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King Leopold S Ghost
With an introduction by award-winning novelist Barbara
Kingsolver In the late nineteenth century, when the great
powers in Europe were tearing Africa apart and seizing
ownership of land for themselves, King Leopold of Belgium
took hold of the vast and mostly unexplored territory
surrounding the Congo River. In his devastatingly barbarous
colonization of this area, Leopold stole its rubber and ivory,
pummelled its people and set up a ruthless regime that would
reduce the population by half. . While he did all this, he
carefully constructed an image of himself as a deeply feeling
humanitarian. Winner of the Duff Cooper Prize in 1999, King
Leopold’s Ghost is the true and haunting account of this
man’s brutal regime and its lasting effect on a ruined nation.
It is also the inspiring and deeply moving account of a handful
of missionaries and other idealists who travelled to Africa and
unwittingly found themselves in the middle of a gruesome
holocaust. Instead of turning away, these brave few chose to
stand up against Leopold. Adam Hochschild brings life to this
largely untold story and, crucially, casts blame on those
responsible for this atrocity.
Publisher Description
World War I stands as one of history’s most senseless
spasms of carnage, defying rational explanation. In a riveting,
suspenseful narrative with haunting echoes for our own time,
Adam Hochschild brings it to life as never before. He focuses
on the long-ignored moral drama of the war’s critics,
alongside its generals and heroes. Thrown in jail for their
opposition to the war were Britain’s leading investigative
journalist, a future winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature,
and an editor who, behind bars, published a newspaper for
his fellow inmates on toilet paper. These critics were
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sometimes intimately connected to their enemy hawks: one of
Britain’s most prominent women pacifist campaigners had a
brother who was commander in chief on the Western Front.
Two well-known sisters split so bitterly over the war that they
ended up publishing newspapers that attacked each other.
Today, hundreds of military cemeteries spread across the
fields of northern France and Belgium contain the bodies of
millions of men who died in the “war to end all wars.” Can we
ever avoid repeating history?
Reproduction of the original: The Casement Report by Roger
Casement
"This book is a tour de force." -- Adam Grant, New York
Times bestselling author of Give and Take A revolutionary
new history of humankind through the prism of work by
leading anthropologist James Suzman Work defines who we
are. It determines our status, and dictates how, where, and
with whom we spend most of our time. It mediates our selfworth and molds our values. But are we hard-wired to work as
hard as we do? Did our Stone Age ancestors also live to work
and work to live? And what might a world where work plays a
far less important role look like? To answer these questions,
James Suzman charts a grand history of "work" from the
origins of life on Earth to our ever more automated present,
challenging some of our deepest assumptions about who we
are. Drawing insights from anthropology, archaeology,
evolutionary biology, zoology, physics, and economics, he
shows that while we have evolved to find joy meaning and
purpose in work, for most of human history our ancestors
worked far less and thought very differently about work than
we do now. He demonstrates how our contemporary culture
of work has its roots in the agricultural revolution ten
thousand years ago. Our sense of what it is to be human was
transformed by the transition from foraging to food
production, and, later, our migration to cities. Since then, our
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relationships with one another and with our environments,
and even our sense of the passage of time, have not been
the same. Arguing that we are in the midst of a similarly
transformative point in history, Suzman shows how
automation might revolutionize our relationship with work and
in doing so usher in a more sustainable and equitable future
for our world and ourselves.
In this rich collection, bestselling author Adam Hochschild has
selected and updated over two dozen essays and pieces of
reporting from his long career. Threaded through them all is
his concern for social justice and the people who have fought
for it. The articles here range from a California gun show to a
Finnish prison, from a Congolese center for rape victims to
the ruins of gulag camps in the Soviet Arctic, from a stroll
through construction sites with an ecologically pioneering
architect in India to a day on the campaign trail with Nelson
Mandela. Hochschild also talks about the writers he loves,
from Mark Twain to John McPhee, and explores such farreaching topics as why so much history is badly written, what
bookshelves tell us about their owners, and his front-row seat
for the shocking revelation in the 1960s that the CIA had
been secretly controlling dozens of supposedly independent
organizations. With the skills of a journalist, the knowledge of
a historian, and the heart of an activist, Hochschild shares the
stories of people who took a stand against despotism, spoke
out against unjust wars and government surveillance, and
dared to dream of a better and more just world.
Reveals how Patrice Lumumba, the first prime minister of the
Republic of Congo, was murdered in January, 1961, directly
by the Belgian government and Congolese rebels, but with
the indirect help of the United States and United Nations.
A dramatic intellectual biography of Victorian jurist Travers
Twiss, who provided the legal justification for the creation of
the brutal Congo Free State Eminent jurist, Oxford professor,
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advocate to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Travers Twiss
(1809–1897) was a model establishment figure in Victorian
Britain, and a close collaborator of Prince Metternich, the
architect of the Concert of Europe. Yet Twiss’s life was
defined by two events that threatened to undermine the order
that he had so stoutly defended: a notorious social scandal
and the creation of the Congo Free State. In King Leopold’s
Ghostwriter, Andrew Fitzmaurice tells the incredible story of a
man who, driven by personal events that transformed him
from a reactionary to a reformer, rewrote and liberalised
international law—yet did so in service of the most brutal
regime of the colonial era. In an elaborate deception, Twiss
and Pharaïlde van Lynseele, a Belgian prostitute, sought to
reinvent her as a woman of suitably noble birth to be his wife.
Their subterfuge collapsed when another former client
publicly denounced van Lynseele. Disgraced, Twiss resigned
his offices and the couple fled to Switzerland. But this failure
set the stage for a second, successful act of re-creation.
Twiss found new employment as the intellectual driving force
of King Leopold of Belgium’s efforts to have the Congo
recognised as a new state under his personal authority.
Drawing on extensive new archival research, King Leopold’s
Ghostwriter recounts Twiss’s story as never before, including
how his creation of a new legal personhood for the Congo
was intimately related to the earlier invention of a new legal
personhood for his wife. Combining gripping biography and
penetrating intellectual history, King Leopold’s Ghostwriter
uncovers a dramatic, ambiguous life that has had lasting
influence on international law.
A "tremendous," "intrepid" history of the devastating war in
the heart of Africa's Congo, with first-hand accounts of the
continent's worst conflict in modern times. At the heart of
Africa is the Congo, a country the size of Western Europe,
bordering nine other nations, that since 1996 has been
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wracked by a brutal war in which millions have died. In
Dancing in the Glory of Monsters, renowned political activist
and researcher Jason K. Stearns has written a compelling
and deeply-reported narrative of how Congo became a failed
state that collapsed into a war of retaliatory massacres.
Stearns brilliantly describes the key perpetrators, many of
whom he met personally, and highlights the nature of the
political system that brought these people to power, as well
as the moral decisions with which the war confronted them.
Now updated with a new introduction, Dancing in the Glory of
Monsters tells the full story of Africa's Great War.
From the acclaimed, best-selling author Adam Hochschild, a
sweeping history of the Spanish Civil War, told through a
dozen characters, including Ernest Hemingway and George
Orwell: a tale of idealism, heartbreaking suffering, and a
noble cause that failed For three crucial years in the 1930s,
the Spanish Civil War dominated headlines in America and
around the world, as volunteers flooded to Spain to help its
democratic government fight off a fascist uprising led by
Francisco Franco and aided by Hitler and Mussolini. Today
we're accustomed to remembering the war through
Hemingway’s For Whom the Bell Tolls and Robert Capa’s
photographs. But Adam Hochschild has discovered some
less familiar yet far more compelling characters who reveal
the full tragedy and importance of the war: a fiery nineteenyear-old Kentucky woman who went to wartime Spain on her
honeymoon, a Swarthmore College senior who was the first
American casualty in the battle for Madrid, a pair of fiercely
partisan, rivalrous New York Times reporters who covered the
war from opposites sides, and a swashbuckling Texas oilman
with Nazi sympathies who sold Franco almost all his oil — at
reduced prices, and on credit. It was in many ways the
opening battle of World War II, and we still have much to
learn from it. Spain in Our Hearts is Adam Hochschild at his
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very best.
Today's learners are faced with an unprecedented set of
global and local development challenges, yet so much
education on offer is based on yesterday's thinkers, ideas and
lessons. This book argues that development education
should be embedded into the curriculum, where it has the
potential to strengthen democracy and create a more equal
society.
Leopold 2d and his use of economic power to extend his
royal authority.
Offers an account of the first great human rights crusade,
which originated in England in the 1780s and resulted in the
freeing of hundreds of thousands of slaves around the world.
An in-depth exploration of the legacy of Joseph Stalin on the
former Soviet Union, by the author of King Leopold’s Ghost.
Although some twenty million people died during Stalin’s
reign of terror, only with the advent of glasnost did Russians
begin to confront their memories of that time. In 1991, Adam
Hochschild spent nearly six months in Russia talking to gulag
survivors, retired concentration camp guards, and countless
others. The result is a riveting evocation of a country still
haunted by the ghost of Stalin. A New York Times Notable
Book “An important contribution to our awareness of the
former Soviet Union’s harrowing past and unsettling
present.”—Los Angeles Times “A perceptive, intelligent book
demonstrating that the significance of the gulag transcends
the confines of one country and one generation.”—New York
Times Book Review “This probing and sensitive book…casts
striking new light upon the Russian past and
present.”—Washington Post Book World “The voices
[Hochschild] has recorded, the relics he has seen, are
haunting—and the raw material of a terrific book.”—David
Remnick, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Lenin’s Tomb “No
other work has brought home the full horror of this monstrous
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dictator’s rule than this close-up account.”—Daniel Schorr,
former senior news analyst, National Public Radio
The essays in Encounters between Jesuits and Protestants in
Africa offer a critical reflection on the often more competitive
than cordial relationships between Jesuit and Protestant
missionaries in nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Africa.
This volume is the result of the second Boston College
International Symposium on Jesuit Studies held at the Jesuit
Historical Institute in Africa (Nairobi, Kenya) in 2016. Thanks
to generous support of the Institute for Advanced Jesuit
Studies at Boston College, this volume is available in Open
Access.
From the beginnings of the slave trade through colonization,
the struggle for independence, Mobutu's brutal three decades
of rule, and the civil war that has raged from 1996 to the
present day, Congo: The Epic History of a People traces the
history of one of the most devastated nations in the world.
Esteemed scholar David Van Reybrouck balances hundreds
of interviews with a diverse range of Congolese with
meticulous historical research to construct a multidimensional
portrait of a nation and its people. Epic in scope yet eminently
readable, both penetrating and deeply moving, Congo—a
finalist for the Cundill Prize—takes a deeply humane approach
to political history, focusing squarely on the Congolese
perspective, and returns a nation's history to its people.

For many Americans the mention of Africa immediately
conjures up images of safaris, ferocious animals,
strangely dressed "tribesmen," and impenetrable jungles.
Although the occasional newspaper headline mentions
authoritarian rule, corruption, genocide, devastating
illnesses, or civil war in Africa, the collective American
consciousness still carries strong mental images of
Africa that are reflected in advertising, movies,
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amusement parks, cartoons, and many other corners of
society. Few think to question these perceptions or how
they came to be so deeply lodged in American minds.
Mistaking Africa looks at the historical evolution of this
mind-set and examines the role that popular media plays
in its creation. The authors address the most prevalent
myths and preconceptions and demonstrate how these
prevent a true understanding of the enormously diverse
peoples and cultures of Africa.Updated throughout, the
fourth edition covers the entire continent (North and subSaharan Africa) and provides new analysis of topics
such as social media and the Internet, the Ebola crisis,
celebrity aid, and the Arab Spring. Mistaking Africa is an
important book for African studies courses and for
anyone interested in unravelling American
misperceptions about the continent.
Everfair is a wonderful Neo-Victorian alternate history
novel that explores the question of what might have
come of Belgium's disastrous colonization of the Congo
if the native populations had learned about steam
technology a bit earlier. Fabian Socialists from Great
Britian join forces with African-American missionaries to
purchase land from the Belgian Congo's "owner," King
Leopold II. This land, named Everfair, is set aside as a
safe haven, an imaginary Utopia for native populations of
the Congo as well as escaped slaves returning from
America and other places where African natives were
being mistreated. Nisi Shawl's speculative masterpiece
manages to turn one of the worst human rights disasters
on record into a marvelous and exciting exploration of
the possibilities inherent in a turn of history. Everfair is
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told from a multiplicity of voices: Africans, Europeans,
East Asians, and African Americans in complex
relationships with one another, in a compelling range of
voices that have historically been silenced. Everfair is not
only a beautiful book but an educational and inspiring
one that will give the reader new insight into an often
ignored period of history.
"An enthralling story . . . A work of history that reads like
a novel." — Christian Science Monitor “As Hochschild’s
brilliant book demonstrates, the great Congo scandal
prefigured our own times . . . This book must be read
and reread.” — Los Angeles Times Book Review In the
late nineteenth century, as the European powers were
carving up Africa, King Leopold II of Belgium carried out
a brutal plundering of the territory surrounding the Congo
River. Ultimately slashing the area’s population by ten
million, he still managed to shrewdly cultivate his
reputation as a great humanitarian. A tale far richer than
any novelist could invent, King Leopold’s Ghost is the
horrifying account of a megalomaniac of monstrous
proportions. It is also the deeply moving portrait of those
who defied Leopold: African rebel leaders who fought
against hopeless odds and a brave handful of
missionaries, travelers, and young idealists who went to
Africa for work or adventure but unexpectedly found
themselves witnesses to a holocaust and participants in
the twentieth century’s first great human rights
movement. A National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist
A New York Times Notable Book
From a brilliant Brookings Institution writer, a vivid,
timely, and insightful examination of the critical role that
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oceans play in the daily struggle for global power, in the
bestselling tradition of Robert Kaplan’s The Revenge of
Geography. For centuries, oceans were the chessboard
on which empires battled for dominance. But in the
nuclear age, air power and missile systems dominated
our worries about security, and for the United States, the
economy was largely driven by domestic production, with
trucking and railways that crisscrossed the continent the
primary modes of commercial transit. All that has
changed, as nine-tenths of global commerce and the
bulk of energy trade is today linked to sea-based flows. A
brightly-painted 40-foot steel shipping container loaded
in Asia with twenty tons of goods may arrive literally
anywhere else in the world; how that really happens and
who actually profits by it show that the struggle for power
on the seas is a critical issue today. Now, in bright,
closely observed prose, To Rule the Waves author Bruce
Jones conducts us on a fascinating voyage through the
great modern ports and naval bases of this era—from the
vast container ports of Shanghai and Hong Kong to the
vital naval base of the American 7th fleet in Hawaii to the
sophisticated security arrangements in the port of New
York. Along the way, the book illustrates how global
commerce works, that we are amidst a global naval arms
race, and why the oceans are so crucial to America's
standing going forward. As Jones reveals, the three
great geopolitical struggles of our time—for military
power, for economic dominance, and over our changing
climate—are playing out atop, within, and below the
world’s oceans. The essential question, he shows, is
this: who will rule the waves and set the terms of the
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world to come?
Rose Pastor arrived in New York City in 1903, a Jewish
refugee from Russia who had worked in cigar factories
since the age of eleven. Two years later, she captured
headlines across the globe when she married James
Graham Phelps Stokes, scion of one of the legendary
400 families of New York high society. Together, this
unusual couple joined the burgeoning Socialist Party
and, over the next dozen years, moved among the
liveliest group of activists and dreamers this country has
ever seen. Their friends and houseguests included
Emma Goldman, Big Bill Haywood, Eugene V. Debs,
John Reed, Margaret Sanger, Jack London, and W.E.B.
Du Bois. Rose stirred audiences to tears and led strikes
of restaurant waiters and garment workers. She
campaigned alongside the country's earliest feminists to
publicly defy laws against distributing information about
birth control, earning her notoriety as "one of the
dangerous influences of the country" from President
Woodrow Wilson. But in a way no one foresaw, her tooshort life would end in the same abject poverty with
which it began.
The terrifying reign of Leopold II, King of Belgium, was
marked by atrocities in the Congo - murder, enslavement
and violence was used in pursuit of raw rubber.
Following advances in industry, rubber became a
valuable commodity - at first, the Congolese thought this
new trade would bring prosperity to their country.
Instead, what ensued was murderous and exploitative
barbarity of a scale never seen in Africa. Between 1890
and 1910, the Belgian forces occupying the Congo in
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Africa perpetrated horrific atrocities against the
indigenous population. King Leopold II had brought
Congo directly under his control. He permitted his
soldiers to commit mass murder and enslavement,
rapes, mass amputations, beatings and degradations of
the population. Millions of Congolese died in the midst of
this atrocious misrule. Belgium however profited
enormously, and Leopold II spent some of his revenues
from rubber sales on grandiose public building projects.
Edmund Dene Morel was a British politician and
campaigner who worked for years investigating and
publicizing the brutality of Belgian rule in the Congo. He
was appalled when Britain stood idly by as Leopold II's
tyranny ensued. Morel first published this book in 1906,
while this reprint is derived from an updated edition of
1919; by this time the king had died, having finally been
forced to surrender his control of the colony to the
government of Belgium.
More than 75 works, including a number of Lindsay's
most popular performance pieces, "The Congo" and
"The Santa Fe Trail" among them.
b.A masterpiece of historical adventure, ISkeletons on
the Zahara The western Sahara is a baking hot and
desolate place, home only to nomads and their camels,
and to locusts, snails and thorny scrub -- and its barren
and ever-changing coastline has baffled sailors for
centuries. In August 1815, the US brig Commerce was
dashed against Cape Bojador and lost, although through
bravery and quick thinking the ship's captain, James
Riley, managed to lead all of his crew to safety. What
followed was an extraordinary and desperate battle for
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survival in the face of human hostility, starvation,
dehydration, death and despair. Captured, robbed and
enslaved, the sailors were dragged and driven through
the desert by their new owners, who neither spoke their
language nor cared for their plight. Reduced to drinking
urine, flayed by the sun, crippled by walking miles across
burning stones and sand and losing over half of their
body weights, the sailors struggled to hold onto both their
humanity and their sanity. To reach safety, they would
have to overcome not only the desert but also the greed
and anger of those who would keep them in captivity.
From the cold waters of the Atlantic to the searing
Saharan sands, from the heart of the desert to the heart
of man, Skeletons on the Zahara is a spectacular
odyssey through the extremes and a gripping account of
courage, brotherhood, and survival.
"King Leopold of Belgium's exploits up the Congo River
in the 1880s were central to the European partitioning of
the African continent. The Congo Free State, Leopold's
private colony, was a unique political construct that
opened the door to the savage exploitation of the
Congo's natural and human resources by international
corporations. The resulting 'red rubber' scandal—which
laid bare a fundamental contradiction between the
European propagation of free labor and 'civilization' and
colonial governments' acceptance of violence and
coercion for productivity's sake—haunted all imperial
powers in Africa. Featuring a clever introduction and
judicious collection of documents, Michael Rutz's book
neatly captures the drama of one king's quest to build an
empire in Central Africa—a quest that began in the name
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of anti-slavery and free trade and ended in the brutal
exploitation of human lives. This volume is an excellent
starting point for anyone interested in the history of
colonial rule in Africa." —Jelmer Vos, University of
Glasgow
The author, an activist in the anti-war movement and cofounder of "Mother Jones," America's largest progressive
magazine, recounts his relationship with his father, chief
of a multinational corporation that owned mines all over
South Africa. Reprint.
A leading Renaissance scholar shows in this revisionist
history how four powerful women redefined the culture of
European monarchy in the glorious sixteenth century.
Library Journal • "Books and Authors to Know: Titles to
Watch 2021" Sixteenth-century Europe was a time of
destabilization of age-old norms and the waging of
religious wars—yet it also witnessed the remarkable
flowering of a pacific culture cultivated by a cohort of
extraordinary women rulers who sat on Europe’s
thrones, most notably Mary Tudor; Elizabeth I; Mary,
Queen of Scots; and Catherine de’ Medici. Recasting
the dramatic stories and complex political relationships
among these four women rulers, Maureen Quilligan
rewrites centuries of scholarship that sought to depict
intense personal hatreds among them. Instead, showing
how the queens engendered a culture of mutual respect,
When Women Ruled the World focuses on the gift-giving
by which they aimed to ensure female bonds of
friendship and alliance. Detailing the artistic and political
creativity that flourished in the pockets of peace created
by these queens, Quilligan’s lavishly illustrated work
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offers a new perspective on the glory of the Renaissance
and the women who helped to create it.
Dear, dear, when the soft-hearts get hold of thing like
that missionary's contribution they completely lose their
tranquility they speak profanely and reproach Heaven for
allowing such a find to live. Meaning me . They think it
irregular. They go shuddering around, brooding over the
reduction of that Congo population from 25,000,000 to
15,000,000 in the twenty years of my administration ;
then they burst out and call me the King with Ten Million
Murders on his Soul. They call me a 'record'.
Photographs taken by Guy Tillim between December
2002 and September 2003 convey not only the tragedy
of the land and people of today's République
démocratique du Congo, but evoke the ghosts of the
Congo Free State when King Leopold II's conquest and
pillaging of the land and enslavement of its people
reduced the population by nearly half. The Congo
became the focus for one of the earliest human rights
movements in the late 19th-early 20th century. The
photographs and essay by Adam Hochschild suggest
that Leopold's spirit lived and live on in familiar forms.
The story of Nat Turner and his slave rebellion—which
began on August 21, 1831, in Southampton County,
Virginia—is known among school children and adults. To
some he is a hero, a symbol of Black resistance and a
precursor to the civil rights movement; to others he is
monster—a murderer whose name is never uttered. In
Nat Turner, acclaimed author and illustrator Kyle Baker
depicts the evils of slavery in this moving and historically
accurate story of Nat Turner’s slave rebellion. Told
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nearly wordlessly, every image resonates with the reader
as the brutal story unfolds. Find teaching guides for Nat
Turner and other titles at abramsbooks.com/resources.
This graphic novel collects all four issues of Kyle
Baker’s critically acclaimed miniseries together for the
first time in hardcover and paperback. The book also
includes a new afterword by Baker. “A hauntingly
beautiful historical spotlight. A-” —Entertainment Weekly
“Baker’s storytelling is magnificent.” —Variety
“Intricately expressive faces and trenchant dramatic
pacing evoke the diabolic slave trade’s real horrors.”
—The Washington Post “Baker’s drawings are worthy of
a critic’s attention.”—Los Angeles Times “Baker’s
suspenseful and violent work documents the slave
trade’s atrocities as no textbook can, with an emotional
power approaching that of Maus.”—Library Journal,
starred review
Patrice Lumumba was a leader of the independence
struggle in what is today the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, as well as the country’s first democratically
elected prime minister. After a meteoric rise in the
colonial civil service and the African political elite, he
became a major figure in the decolonization movement
of the 1950s. Lumumba’s short tenure as prime minister
(1960–1961) was marked by an uncompromising
defense of Congolese national interests against pressure
from international mining companies and the Western
governments that orchestrated his eventual demise. Cold
war geopolitical maneuvering and well-coordinated
efforts by Lumumba’s domestic adversaries culminated
in his assassination at the age of thirty-five, with the
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support or at least the tacit complicity of the U.S. and
Belgian governments, the CIA, and the UN Secretariat.
Even decades after Lumumba’s death, his personal
integrity and unyielding dedication to the ideals of selfdetermination, self-reliance, and pan-African solidarity
assure him a prominent place among the heroes of the
twentieth-century African independence movement and
the worldwide African diaspora. Georges NzongolaNtalaja’s short and concise book provides a
contemporary analysis of Lumumba’s life and work,
examining both his strengths and his weaknesses as a
political leader. It also surveys the national, continental,
and international contexts of Lumumba’s political ascent
and his swift elimination by the interests threatened by
his ideas and practical reforms.
This fascinating book shows how the later years of the
British Empire were characterised by accidental
oversights, irresponsible opportunism and uncertain
pragmatism.
A Holocaust survivor's surprising and thought-provoking
study of forgiveness, justice, compassion, and human
responsibility, featuring contributions from the Dalai
Lama, Harry Wu, Cynthia Ozick, Primo Levi, and more.
While imprisoned in a Nazi concentration camp, Simon
Wiesenthal was taken one day from his work detail to the
bedside of a dying member of the SS. Haunted by the
crimes in which he had participated, the soldier wanted
to confess to--and obtain absolution from--a Jew. Faced
with the choice between compassion and justice, silence
and truth, Wiesenthal said nothing. But even years after
the way had ended, he wondered: Had he done the right
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thing? What would you have done in his place? In this
important book, fifty-three distinguished men and women
respond to Wiesenthal's questions. They are
theologians, political leaders, writers, jurists,
psychiatrists, human rights activists, Holocaust survivors,
and victims of attempted genocides in Bosnia,
Cambodia, China and Tibet. Their responses, as varied
as their experiences of the world, remind us that
Wiesenthal's questions are not limited to events of the
past.
The definitive account of exploitation in the Congo,
introduced by Adam Hochschild In the early twentieth
century, the worldwide rubber boom led British
entrepreneur Lord Leverhulme to the Belgian Congo.
Warmly welcomed by the murderous regime of King
Leopold II, Leverhulme set up a private kingdom reliant
on the horrific Belgian system of forced labour, a
programme that reduced the population of Congo by half
and accounted for more deaths than the Nazi Holocaust.
In this definitive, meticulously researched history, Jules
Marchal exposes the nature of forced labour under Lord
Leverhulme’s rule and the appalling conditions imposed
upon the people of Congo. With an extensive
introduction by Adam Hochschild, Lord Leverhulme’s
Ghosts is an important and urgently needed account of a
laboratory of colonial exploitation.
*Includes pictures *Includes contemporary accounts of
the Congo Free State *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading "I do not want to
risk...losing a fine chance to secure for ourselves a slice
of this magnificent African cake." - King Leopold II of
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Belgium King Leopold II of Belgium emerges from the
pages of history as a curious character. He was a
member of a privileged clique of European monarchs,
bereft of power but rich, indulgent, and indolent. Leopold
certainly availed himself of all the pleasures of court life,
but he was also shrewd, astonishingly competent, and
avaricious to an almost unimaginable degree. His initial
interest in foreign real estate was imperial, insofar as he
desired on behalf of Belgium the main accoutrements of
a first-rate power, which were, of course, foreign estates
and colonies. He was, however, unable to move the
Belgian parliament to act in accordance, the
conservative belief perhaps being that Belgium could not
afford to compete on that level. Belgium was a small
European nation, existing between major and, at times,
belligerent powers, and as such, it quietly went about its
business with a determination not to rock the European
boat. Displaying enormous ability and a masterful grasp
of diplomatic maneuver, Leopold was able to secure
primary rights over the territory of the Congo River
catchment, a portion of the globe more than three times
the size of France. By any standards, this was a
monumental coup, and by the time the other European
powers woke up to precisely what was underway, it was
too late the arrest the momentum. Of all the issues on
the agenda as delegates gathered in Berlin in 1884,
foremost was the Congo question. The matter was
debated, and although deeply troubled by the potential
consequences, recognition was eventually afforded to
Leopold's claim to the Congo. And so, the Congo Free
State came into being, a private fiefdom of Leopold II of
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Belgium and arguably one of the most cynical and
exploitative colonial regimes across the European
spectrum. The truth of this would not immediately come
to light, and the high-minded proclamations that
accompanied the formation of Leopold's colony were
taken at face value. However, it was of profound
importance was to ensure that nothing like it could
happen again, and central to the agenda of the
conference, which lasted almost a year, was to establish
certain ground rules governing the future European
partition of Africa. Of these, three are most noteworthy.
The first was that the annexation of any territory in Africa
by any European power would not be formally
recognized without a clear display of effective occupation
and administration. Second, no such annexation could
proceed without a formal request for protection on the
part of an indigenous leader or monarch responsible for
that territory. Such a plea for protection would be
required to be submitted to treaty and be ascribed with
the seal, mark, or signature of that king. The third rule,
which could perhaps be better described as a
convention, required that in the event of a European war,
the territories, protectorates, and colonies acquired
under the terms of the conference's General Act would
remain neutral. The Congo Free State: The History and
Legacy of the Colony Established by King Leopold II of
Belgium chronicles the turbulent history of the Belgian
colony. Along with pictures depicting important people,
places, and events, you will learn about the Congo Free
State like never before.
In this book, we have hand-picked the most
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sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times
crackpot!), original and musing book reviews of "King
Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism
in Colonial Africa." Don't say we didn't warn you: these
reviews are known to shock with their unconventionality
or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting
sincerity; others may be spellbound by their unbridled
flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't
have nerves of steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in
the next five minutes. 3. You've heard it all.
For some 30 years, Adam Hochschild’s voice has been
one of the most distinctive in American journalism. With
grace and wit, he has brought to a startling variety of
subjects a combination of adventurous reporting and
personal honesty. Hochschild’s readers can count on an
unobtrusive erudition, a sense of justice, and an
irrepressible curiosity about life. Admirers of
Hochschild’s Half the Way Home: A Memoir of Father
and Son will find these articles in the same warm
autobiographical voice that made the book so
memorable: he revisits his time as a civil rights worker in
Mississippi, as a New England prep school student, and
as a teenager seeing apartheid firsthand in South Africa.
But readers will find much more here as well: profiles of
an adoptive Gypsy and of a governor general’s son
turned revolutionary, essays about Ernest Hemmingway
and John F. Kennedy, a journey to one of the most
remote corners of the Amazon rain forest, and a
remarkable evocation of two of Hochschild’s personal
heroes—who, in hillside trenches at the height of the
Russian Civil War, faced each other across the
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battlefield.
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