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Rav Avraham Itzhak Hacohen KookBetween Rationalism and MysticismSUNY Press
This essay is an examination of the age of the universe as discussed in Kabbalistic works. It is important to realize that
the Kabbalistic texts do not only discuss mysticism, but also many areas of hashkafah (Jewish outlook) which are of great
importance to us. Let us begin with the classic question asked about the age of the universe. At face value, the Torah
seemingly teaches us that the universe is 6,000 years old. Therefore, many people would hold the opinion that anyone
who believes that the world is older than 6,000 years is an apikores(one who denies the basic tenets of Judaism).
However, there is scientific evidence that the universe is more than 6,000 years old; maybe millions of times more. How
do we resolve this question?
Around the Point is a unique collection that brings to readers the works of almost thirty scholars dealing with Jewish
literature in various Jewish and non-Jewish languages, such as Hebrew, Yiddish, Ladino, French, Italian, German,
Hungarian, Serbian, Polish, and Russian. Although this volume does not cover all the languages of Jewish letters, it is a
significant endeavor in establishing the realm of multilingual international study of Jewish literature and culture. Among
the questions under discussion, are the problems of the definition of Jewish identity and literature, literary history,
language choice and diglossy, lingual and cultural influences, intertextuality, Holocaust literature, Kabbala and
Hassidism, Jewish poetics, theatre and art, and the problems of the acceptance of literature.
An anthology of primary texts on meditation and contemplative prayer from a wide range of religious traditions. This is the
first theoretically informed and historically accurate comparative anthology of primary texts on meditation and
contemplative prayer. Written by international experts on the respective texts and corresponding traditions,
Contemplative Literature provides introductions to and primary sources on contemplative practice from various religious
traditions. The contributors explore classical Daoist apophatic meditation, Quaker silent prayer, Jewish Kabbalah,
Southern Buddhist meditation, Sufi contemplation, Eastern Orthodox prayer, Pure Land Buddhist visualization, Hindu
classical Yoga, Dominican Catholic prayer, Daoist internal alchemy, and modern therapeutic meditation. Each
introduction to a contemplative text discusses its historical context, the associated religious tradition and literature, the
method of contemplative practice, and the text’s legacy and influence. Volume editor Louis Komjathy opens the work
with a thoughtful consideration of interpretive issues in the emerging interdisciplinary field of contemplative studies.
Readers will gain not only a nuanced understanding of important works of contemplative literature, but also resources for
understanding contemplative practice and contemplative experience from a comparative and cross-cultural perspective.
“We have not seen anything this bold and this global since Friedrich Heiler wrote his classic study on the typology of
prayer over eighty years ago. Komjathy and his essayists have vastly expanded the scope, depth, and sophistication of
this project here. In the process, they have struggled with all of the critical questions around religious pluralism, tradition,
and religious authority, and have emboldened the comparative project itself. Contemplation and comparison, it turns out,
go very well together.” — Jeffrey J. Kripal, author of Comparing Religions: Coming to Terms “Teachers and scholars,
undergraduate and graduate students, and general readers interested in contemplative practice will cherish a book like
this. I’m happy that Louis Komjathy has done this great work. It will undoubtedly be hailed as a milestone.” — Ruben L. F.
Habito, author of Healing Breath: Zen for Christians and Buddhists in a Wounded World
Zvi Mark uncovers previously unknown and never-before-discussed aspects of Rabbi Nachman’s personal spiritual
world. The first section of the book, Revelation, explores Rabbi Nachman’s spiritual revelations, personal trials and
spiritual experiments. Among the topics discussed is the powerful “Story of the Bread,” wherein Rabbi Nachman
receives the Torah as did Moses on Mount Sinai– a story that was kept secret for 200 years. The second section of the
book, Rectification, is dedicated to the rituals of rectification that Rabbi Nachman established. These are, principally, the
universal rectification, the rectification for a nocturnal emission and the rectification to be performed during pilgrimage to
his grave. In this context, the secret story, “The Story of the Armor,” is discussed. The book ends with a colorful
description of Bratzlav Hasidism in the 21st century.
Gateway to Judaism is an insider's engaging look at the mindset, values, and practices of Judaism in the 21st century.
As a senior lecturer and outreach expert with Gateways Seminars, Rabbi Mordechai Becher has helped thousands of
people reconnect with the beauty, wisdom and relevance of their Jewish heritage. Often asked to recommend "just one
book" that would explain the essentials of Jewish life and thought , he decided to write it himself! Delving beneath
common perceptions of Jewish tradition, Rabbi Becher presents fresh and meaningful perspectives that will educate and
inspire you. Among the many intriguing topics he addresses are: Is there spirituality in Judaism? In our age of laborsaving devices, do we still need a Sabbath? What is Judaism's view on death and the afterlife? Why is Judaism so full of
laws? Why should I pray? Does God really want to hear my complaints? Can Judaism enhance my marriage? Isn't
circumcision just an ancient rite of initiation? Is it still relevant? Why is Israel so central to Judaism? Does a religion need
a land? Why does a mourner say Kaddish? Wasn't keeping kosher a health measure? Does it still have a purpose today?
How can I add meaning to my Passover Seder? Gateway to Judaism reveals Judaism's power to elevate your life.
Whether you are new to Jewish tradition, familiar with its practice, or simply curious, you will find this book an illuminating
guide to a joyous and fulfilling lifestyle. -- from dust cover.
The book describes the three major phases of the marriage ritual (matchmaking, betrothal, the wedding), and presents thematic issues, such
as the youth sub-culture, gift exchanges, the honor ethos. It is based on a wealth of primary documents, mainly manuscripts, in various
literary genres.
Major thinkers in various intellectual disciplines are featured in Thinkers of the Twentieth Century. Your patrons will find this guide a perfect
start to their studies on 450 intellectuals from philosophy, theology, literary criticism, aesthetics, history, social sciences, politics and the
sciences. Entries are divided into two parts. "Part One" includes: a biography, complete bibliography and reading list of the major books and
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articles written about the entrant. "Part Two" consists of an extended 1,000 to 3,000 word essay on the entrant. These essays explain in
clear, comprehensible language the work of the entrant and his/her influence on the intellectual of the 20th century.
Some months ago I published a magazine article descriptive of a remarkable scene in the Imperial Parliament in Vienna. Since then I have
received from Jews in America several letters of inquiry. They were difficult letters to answer, for they were not very definite. But at last I have
received a definite one. It is from a lawyer, and he really asks the questions which the other writers probably believed they were asking.
"If life is a giant magic show, where is the magician, and why are some of us tricked?" Weaving throughout this story is the mystical and the
divine. In the everyday mundane living, within all happiness and our sorrows lies the secret of life. This is about Sanrami's journey, her
meditations, mystical experiences, adventures and spiritual awakenings. Through meditations, the Heart Awakening Project and Biblical
Studies, Sanrami has come to be aware of the synchronicity threading within each moment, finding the deeper levels of the story and
purpose of all life on earth. The story shows us how when we open our hearts and minds, the soul will guide us to envision the true purpose
of our existence. We will find the "Ageless Wisdom," the mystery of our life.
Collected essays on Jewish themes.
A first attempt to bring scholars and rabbis together around the question of how religious belief in the divine revelation at Sinai can be
combined with critical Bible study. The volume contains twenty-one essays by contemporary Jewish academics and thinkers on the
relationship between faith and the source-critical study of the Bible.
This volume is the first-ever collection of essays devoted to the Lurianic concept of tsimtsum. It contains eighteen studies in philosophy,
theology, and intellectual history, which demonstrate the historical development of this notion and its evolving meaning: from the Hebrew
Bible and the classical midrashic collections, through Kabbalah, Isaac Luria himself and his disciples, up to modernity (ranging from Spinoza,
Böhme, Leibniz, Newton, Schelling, and Hegel to Scholem, Rosenzweig, Heidegger, Benjamin, Adorno, Horkheimer, Levinas, Jonas,
Moltmann, and Derrida).
This is the first comprehensive philosophical-theological study of the mystical thought of Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook (1865-1935), the Chief
Rabbi of Palestine prior to the establishment of the state of Israel, and the great representative of the most significant renewal of the Jewish
mystical thought in modern times. Rav Kook was the spiritual and hallachic authority who laid the foundation of religious Zionism. Discontent
with “Hamizrakhi” political pragmatism, he envisioned Zionism as a movement of return and all-encompassing Jewish renaissance.
This Title Is An Analytical Study Of Important Terms For The Grace Of God And Guru In Sikh Philosophy Like- Nadar, Karam, Mihar And
Bakhsis Refer In The Adi Granth And Other Sikh Scriptures. It Is Clearly Said In The Adi Granth That God Is Known With The Help Of Guru.
Throught, This Scripture, The Grace Of Guru Is Regarded As An Important Prerequisite For Obtaining A Vision Of God. It Is This Which Sets
The Individual On The Road To The Consummation Of His Destiny As Union With God. The Relation Between The Grace Of God And The
Grace Of Guru, The Point May Be Safely Made Is That The Grace Of Guru Serves As The Vehicle Of God.
In From Metaphysics to Midrash, Shaul Magid explores the exegetical tradition of Isaac Luria and his followers within the historical context in
16th-century Safed, a unique community that brought practitioners of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam into close contact with one another.
Luria's scripture became a theater in which kabbalists redrew boundaries of difference in areas of ethnicity, gender, and the human relation to
the divine. Magid investigates how cultural influences altered scriptural exegesis of Lurianic Kabbala in its philosophical, hermeneutical, and
historical perspectives. He suggests that Luria and his followers were far from cloistered. They used their considerable skills to weigh in on
important matters of the day, offering, at times, some surprising solutions to perennial theological problems.
Sanctified Sex draws on two thousand years of rabbinic debates addressing competing aspirations for loving intimacy, passionate sexual
union, and sanctity in marriage. What can Judaism contribute to our struggles to nurture love relationships? What halakhic precedents are
relevant, and how are rulings changing? The rabbis, of course, seldom agree. Underlying their arguments are perennial debates: What kind
of marital sex qualifies as ideal—sacred self-control of sexual desire or the holiness found in emotional and erotic intimacy? Is intercourse
degrading in its physicality or the highest act of spiritual/mystical union? And should women or men (or both) wield ultimate say about what
transpires in bed? Noam Sachs Zion guides us chronologically and steadily through fraught terrain: seminal biblical texts and their Talmudic
interpretations; Talmud tales of three unusual rabbis and their marital bedrooms; medieval codifiers and mystical commentators; ultraOrthodox rabbis clashing with one another over radically divergent ideals; and, finally, contemporary rabbis of varied denominations wrestling
with modern transformations in erotic lifestyles and values. Invited into these sanctified and often sexually explicit discussions with our
ancestors and contemporaries, we encounter innovative Jewish teachings on marital intimacy, ardent lovemaking techniques, and the art of
couple communication vital for matrimonial success.
Ethical issues in modern medicine are of great concern and interest to all physicians and health-care providers throughout the world, as well
as to the public at large. Jewish scholars and ethicists have discussed medical ethics throughout Jewish history.

What does the Torah say that makes it relevant to today? How can we understand the mitzvos? Why should I believe? Why be
Jewish? What does a Jew have to do? Is science an enemy of Judaism?JEP has answers. For decades, the Jewish Education
Prog
The book is devoted to the thought of one of the 20th century's most interesting philosophers of religion. Heschel, a traditional
Polish Jew who became a modern thinker, was also an impressive prophet of interreligious dialogue. The book is the fruit of a
scholarly conference held in 2007 at the University of Warsaw, in Heschel's native city, on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of
his birth. Given the depth and scope of his thinking, the papers gathered in the volume will be of interest not only to philosophers,
theologians, and scholars of Heschel, but also to those who know little about Heschel but are interested in the fundamental
problems that appear at the borders between philosophy and theology, religion and modernity, Judaism and Christianity, and,
more broadly, problems of interfaith relations and their future. Among the contributors to the volume there are many of the
foremost Heschel scholars from the United States and Israel, as well as authors from Poland and other European countries. The
authors believe that the infl uence of Heschel will continue to grow worldwide.
This detailed introduction to the text "Tiferet Bachurim" (The Glory of Youth), written in the mid-seventeenth century in Ferrara,
Italy, discusses the profound changes in Jewish Italian communities regarding sexuality, control of the juvenile body, and the role
of Kabbalah in The Jewish Counter Reformation.
Meditative methods of Kabbalah. A lucid presentation of the meditative methods, mantras, mandalas and other devices used, as
well as a penetrating interpretation of their significance in the light of contemporary meditative research.
The Gates of Repentance (Sha'arei Teshuvah), by Rabbeinu Yonah of Geronah (d. 1263), is one of the most important books of
Jewish literature. Now available in a modern English translation, this volume probes the profound idea of teshuvah, often
translated as "repentance" but in reality far more complex and subtle than the simple meaning of "regret for sin" or "contrition."
Rabbi Feldman furnishes the reader with an eminently readable translation and provides notes directly on-site when difficulties
arise in the text. He gives a general introduction as well as short introductions to each gate, followed by a synopsis of each gate
for review and overview. Unique to this work are the scholarly notes Rabbi Feldman provides, which enable the reader to follow
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themes throughout the work, get a better understanding of other sages' insights, and develop to a higher level the ideas discussed
in The Gates of Repentance.
In the early part of the twentieth century, Gershom Scholem (1897-1982) founded the academic discipline of the study of Jewish
Mysticism. In so doing, he not only broke new scholarly ground; but he also revolutionized the field of Judaic Studies as a whole
and left an indelible mark on the study of religion.
Jüdische Intellektuelle prägten das Denken des 20. Jahrhunderts tiefgreifend, darunter Walter Benjamin, Gershom Scholem, Paul
Celan, Franz Rosenzweig, Jacques Derrida und George Steiner. Bis heute stehen diesen Autoren jedoch überwiegend
nichtjüdische Leser gegenüber, die die jüdischen Aspekte des jeweiligen Werks oft nicht ermessen oder diese verdrängen, die
Rezeption aber maßgeblich bestimmen. Moshe Idel, der gegenwärtig wichtigste Forscher zur jüdischen Mystik, setzt dem eine
andere Perspektive entgegen. Er arbeitet die mannigfaltigen Spuren der kabbalistischen und chassidischen Tradition heraus und
verdeutlicht dadurch die überragende Bedeutung des mystischen Denkens für wichtige jüdische Autoren des vergangenen
Jahrhunderts. Er ermöglicht dadurch eine neue Sicht auf das Verhältnis von Judentum und Moderne.
Hasidic Art and the Kabbalah presents eight case studies of manuscripts, ritual objects and folk art developed by Hasidic masters
in the mid-eighteenth to late nineteenth centuries, whose form and decoration relate to sources in the Zohar, German Pietism, and
Safed Kabbalah.
This volume brings together leading representatives of the recent debate about the persistence of kabbalah in the modern world. It
breaks new ground for a better understanding of the role of kabbalah in modern religious, intellectual, and political discourse.
American cities are in the midst of fundamental changes. De-industrialization of large, aging cities has been enormously disruptive
for urban communities, which are being increasingly fragmented. Though often overlooked, religious organizations are important
actors, both culturally and politically in the restructuring metropolis. Public Religion and Urban Transformation provides a sweeping
view of urban religion in response to these transformations. Drawing on a massive study of over seventy-five congregations in
urban neighborhoods, this volume provides the most comprehensive picture available of urban places of worship-from mosques
and gurdwaras to churches and synagogues-within one city. Revisiting the primary site of research for the early members of the
Chicago School of urban sociology, the volume focuses on Chicago, which provides an exceptionally clear lens on the ways in
which religious organizations both reflect and contribute to changes in American pluralism. From the churches of a Mexican
American neighborhood and of the Black middle class to communities shared by Jews, Christians, Hindus, and Muslims and the
rise of "megachurches," Public Religion and Urban Transformation illuminates the complex interactions among religion, urban
structure, and social change at this extraordinary episode in the history of urban America.
This is the first translation with commentary of selections from The Zohar, the major text of the Kabbalah, the Jewish mystical
tradition. This work was written in 13th-century Spain by Moses de Leon, a Spanish scholar.
This set includes all six volumes of Interreligious Reflections. ABOUT VOLUME ONE: Friendship is an outcome of, as well as a
condition for, advancing interfaith relations. However, for friendship to advance, there must be legitimation from within and a theory
of how interreligious relations can be justified from the resources of different faith traditions. Friendship Across Religions explores
these very issues, seeking to develop a robust theory of interreligious friendship from the resources of each of the participating
traditions. It also features individual cases as models and precedents for such relations—in particular, the friendship of Gandhi and
Charlie Andrews, his closest personal friend. Contributors: Balwant Singh Dhillon, Timothy J. Gianotti, Alon Goshen-Gottstein,
Maria Reis Habito, Ruben L. F. Habito, Ryan McAnnally-Linz, Stephen Butler Murray, Eleanor Nesbitt, Anantanand Rambachan,
Meir Sendor, Johann M. Vento, and Miroslav Volf ABOUT VOLUME TWO: This book tackles the core problem of how painful
historical memories between diverse religious communities continue to impact—even poison—present-day relations. Its operative
notion is the healing of memory, developed by John Paul II. Chapters explore how painful memories of yesteryear can be healed
and so address some of the root causes. Strategies from six different faith traditions are brought together in what is, in some ways,
a cross-religious brainstorming session that identifies tools to improve present-day relations. At the other pole of the conceptual
axis of this book is the notion of hope. If memory informs our past, hope sets the horizon for our future. How does the healing of
memory open new horizons for the future? And what is the notion of hope in each of our traditions that could lead to a common
vision of good? Between memory and hope, this book seeks to offer a vision of healing that can serve as a resource in
contemporary interfaith relations. Contributors: Rahuldeep Singh Gill, Alon Goshen-Gottstein, Maria Reis Habito, Flora A.
Keshgegian, Anantanand Rambachan, Meir Sendor, Muhammad Suheyl Umar, and Michael von Brück ABOUT VOLUME THREE:
The essays collected here, prepared by a think tank of the Elijah Interfaith Academy, explore the challenges associated with
sharing wisdom—learning, teachings, messages for good living. How should religions go about sharing their wisdom? These
chapters, representing six faith tradition (Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, and Buddhist), explore what wisdom means in
each of these traditions; why and how it should be shared, internally and externally; and the role of love and forgiveness in
sharing. This book offers a theory that can enrich ongoing encounters between members of faith traditions by suggesting a
tradition-based practice of sharing wisdom, while preserving the integrity of the teaching and respecting the identity of anyone with
whom wisdom is shared. Contributors: Pal Ahluwalia, Timothy Gianotti, Alon Goshen-Gottstein, Sallie B. King, Anantanand
Rambachan, Meir Sendor, Miroslav Volf ABOUT VOLUME FOUR: All the world’s religions are experiencing rapid change due to a
confluence of social and economic global forces. Factors such as the pervasive intrusion of globalizing political and economic
developments, polarized and morally equivalent presentations seen in the media, and the sense of surety demanded in and
promised by a culture dominated by science are some of the factors that have placed extreme pressure on all religious traditions.
This has stimulated unprecedented responses by religious groups, ranging from fundamentalism to the syncretistic search for
meaning. As religion takes on new forms, the balance between individual and community is disrupted and reconfigured. Religions
often lose the capacity to recall their ultimate purpose or lead their adherents toward it. This is the situation we call “the crisis of
the holy.” It is a confluence of threats, challenges, and opportunities for all religions. This volume explores the contours of
pressures, changes, and transformations and reflects on how all our religions are changing. By identifying commonalities across
religions as they respond to these pressures, The Crisis of the Holy recommends ways religious traditions might cope with these
changes and how they might join forces in doing so. Contributors: Vincent J. Cornell, Alon Goshen-Gottstein, Sidney H. Griffith,
Maria Reis Habito, B. Barry Levy, Deepak Sarma, Michael von Brück ABOUT VOLUME FIVE: The chapters collected in this book,
prepared by a think tank of the Elijah Interfaith Academy, address the subject of religious leadership. The subject is of broad
relevance in the training of religious leaders and in the practice of religious leadership. As such, it is also germane to religious
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thought, where reflections on religious leadership occupy an important place. What does it mean to be a religious leader in today’s
world? To what degree are the challenges that confront religious leadership today the same perennial challenges that have
arrested the attention of the faithful and their leaders for generations, and to what degree do we encounter challenges today that
are unique to our day and age? One dimension is surely unique, and that is the very ability to explore these issues from an
interreligious perspective and to consider challenges, opportunities, and strategies across religious traditions. Studying the theme
across six faith traditions—Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, Hinduism, and Buddhism—The Future of Religious Leadership:
World Religions in Conversation recognizes the common challenges to present-day religious leadership. Contributors: Awet
Andemicael, Timothy J. Gianotti, Alon Goshen-Gottstein, Anantanand Rambachan, Maria Reis Habito, Meir Sendor, Balwant
Singh Dhillon, Miroslav Volf VOLUME SIX: One of the biggest challenges for relations between religions is the view of the religious
Other. The question touches the roots of our theological views. The Religious Other: Hostility, Hospitality, and the Hope of Human
Flourishing explores the views of multiple religious traditions on how to regard otherness. How does one move from hostility to
hospitality? How can hospitality be understood not simply as social hospitality but as theological hospitality, making room for the
religious Other on theological grounds? What is our vision for the flourishing of the Other, while respecting his otherness? This
volume is an exercise in constructive interreligious theology. By including Abrahamic and non-Abrahamic traditions, it approaches
these challenges from multiple perspectives, highlighting commonalities in approach and ways in which one tradition might inspire
another. Contributors: Vincent J. Cornell, Alon Goshen-Gottstein, Richard P. Hayes, Lord Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Deepak Sarma,
Stephen W. Sykes, Dharma Master Hsin Tao, Ashok Vohra
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