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In this wide-ranging and ambitiously conceived Research Companion, contributors explore
Shakespeare’s relationship to the classic in two broad senses. The essays analyze
Shakespeare’s specific debts to classical works and weigh his classicism’s likeness and
unlikeness to that of others in his time; they also evaluate the effects of that classical influence
to assess the extent to which it is connected with whatever qualities still make Shakespeare,
himself, a classic (arguably the classic) of modern world literature and drama. The first sense
of the classic which the volume addresses is the classical culture of Latin and Greek reading,
translation, and imitation. Education in the canon of pagan classics bound Shakespeare
together with other writers in what was the dominant tradition of English and European poetry
and drama, up through the nineteenth and even well into the twentieth century. Second—and no
less central—is the idea of classics as such, that of books whose perceived value, exceeding
that of most in their era, justifies their protection against historical and cultural change. The
volume’s organizing insight is that as Shakespeare was made a classic in this second,
antiquarian sense, his work’s reception has more and more come to resemble that of classics
in the first sense—of ancient texts subject to labored critical study by masses of professional
interpreters who are needed to mediate their meaning, simply because of the texts’ growing
remoteness from ordinary life, language, and consciousness. The volume presents overviews
and argumentative essays about the presence of Latin and Greek literature in Shakespeare’s
writing. They coexist in the volume with thought pieces on the uses of the classical as a
historical and pedagogical category, and with practical essays on the place of ancient classics
in today’s Shakespearean classrooms.
King LearKing LearBroadview Press
This dictionary is a guide to the key authors, concepts, and terms used in the study of literature
written in English. Each entry begins with a straightforward definition, and is followed by
explanation and examples. Each writer is defined by type, significant preoccupation and/or
style, and a selection of notable works. There are a number of entries on writers in a foreign
language who have had a major influence on literature in English. One of the most important
uses of this book is as a cross-referencing tool. Italicized cross-referenced entries form an
interrelated web, presenting a unified overall picture of particular areas of interest.
The text of the play included here, prepared by Craig Walker for The Broadview Anthology of
British Literature, has been acclaimed for its outstanding introductory material and annotations,
and for its inclusion of parellel text versions of key scenes for which the texts of the Quarto and
the Folio versions of the play are substantially different. Also included in this edition are
excerpts from a variety of literary source materials (including Geoffrey on Monmouth’s Historia
Regum Britanniae, the anonymous True Chronicle Historie of King Leir, and Samuel
Harsnett’s A Declaration of Egregious Popish Impostures); material on the historical Annesley
case that raised many of the same issues as does Shakespeare’s play; and the happy ending
from Nahum Tate’s version of the play, which held the stage for 150 years after its first
performance in 1681.
The English Marvel is a multiskill-based series in English that adheres to theNational
Curriculum Framework and the advances made in ELT pedagogical principles. Having a
learner-centred approach, the series develops essential communication skills and integrates
the four language skills of Reading, Writing,Listening and Speaking.
To make King Lear more accessible to the modern reader, our Prestwick House Literary
Touchstone Classic? provides in-depth explanations, as well as historical background.
Convenient sidebar notes and an extensive glossary help the reader navigate the complexities
of the text and enjoy the beauty of Shakespeare's verse, the wisdom of his insights, and the
impact of his drama.'Which of you shall we say doth love us most?With these reckless words,
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Lear, the aged king of ancient Britain begins a game that will tear apart his kingdom, his family,
and his own sense of self, pitting sister against sister, rewarding flattery, and punishing
integrity. Lear is unable to foresee the consequences that will follow from his choice.The loyal
Duke of Gloucester is likewise blinded, figuratively and literally, by flattery and deceptions, and
he also learns too late the price of misplaced trust.This tragedy of the foolish king'arguably
Shakespeare's greatest work'is a poignant examination of the complexities of human nature:
wisdom and foolishness, vision and blindness, and true love and loyalty between parents and
their children.
In the 1980s influential scholars argued that Shakespeare revised King Lear in light of
theatrical performance, resulting in two texts by the bard’s own hand. The two-text theory
hardened into orthodoxy. Here Sir Brian Vickers makes the case that Shakespeare did not cut
his original text. At stake is the way his greatest play is read and performed.
Announcements for the following year included in some vols.
The English language in the Renaissance was in many ways a collection of competing
Englishes. Paula Blank investigates the representation of alternative vernaculars - the dialects
of early modern English - in both linguistic and literary works of the period. Blank argues that
Renaissance authors such as Spenser, Shakespeare and Jonson helped to construct the idea
of a national language, variously known as 'true' English or 'pure' English or the 'King's
English', by distinguishing its dialects - and sometimes by creating those dialects themselves.
Broken English reveals how the Renaissance 'invention' of dialect forged modern alliances of
language and cultural authority. This book will be of interest to scholars and students of
Renaissance studies and Renaissance English literature. It will also make fascinating reading
for anyone with an interest in the history of English language.
This book accounts for the previously inadequately explained transformation in the meaning of
equity in sixteenth century England, a transformation which, intriguingly, first comes to light in
literary texts rather than political or legal treatises. The book address the two principal literary
works in which the transformation becomes apparent, Thomas More's Utopia and Edmund
Spenser's Faerie Queene, and sketches the history of equity to its roots in the Greek concept
of epieikeia, uncovering along the way both previously unexplained distinctions, and a longobscured esoteric meaning. These rediscoveries, when brought to bear upon the Utopia and
Faerie Queene, illuminate critical though relatively neglected textual passages that have long
puzzled scholars.

More than fifty specialists have contributed to this new edition of volume 2 of The
Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature. The design of the original work has
established itself so firmly as a workable solution to the immense problems of analysis,
articulation and coordination that it has been retained in all its essentials for the new
edition. The task of the new contributors has been to revise and integrate the lists of
1940 and 1957, to add materials of the following decade, to correct and refine the
bibliographical details already available, and to re-shape the whole according to a new
series of conventions devised to give greater clarity and consistency to the entries.
Woodbridge shows that the prevailing image of the vagrant poor in Renaissance
England--sturdy, comical, resourceful rogues who were adept at living on the fringes of
society--was essentially a literary fabrication pressed into the service of specific social
and political agendas.
This introduction to the tools required for literary study provides all the skills,
background and critical knowledge which students require to approach their study of
literature with confidence.
A History of English Literature has received exceptional reviews. Tracing the
development of one of the world's richest literatures from the Old English period
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through to the present day, the narrative discusses a wide range of key authors but
never loses its clarity or verve. Building on the book's established reputation and
success, the third edition has been revised and updated throughout. It now provides a
full final chapter on the contemporary scene, with more on genres and the impact of
globalization. Features of this best-selling book include: • a helpful overview of each
chapter • boxed biographies of authors, and tables of publications and historical events
• on-page definitions of important terms and concepts • suggestions for further reading
at the end of each chapter to aid study • portraits of authors, illustrations, maps and an
index. A History of English Literature remains the essential companion for anyone
wishing to follow the unfolding of writing in England from its beginnings. It is ideal for
those who know a few landmark texts, but little of the literary landscape that surrounds
them; those who want to know what English literature consists of; and those who simply
want to read its fascinating story.
This handbook of English Renaissance literature serves as a reference for both
students and scholars, introducing recent debates and developments in early modern
studies. Using new theoretical perspectives and methodological tools, the volume offers
exemplary close readings of canonical and less well-known texts from all significant
genres between c. 1480 and 1660. Its systematic chapters address questions about
editing Renaissance texts, the role of translation, theatre and drama, life-writing,
science, travel and migration, and women as writers, readers and patrons. The book
will be of particular interest to those wishing to expand their knowledge of the early
modern period beyond Shakespeare.
Lear is too much. There’s too much to stomach, an overdoing of massive wickednesses which
rightly provoked perhaps the most famous reaction to King Lear ever, Dr Samuel Johnson’s
horror in his Prefaces to his Shakespeare (1765) over the blinding of Gloucester –“an act too
horrid to be endured in dramatick exhibition” – and the death of Cordelia: “contrary to the
natural ideas of justice, to the hope of the reader, and, what is yet more strange, to the faith of
the chronicles”. There are indeed just too many awful enhancements of the Lear stories
Shakespeare drew on, a superfluity of terrible things – and of course these, as Valentine
Cunningham says, are uneasily central to a play which teaches the immorality of the well-off
having a “superflux” of money and things when the poor have so little. So what explains the
dramatic success of Lear? The great critic A.C. Bradley had grave reservations about it, but he
conceded, this play was the “fullest revelation of Shakespeare’s power” – up there with
Aeschylus’s Prometheus Bound, Dante’s Divine Comedy, Beethoven’s symphonies and
Michelangelo’s statues; the most moving and daunting of tragic experiences the world has
ever known promoted by a greatly trashy plot, or, as the poet and critic D. J. Enright puts in his
lively book about teaching Shakespeare, Shakespeare and the Students (1970): “It is possible
that Shakespeare never did anything more awe-inspiring, more improbable-seeming than this –
to take a petulant old retired monarch, drive him mad and stick flowers in his hair, and still end
with a figure of tragedy.”
Seventeenth-Century English Literature associates evolving seventeenth-century English
perspectives of maternal support to the ascent of the cutting edge country, particularly in the
vicinity of 1603 and 1675. Maternal sustain increases new noticeable quality in the early
current social creative ability at the exact minute when England experiences a noteworthy
change in perspective-from the customary, dynastic body politic, composed by natural bonds,
to the post-dynastic, present day country, included representative and full of feeling relations.
The book likewise exhibits that moving early present day points of view on Judeo-Christian
relations profoundly educate the period's interlocking reassessments of maternal support and
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the country, particularly on account of Milton. Encircled by an understanding that the very idea
of what characterizes the human is regularly impacted by Renaissance and early present day
messages, this book sets up the start of the scholarly improvement of the evil frame into an
adapted shape in the seventeenth century. This advancement is fixated on characters and
verse of four seventeenth-century journalists: the Satan character in John Milton's Paradise
Lost and Paradise Regained, the Tempter in John Bunyan's Grace Abounding to the Chief of
Sinners and Diabolus in Bunyan's The Holy War, the verse of John Wilmot, earl of Rochester,
and Dorimant in George Etherege's Man of Mode.
King Lear banishes his favorite daughter when she speaks out against him. Little does he
know that the two other daughters who praise him are actually plotting against him. New ed.
This second edition of Erne's groundbreaking study includes a new preface that reviews the
controversy the book has triggered.
Intended To Serve The Academic Needs Of The Students Of English Literature, The
Companion Is An Ultimate Literary Reference Source, Providing An Up-To-Date,
Comprehensive And Authoritative Biographies Of Novelists, Poets, Playwrights, Essayists,
Journalists And Critics Ranging From Literary Giants Of The Past To Contemporary Writers
Like Peter Burnes (1931-2004), Anthony Powell (1905-2000), Patrick O Brian (1914-2000), Iris
Murdoch (1919-1999), Grace Nicholas (1950- ) And Douglas Adams (1952-2001). Over The
Last Few Decades English Literary Canon Has Become Relatively More Extensive And
Diverse. In Recognition Of The Significance Of The New Literatures In English, Special
Emphasis Has Been Given On The Writers Of These Literatures. In Addition, The Indian
Writers Writing In English Have Been Given A Prominent Place In The Book, Thereby Making
It Particularly Useful For The Students Of Indian English Literature. The Companion Is Unique
Of Its Kind As It Gives A Broad Outline Of The Story And Not Merely A Brief Account Of The
Plot Structure Of A Literary Work So As To Enable The Students To Have A Fairly Good Idea
Of The Story. Likewise, Before Getting Down To The Writings Of An Author, The Companion
Provides An Invaluable And Authoritative Biographical Note Believing That An Author S
Biography Facilitates Proper Understanding Of His/Her Contributions.On Account Of Its Clear
And Reliable Plot Summaries And Descriptive Entries Of Major Works And Literary Journals
And Authentic Biographical Details, The Companion Is A Work Of Permanent Value. It Is
Undoubtedly An Indispensable And Path-Breaking Handy Reference Guide For All Those
Interested In Literatures In English Produced In The United Kingdom, The United States,
Canada, Australia, Africa, The Caribbean, India And Other Countries.

REA's MAXnotes for William Shakespeare's King Lear The MAXnotes offers a
comprehensive summary and analysis of King Lear and a biography of William
Shakespeare. Places the events of the play in historical context and discusses each act
in detail. Includes study questions and answers along with topics for papers and sample
outlines.
With a remarkable breadth of coverage and a focused, user-friendly approach, this
sourcebook is the essential guide for any student of King Lear.
The Parable of the Prodigal Son is one of the best-known stories in the Bible. It has
captured the imagination of commentators, preachers and writers. Alison M. Jack
explores the reconfiguring of the character of the Prodigal Son and his family in
literature in English. She considers diverse literary periods and genres in which the
paradigm is particularly prevalent, such as Elizabethan literature, the work of
Shakespeare, the novels of female Victorian writers, the American short story tradition,
novels focused on the lives of ordained ministers, and the poetry of Elizabeth Bishop
and Iain Crichton Smith. Drawing on scholarship from biblical and literary studies, this
study demonstrates the remarkable potency of the parable in generating new, and at
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times contradictory, meanings in different contexts. Historical and literary criticism are
brought into dialogue to explore this remarkably resilient and nimble character as he
dances through drama, novels and poetry across the centuries.
What was the purpose of representing foreign lands for writers in the English
Renaissance? This innovative and wide-ranging study argues that writers often used
their works as vehicles to reflect on the state of contemporary English politics,
particularly their own lack of representation in public institutions. Sometimes such
analyses took the form of displaced allegories, whereby writers contrasted the
advantages enjoyed, or disadvantages suffered, by foreign subjects with the political
conditions of Tudor and Stuart England. Elsewhere, more often in explicitly colonial
writings, authors meditated on the problems of government when faced with the
possibly violent creation of a new society. If Venice was commonly held up as a beacon
of republican liberty which England would do well to imitate, the fear of tyrannical
Catholic Spain was ever present - inspiring and haunting much of the colonial literature
from 1580 onwards. This stimulating book examines fictional and non-fictional writings,
illustrating both the close connections between the two made by early modern readers
and the problems involved in the usual assumption that we can make sense of the past
with the categories available to us. Hadfield explores in his work representations of
Europe, the Americas, Africa, and the Far East, selecting pertinent examples rather
than attempting to embrace a total coverage. He also offers fresh readings of
Shakespeare, Marlowe, More, Lyly, Hakluyt, Harriot, Nashe, and others.
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