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There are thousands of excellent resources in the field of New Testament studies. But which
tools are best for sermon preparation, topical study, research, or classroom study? In Best
Bible Books, the authors review and recommend hundreds of books, saving pastors, students,
and scholars time, effort, and money. Glynn and Burer examine commentaries on every book
of the New Testament, describing their approach, format, and usability; they then rank them on
a scale of good, better, and best. Other chapters survey special studies for each New
Testament book as well as books in related disciplines such as historical background,
language resources, and hermeneutics. Also included are helpful chapters on building a musthave personal library, and identifying books that comprise the ultimate New Testament
commentary collection. This is an indispensable resource for any serious student of the Bible.
In the dominant interpretation of the Antioch incident Paul is viewed as separating from Peter
and Jewish Christianity to lead his own independent mission which was eventually to triumph
in the creation of a church with a gentile identity. Paul's gentile mission, however, represented
only one strand of the Christ movement but has been universalized to signify the whole. The
consequence of this view of Paul is that the earliest diversity in which he operated and which
he affirmed has been anachronistically diminished almost to the point of obliteration. There is
little recognition of the Jewish form of Christianity and that Paul by and large related positively
to it as evidenced in Romans 14-15. Here Paul acknowledges Jewish identity as an abiding
reality rather than as a temporary and weak form of faith in Christ. This book argues that
diversity in Christ was fundamental to Paul and that particularly in his ethical guidance this
received recognition. Paul's relation to Judaism is best understood not as a reaction to his
former faith but as a transformation resulting from his vision of Christ. In this the past is not
obliterated but transformed and thus continuity is maintained so that the identity of Christianity
is neither that of a new religion nor of a Jesus cult. In Christ the past is reconfigured and thus
the diversity of humanity continues within the church, which can celebrate the richness of
differing identities under the Lordship of Christ.
'Apocalyptic' is a key concept for 20th century interpretation of Paul, embracing several major
figures and strands of inquiry. But the category 'apocalyptic' has itself of late come in for
scrutiny, which in turn reflects back on 'apocalyptic' interpretation of Paul. This study offers a
review of interpretation, ranging beyond Pauline studies to address 'apocalyptic' interpretation
generally. Sustained attention to what interpreters are doing with this category, placed
alongside what is claimed as being done, reveals a hermeneutical story of considerable
interest and wide relevance, which situates the whole interpretive dialogue.
In The Face of New Testament Studies, editors Scot McKnight and Grant R. Osborne bring
together New Testament experts who track developments in their specialized fields of researchand why those developments are important. It provides scholars and students with a useful
survey of the "state-of-the-question" in New Testament Studies.
The ESVScripture Journal: New Testament Setincludes 19 volumes, featuring the text of each
New Testament book opposite lightly lined blank pages for recording notes and prayers--a
great resource for personal Bible reading and reflection, group Bible studies, or sermon notes.
This book suggests that Old Testament scholars should strengthen their growing links with
neighbouring academic disciplines and encourage a number of interpretative interests within
biblical studies. Given such a pluralistic context, the author's contention is that the 'canonical'
approach to Old Testament study will have a distinctive contribution to make to the discipline
without necessarily displacing other traditions of historical and literary inquiry, as many
scholars have assumed. Dr Brett offers a comprehensive critique of the canonical approach as
developed by Brevard Childs, and examines the development of Childs's exegetical practice,
his hermeneutical theory, and the many critical responses which his work has elicited. In
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responding to these criticisms, the author examines the most problematic aspects of the
canonical approach (notably Childs's inadequate reply to those who emphasize the ideological
conflicts that lie behind biblical texts in their final form) and seeks to reconstruct the approach
in light of contemporary discussions of interpretation in literary theory and the social sciences.
New Testament Studies offers a unified approach and a selection of excellent articles that is in
no way constrained by theological positions. The aim of this four-volume set is to provide a rich
teaching and learning resource which generates a real knowledge transfer based on the best
recent New Testament scholarship. Volume I covers two areas, issues of methodology and
recent advances in historical Jesus research. The former area both lays the basic groundwork
for engaging in the study of the ancient texts that form the New Testament, but also collects
together some of the more creative reading strategies that have been applied to New
Testament texts over the last few decades. Further, research into the central figure of the New
Testament has a long history, and there has been renewed interest and fresh advances in this
area over the last twenty years that have reshaped the questions that are being explored.
Volume II looks specifically at the four canonical Gospels. The volume opens with articles that
deal with general issues such as questions of genre, audience and purpose before presenting
articles that deal with the individual texts. Also the recent application of social-memory theory
to Gospel texts will be highlighted. Volume III perhaps covers the topic that has seen the
greatest amount of literature published during the last three decades - the person and letters of
Paul the apostle. Three central areas which will be addressed are: (i) the life and selfunderstanding of Paul; (ii) his theological understandings; and (iii) the purpose of his writings
and the issues they raise. Volume IV is not an assembly of disparate voices, but actually
reflects one of the most important developments in the study of the New Testament and Early
Christianity. Namely, it allows for the appreciation of the diverse expressions of faith that
represented the Jesus movement in the first two centuries.
"In this outstanding collection, eminent New Testament scholar C. K. Barrett considers various
dimensions of the fourth gospel. As a foundation for greater understanding, he discusses the
theological method inherent in John's writings. He includes an important chapter on Christology
that deals with Jesus' relationship to God and the nature of his humanness. Particularly
revealing is the comparison of the theological vocabulary of the Gospel of John and the Gospel
of Truth. Four vital aspects of Johannine literature are discusses : symbolism, sacraments,
paradox-dualism, and history. One essay is devoted to Ignatius of Antioch, whose thought is
related to John's." -- Book cover.

The volume contains contributions by many of the major discourse analysts of the New
Testament, including E.A. Nida, W. Schenk, J.P. Louw and J. Callow. Some of these
essays deal with methodology, raising necessary questions about what it means to
analyse discourse. Others demonstrate an already committed approach by reading
specific texts. A 'state-of-the-art' volume for all scholars interested in this increasingly
important area of New Testament research.
A comprehensive case for a fresh literary approach to the New Testament For at least a
half century, scholars have been adopting literary approaches to the New Testament
inspired by certain branches of literary criticism and theory. In this important and
illuminating work, Michal Beth Dinkler uses contemporary literary theory to enhance our
understanding and interpretation of the New Testament texts. Dinkler provides an
integrated approach to the relation between literary theory and biblical interpretation,
employing a wide range of practical theories and methods. This indispensable work
engages foundational concepts and figures, the historical contexts of various theoretical
approaches, and ongoing literary scholarship into the twenty-first century. In Literary
Theory and the New Testament, Dinkler assesses previous literary treatments of the
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New Testament and calls for a new phase of nuanced thinking about New Testament
texts as both ancient and literary.
Most Jesus specialists agree that the Temple incident led directly to Jesus' arrest, but
the precise relationship between Jesus and the Temple's administration remains
unclear. Jesus and the Temple examines this relationship, exploring the reinterpretation
of Torah observance and traditional Temple practices that are widely considered central
components of the early Jesus movement. Challenging a growing tendency in
contemporary scholarship to assume that the earliest Christians had an almost
uniformly positive view of the Temple's sacrificial system, Simon J. Joseph addresses
the ambiguous, inconsistent, and contradictory views on sacrifice and the Temple in the
New Testament. This volume fills a significant gap in the literature on sacrifice in Jewish
Christianity. It introduces a new hypothesis positing Jesus' enactment of a program of
radically nonviolent eschatological restoration, an orientation that produced Jesus'
conflicts with his contemporaries and inspired the first attributions of sacrificial language
to his death.
The Letter to the Hebrews is the most important explanation of the sacrificial death of
Christ in the New Testament. Here, Lindars explains the circumstances in which it was
written.
The seventeen studies in this volume provide a presentation and assessment of past
and current methods applied to the New Testament text. Coauthors Epp and Fee offer
an introductory survey of the whole field of New Testament textual criticism, followed by
sections of essays on these topics: definitions of key terms; critiques of current theory
and method; methods of establishing textual relationships; studies of the papyri with
respect to text-critical method; and guidelines for the use of patristic evidence. --From
publisher's description.
This important study considers the divided and contentious state of contemporary New
Testament studies, arguing that the interpretation of Scripture must take place within
the context of the church and Christian theology.
What if you had a guidebook that you could turn to at each stage of your academic
journey to help you navigate through the process of getting a PhD in Biblical Studies
and succeeding in the academic world? This book is precisely intended to fill that need.
From theory to practice, you will find discussions and answers to the most pertinent and
pressing questions that prospective and current doctoral students are faced with: How
do I choose a program? How can I gain admission into an elite program? How do I
choose a research topic? Alongside the "big" questions about the process, there are
also a host of smaller matters: How do I publish an article? What conferences are out
there in my field? Where do I start looking for a job? How do I get teaching experience?
How do I write a syllabus? This guidebook tackles all of these questions and many
more in three parts: Prepare focuses on getting into a PhD program; Succeed guides
you through the doctoral program, especially the writing of the dissertation; and
Advance treats issues that relate to success in the academic world such as conference
participation, publishing, employment, and best practices in teaching. PRAISE FOR
THE FIRST EDITION "Gupta has kindly provided me a book version of an academic
mentor. In a time when many professors are busy, Gupta walks the extra mile and
makes himself present not only in person to those near him, but also in writing for those
like me. I can't thank him enough!" --Natan B. de Carvalho, College Student "Dr.
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Gupta's book offered indispensable advice for me as I applied for PhD programs,
completed my thesis, and applied for (and secured) tenure-track jobs. I am grateful for
his service to the guild!" --Madison N. Pierce, Assistant Professor in New Testament,
TEDS "Having started seminary about a year after the first edition appeared, I was able
to use Gupta's abundance of clear-headed advice to build a path to doctoral study. I
can see, as a student in a first-tier PhD program, that this journey would not have been
possible had I not been able to learn the many unspoken rules Gupta outlines in this
invaluable book." --Jonathan Groce, New Testament PhD student at Emory University
"This book should be required for anyone even slightly interested in biblical higher
education. I've enjoyed it so much that I've bought it three times, having given it away to
two students." --Ryan Lytton, Director of Academic Services and Adjunct Professor at
Life Pacific University-Virginia "This book has proven immensely helpful as I navigated
the PhD application process. Providing useful benchmarks and invaluable suggestions,
Gupta's sage advice prepared me for success." --Benjamin Castaneda, PhD student at
the University of St. Andrews "The world of academic biblical studies can be difficult to
navigate, especially for ethnic minorities. This book has prepared me well by making an
opaque process clear and straightforward. I recommend it to anyone considering this
path." --Daniel K. Eng, PhD candidate, University of Cambridge "I wanted to thank you
for the invaluable guidance your book provided as I made decisions concerning my
academic future. I have just completed my M.A. in Classical Studies at Villanova and
was accepted into graduate programs at both Edinburgh and Oxford. Every step of the
way your text provided clear and specific recommendations. It was a true blessing."
--Ken Tully, Adjunct Faculty at Villanova "Prepare, Succeed, Advance is a
tremendously helpful reference tool. As an academic advisor, I will make this the first
resource I recommend to colleagues who may not have the advantage of personal
experience in a PhD program. As a student, I will regularly return to Gupta's work for
counsel on the next stage of academic life. Doctoral students should rejoice at having
such a sure guide to academic success and commend Gupta for his contribution."
--Samuel Emadi, review in JETS 56/1 (2013) 139-141, (140-141) "This guide is
indispensable to anyone thinking about a PhD." --Abram K-J, "Should I get a PhD?"
Words on the Word blog, July 9 2012 "Nijay Gupta's Prepare, Succeed, Advance: A
Guidebook for Getting a PhD in Biblical Studies and Beyond is just that, a guidebook. It
does not claim to provide a formula on how the entire process works. At the same time,
it is more than that in the sense that Gupta's honesty, attention to detail, and measured
optimism throughout the entire book give his voice a level of credibility and warmth that
prospective students will find invaluable as they begin their own individual paths toward
academia." --Michael Suh, PhD, Emory, review in RBL: October 2014 "Prepare,
Succeed, Advance has so many helpful points that my highlighter almost gave out. If
you have even the tiniest desire to pursue a PhD in Biblical Studies, get a few pencils,
two highlighters, and a copy of this book. You won't be sorry." --Andrew Kelley, PhD,
Edinburgh "When I started to investigate what a PhD in Biblical Studies entailed I was
lost. What do schools look for? What programs are better for what field? So many
questions, and so little (quality) answers. When I found Dr. Gupta's book I found both a
map and compass. His book laid out the road ahead--including avenues to avoid, and
boulevards to explore in more detail. Following Dr. Gupta's candid advice I have
received offers to study at a couple of UK PhD programs. I think I owe Dr. Gupta some
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money! Buy this book--you will not be disappointed!" --Joshua Morris
This accessible and balanced introduction helps readers sort out key views on the most
important debated issues in New Testament studies. Well-known New Testament
scholar Nijay Gupta fairly presents the spectrum of viewpoints on thirteen topics and
offers reflections on why scholars disagree on these matters. Written to be accessible
to students and readers without advanced training in New Testament studies, this book
will serve as an excellent supplementary text for New Testament introduction courses.
A comprehensive comparison of the author of Matthew's Gospel with a selection of
contemporary Christian authors and/or texts.
This volume brings together respected biblical scholars to evaluate the turn toward
"empire criticism" in recent New Testament scholarship. While praising the movement
for its deconstruction of Roman statecraft and ideology, the contributors also provide a
salient critique of the anti-imperialist rhetoric pervading much of the current literature.
ESV Illuminated Scripture Journal: New Testament Set pairs the entirety of each book
of the New Testament with a lightly dotted blank page opposite each page of Bible text
and hand-lettered illustrations interspersed throughout--providing space to creatively
engage with and reflect on the Word of God.
Central to debates about Jesus is the issue of whether he uniquely embodies the
divine. While this discussion continues unabated, both those who affirm and those who
dismiss, Jesus' divinity regularly eclipse the reality that in many of the earliest strands
of the Christian tradition when Jesus' divinity is proclaimed, Jesus is imaged as the
female divine. Sally Douglas investigates these early texts, excavates the motivations
for imaging Jesus as Woman Wisdom and the complex reasons that this began to be
suppressed in the 2nd and 3rd centuries. The work concludes with an exploration of the
powerful implications of engaging with the ancient proclamation of Jesus-Woman
Wisdom in contemporary context.
One of the daunting challenges facing the New Testament interpreter is achieving
familiarity with the immense corpus of related literatures. Scholars and students alike
must have a fundamental understanding of the content, provenance, and utility for New
Testament interpretation of a wide range of pagan, Jewish, and diversely Christian
documents. Now in paperback, this thoroughly revised and significantly expanded
edition of Noncanonical Writings and New Testament Interpretation examines a vast
range of ancient literature, masterfully distilling details of date, language, text, and
translation into an eminently usable handbook. Craig Evans evaluates the materials'
relevance for interpreting the New Testament and provides essential biographies.
This volume offers the collective insight of eleven scholars who represent the spectrum
of New Testament studies. Their expert commentaries make this book an invaluable
resource for both the seasoned researcher and the beginning student.
Journal for the Evangelical Study of the Old Testament (JESOT) is a peer-reviewed
journal devoted to the academic and evangelical study of the Old Testament. The
journal seeks to fill a need in academia by providing a venue for high-level scholarship
on the Old Testament from an evangelical standpoint. The journal is not affiliated with
any particular academic institution, and with an international editorial board, open
access format, and multi-language submissions, JESOT cultivates and promotes Old
Testament scholarship in the evangelical global community. The journal differs from
many evangelical journals in that it seeks to publish current academic research in the
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areas of ancient Near Eastern backgrounds, Dead Sea Scrolls, Rabbinics, Linguistics,
Septuagint, Research Methodology, Literary Analysis, Exegesis, Text Criticism, and
Theology as they pertain only to the Old Testament. JESOT also includes up-to-date
book reviews on various academic studies of the Old Testament.
This capstone work from widely respected senior evangelical scholar Donald Hagner
offers a substantial introduction to the New Testament. Hagner deals with the New
Testament both historically and theologically, employing the framework of salvation
history. He treats the New Testament as a coherent body of texts and stresses the unity
of the New Testament without neglecting its variety. Although the volume covers typical
questions of introduction, such as author, date, background, and sources, it focuses
primarily on understanding the theological content and meaning of the texts, putting
students in a position to understand the origins of Christianity and its canonical writings.
Throughout, Hagner delivers balanced conclusions in conversation with classic and
current scholarship. The book includes summary tables, diagrams, maps, and
extensive bibliographies.
This is an interdisciplinary study which constructs a dialogue between biblical
interpretation and systematic theology. It examines how far a reading of the Book of
Revelation might either support or question the work of leading theologians Wolfhart
Pannenberg and Jürgen Moltmann on the theology of history, exploring the way in
which the author of Revelation uses the dimensions of space and time to make
theological points about the relationship between God and history. The book argues
that Revelation sets the present earthly experience of the reader in the context of God's
ultimate purposes, by disclosing hidden dimensions of reality, both spatial - embracing
heaven and earth - and temporal - extending into the ultimate future. Dr Gilbertson
offers a detailed assessment of the theologies of history developed by Pannenberg and
Moltmann, including their views on the nature of the historical process, and the use of
apocalyptic ideas in eschatology.
This book examines the receipt, transmission, and interpretation of the Old Testament
in the Eastern Orthodox tradition. Looking at the various ways Orthodox Christians
sought to assimilate the Old Testament in the spiritual, liturgical, and doctrinal fabric of
their faith community, Pentiuc pays special attention to: liturgy, iconography, monastic
rules and canons, conciliar resolutions, and patristic works in Greek, Syriac and Coptic.
Originally presented as the author's thesis (Ph. D.)--University of Oxford, 1984.
Includes bibliographical references (pages 232-244) and index.
Whether or not Jesus was involved with the Zealot movement of armed resistance to
Rome is the provocative question this collection attempts to answer. Twenty-six articles
concentrate on four areas: methodology, the historical situation, New Testament
exegesis, and the trials of Jesus before the Sanhedrin and Pilate.
The Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown guides serious New Testament students through
the historical, literary, and theological dimensions of the biblical text, allowing them to
better understand and share God’s “word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15). It offers a thorough
introduction to all twenty-seven books of the New Testament and closely examines
events such as Christ’s incarnation and virgin birth, his crucifixion and resurrection,
and triumphant return. The second edition features updated bibliographies and
footnotes, interpretation sections that cover different literary genres in the New
Testament, an epilogue that canvasses the entire storyline of Scripture, and a variety of
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maps. All of these new features contribute to making this a life-long resource for
students of Scripture.
Genesis in the New Testament brings together a set of specially commissioned studies
by authors who are experts in the field. After an introductory chapter on the use of
Genesis in the Dead Sea Scrolls and second temple literature, each of the New
Testament books that contain quotations from Genesis are discussed: Matthew, Mark,
Luke-Acts, John, Paul, Deutero-Paul, Hebrews, James, 1 Peter and Jude, Revelation.
The book provides an overview of the status, role and function of Genesis in the first
century. It considers the Greek and Hebrew manuscript traditions and offers insights
into the various hermeneutical stances of the New Testament authors and the
development of New Testament theology. The book follows on from acclaimed volumes
considering Isaiah, Deuteronomy and the Minor Prophets in a similar manner.
J. Arthur Baird is the author of several important books in New Testament studies, his
best known perhaps being his Audience Criticism and the Historical Jesus. At his
untimely death, he left a nearly complete manuscript, now published here. In this timely
and relevant manuscript, Baird offers first a critical introduction to the historical
paradigm, pointing out its limitations in terms of tracing the paradigm of New Testament
formation. He then traces this development himself, beginning with the starting point of
the Holy Word and noting its development through the context, theological
interpretation, and application, to its manifestation in the apostles, schools and fathers.
He concludes with comments on its current implications. This book represents the last
and lasting final thoughts of a scholar who was very much devoted to the importance of
the Holy Word.
The definitive source for how to write and publish in the field of biblical studies The longawaited second edition of the essential style manual for writing and publishing in biblical
studies and related fields includes key style changes, updated and expanded
abbreviation and spelling-sample lists, a list of archaeological site names, material on
qur’anic sources, detailed information on citing electronic sources, and expanded
guidelines for the transliteration and transcription of seventeen ancient languages.
Features: Expanded lists of abbreviations for use in ancient Near Eastern, biblical, and
early Christian studies Information for transliterating seventeen ancient languages
Exhaustive examples for citing print and electronic sources

This book surveys the current landscape of New Testament studies, offering
readers a concise guide to contemporary discussions. Bringing together a
diverse group of experts, it covers research on the most important issues in New
Testament studies, including new discipline areas, making it an ideal
supplemental textbook for a variety of courses on the New Testament. Michael
Bird, David Capes, Greg Carey, Lynn Cohick, Dennis Edwards, Michael Gorman,
and Abson Joseph are among the contributors.
This book constructively explores the question: What effects should an interest in
theology produce in the reading of Scripture? Since the onset of historical
consciousness in biblical studies over two centuries ago, the work of biblical
exegetes and systematic theologians have largely followed two paths. In this
book, nine prominent scholars work to bridge the longstanding gap between
biblical studies and theology by concentrating on the nature of a biblical
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hermeneutics approach to doing theology. The range of concerns presented by
these scholars seeks to reintegrate biblical exegesis with contemporary theology
in the service of the church.
Arguing against restricting the meaning of purity language to the individual moral
sphere (as many commentaries do), the central argument of Purity and
Worldview in the Epistle of James is that purity language both articulates and
constructs the worldview in James's epistle. Lockett offers a taxonomy of purity
language, applied as a heuristic guide to understand the function of purity and
pollution in the epistle. Through this analysis the study concludes that James is
not calling for sectarian separation, but rather demonstrates a degree of cultural
accommodation while calling forth specific socio-cultural boundaries between the
readers and the world.
Re-examines Paul within contemporary Jewish debate, attuned to the significant
theological issues he raises without imposing upon him the frameworks
developed in later Christian thought
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