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Killing The Bismarck Destroying The Pride Of Hitlers
Fleet
In Killing Hope, William Blum, author of the bestselling Rogue State: A Guide to the World's
Only Superpower, provides a devastating and comprehensive account of America's covert and
overt military actions in the world, all the way from China in the 1940s to the invasion of Iraq in
2003 and - in this updated edition - beyond. Is the United States, as it likes to claim, a global
force for democracy? Killing Hope shows the answer to this question to be a resounding 'no'.
With extensive eyewitness accounts, the author of Killing the Bismarck vividly reconstructs the
day British soldiers sank the infamous Nazi battleship. May 26, 1941. After a desperate chase
lasting three days and more than seventeen hundred miles, Britain’s Home Fleet would finally
close in on the world’s most powerful battleship, the very ship that sank the Royal Navy’s
battlecruiser HMS Hood. The German battleship Bismarck was literally in a class by itself,
being one of two newly-designed Bismarck-class ships in the German fleet. But it would soon
face, and ultimately lose, a brutal fight to the finish involving more than five thousand men of
the Royal Navy and twenty-six thousand men of Hitler’s Kriegsmarine. Historian Iain
Ballantyne spent years conducting interviews with surviving veterans who had been present on
that fateful day. Published here for the first time, alongside a compelling narrative of the final
twenty-four hours of the mission to sink the Bismarck, are transcripts of those interviews,
offering the unique eyewitness accounts of Royal Navy sailors who participated in one of the
most significant sea battles of World War II.
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Hunt the Bismarck tells the story of Operation Rheinübung, the Atlantic sortie of the Nazi
Germany's largest battleship in May 1941. Bismarck entered service in the summer of 1940.
She was well-armed, with eight 15-inch guns as well as a powerful array of lighter weapons,
while her armoured protection earned her the reputation of being unsinkable. This claim was
finally put to the test in May 1941, when she sortied into the Atlantic and fought the legendary
battle of the Denmark Strait, destroying HMS Hood, the pride of the Royal Navy. Bismarck was
now loose in the North Atlantic. However, damage sustained in the battle limited her ability to
roam at will, while the Royal Navy deployed the Home Fleet to revenge the Hood. The stage
was set for the greatest chase story in the history of naval warfare. Drawing on a wealth of firsthand accounts, and intertwining extensive research into a fast-paced narrative, this is the most
readable and accurate account of Bismarck's epic voyage ever produced.
“The hunting down and sinking of the magnificent German battle cruiser Scharnhorst was one
of the epic actions of World War II . . . stirring” (Work Boat). On December 25, 1943, the
German battle cruiser Scharnhorst slipped out of Altenfjord in Norway to attack Arctic convoy
JW55B which was carrying vital war supplies to the Soviet Union. But British naval intelligence
knew of the Scharnhorst’s mission before she sailed, and the vulnerable convoy was
protected by a large Royal Naval force including the battleship Duke of York. In effect the
Scharnhorst was sailing into a trap. One of the most compelling naval dramas of the Second
World War had begun. “Angus Konstam’s gripping account tells the story of this crucial but
under-studied naval battle, and explains why the hopes of the German Kreigsmarine went
down with their last great ship; only 37 of the German battle cruiser’s 1700 crew were saved.”
—The Nautical Magazine “Angus Konstam has written the definitive masterpiece of the Battle of
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North Cape.” —Naval Historical Foundation “An excellent read and strongly recommended . . .
thoughtful and totally engrossing. . . . If you are interested in the Royal Navy in the Second
World War, the Arctic convoy campaign or capital ship actions, The Battle of the North Cape is
well worth its cover price.” —The Naval Review
As Stefan Ihrig shows in this first comprehensive study, many Germans sympathized with the
Ottomans’ longstanding repression of the Armenians and with the Turks’ program of
extermination during World War I. In the Nazis’ version of history, the Armenian Genocide was
justifiable because it had made possible the astonishing rise of the New Turkey.
From the acclaimed military history author, this action-packed World War II history describes
the Allies' brutal naval engagements and daring harbor raids to destroy the backbone of Hitler's
surface fleet. The sea had become a mass grave by 1941 as Hitler's four capital warships -Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, Tirpitz, and Bismarck, the largest warship on the ocean -- roamed the
wind-swept waves, threatening the Allied war effort and sending thousands of men to the icy
depths of the North Atlantic. Bristling with guns and steeled in heavy armor, these reapers of
the sea could outrun and outgun any battleship in the Allied arsenal. The deadly menace kept
Winston Churchill awake at night; he deemed them "targets of supreme consequence." The
campaign against Hitler's surface fleet would continue into the dying days of World War II and
involve everything from massive warships engaged in bloody, fire-drenched battle to daring
commando raids in German occupied harbors. This is the fast-paced story of the Allied bomber
crews, brave sailors, and bold commandoes who "sunk the Bismarck" and won a hard-fought
victory over Hitler's iron sea. Using official war diaries, combat reports, eyewitness accounts
and personal letters, Simon Read brings the action and adventure to vivid life. The result is an
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enthralling and gripping story of the Allied heroes who fought on a watery battlefield.
No warship name in British naval history has more battle honours than HMS Warspite. While
this book looks at the lives of all eight vessels to bear the name (between 1596 and the
1990s), it concentrates on the truly epic story of the seventh vessel, a super-dreadnought
battleship, conceived as the ultimate answer to German naval power, during the arms race that
helped cause WW1. Warspite fought off the entire German fleet at Jutland, survived a mutiny
between the wars and then covered herself in glory in action from the Arctic to the Indian
Ocean during WW2. She was the flagship of Admiral Sir Andrew Cunningham when he
mastered the Italian Navy in the Mediterranean, her guns inflicting devastating damage on the
enemy at Calabria in 1940 and Matapan in 1941. She narrowly avoided destruction by the
Japanese carrier force that had earlier devastated Pearl Harbor. She provided crucial fire
support for Allied landings in Sicily, Italy, Normandy and Walcheren. A lucky ship in battle, she
survived dive-bombers off Crete and glide bomb hits off Salerno. The Spite had a reputation for
being obtuse at unexpected moments, running aground and losing her steering several times;
she broke free from her towropes on the way to the breakers and ending up beached at St
Michael's Mount where it took a decade to dismantle her. She had fought to the end.But this is
not just the story of a warship. Wherever possible the voices of those men who fought aboard
her speak directly to the reader about their experiences. Warspite is also the story of a great
naval nation which constructed her as the ultimate symbol of its imperial power and then
scrapped her when the sun set on that empire.About the AuthorIain Ballantyne is a much
published naval author. His other books for Pen & Sword are HMS London, HMS Rodney and
Victory as well as Strike From the Sea and Killing the Bismarck. He is editor of WARSHIPS
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IFR magazine. For more details on Iain Ballantyne and his books, visit:
www.iainballantyne.com
The clock is relentlessly ticking! Our world teeters on a knife-edge between a peaceful and
prosperous future for all, and a dark winter of death and destruction that threatens to smother
the light of civilization. Within 30 years, in the 2030 decade, six powerful 'drivers' will converge
with unprecedented force in a statistical spike that could tear humanity apart and plunge the
world into a new Dark Age. Depleted fuel supplies, massive population growth, poverty, global
climate change, famine, growing water shortages and international lawlessness are on a crash
course with potentially catastrophic consequences. In the face of both doomsaying and denial
over the state of our world, Colin Mason cuts through the rhetoric and reams of conflicting data
to muster the evidence to illustrate a broad picture of the world as it is, and our possible
futures. Ultimately his message is clear; we must act decisively, collectively and immediately to
alter the trajectory of humanity away from catastrophe. Offering over 100 priorities for
immediate action, The 2030 Spike serves as a guidebook for humanity through the
treacherous minefields and wastelands ahead to a bright, peaceful and prosperous future in
which all humans have the opportunity to thrive and build a better civilization. This book is
powerful and essential reading for all people concerned with the future of humanity and planet
earth.
The story of the HMS Hood, the last great warship of the British Royal Navy, told by the
bestselling author of Hannibal. When it was launched in 1918, the HMS Hood was the flagship
of the Royal Navy. As a battle cruiser, “The Mighty Hood” was fast enough to evade enemy
cruiser ships and powerful enough to destroy them. But for all the Hood’s might, it had one
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fatal flaw: armor had been sacrificed for speed. In 1941, the Hood confronted the legendary
German warship Bismarck. A salvo from the enemy penetrated the Hood’s ammunition
magazine, destroying the British ship and killing all but three of its crew. The brutal defeat
marked the end of the Royal Navy’s dominance. But it also inspired Winston Churchill’s vow
to sink the Bismarck—a vow that in time was fulfilled. Through oral history and documentary
research, Ernle Bradford chronicles the Hood’s career from design to demise, with colorful
insight into life aboard the ship as well as its broader historical significance.
The biography of a British battleship, from an author with “a facility for rendering nonfiction into
a narrative as brisk and readable as a novel” (HistoryNet). The Second World War battleship
HMS Rodney achieved lasting fame for her role in destroying the pride of Hitler’s navy, the
mighty Bismarck, in a thrilling duel. The Rodney, carrying the largest guns ever mounted in a
British warship, finally succeeded in turning her adversary into twisted metal and so removed a
major threat to the Atlantic convoy routes so vital to the survival of the nation. This compelling
book, from the acclaimed author of Killing the Bismarck, not only traces this mighty
battleship’s career in detail, but describes the careers of all the ships carrying the name.
In early 1942, shipping losses in the Atlantic threatened Britain's very survival. In addition to
the U-Boat menace, there was real concern that the mighty German battleship Tirpitz be
unleashed against the vital Allied convoys. Yet only the 'Normandie' Dock at St Nazaire could
take her vast size in the event of repairs being required. Destroy that and the Tirpitz would be
neutralized.Thus was born Operation CHARIOT, the daring Commando raid that, while
ultimately successful, proved hugely costly. Using personal accounts, James Dorrian describes
the background and thrilling action that resulted in the award of five Victoria Crosses.In a
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dramatic final twist of events, once the battle was over, the converted former US warship
Campelton blew up wrecking the dock gates and killing many Germans who thought the battle
was won.
Killing the BismarckDestroying the Pride of Hitler's FleetPen and Sword
A gripping chronicle of the personal and national rivalries that led to the twentieth century’s
first great arms race, from Pulitzer Prize winner Robert K. Massie With the biographer’s rare
genius for expressing the essence of extraordinary lives, Massie brings to life a crowd of
glittery figures: the single-minded Admiral von Tirpitz; the young, ambitious Winston Churchill;
the ruthless, sycophantic Chancellor Bernhard von Bülow; Britain’s greatest twentieth-century
foreign secretary, Sir Edward Grey; and Jacky Fisher, the eccentric admiral who revolutionized
the British navy and brought forth the first true battleship, the H.M.S. Dreadnought. Their story,
and the story of the era, filled with misunderstandings, missed opportunities, and events
leading to unintended conclusions, unfolds like a Greek tragedy in this powerful narrative.
Intimately human and dramatic, Dreadnought is history at its most riveting. Praise for
Dreadnought “Dreadnought is history in the grand manner, as most people prefer it: how
people shaped, or were shaped by, events.”—Time “A classic [that] covers superbly a whole
era . . . engrossing in its glittering gallery of characters.”—Chicago Sun-Times “[Told] on a
grand scale . . . Massie [is] a master of historical portraiture and anecdotage.”—The Wall Street
Journal “Brilliant on everything he writes about ships and the sea. It is Massie’s eye for detail
that makes his nautical set pieces so marvelously evocative.”—Los Angeles Times
Traces the dramatic story of the submarine force that changed the course of World War II
through strategic campaigns involving Japan's merchant fleet and economy, revealing the
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formidable obstacles faced by the crews of three submarines.
An historic account of the Bismarck covers her entire commission, including her sinking of the
pride of the Royal Navy--the Hood--the massive hunt for her conducted by the Allies, and her
last night on the sea
The definitive, fully authorised story of the record-breaking rivalry between London Olympics
organiser Sebastian Coe and Steve Ovett. Steve Ovett and Sebastian Coe presided over the
golden era of British athletics. Between them they won three Olympic gold medals, two silvers,
one bronze and broke a total of twelve middle-distance records. They were part of the
landscape of the late seventies and early eighties -- both household names, their exploits were
watched by millions. As far apart as possible in terms of class and upbringing -- Ovett is the art
student, the long-haired son of a market-trader from Brighton, a natural athlete; Coe's
formative years were spent under the rigorous training routine of Peter Coe, a self-taught
trainer who referred to his son as 'my athlete' -- their rivalry burned as intense on the track as
away from it. The pendulum swung between the pair of them -- each breaking the other's
records, and, memorably, triumphing in each other's events in Moscow in 1980 -- for the best
part of a decade, until the final showdown at the Los Angeles Olympics in 1984 . . . The Perfect
Distance is both a detailed re-creation and a fitting celebration of the greatest era of British
athletics.

The authors of Bismarck deliver “a very good account of the Tirpitz and of the
naval war in the North Atlantic and Norwegian waters” during World War II
(NYMAS Review). After the Royal Navy’s bloody high seas campaign to kill the
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mighty Bismarck, the Allies were left with an uncomfortable truth—the German
behemoth had a twin sister. Slightly larger than her sibling, the Tirpitz was
equally capable of destroying any other battleship afloat, as well as wreaking
havoc on Allied troop and supply convoys. For the next three and a half years,
the Allies launched a variety of attacks to remove Germany’s last serious surface
threat, hidden within fjords along the Norwegian coast. Trying an indirect
approach, the British launched one of the war’s most daring commando raids—at
St. Nazaire—in order to knock out the last drydock in Europe capable of servicing
the Tirpitz. Of over six hundred commandos and sailors in the raid, more than
half were lost during an all-night battle that succeeded, at least, in knocking out
the drydock. It was not until November 1944 that the Tirpitz finally succumbed to
British aircraft armed with ten-thousand–pound Tallboy bombs, the ship capsizing
at last with the loss of one thousand sailors. In this book, military historians Niklas
Zetterling and Michael Tamelander, authors of Bismarck: The Final Days of
Germany’s Greatest Battleship, illuminate the strategic implications and dramatic
battles surrounding the Tirpitz, a ship that may have had greater influence on the
course of World War II than her more famous sister. “A riveting story . . . keeps
the reader engaged.” —Nautilus, A Maritime Journal of Literature, History and
Culture
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PULITZER PRIZE WINNER • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE From National Book Award finalist
David I. Kertzer comes the gripping story of Pope Pius XI’s secret relations with
Italian dictator Benito Mussolini. This groundbreaking work, based on seven
years of research in the Vatican and Fascist archives, including reports from
Mussolini’s spies inside the highest levels of the Church, will forever change our
understanding of the Vatican’s role in the rise of Fascism in Europe. The Pope
and Mussolini tells the story of two men who came to power in 1922, and
together changed the course of twentieth-century history. In most respects, they
could not have been more different. One was scholarly and devout, the other
thuggish and profane. Yet Pius XI and “Il Duce” had many things in common.
They shared a distrust of democracy and a visceral hatred of Communism. Both
were prone to sudden fits of temper and were fiercely protective of the
prerogatives of their office. (“We have many interests to protect,” the Pope
declared, soon after Mussolini seized control of the government in 1922.) Each
relied on the other to consolidate his power and achieve his political goals. In a
challenge to the conventional history of this period, in which a heroic Church
does battle with the Fascist regime, Kertzer shows how Pius XI played a crucial
role in making Mussolini’s dictatorship possible and keeping him in power. In
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exchange for Vatican support, Mussolini restored many of the privileges the
Church had lost and gave in to the pope’s demands that the police enforce
Catholic morality. Yet in the last years of his life—as the Italian dictator grew ever
closer to Hitler—the pontiff’s faith in this treacherous bargain started to waver.
With his health failing, he began to lash out at the Duce and threatened to
denounce Mussolini’s anti-Semitic racial laws before it was too late. Horrified by
the threat to the Church-Fascist alliance, the Vatican’s inner circle, including the
future Pope Pius XII, struggled to restrain the headstrong pope from destroying a
partnership that had served both the Church and the dictator for many years. The
Pope and Mussolini brims with memorable portraits of the men who helped
enable the reign of Fascism in Italy: Father Pietro Tacchi Venturi, Pius’s
personal emissary to the dictator, a wily anti-Semite known as Mussolini’s
Rasputin; Victor Emmanuel III, the king of Italy, an object of widespread derision
who lacked the stature—literally and figuratively—to stand up to the domineering
Duce; and Cardinal Secretary of State Eugenio Pacelli, whose political skills and
ambition made him Mussolini’s most powerful ally inside the Vatican, and
positioned him to succeed the pontiff as the controversial Pius XII, whose actions
during World War II would be subject for debate for decades to come. With the
recent opening of the Vatican archives covering Pius XI’s papacy, the full story
Page 11/28

Read PDF Killing The Bismarck Destroying The Pride Of Hitlers Fleet
of the Pope’s complex relationship with his Fascist partner can finally be told.
Vivid, dramatic, with surprises at every turn, The Pope and Mussolini is history
writ large and with the lightning hand of truth.
“An excellent account . . . A suspenseful narrative that will keep readers on the
edge of their seats.” —WWII History Magazine In May 1941, the German
battleship Bismarck, accompanied by heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen, broke out into
the Atlantic to attack Allied shipping. The Royal Navy’s pursuit and subsequent
destruction of Bismarck was an epic of naval warfare. In this new account of
those dramatic events at the height of the Second World War, Iain Ballantyne
draws extensively on the graphic eyewitness testimony of veterans, to construct
a thrilling story, mainly from the point of view of the British battleships, cruisers,
and destroyers involved. He describes the tense atmosphere as cruisers play a
lethal cat and mouse game, shadowing Bismarck in the icy Denmark Strait. We
witness the shocking destruction of the British battle cruiser Hood, in which all but
three of her ship’s complement were killed—an event that filled pursuing Royal
Navy warships, including the battered battleship Prince of Wales, with a thirst for
revenge. While Swordfish torpedo-bombers try desperately to cripple the
Bismarck, we sail in destroyers on their own daring torpedo attacks, battling
mountainous seas. Finally, the author takes us into the final showdown, as
Page 12/28

Read PDF Killing The Bismarck Destroying The Pride Of Hitlers Fleet
battleships Rodney and King George V, supported by cruisers Norfolk and
Dorsetshire, destroy the pride of Hitler’s fleet. This vivid, superbly researched
account portrays this epic saga through the eyes of so-called “ordinary sailors”
caught up in extraordinary events—conveying the horror and majesty of war at
sea in all its cold brutality and awesome power.
The English explorer Henry Hudson devoted his life to the search for a water
route through America, becoming the first European to navigate the Hudson
River in the process. In Fatal Journey, acclaimed historian and biographer Peter
C. Mancall narrates Hudson's final expedition. In the winter of 1610, after
navigating dangerous fields of icebergs near the northern tip of Labrador,
Hudson's small ship became trapped in winter ice. Provisions grew scarce and
tensions mounted amongst the crew. Within months, the men mutinied, forcing
Hudson, his teenage son, and seven other men into a skiff, which they left
floating in the Hudson Bay. A story of exploration, desperation, and icebound
tragedy, Fatal Journey vividly chronicles the undoing of the great explorer, not by
an angry ocean, but at the hands of his own men.
Examines "the Japanese attack on the American oiler USS Neosho and the gutsy
crew's struggle for survival as their slowly sinking ship drifted--lost, defenseless,
and alone--on the treacherous Coral Sea"--Dust jacket flap.
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The true story of World War 2’s legendary Hell’s Angels—the 8th Air Force’s
303rd Bomb Group. Although the United States declared war against Germany in
December 1941, a successful assault on Nazi-occupied Europe could not
happen until Germany’s industrial and military might were crippled. The first
target was the Luftwaffe—the most powerful and battle-hardened air force in the
world. The United States Army Air Forces joined with Great Britain’s alreadyengaged Royal Air Force to launch a strategic air campaign that ultimately
brought the Luftwaffe to its knees. One of the standout units of this campaign
was the legendary 303rd Bomb Group—Hell’s Angels. This is the 303rd’s story,
as told by the men who made it what it was. Taking their name from their B-17 of
the same name, they became one of the most distinguished and important air
combat units in history. The dramatic and terrible air battles they fought against
Germany ultimately changed the course of the war. INCLUDES PHOTOS
The author of Blitzkrieg covers one of the most dramatic events of the Second
World War in an “outstanding book about naval warfare” (World War II History).
When the German battleship Bismarck—a masterpiece of engineering, wellarmored with a main artillery of eight 15-inch guns—left the port of Gotenhafen for
her first operation on the night of May 18, 1941, the British battlecruiser Hood
and the new battleship Prince of Wales were ordered to find her quickly, as
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several large convoys were heading for Britain. On May 24, Bismarck was found
off the coast of Greenland, but the ensuing battle was disastrous for the British.
The Hood was totally destroyed within minutes, with only three crewmen
surviving, and Prince of Wales was badly damaged. The chase resumed until the
German behemoth was finally caught, this time by four British capital ships
supported by torpedo-bombers from the carrier Ark Royal. The icy North Atlantic
roiled from the crash of shellfire and bursting explosions until finally the Bismarck
collapsed, sending nearly two thousand German sailors to a watery grave.
Tamelander and Zetterling’s work rests on stories from survivors and the latest
historical discoveries. The book starts with a thorough account of maritime
developments from 1871 up to the era of the giant battleship, and ends with a
vivid account, hour by hour, of the dramatic and fateful hunt for the mighty
Bismarck, Nazi Germany’s last hope to pose a powerful surface threat to Allied
convoys. “Exciting story-telling . . . recreat[es] the thrill of the hunt.”
—International Journal of Maritime History “[An] epic sea chase and its vivid,
human details.” —World War II
Amoral, cunning, ruthless, and instructive, this multi-million-copy New York Times
bestseller is the definitive manual for anyone interested in gaining, observing, or
defending against ultimate control – from the author of The Laws of Human
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Nature. In the book that People magazine proclaimed “beguiling” and
“fascinating,” Robert Greene and Joost Elffers have distilled three thousand
years of the history of power into 48 essential laws by drawing from the
philosophies of Machiavelli, Sun Tzu, and Carl Von Clausewitz and also from the
lives of figures ranging from Henry Kissinger to P.T. Barnum. Some laws teach
the need for prudence (“Law 1: Never Outshine the Master”), others teach the
value of confidence (“Law 28: Enter Action with Boldness”), and many
recommend absolute self-preservation (“Law 15: Crush Your Enemy Totally”).
Every law, though, has one thing in common: an interest in total domination. In a
bold and arresting two-color package, The 48 Laws of Power is ideal whether
your aim is conquest, self-defense, or simply to understand the rules of the
game.
From spy missions to code breaking, this richly illustrated account of the covert
operations of World War II takes readers behind the battle lines and deep into the
undercover war effort that changed the course of history. a From the authors who
createdaEyewitness to World War IIaand numerous other best-selling illustrated
reference books, this is the shocking story behind the covert activity that shaped the
outcome of one of the world's greatest conflicts-and the destiny of millions of people.
National Geographic's landmark book illuminates World War II as never before by
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taking you inside the secret lives of spies and spy masters; secret agents and secret
armies; Enigma machines and code breakers; psychological warfare and black
propaganda; secret weapons and secret battle strategies. Seven heavily illustrated
narrative chapters reveal the truth behind the lies and deception that shaped the
osecret war;o eight essays showcase hundreds of rare photos and artifacts (many
never before seen); more than 50 specially created sidebars tell the stories of spies and
secret operations. Renowned historian and top-selling author Stephen Hyslop reveals
this little-known side of the war in captivating detail, weaving in extraordinary
eyewitness accounts and information only recently declassified. Rare photographs,
artifacts, and illuminating graphics enrich this absorbing reference book.
Includes numerous maps and illustrations. This monograph provides first-hand
accounts of Destroyer Squadron 18 during this critical battle upon which so much of the
success of our campaign in Europe would depend. Their experience at Omaha Beach
can be looked upon as typical of most U.S. warships engaged at Normandy. On the
other hand, from the author’s research it appears evident that this destroyer squadron,
with their British counterparts, may have had a more pivotal influence on the breakout
from the beachhead and the success of the subsequent campaign than was heretofore
realized. Its contributions certainly provide a basis for discussion among veterans and
research by historians, as well as a solid, professional account of naval action in
support of the Normandy landings.
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During World War II, the German Navy incorporated an unstoppable behemoth of a
battle ship. The Sinking of the Bismarck documents its rise and incredible fall. The
German Navy was a fearsome superpower during WWII, and perhaps the crown jewel
in its attack fleet was the juggernaut named Bismarck. This 41,000-ton behemoth was
crewed by nearly 2,000 soldiers, over 100 officers, and boasted four weapons batteries
and two anti-aircraft guns. Not to mention over forty other mounted guns, space for
multiple floatplanes, and an aircraft catapult; The Bismarck was a serious threat to
Allied Forces on the water. In May 1941, Bismarck broke out into the North Atlantic,
threatening the transatlantic shipping lanes that were vital to Britain's survival. This is
the gripping tale of the Royal Navy's hunt for the most powerful sea raider in history.
This incredible history documents the tireless search, and unlikely defeat of this mighty
ship.
No warship name in British naval history has more battle honours than Warspite. While
this book looks at the lives of all eight vessels to bear the name (between 1596 and the
1990s), it concentrates on the truly epic story of the seventh vessel, a superdreadnought battleship, conceived as the ultimate answer to German naval power,
during the arms race that helped cause WW1. Warspite fought off the entire German
fleet at Jutland, survived a mutiny between the wars and then covered herself in glory in
action from the Arctic to the Indian Ocean during WW2. She was the flagship of Admiral
Sir John Cunningham when he mastered the Italian Navy in the Mediterranean, her
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guns inflicting devastating damage on the enemy at Calabria in 1940 and Matapan in
1941. She narrowly avoided destruction by the Japanese carrier force that devastated
Pearl Harbor. She provided crucial fire support for Allied landings in Sicily, Italy,
Normandy and Walcheren. A lucky ship in battle, she survived dive-bombers off Crete
and glider bomb hits off Salerno.The 'Spite' had a reputation for being obtuse at
unexpected moments, running aground and losing her steering several times; she
broke free from her towropes on the way to the breakers and ending up beached at St
Michael's Mount where it took a decade to dismantle her. She had fought to the end.But
this is not just the story of a warship. Wherever possible the voices of those men who
fought aboard her speak directly to the reader about their experiences. The Warspite is
also the story of a great naval nation which constructed her as the ultimate symbol of its
imperial power and then scrapped her when the sun set on that empire.Iain Ballantyne
is a much published naval author. His books for Pen and Sword include Warspite,
London and Victory in the Famous Ships of the British Navy series as well as Strike
From the Sea. He is editor of Warships International.
At the outbreak of World War II, the four key Capital German ships comprised the
Bismarck, Tirpitz, Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. Their primary threats where the Royal
Navy's King George Vclass battleships, the most modern British battleships in
commission during World War II and some of the Navy's most powerful vessels. Five
ships of this class were built: HMS King George V, Prince of Wales, Duke of York,
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Howe (late 1942) and Anson (late 1942). The powerful vessels in this class would clash
with the pride of the Kriegsmarine in two major engagements: first, during the Battle of
the Denmark Strait and subsequent pursuit of the Bismarck between 24 and 27 May
1941, and again at the Battle of the North Cape on 26 December 1943. Alongside the
King George V class, the Royal Navy's two-ship Nelson-class (Nelson and Rodney),
comprised Britain's only other battleships built in the interwar years. Both ships served
extensively in the Atlantic, Mediterranean, and Indian oceans during the war, but their
moment of fame came when Rodney (together with King George V) chased down and
bombarded the doomed Bismarck in May 1941. This superbly detailed addition to the
Duel series compares and contrasts the design and development of these opposing
capital ships, and describes the epic clashes on the high seas that ended with the
destruction of the Kriegsmarine's major naval assets.
The First World War created the modern world. A conflict of unprecedented ferocity, it
abruptly ended the relative peace and prosperity of the Victorian era, unleashing such
demons of the twentieth century as mechanized warfare and mass death. It also helped
to usher in the ideas that have shaped our times--modernism in the arts, new
approaches to psychology and medicine, radical thoughts about economics and
society--and in so doing shattered the faith in rationalism and liberalism that had
prevailed in Europe since the Enlightenment. With The First World War, John Keegan,
one of our most eminent military historians, fulfills a lifelong ambition to write the
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definitive account of the Great War for our generation. Probing the mystery of how a
civilization at the height of its achievement could have propelled itself into such a
ruinous conflict, Keegan takes us behind the scenes of the negotiations among
Europe's crowned heads (all of them related to one another by blood) and ministers,
and their doomed efforts to defuse the crisis. He reveals how, by an astonishing failure
of diplomacy and communication, a bilateral dispute grew to engulf an entire continent.
But the heart of Keegan's superb narrative is, of course, his analysis of the military
conflict. With unequalled authority and insight, he recreates the nightmarish
engagements whose names have become legend--Verdun, the Somme and Gallipoli
among them--and sheds new light on the strategies and tactics employed, particularly
the contributions of geography and technology. No less central to Keegan's account is
the human aspect. He acquaints us with the thoughts of the intriguing personalities who
oversaw the tragically unnecessary catastrophe--from heads of state like Russia's
hapless tsar, Nicholas II, to renowned warmakers such as Haig, Hindenburg and Joffre.
But Keegan reserves his most affecting personal sympathy for those whose individual
efforts history has not recorded--"the anonymous millions, indistinguishably drab,
undifferentially deprived of any scrap of the glories that by tradition made the life of the
man-at-arms tolerable." By the end of the war, three great empires--the AustroHungarian, the Russian and the Ottoman--had collapsed. But as Keegan shows, the
devastation ex-tended over the entirety of Europe, and still profoundly informs the
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politics and culture of the continent today. His brilliant, panoramic account of this vast
and terrible conflict is destined to take its place among the classics of world history.
With 24 pages of photographs, 2 endpaper maps, and 15 maps in text
There is no current warship in the Royal Navy called HMS London, but vessels carrying
the name have featured for better or worse in some of the most controversial episodes
of British naval history.For example, the wooden wall battleship HMS London of the late
18th Century could be called the ship that lost America while the heavy cruiser of WW2
was command vessel for the escort force that failed to safeguard the controversial
convoy PQ17.In HMS London the true stories behind those headlines are told, not least
providing a grim insider perspective on the Arctic convoys, which literally broke the
heavy cruiser in addition to demoralizing the sailors and marines who sailed in her.It is,
however, a tale of triumphing over the dark satanic seas of the Arctic, of learning from
the mistakes of PQ17 and ultimately enduring in the face of the enemy, the elements
and an ungrateful Stalin.Examining the stories of HMS Londons all the way from the
English Civil War, through the Battle of Copenhagen in 1801—where Nelson famously
ignored signals to break off the action displayed by HMS London—we also learn of the
pre-dreadnought Londons participation in the ill-fated Dardanelles campaign of
WW1.Iain Ballantynes fascinating and lively account of the lives of British warships
named London primarily looks at history from the perspective of the men who were
there, including her post-WW2 mission under a storm of fire from Chinese communist
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forces to rescue the frigate Amethyst. In addition to research in various archives,
among the people Iain interviewed for the book were veterans of the Arctic convoys of
WW2, the Yangtse Incident and warriors of the Cold War and 1991 Gulf War. It all adds
up to a thoroughly researched and exciting narrative of naval history.Adding to the
authenticity of the tale, Iain even sailed to Russia in the last HMS London, a Type 22
guided-missile frigate, in August 1991. During a WW2 convoy re-enactment the ship
was almost hit by a practice torpedo launched from a Soviet submarine and had to take
evasive action.
In this succinct, fact-based, insightful analysis of Hitler and his impact on the world,
Sebastian Haffner displays his skills as a first-class journalist and a student of German
and modern European history. A keen psychologist, he describes the man, the
politician, the ideologue, the military leader, the mass-murderer, and ultimately the
traitor to his own (adopted) country. “Mr Haffner ... has exposed better, and more
briefly, than anyone else the clockwork of that infernal machine” — Gordon BrookShepherd, Sunday Telegraph “Lucid, informative and provocative.” — Golo Mann, Der
Spiegel “Nothing I have read on the Third Reich has been as valuable as Sebastian
Haffner’s Meaning of Hitler” — Manfred Rommel, Stuttgarter Nachrichten “a stimulating
book, brilliant and rich in ideas; in short a masterpiece of historical essay writing.” —
Joachim Fest, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung “This study ... deserves the highest
praise. There is nothing of this brevity and depth to inform the younger generation and
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give those who lived through the era food for thought.” — Peter Diehl-Thiele,
Süddeutsche Zeitung “He circumnavigates the Hitler phenomenon in order to illuminate
it from seven different viewpoints, and that in under 200 lucid and precise pages without
assuming any prior knowledge.” — Peter Graf Kielmansegg, Münchner Merkur “not one
more biography but an analysis - a most penetrating analysis - of what Hitler was up to
in his astonishing career” — A.L. Rowse “Sebastian Haffner’s book already has
received recognition ... as perhaps the best that has dealt with the phenomenon of
Hitler and his impact on the 20th century. It is better than Trevor-Roper’s best-seller,
The Last Days of Hitler ... a most penetrating analysis of what Hitler was up to in his
astonishing career.” — The New Republic “Tough-minded evaluation of Hitler’s career
... That this book was a best-seller in Germany [43 weeks] indicates that Haffner’s
countrymen welcomed this compact, lucid, hard-headed reexamination of contemporary
history.” — Publishers Weekly “Until [1991], as Sebastian Haffner wrote in his short,
matchless book The Meaning of Hitler (1978), we had been living in the Europe which
Hitler created for us: the split continent and the mutilated, divided Germany.” — Neal
Ascherson, The Observer
This detailed analysis of the WWII naval battle by the acclaimed historian and mechanical
engineer reveals new insight into the Bismarck’s victory. In the spring of 1942, Nazi Germany
unleashed its behemoth battleship Bismarck against the British in the Battle of the Denmark
Strait. Bismarck destroyed the pride of the Royal Navy, HMS Hood, and severely damaged its
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newest battleship, HMS Prince of Whales. The decisive victory resonated both in Whitehall and
Berlin—and yet there continues to be controversy as to how the conflict was actually fought.
The Battle of the Denmark Strait offers a detailed technical analysis of combat circumstances,
while new discoveries, revealed for the first time in this book, shed light on the battle. With a
close examination of naval gunnery, from the various gun systems to the flight time of shells to
their target, historian and mechanical engineer Robert Winklareth has painstakingly
reconstructed the battle. He also explores events leading up to the titanic clash, as well as its
aftermath.
Analyzes the leadership and tactics of the Civil War general, citing his role in introducing
scorched-earth methods and the contributions of his Cavalry Corps in Lee's surrender and
explaining the cavalry and total war strategies that became staples of warfare.
26 May 1941. After a bloody chase lasting more than 1,700 miles, Britain's Home Fleet is
finally closing in on the world's most powerful battleship. There will be a fight to the finish
between more than 5,000 men of the Royal Navy and 2,600 servicemen of Hitler's
Kriegsmarine. Thousands will die... Published here for the first time, alongside a compelling
narrative of the final 24 hours of the mission to sink the Nazi ship, are eyewitness accounts of
Royal Navy sailors who saw the combat up close. Seventy-five years on from the epic mission
to destroy the flagship of Hitler's navy, these testimonies are the product of a unique project by
Iain Ballantyne. Over a period of several years he interviewed a select group of surviving
veterans in the UK and one in Canada, with transcripts of those remarkable on-camera
interviews forming the basis of the exciting first-person stories that unfold here. These final
testimonies provide fresh insight into one of World War Two's most dramatic events.
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HUNTER KILLER: a submarine designed to pursue and attack enemy submarines and surface
ships using torpedoes. HUNTER KILLERS will follow the careers of four daring British
submarine captains who risked their lives to keep the rest of us safe, their exploits consigned
to the shadows until now. Their experiences encompass the span of the Cold War, from
voyages in WW2-era submarines under Arctic ice to nuclear-powered espionage missions in
Soviet-dominated seas. There are dangerous encounters with Russian spy ships in UK waters
and finally, as the communist facade begins to crack, they hold the line against the Kremlin's
oceanic might, playing a leading role in bringing down the Berlin Wall. It is the first time they
have spoken out about their covert lives in the submarine service. This is the dramatic untold
story of Britain's most-secret service.
E. H. Gombrich's Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become one of the
treasures of historical writing since its first publication in English in 2005. The Yale edition
alone has now sold over half a million copies, and the book is available worldwide in almost
thirty languages. Gombrich was of course the best-known art historian of his time, and his text
suggests illustrations on every page. This illustrated edition of the Little History brings together
the pellucid humanity of his narrative with the images that may well have been in his mind's
eye as he wrote the book. The two hundred illustrations—most of them in full color—are not
simple embellishments, though they are beautiful. They emerge from the text, enrich the
author's intention, and deepen the pleasure of reading this remarkable work. For this edition
the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing around illustrations that range from paintings to
line drawings, emblems, motifs, and symbols. The book incorporates freshly drawn maps, a
revised preface, and a new index. Blending high-grade design, fine paper, and classic binding,
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this is both a sumptuous gift book and an enhanced edition of a timeless account of human
history.
This tale of the Battle of the River Plate follows the machinations of the German war machine
as Kapitan zur See Hans Langsdorff commands the pocket battleship Graf Spee on a mission
to cripple British shipping. Through clever subterfuge and daring, the Graf Spee takes ship
after ship, ultimately forcing the British Navy to send twenty ships in search of the elusive
Spee.
A Silicon Valley insider offers a provocative look at the dark side of the new digital revolution,
Web 2.0, and its detrimental influence on modern-day culture, society, and business,
explaining the devastating repercussions of this cult of the amateur and offering concrete
solutions for countering its impact on modern life. Reprint. 17,500 first printing.
A fascinating and comprehensive account of how an initially ineffectual underwater
boat—originally derided and loathed in equal measure—evolved into the most powerful and
terrifying vessel ever invented—with enough destructive power to end all life on Earth. Iain
Ballantyne considers the key episodes of submarine warfare and vividly describes the stories
of brave individuals who have risked their lives under the sea, often with fatal consequences.
His analysis of underwater conflict begins with Archimedes discovering the Principle of
Buoyancy. Our clandestine journey then moves through the centuries and focuses on prolific
characters with deathly motives, including David Bushnell, who in 1775 in America devised the
first combat submarine with the idea of attacking the British. Today, nuclear-powered
submarines are among the most complex, costly ships in existence. Armed with nuclear
weapons, they have the ability to destroy millions of lives: they are the most powerful warships
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ever created. At the heart of this thrilling narrative lurks danger and power as we discover
warfare’s murkiest secrets.
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