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Kopassus Inside Indonesia S Special Forces
Rev. ed. of: Indonesia edited by Frederica M. Bunge, 4th ed. 1983.
In Martial Arts and the Body Politic in Indonesia Lee Wilson offers an innovative study
of nationalism and the Indonesian state through the ethnography of the martial art of
Pencak Silat.
Armed separatist movements in Papua, East Timor and Aceh have been a serious
problem for Indonesia's central government. This book examines the policies of
successive Indonesian governments to contain secessionist forces, focusing in
particular on Jakarta's response towards the armed separatist movement in Aceh.
Unlike other studies of separatism in Indonesia, this book concentrates on the
responses of the central government rather than looking only at the separatist forces. It
shows how successive governments have tried a wide range of approaches including
military repression, offers of autonomy, peace talks and a combination of these. It
discusses the lessons that have been learned from these different approaches and
analyzes the impact of the tsunami, including the successful accommodation of former
rebels within an Indonesian devolved state structure and the expanding implementation
of Islamic law.
In contrast to a globalizing approach to 'transnational organized crime,' this edited
volume studies socio-historical environments in which mafia-esque violence has found
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a fertile ground for growth and development within the political arena.
This book explains the exceptional nature of the East Timor intervention of 1999, and
deals with the background to the trusteeship role of the UN in building the new polity.
All of these developments had an important impact on regional order, not least testing
the ASEAN norm of 'non-interference'. Australian complicity in the Indonesian
occupation of East Timor was a major factor in the persistence of Indonesian rule in the
territory which was maintained for twenty-five years despite international censure and
which required an unremitting campaign against the independence movement. This
work reviews the reasons for that history of complicity, and explains the extraordinary
change of policy that led ultimately to the occupation of the territory by the Australianled INTERFET coalition.
All indications are that the prevention of terrorism will be one of the major tasks of
governments and regional and international organisations for some time to come. In
response to the globalised nature of terrorism, anti-terrorism law and policy have
become matters of global concern. Anti-terrorism law crosses boundaries between
states and between domestic, regional and international law. They also cross traditional
disciplinary boundaries between administrative, constitutional, criminal, immigration and
military law, and the law of war. This collection is designed to contribute to the growing
field of comparative and international studies of anti-terrorism law and policy. A
particular feature of this collection is the combination of chapters that focus on a
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particular country or region in the Americas, Europe, Africa, and Asia, and overarching
thematic chapters that take a comparative approach to particular aspects of antiterrorism law and policy, including international, constitutional, immigration, privacy,
maritime, aviation and financial law.
This 16-page report documents how Kopassus soldiers operating in the town of
Merauke, in Indonesia's easternmost province of Papua, arrest Papuans without legal
authority, and beat and mistreat those they take back to their barracks. Kopassus'
record of human rights violations and its failure to hold the abusers accountable spans
its operations across Indonesia, particularly since the 1970s in East Timor, Aceh,
Papua, and Java. Human Rights Watch urged the United States, United Kingdom, and
Australia to withhold training from Kopassus until serious efforts are made to investigate
and hold abusive soldiers accountable.--Publisher description.
The definitive account of one of the twentieth century’s most brutal, yet least examined,
episodes of genocide and detention The Killing Season explores one of the largest and
swiftest, yet least examined, instances of mass killing and incarceration in the twentieth
century—the shocking antileftist purge that gripped Indonesia in 1965–66, leaving some
five hundred thousand people dead and more than a million others in detention. An
expert in modern Indonesian history, genocide, and human rights, Geoffrey Robinson
sets out to account for this violence and to end the troubling silence surrounding it. In
doing so, he sheds new light on broad, enduring historical questions. How do we
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account for instances of systematic mass killing and detention? Why are some of these
crimes remembered and punished, while others are forgotten? Based on a rich body of
primary and secondary sources, The Killing Season is the definitive account of a pivotal
period in Indonesian history.

The military is one of the few institutions that cut across the divides of Indonesian
society. As it continues to play a critical part in determining Indonesia's future, the
military itself is undergoing profound change. The authors of this book examine
the role of the military in politics and society since the fall of President Suharto in
1998. They present several strategic scenarios for Indonesia, which have
important implications for U.S.-Indonesian relations, and propose goals for
Indonesian military reform and elements of a U.S. engagement policy.
This book examines military operations other than war (MOOTW) of the
Indonesian military in the post-Suharto period and argues that the twin
development of democratic consolidation, marked by ‘stable’ civil–military
relations from 2004 to 2014 under Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono’s presidency,
and internationalization of the military have not yet entirely de-politicized the
armed forces. This book shows how peacekeeping, humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief, and counter-terror missions have been reinvented by the
Indonesian military (Tentara Nasional Indonesia, TNI) to adhere to its politicoPage 4/22
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institutional interests rather than to divert military attention from politics. In
contrast with conventional arguments about the rationale of MOOTW in
promoting military professionalism, this book provides the first critical analysis of
the development of these missions and correlates them with TNI’s concerted
effort to preserve territorial command structure – a military network that parallels
the civilian bureaucracy down to the village level. The book argues that the
military in Indonesia remains domestically political amidst high intensity of
international activism. A detailed investigation of civil–military relations in
Indonesia, this book will be of interest to scholars in the fields of Southeast Asian
studies and Asian politics, and more generally to those interested in civil–military
relations, military politics, and MOOTW.
Two Kopassus teams - codenamed nanggala, a Sanskrit term for "divine spear" are documented in detail during the earliest phase of the East Timor campaign.
Coming when Fretilin insurgents were at their most powerful, these Special
Forces teams took on assignments ranging from airborne assaults to
psychological warfare.
Since 2001, Indonesia’s military commitment to Aceh province resulted in one of
Southeast Asia’s largest wars for decades. Indonesia's War over Aceh presents
the background and history of this war, investigating its domestic and
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international implications, at a time when the recent tsunami catastrophe has
brought Aceh to world attention. Using military doctrinal references and
extensive, original research, Davies reconstructs reported events, combatant
forces, terminology and statistical data to expose many of the war’s sensitive
issues. He challenges others’ preceding research by detailing the Indonesian
military’s mission, structures, combat strains, and activity within political,
operational and paramilitary realms. Drawing on Indonesian-Malay sources
normally unseen by the English-speaking world, Indonesia's War over Aceh will
be essential reading for regional specialists and those interested in contemporary
conflict.
KopassusInside Indonesia's Special ForcesEquinox Publishing
In a nation where the military has played an influential social and political role
since its founding, perhaps no unit has wielded more power-and seen more
action-than Kopassus, Indonesia's Special Forces. From the jungles of Irian Jaya
to the backrooms of Jakarta's most powerful political figures, this elite group of
commandos has influenced nearly every major policy decision taken since its
inception in 1952. Here, for the first time, this secretive and controversial unit is
exposed in KOPASSUS: Inside Indonesia's Special Forces by acclaimed author
Ken Conboy. In this new age of terrorism and counter-terrorism, and especially in
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the wake of the October 2002 Bali bombing, understanding Kopassus is an
integral part of understanding the politics of modern Indonesia. This book is
essential reading for anyone interested in unconventional warfare, contemporary
Indonesian history, and the brushfire wars that have swept the Indonesian
archipelago over the past fifty years. KEN CONBOY is country manager for Risk
Management Advisory, a private security consultancy in Jakarta. Prior to that, he
served as deputy director at the Asian Studies Center, an influential Washingtonbased think tank, where his duties including writing policy papers for the U.S.
Congress and Executive on economic and strategic relations with the nations of
South and Southeast Asia. The author of a dozen books about Asian military
history and intelligence operations, Conboy's most recent title, Spies in the
Himalayas, has earned praise as an intriguing account of high-altitude
mountaineering and covert missions. A graduate of Georgetown University's
School of Foreign Service and of Johns Hopkins' School of Advanced
International Studies, Conboy was also a visiting fellow at Chulalongkorn
University in Bangkok and has lived in Indonesia since 1992.
Realpolitik Ideology presents path-breaking research on the Indonesian military
(TNI) going beyond traditional scholarship on the TNI's dual function or dwifungsi
which has been one of the dominating fields of analysis in Indonesian studies
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since the 1970s. Addressed to political scientists, sociologists, historians,
anthropologists and defence practitioners, this book interprets security policy in
terms of its social roots asserting that the realpolitik behaviour of the TNI has
strong "socio-cultural" undertones, which in turn shape the development of
military doctrine. The argument made in the book is that only through a better
understanding of the doctrines that reinforced the military's significant presence
in Indonesian affairs and their subsequent restructuring can Indonesia's policymakers attempt meaningful reform of the TNI. Readable, accessible and yet
exhaustively researched, Realpolitik Ideology examines the origins and
development of ideas on security from the point of view of the TNI and explains
why civil-military relations are still fraught with uncertainty, and why the recent
changes in military ideology, removal of military posts in the legislature, ongoing
divestment of its business, and other measures still do not guarantee that the
military will not intervene in the affairs of state. Among its many valuable
contributions, this book details: . the background to Indonesian concepts of
national security . internal operations and the weak infrastructural power of the
state, with an excellent discussion on the intelligence agencies . concepts for
external defence, according to the TNI, including Indonesia's important but littleknown contribution to UN peacekeepingmissions . defence and national security
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planning . the most recent laws relating to national security and the role of the
military in Indonesia. Realpolitik Ideology offers suggestions about how to
redefine concepts of national security to increase civil and democratic space and
accountabilities and redress the historic imbalances between the civilian
government and the military in Indonesia.
A U.S.-Indonesia Partnership for 2020 explores avenues to boost cooperation in
all three of these pillars. Political and security relations between the United States
and Indonesia have grown more robust in recent years.
Chemical weapons deployed. Choppers taken out. Communications repressed. Tens of
thousands of people displaced. The West Papuan independence movement has reignited, and
Indonesian troops are cracking down. In The Road, John Martinkus gives a gripping, up-todate account of the province’s descent into armed conflict and suppression. Replete with vivid
detail and new information, this revelatory work of journalism shows how and why a highlands
road led to an uprising, and where this might all lead.
Spying, the “world’s second oldest profession,” is hardly limited to the traditional great power
countries. Intelligence Elsewhere, nevertheless, is the first scholarly volume to deal exclusively
with the comparative study of national intelligence outside of the anglosphere and European
mainstream. Past studies of intelligence and counterintelligence have tended to focus on
countries such as the United States, Great Britain, and Russia, as well as, to a lesser extent,
Canada, Australia, France, and Germany. This volume examines the deep historical and
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cultural origins of intelligence in several countries of critical importance today: India, China, the
Arab world, and indeed, Russia, the latter examined from a fresh perspective. The authors
then delve into modern intelligence practice in countries with organizations significantly
different from the mainstream: Iran, Pakistan, Japan, Finland, Sweden, Indonesia, Argentina,
and Ghana. With contributions by leading intelligence experts for each country, the chapters
give the reader important insights into intelligence culture, current practice, and security sector
reform. As the world morphs into an increasingly multi-polar system, it is more important than
ever to understand the national intelligence systems of rising powers and regional powers that
differ significantly from those of the US, its NATO allies, and its traditional opponents. This
fascinating book shines new light into intelligence practices in regions that, until now, have
eluded our understanding.
This book covers various aspects of leadership in critical situations and under extreme
conditions. Today’s leaders often face challenging situations or unexpected difficulties, and
mastering these requires a wide spectrum of competencies such as creativity, courage and
empathy. Therefore, this book provides an interdisciplinary approach including both theoretical
concepts and practical findings relevant to optimizing leadership in extreme situations. Issues
such as why people act as they do in stressful and extreme situations, or what constitutes the
nexus between leadership/followership, organizations, and culture etc., are addressed.
Leadership under extreme conditions is a very complex topic and one that has been
approached from a variety of perspectives. The contributions to this volume thus originate from
various academic disciplines including political science, social sciences, psychology, and
philosophy. Insights from the study of in extremis leadership can help researchers and
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practitioners understand the individual, team and contextual factors that influence leadership
and, ultimately, organizational efficiency and effectiveness. Leadership in Extreme Situations is
a collection of contributions by selected scholars and field experts. It addresses key issues of
leadership, morale and cohesion, as well as ethical questions; provides an ideal entry into the
complex world of advanced leadership; and serves as a practical guide for the successful
implementation of modern leadership.
The United States in the end finds itself in an excellent, indeed advantageous, position in
Southeast Asia. A reservoir of good will toward the United States remains extant in the region.
Indeed, when a region desires more U.S. engagement, particularly a region as strategically
important to U.S. interests as Southeast Asia, it would be foolhardy to ignore that circumstance
or take it for granted. It requires that U.S. elites, although consumed by several other
compelling immediate challenges, take a look again at a region largely neglected over the last
generation or more, in order to consider longer-term strategic benefits.
This fascinating book recounts the remarkable tale of a career UN official from Indonesia
caught in the turmoil of international and domestic politics swirling around Cambodia during the
tumultuous period after the fall of the Khmer Rouge. Writing from his experience first as a
member of the UN transitional authority and then as a personal envoy to the UN secretarygeneral, Benny Widyono re-creates the fierce battles for power centering on King Norodom
Sihanouk, the Khmer Rouge, and Prime Minister Hun Sen. A simultaneous insider and
outsider, he also untangles the competing and conflicting agendas of the key international
players, especially the United States, China, and Vietnam. He argues that great-power
geopolitics throughout the Cold War and post-Cold War eras triggered and sustained a tragedy
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of enormous proportions in Cambodia for decades, ultimately leading to a flawed peace
process. Widyono tells the inside story of the massive UN operation in Cambodia, the largest
and most challenging in the organization's history to that time and long considered a model for
UN operations elsewhere. He draws not only on his vantage point as part of the UN
bureaucracy, but also as a local UN official in the rural Cambodian province of Siem Reap, the
site of Angkor Wat. As a fellow Southeast Asian with no geopolitical axe to grind, Widyono was
able to win the respect of Cambodians, including the once and future king, Norodom Sihanouk,
whose decline after fifty years as his country's leading figure is vividly portrayed. Putting a
human face on international operations, this book will be invaluable reading for anyone
interested in Southeast Asia, the role of international peacekeeping, and the international
response to genocide.
In 1965-66, army-organized massacres claimed the lives of hundreds of thousands of
supporters of the Communist Party of Indonesia. Very few of these atrocities have been
studied in any detail, and answers to basic questions remain unclear. What was the
relationship between the army and civilian militias? How could the perpetrators come to view
unarmed individuals as dangerous enemies of the nation? Why did Communist Party
supporters, who numbered in the millions, not resist? Drawing upon years of research and
interviews with survivors, Buried Histories is an impressive contribution to the literature on
genocide and mass atrocity, crucially addressing the topics of media, military organization,
economic interests, and resistance.
Elite units have long been prominent in the armies of South-East Asia and, given the turmoil in
the region since the 1960s, these forces have had ample opportunity to be tested in combat.
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Acknowledged expert on South-East Asia Ken Conboy outlines the history, organization and
insignia of Vietnamese, Cambodian, Indonesian, Malaysian and various other South-East
Asian special forces from their origins up until the late 80s, covering such groups as the
Vietnamese Luc Luong Dac Biet ('Special Forces') and Lien Doi Ngoui Nhia underwater
demolition team and the Cambodian Airborne Brigade Group.
From Rebellion to Riots challenges popular explanations of the origins and persistence of
ethnic violence in Indonesia’s West Kalimantan with new evidence and a multidimensional
analysis.

In 1940 Japan placed Vietnam under military occupation, restricting the local
French administration to a figurehead authority. Seizing the opportunity, the
Communists organised a Vietnamese independence league, the Viet Minh,
whose armed forces became known as the PAVN (more commonly known to the
West as the Vietcong, or NVA) and prepared to launch an uprising against the
French at the war's end. This text details the history, organisation and uniforms of
the People's Army of Vietnam from its origins in the fight against colonialism,
through two separate wars against the US and Khmer Rouge, to its role in the
modern era.
'Influence' is a slippery concept, yet one of tremendous relevance for those
wishing to understand global politics. From debates on the changing sources of
power in the international system, through to analyses of its value as an
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alternative to the active use of force as a policy instrument, influence has become
a recurrent theme in discussions of international relations and foreign policy. In
order to provide a better understanding of the multifaceted and shifting nature of
influence, this volume looks at how the British government employed various
forms of pressure and persuasion to achieve its goals across the twentieth
century. By focusing on Britain - a global actor with great power objectives but
declining physical means - the collection provides a wide range of case studies to
assess how influence was brought to bear on a wide array of non-western
cultures and societies. It furthermore allows for an assessment of just how
effective - or ineffective - British efforts were at influencing non-Western targets
over a hundred years of operations. By shedding important light on the efficacy of
British efforts to sustain and advance its interests in the twentieth century, the
volume will be of interest not only to historians, but to anyone interested in
contemporary problems surrounding the operation of influence as a foreign policy
tool.
This book shows how Eritrea and East Timor developed sophisticated strategies
to liberate their countries from colonialism, and emphasizes that these
insurgencies avoided terrorism.
Indonesia, a nation of thousands of islands and almost 250 million people,
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straddles the junction of the Pacific and Indian oceans. Current President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono has presided over 6 per cent average yearly growth of its
economy, to surpass $1 trillion. If this rate continues, Indonesia will join the
world's ten biggest economies in a decade or so, just behind the so-called BRIC
countries. The much-discussed recent documentary The Act of Killing revived
some of its darker past, and Barack Obama's reminiscences about the childhood
years he spent there briefly shone the spotlight on a country many Americans
know little about. Yet as Indonesia approaches its 2014 parliamentary and
presidential elections, its future is wide open. Though the largest Muslim nation
by population, it remains a receiver of wisdom from the Arab world, rather than a
messenger of multi-religious tolerance. Its pursuit of trade agreements with
Japan and South Korea have burnished its economic ambitions, but its diplomacy
is long on so-called "soft power," and short on sanctions or force. So what does
the future hold for this pivotal place? Award-winning Asia-Pacific journalist
Hamish McDonald's Demokrasi is an accessible and authoritative introduction to
the modern history and politics of this fascinating country.
By the end of the 1960s the process of decolonization had practically run its
course in Southeast Asia. One exception, however, was tiny Portuguese Timor,
where notions of self-determination and independence had yet to be generated.
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In 1974, the Carnation Revolution in Portugal brought about the end of fifty years
of dictatorship, and halfway around the world, presented a new opportunity to a
small, ambitious proportion of the Timorese population, eager to shape the future
of their country. This book presents a compelling and original perspective on the
critical period of 1974-1975 in the history of East Timor. It describes how the
language of politics helped to shape the events that brought about the
decolonization of Portuguese Timor, its brief independence as The Democratic
Republic of East Timor, and its recolonization by an Asian neighbour. Further, it
challenges the idea that this period of history was infused by the spirit of
nationalism in which the majority Timorese partook, and which contended with
other competing western –isms, including colonialism, communism, neocolonialism, and fascism. In contrast, the book argues that the Timorese majority
had little understanding of any of these alien political abstractions and that the
period can be most effectively explained and understood in terms of the contrast
between the political culture of Dili, the capital, and the political culture of the rest
of the country. In turn, David Hicks highlights how the period of 1974-1975 can
offer lessons to government and international policy-makers alike who are trying
to bring about a transformation in governance from the traditional to the legal and
convert individuals from peasants to citizens. The result of extensive fieldwork
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and interviews, this book will be of interest to students and scholars of Southeast
Asian studies, international relations, post-conflict studies and post-colonial
studies.
In this book, Ariel Ahram offers a new perspective on a growing threat to
international and human security—the reliance of 'weak states' on quasi-official
militias, paramilitaries, and warlords. Tracing the history of several "high profile"
paramilitary organizations, including Indonesia's various militia factions, Iraq's
tribal "awakening," and Iran's Revolutionary Guard and Basij corps, the book
shows why and how states co-opt these groups, turning former rebels into statesponsored militias. Building on an historical and comparative empirical approach
that emphasizes decolonization, revolution, and international threat, the author
offers a new set of policy prescriptions for addressing this escalating international
crisis—with particular attention to strategies for mitigating the impact of this
devolution of violence on the internal and international stability of states.
This book explores the ways in which democratizing Muslim countries treat their
ethnic minorities’ requests of inclusiveness and autonomy. The author examines
the results of two important cases—the securitization of Kurds in Turkey and the
“autonomization” (a new concept coined by the study) of Acehnese in
Indonesia—through multiple hypotheses: the elites’ power interest, the
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international factors, the institutions and history of the state, and the ontological
security of the country. By examining states with ethnic diversity and very little
religious diversity, the research controls for the effect of religious conflict on
minority inclusion, and so allows expanded generalizations and comparisons. In
non-Muslim majority countries, and in so called “mature democracies,” the
problem of the inclusion of old or new ethnic minorities is also crucial for the
sustainability of the “never-ending” democratization processes.
Decades before al-Qaeda took shape, religious radicals in Southeast Asia were
laying the groundwork for a struggle to achieve a backward-looking utopia. This
is the story of Jemaah Islamiyah (JI), the secretive organization that spans no
less than half a dozen nations and seeks the full implementation of their
intolerant take on Islam. In The Second Front: Inside Asia's Most Dangerous
Terrorist Network, best-selling author Ken Conboy pieces together the planning
and execution of JI's most deadly terrorist acts from exclusive interviews and
classified reports. In details never before revealed, it delves into the minds of the
group's leaders - from the professorial bomb expert Azhari to the al-Qaeda proxy
Hambali. From the shadows of the Hindu Kush to battlefields on the Spice
Islands, The Second Front peels back the veil of secrecy and chronicles the
successes in bringing down this network, as well as exposes the missed
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opportunities by regional governments to prevent terrorist acts and sectarian
violence that have taken the lives of thousands. KEN CONBOY, the bestselling
author of INTEL: Inside Indonesia's Intelligence Service and KOPASSUS: Inside
Indonesia's Special Forces, is country manager for Risk Management Advisory, a
private security consultancy in Jakarta. Prior to that, he served as deputy director
at the Asian Studies Center, an influential Washington-based think tank, where
his duties including writing policy papers for the U.S. Congress and Executive on
economic and strategic relations with the nations of South and Southeast Asia. A
graduate of Georgetown University's School of Foreign Service and of Johns
Hopkins' School of Advanced International Studies, Conboy was also a visiting
fellow at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok and has lived in Indonesia since
1992.
Study of the Cold War all too often shows us the war that wasn’t fought. The reality, of
course, is that many “hot” conflicts did occur, some with the great powers' weapons
and approval, others without. It is this reality, and this period of quasi-war and
semiconflict, that Jonathan M. House plumbs in A Military History of the Cold War,
1962–1991, a complex case study in the Clausewitzian relationship between policy and
military force during a time of global upheaval and political realignment. This volume
opens a new perspective on three fraught decades of Cold War history, revealing how
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the realities of time, distance, resources, and military culture often constrained and
diverted the inclinations or policies of world leaders. In addition to the Vietnam War and
nuclear confrontations between the USSR and the United States, this period saw
dozens of regional wars and insurgencies fought throughout Asia, Africa, and Latin
America. Cuba, Pakistan, Indonesia, Israel, Egypt, and South Africa pursued their own
goals in ways that drew the superpowers into regional disputes. Even clashes
ostensibly unrelated to the politics of East-West confrontation, such as the NigerianBiafran conflict, the Falklands/Malvinas War, and the Indonesian occupation of East
Timor, involved armed forces, weapons, and tactics developed for the larger conflict
and thus come under House’s scrutiny. His study also takes up nontraditional or
specialized aspects of the period, including weapons of mass destruction, civil-military
relations, civil defense, and control of domestic disorders. The result is a single,
integrated survey and analysis of a complex period in geopolitical history, which fills a
significant gap in our knowledge of the organization, logistics, operations, and tactics
involved in conflict throughout the Cold War.
Colonial legacies -- Invasion and genocide -- Occupation and resistance -- Mobilizing
the militias -- Bearing witness, tempting fate -- The vote -- A campaign of violence -Intervention -- Justice and reconciliation.
In a country where talk of conspiracies is often a national pastime, the deepest,
sometimes darkest, secrets have long been held by Indonesia's State Intelligence
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Agency (Badan Intelijen Negara, or BIN). Whether targeting communists, terrorists, or
dissidents, BIN and its precursor organizations have been the covert spearhead of the
nation's security policy. Understanding BIN is an integral part of understanding the
politics of Indonesia, and Intel is essential reading for anyone interested in intelligence
operations, contemporary Indonesia, and international terrorism.
In this groundbreaking book Christian Gerlach traces the social roots of the
extraordinary processes of human destruction involved in mass violence throughout the
twentieth century. He argues that terms such as 'genocide' and 'ethnic cleansing' are
too narrow to explain the diverse motives and interests that cause violence to spread in
varying forms and intensities. From killings and expulsions to enforced hunger,
collective rape, strategic bombing, forced labour and imprisonment he explores what
happened before, during, and after periods of widespread bloodshed in countries such
as Armenia, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Nazi-occupied Greece and in anti-guerilla wars
worldwide in order to highlight the crucial role of socio-economic pressures in the
generation of group conflicts. By focussing on why so many different people
participated in or supported mass violence, and why different groups were victimized,
he offers us a new way of understanding one of the most disturbing phenomena of our
times.
At the heart of this book is the problem of war termination. Britain won an almost
unbroken string of tactical military victories during an undeclared war against the
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Republic of Indonesia in the 1960s, yet it proved difficult to translate this into strategic
success. Using conflict termination theories, this book argues that British strategy
during Confrontation was both exemplary and flawed, both of which need not be
mutually exclusive. The British experience in Indonesia represents an illuminating case
study of the difficulties associated with strategy and the successful termination of
conflicts. The value of this book lies in two areas: as a contribution to the literature on
British counter-insurgency operations and as a contribution to the debates on the
problems of war termination in the context of strategic thought.
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