disciplines of political science, sociology, and criminal justice make this a
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comprehensive treatment of criminal law topics. Chapter topics cover an introduction to
and history of law and justice in America, systems of law and justice, law schools and
legal education, the legal profession and the practice of law, the structure and
administration of state and federal courts, the appellate process and judicial review,
judicial interpretation and policy-making, negotiated justice: plea bargaining, and
alternative dispute resolution and therapeutic justice. For individuals interested in law
and the judicial process.
Students can becomve familiar with legal syntax and legal vocabulary in this
introduction to basic legal information and the U.S. legal system.
This book is exceptional in the sense that it provides an introduction to law in general
rather than the law of one specific jurisdiction, and it presents a unique way of looking
at legal education. It is crucial for lawyers to be aware of the different ways in which
societal problems can be solved and to be able to discuss the advantages and
disadvantages of different legal solutions. In this respect, being a lawyer involves being
able to reason like a lawyer, even more than having detailed knowledge of particular
sets of rules. Introduction to Law reflects this view by focusing on the functions of rules
and on ways of arguing the relative qualities of alternative legal solutions. Where
‘positive’ law is discussed, the emphasis is on the legal questions that must be
addressed by a field of law and on the different solutions which have been adopted by,
for instance, the common law and civil law tradition. The law of specific jurisdictions is
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discussed to illustrate possible answers to questions such as when the existence of a
valid contract is assumed.
Introduction to the Laws.....Series Volume 5 As issues in American law turn up with
ever-greater frequency in dozens of countries worldwide, some familiarity with the legal
system of the United States of America has become de rigueur for practising lawyers
everywhere. This incomparable handbook, now in its Second Edition, provides an
authoritative description of the major elements, including all matters likely to emerge in
the course of normal legal activity. Written from a clear and cogent comparative
perspective, it is of great practical value for both counselling and courtroom use.
Eighteen lucid chapters by distinguished American law professors, each of whom is
also knowledgeable about a legal system outside that of the United States, explain the
major laws, legal standards, and legal institutions of the United States. Substantive and
procedural comparisons are presented in plain English, with appropriate commentary
where deemed helpful to clarify particularly complex or unsettled matters. The resulting
volume is an expert historical, systematic, and critical introduction to the law of the
United States.
"Among books of similar scope, this is the recognized classic. Those who read this
book will have the strange privilege of thinking things together in the law from the
beginning of world history to the moment Pound sent his writings to the
printer."--American Bar Association Journal.
Page 12/19

Download Free Introduction To The American Legal System 8th Edition
American Law and Legal Systems examines the philosophy of law within a
political, social, and economic framework with great clarity and insight. Readers
are introduced to operative legal concepts, everyday law practices, substantive
procedures, and the intricacies of the American legal system. Eliminating
confusing legalese, the authors skillfully explain the basics, from how a lawsuit is
filed to the final appeal. This new edition provides essential updates to forensic
and scientific evidence, contract law, family law, and includes new text boxes and
tables to help students understand, remember, and apply central concepts.
This new book offers an approachable user's guide to both the spirit and the
letter of the law underlying the U.S. legal system. It provides explanations and
examples of most of the concepts covered in law schools explained in plain
English, with minimum use of jargon. It also offers copies of the U.S. Constitution
and Bill of Rights. It's perfect for anyone who wishes a concise and approachable
guide to the U.S. Legal system.
This anthology presents, for the first time, full texts of the twenty most important
works of American legal thought since 1890. Drawing on a course the editors
teach at Harvard Law School, the book traces the rise and evolution of a
distinctly American form of legal reasoning. These are the articles that have
made these authors--from Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., to Ronald Coase, from
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Ronald Dworkin to Catherine MacKinnon--among the most recognized names in
American legal history. These authors proposed answers to the classic question:
"What does it mean to think like a lawyer--an American lawyer?" Their answers
differed, but taken together they form a powerful brief for the existence of a
distinct and powerful style of reasoning--and of rulership. The legal mind is as
often critical as constructive, however, and these texts form a canon of critical
thinking, a toolbox for resisting and unravelling the arguments of the best legal
minds. Each article is preceded by a short introduction highlighting the article's
main ideas and situating it in the context of its author's broader intellectual
projects, the scholarly debates of his or her time, and the reception the article
received. Law students and their teachers will benefit from seeing these classic
writings, in full, in the context of their original development. For lawyers, the
collection will take them back to their best days in law school. All readers will be
struck by the richness, the subtlety, and the sophistication with which so many of
what have become the clichés of everyday legal argument were originally
formulated.
In this newly updated volume, Moliterno and Lederer take a fresh and innovative
look at the subject of law and what law study and the practice of law entail by
combining a traditional academic viewpoint with elements of law practice and
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ethics as it continues to be widely used in orientation and introductory courses.
The American legal system can be hard to understand. Going to law school is
both difficult and anxiety-producing. Introduction to Law is designed to help in
both areas. Written by two highly-experienced legal educators at America's oldest
law school, Introduction to Law provides the reader with a written equivalent of
William & Mary Law School's famous introductory law school week. Often lighthearted, this useful and pragmatic book combines an innovative introduction to
the American legal system with material on how to read and understand court
cases and, critically, the lawyer's interaction with the client. All too often, legal
texts ignore people, especially the client whose need for legal advice first
engages the legal system. The text shows the reader how a lawyer must
ascertain facts and goals from a client and then apply what the new lawyer (or
law student) has learned about law and its interpretation to solve the client's
problem. Revised in 2010 to be fresher, more readable, and more timely in its
current events references, Introduction to Law is an ideal book for a soon-to-be
law student or for anyone who wants a better understanding of how our legal
system and lawyers function.
Provides a comprehensive, readable overview of how criminal justice actually
works in the United States, and what makes US procedures distinctive and
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important.
"[A] fully updated survey of American law that incorporates fresh materials on
recent Supreme Court cases, the latest developments in Internet law, and
sensational criminal trials"--Flap page 1 of dust jacket.
In this fifth edition of his bestselling classic, Jay Feinman provides an
authoritative and up-to-date overview of the American legal system. In the years
since the publication of the fourth edition, there have been many important
developments on the legal front. The Supreme Court has issued important
decisions on presidential powers, freedom of religion, and personal liberty. Police
shootings and the rise of Black Lives Matter has impacted the court system too.
The rise of arbitration at the expense of jury trials has affected the rights of
consumers, and internet law remains in a state of constant change. This fully
updated fifth edition of Law 101 accounts for all these developments and more,
as Feinman once again provides a clear introduction to American law. The book
covers all the main subjects taught in the first year of law school, and discusses
every facet of the American legal tradition, including constitutional law, the
litigation process, and criminal, property, and contracts law. To illustrate how the
legal system works, Feinman draws from noteworthy, infamous, and even
outrageous examples and cases. We learn about the case involving scalding
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coffee that cost McDonald's half a million dollars, the murder trial in Victorian
London that gave us the legal definition of insanity, and the epochal decision of
Marbury vs. Madison that gave the Supreme Court the power to declare state
and federal law unconstitutional. A key to learning about the law is understanding
legal vocabulary, and Feinman helps by clarifying terms like "due process" and
"equal protection," as well as by drawing distinctions between terms like "murder"
and "manslaughter." Above all, Feinman reveals to readers of all kinds that
despite its complexities and quirks, the law can be understood by everyone.
Perfect for students contemplating law school, journalists covering legislature, or
even casual fans of "court-television" shows, Law 101 is a clear and accessible
introduction to the American legal system.
Resource added for the Paralegal program 101101.
An Introduction to the American Legal System, Government, and Constitutional
LawWolters Kluwer
This multimedia platform combines a book and video series that will change the way
you study constitutional law. An Introduction to Constitutional Law teaches the narrative
of constitutional law as it has developed over the past two centuries. All students—even
those unfamiliar with American history—will learn the essential background information
to grasp how this body of law has come to be what it is today. An online library of sixtyPage 17/19
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three videos (access codes provided with purchase of the book) brings the Supreme
Court’s one hundred most important decisions to life. These videos are enriched by
photographs, maps, and even audio from the Supreme Court. The book and videos are
accessible for all levels: law school, college, high school, home school, and
independent study. Students can read and watch these materials before class to
prepare for lectures or study after class to fill in any gaps in their notes. And, come
exam time, students can watch the entire canon of constitutional law in about twelve
hours.
"An Introduction to the American Legal System" is ideal for undergraduate students in
legal studies, political science, criminal justice, pre-law, and sociology programs,
paralegal programs, as well as for anyone with an interest in the historical and
contemporary approaches to law in America.
A less-expensive grayscale paperback version is available. Search for ISBN
9781680923018. Business Law I Essentials is a brief introductory textbook designed to
meet the scope and sequence requirements of courses on Business Law or the Legal
Environment of Business. The concepts are presented in a streamlined manner, and
cover the key concepts necessary to establish a strong foundation in the subject. The
textbook follows a traditional approach to the study of business law. Each chapter
contains learning objectives, explanatory narrative and concepts, references for further
reading, and end-of-chapter questions. Business Law I Essentials may need to be
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supplemented with additional content, cases, or related materials, and is offered as a
foundational resource that focuses on the baseline concepts, issues, and approaches.
The fundamental rules, court cases, concepts and trends of each key subject in
American law are presented in a narrative tailored to the reader without an American
legal background. Each chapter covers a major area of law, summarizes the leading
doctrines, analyzes recurring, current and developing trends, highlights areas of
contemporary debate, offers streamlined versions of precedent-setting cases, raises
questions for further discussion, and lists important vocabulary words.This book is ideal
for readers who want to understand the contemporary American legal system at a more
than superficial level, but who are not currently studying to become American lawyers.
The style, organization and content make the book attractive for such readers as those
planning on entering law school; paralegal assistants; students of American law outside
of the United States; American undergraduates taking a course in American law and/or
in a pre-law program; and graduate level students in subjects other than American law.
The size, weight and price of the book are tailored to make the book attractive to
students.
"This is a comprehensive introductory text on American legal systems for
undergraduate and paralegal students"-Copyright: a2af7a211c0b98e30897be229e910262
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