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Koreas Place In The Sun A Modern History Bruce Cumings
North Korea is known as the most repressive country on Earth, with a dictatorial leader, a starving population, and harsh
punishment for rebellion.Not the best place for a family vacation.Yet that's exactly where Mia Andrews finds herself, on a tour with
her aid-worker father and fractious older brother, Simon. Mia was adopted from South Korea as a baby, and the trip raises tough
questions about where she really belongs. Then her dad is arrested for spying, just as forbidden photographs of North Korean
slave-labor camps fall into Mia's hands. The only way to save Dad: get the pictures out of the country. Thus Mia and Simon set off
on a harrowing journey to the border, without food, money, or shelter, in a land where anyone who sees them might turn them in,
and getting caught could mean prison -- or worse.An exciting adventure that offers a rare glimpse into a compelling, complicated
nation, In the Shadow of the Sun is an unforgettable novel of courage and survival.
A narrative chronicle of modern Korea focuses on the country's turbulent twentieth-century history, discussing its 1910 loss of
independence, its years under Japanese rule, its division and the Korean War, and its postwar recovery and economic growth.
"Lee takes us into urgent and emotional novelistic terrain: the desperate and tenuous realms defectors are forced to inhabit after
escaping North Korea.” –Adam Johnson, author of The Orphan Master’s Son "The more confusing and horrible our world
becomes, the more critical the role of fiction in communicating both the facts and the meaning of other people’s lives. Krys Lee
joins writers like Anthony Marra, Khaled Hosseini and Elnathan John in this urgent work." –San Francisco Chronicle Yongju is an
accomplished student from one of North Korea's most prominent families. Jangmi, on the other hand, has had to fend for herself
since childhood, most recently by smuggling goods across the border. Then there is Danny, a Chinese-American teenager whose
quirks and precocious intelligence have long made him an outcast in his California high school. These three disparate lives
converge when they flee their homes, finding themselves in a small Chinese town just across the river from North Korea. As they
fight to survive in a place where danger seems to close in on all sides, in the form of government informants, husbands, thieves,
abductors, and even missionaries, they come to form a kind of adoptive family. But will Yongju, Jangmi and Danny find their way to
the better lives they risked everything for? Transporting the reader to one of the least-known and most threatening environments in
the world, and exploring how humanity persists even in the most desperate circumstances, How I Became a North Korean is a
brilliant and essential first novel by one of our most promising writers. A FINALIST FOR THE 2016 CENTER FOR FICTION FIRST
NOVEL PRIZE Longlisted for the Carnegie Medal One of The Millions' most anticipated books of the second half of 2016 One of
Elle.com's "11 Best Books to Read in August" One of Bookpage's "Six Stellar Summer Debuts"
An extraordinary memoir by a North Korean woman who defied the government to keep her family alive. Born in the 1970s, Lucia
Jang grew up in a common, rural North Korean household—her parents worked hard, she bowed to a photo of Kim Il-Sung every
night, and the family scraped by on rationed rice and a small garden. However, there is nothing common about Jang. She is a
woman of great emotional depth, courage, and resilience. Happy to serve her country, Jang worked in a factory as a young
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woman. There, a man she thought was courting her raped her. Forced to marry him when she found herself pregnant, she
continued to be abused by him. She managed to convince her family to let her return home, only to have her in-laws and parents
sell her son without her knowledge for 300 won and two bars of soap. They had not wanted another mouth to feed. By now it was
the beginning of the famine of the 1990s that resulted in more than one million deaths. Driven by starvation—her family’s as well as
her own—Jang illegally crossed the river to better-off China to trade goods. She was caught and imprisoned twice, pregnant the
second time. She knew that, to keep the child, she had to leave North Korea. In a dramatic escape, she was smuggled with her
newborn to China, fled to Mongolia under gunfire, and finally found refuge in South Korea before eventually settling in Canada.
With so few accounts by North Korean women and those from its rural areas, Jang's fascinating memoir helps us understand the
lives of those many others who have no way to make their voices known.
Ever since Korea was first divided at the end of World War II, the tension between its northern and southern halves has
riveted—and threatened to embroil—the rest of the world. In this landmark history, now thoroughly revised and updated in
conjunction with Korea expert Robert Carlin, veteran journalist Don Oberdorfer grippingly describes how a historically homogenous
people became locked in a perpetual struggle for supremacy—and how they might yet be reconciled.
The first comprehensive analysis of the Korean War and its enduring legacies through the lenses of intimate human and social
experience.
Authored by an anonymous writer and smuggled out of North Korea, The Accusation is the first work of fiction to come out of the
country and a moving portrayal of life under a totalitarian regime. In 1989, a North Korean dissident writer, known to us only by the
pseudonym Bandi, began to write a series of stories about life under Kim Il-sung’s totalitarian regime. Smuggled out of North
Korea and published around the world, The Accusation provides a unique and shocking window into this most secretive of
countries. Bandi’s profound, deeply moving, vividly characterized stories tell of ordinary men and women facing the terrible
absurdity of daily life in North Korea: a factory supervisor caught between loyalty to an old friend and loyalty to the Party; a woman
struggling to feed her husband through the great famine; the staunch Party man whose actor son reveals to him the theatre that is
their reality; the mother raising her child in a world where the all-pervasive propaganda is the very stuff of childhood nightmare.
The Accusation is a heartbreaking portrayal of the realities of life in North Korea. It is also a reminder that humanity can sustain
hope even in the most desperate of circumstances — and that the courage of free thought has a power far beyond those who seek
to suppress it.
“I am most grateful for two things: that I was born in North Korea, and that I escaped from North Korea.” - Yeonmi Park "One of
the most harrowing stories I have ever heard - and one of the most inspiring." - The Bookseller “Park's remarkable and inspiring
story shines a light on a country whose inhabitants live in misery beyond comprehension. Park's important memoir showcases the
strength of the human spirit and one young woman's incredible determination to never be hungry again.” —Publishers Weekly In In
Order to Live, Yeonmi Park shines a light not just into the darkest corners of life in North Korea, describing the deprivation and
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deception she endured and which millions of North Korean people continue to endure to this day, but also onto her own most
painful and difficult memories. She tells with bravery and dignity for the first time the story of how she and her mother were
betrayed and sold into sexual slavery in China and forced to suffer terrible psychological and physical hardship before they finally
made their way to Seoul, South Korea—and to freedom. Park confronts her past with a startling resilience. In spite of everything,
she has never stopped being proud of where she is from, and never stopped striving for a better life. Indeed, today she is a human
rights activist working determinedly to bring attention to the oppression taking place in her home country. Park’s testimony is
heartbreaking and unimaginable, but never without hope. This is the human spirit at its most indomitable.
"Passionate, cantankerous, and fascinating. Rather like Korea itself."--Nicholas D. Kristof, New York Times Book Review Korea
has endured a "fractured, shattered twentieth century," and this updated edition brings Bruce Cumings's leading history of the
modern era into the present. The small country, overshadowed in the imperial era, crammed against great powers during the Cold
War, and divided and decimated by the Korean War, has recently seen the first real hints of reunification. But positive movements
forward are tempered by frustrating steps backward. In the late 1990s South Korea survived its most severe economic crisis since
the Korean War, forcing a successful restructuring of its political economy. Suffering through floods, droughts, and a famine that
cost the lives of millions of people, North Korea has been labeled part of an "axis of evil" by the George W. Bush administration
and has renewed its nuclear threats. On both sides Korea seems poised to continue its fractured existence on into the new
century, with potential ramifications for the rest of the world.
“A great journalist” raises troubling questions about the forgotten war in this courageous, controversial book—with a new
introduction by Bruce Cumings (The Baltimore Sun). “Much about the Korean War is still hidden, and much will long remain
hidden. I believe I have succeeded in throwing new light on its origins.” —From the author’s preface In 1945 US troops arrived in
Korea for what would become America’s longest-lasting conflict. While history books claim without equivocation that the war
lasted from 1950 to 1953, those who have actually served there know better. By closely analyzing US intelligence before June 25,
1950 (the war’s official start), and the actions of key players like John Foster Dulles, General Douglas MacArthur, and Chiang Kaishek, the great investigative reporter I. F. Stone demolishes the official story of America’s “forgotten war” by shedding new light
on the tangled sequence of events that led to it. The Hidden History of the Korean War was first published in 1952—during the
Korean War—and then republished during the Vietnam War. In the 1990s, documents from the former Soviet archives became
available, further illuminating this controversial period in history.
When Londoner JP Floru tags along with three friends running the marathon in Pyongyang, little could have prepared him for what
he witnessed. Shown by two minders what the regime wants them to see during their nine-day trip, the group is astounded when
witnessing people bowing to their leaders' statues; being told not to take photos of the leaders' feet; and hearing the hushed
reverence with which people recite the history invented by the regime to keep itself in power. Often, the group did not understand
what they were seeing: from the empty five-lane motorway to the missing fifth floor of their Yanggakdo Hotel on an island in the
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Pudong River; many answers only came through extensive research of the few sources that exist about this hermit country.
Shocking and scary, The Sun Tyrant uncovers the oddities and tragedies at the heart of the world's most secretive regime, and
shows what happens when a population is reduced to near-slavery in the twenty-first century.
A New York Times Top Ten Book of the Year and National Book Award finalist, Pachinko is an "extraordinary epic" of four
generations of a poor Korean immigrant family as they fight to control their destiny in 20th-century Japan (San Francisco
Chronicle). NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2017 * A USA TODAY TOP TEN OF 2017 * JULY PICK FOR THE PBS
NEWSHOUR-NEW YORK TIMES BOOK CLUB NOW READ THIS * FINALIST FOR THE 2018 DAYTON LITERARY PEACE
PRIZE* WINNER OF THE MEDICI BOOK CLUB PRIZE Roxane Gay's Favorite Book of 2017, Washington Post NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER * #1 BOSTON GLOBE BESTSELLER * USA TODAY BESTSELLER * WALL STREET JOURNAL
BESTSELLER * WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER "There could only be a few winners, and a lot of losers. And yet we played
on, because we had hope that we might be the lucky ones." In the early 1900s, teenaged Sunja, the adored daughter of a crippled
fisherman, falls for a wealthy stranger at the seashore near her home in Korea. He promises her the world, but when she
discovers she is pregnant--and that her lover is married--she refuses to be bought. Instead, she accepts an offer of marriage from
a gentle, sickly minister passing through on his way to Japan. But her decision to abandon her home, and to reject her son's
powerful father, sets off a dramatic saga that will echo down through the generations. Richly told and profoundly moving, Pachinko
is a story of love, sacrifice, ambition, and loyalty. From bustling street markets to the halls of Japan's finest universities to the
pachinko parlors of the criminal underworld, Lee's complex and passionate characters--strong, stubborn women, devoted sisters
and sons, fathers shaken by moral crisis--survive and thrive against the indifferent arc of history. *Includes reading group guide*
NAMED A MOST-ANTICIPATED BOOK OF THE YEAR BY MS. MAGAZINE AND CRIMEREADS Parasite meets The Good Son
in this piercing psychological portrait of three women haunted by a brutal, unsolved crime. In the summer of 2002, when Korea is
abuzz over hosting the FIFA World Cup, eighteen-year-old Kim Hae-on is killed in what becomes known as the High School
Beauty Murder. Two suspects quickly emerge: rich kid Shin Jeongjun, whose car Hae-on was last seen in, and delivery boy Han
Manu, who witnessed her there just a few hours before her death. But when Jeongjun’s alibi checks out, and no evidence can be
pinned on Manu, the case goes cold. Seventeen years pass without any resolution for those close to Hae-on, and the grief and
uncertainty take a cruel toll on her younger sister, Da-on, in particular. Unable to move on with her life, Da-on tries in her own
twisted way to recover some of what she’s lost, ultimately setting out to find the truth of what happened. Shifting between the
perspectives of Da-on and two of Hae-on’s classmates struck in different ways by her otherworldly beauty, Lemon ostensibly
takes the shape of a crime novel. But identifying the perpetrator is not the main objective here: Kwon Yeo-sun uses this well-worn
form to craft a searing, timely exploration of privilege, jealousy, trauma, and how we live with the wrongs we have endured and
inflicted in turn.
In the rich and varied life stories in Under the Black Umbrella, elderly Koreans recall incidents that illustrate the complexities of
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Korea during the colonial period. Hildi Kang here reinvigorates a period of Korean history long shrouded in the silence of those
who endured under the "black umbrella" of Japanese colonial rule. Existing descriptions of the colonial period tend to focus on
extremes: imperial repression and national resistance, Japanese subjugation and Korean suffering, Korean backwardness and
Japanese progress. "Most people," Kang says, "have read or heard only the horror stories which, although true, tell only a small
segment of colonial life." The varied accounts in Under the Black Umbrella reveal a truth that is both more ambiguous and more
human—the small-scale, mundane realities of life in colonial Korea. Accessible and attractive narratives, linked by brief historical
overviews, provide a large and fully textured view of Korea under Japanese rule. Looking past racial hatred and repression, Kang
reveals small acts of resistance carried out by Koreans, as well as gestures of fairness by Japanese colonizers. Impressive for the
history it recovers and preserves, Under the Black Umbrella is a candid, human account of a complicated time in a contested
place.
A narrative chronicle of modern Korea focuses on the country's turbulent twentieth-century history, discussing its 1910 loss of
independence, its years under Japanese rule, its division and the Korean War, and its postwar recovery and economic growth
Divided into five chapters and illustrated by Kaur, the sun and her flowers is a journey of wilting, falling, rooting, rising, and
blooming. A celebration of love in all its forms. this is the recipe of life said my mother as she held me in her arms as i wept think of
those flowers you plant in the garden each year they will teach you that people too must wilt fall root rise in order to bloom
Most people want out of North Korea. Wendy Simmons wanted in.In My Holiday in North Korea: The Funniest/Worst Place on Earth, Wendy
shares a glimpse of North Korea as its never been seen before. Even though its the scariest place on Earth, somehow Wendy forgot to check
her sense of humor at the border.But Wendys initial amusement and bewilderment soon turned to frustration and growing paranoia. Before
long, she learned the essential conundrum of tourism in North Korea: Travel is truly a love affair. But, just like love, its a two-way street. And
North Korea deprives you of all this. They want you to fall in love with the singular vision of the country theyre willing to show you and nothing
more.Through poignant, laugh-out-loud essays and 92 never-before-published color photographs of North Korea, Wendy chronicles one of
the strangest vacations ever. Along the way, she bares all while undergoing an inner journey as convoluted as the country itself.
Michael E. Robinson provides readers with the historical essentials upon which to unravel the complex politics and contemporary crises that
exist in the East Asian region.
Television has come to play an ever more decisive role in the preparation and planning of war, as well as in its execution. In War and
Television Bruce Cumings carefully explores the history of television's relationship to US warmaking since World War II, up to and including
its presentation of the carnage in Kuwait and Iraq. Cumings examines Vietnam, long thought to have been the first television war, but finds
that characterization more apt for the Gulf conflict which was fought through, packaged by, and sold to the public on television. At the centre
of the book is the extraordinary tale of Cumings's own experience as historical consultant to a Thames Television production, Korea: The
Unknown War, and his subsequent trials with the Public Broadcasting System when the film was released for North American distribution.
Just a few decades ago, the Koreans were an impoverished, agricultural people. In one generation they moved from the fields to Silicon
Valley. The nature and values of the Korean people provide the background for a more detailed examination of the complex history of the
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country, in particular its division and its emergence as an economic superpower. Who are these people? And where does their future lie? In
this absorbing and enlightening account, Michael Breen provides compelling insight into the history and character of this fascinating nation.
The son of a singer mother whose career forcibly separated her from her family and an influential father who runs an orphan work camp, Pak
Jun Do rises to prominence using instinctive talents and eventually becomes a professional kidnapper and romantic rival to Kim Jong Il. By
the author of Parasites Like Us.
In 1959 South Korea was mired in poverty. By 1979, it had a powerful industrial economy and a vibrant civil society that led to democracy
eight years later. This volume examines the transformation as a study in the politics of modernization, contextualizing many historical
ambiguities in South Korea’s trajectory toward sustainable economic growth.
The #1 New York Times bestseller and National Book Award Finalist from the bestselling author of Everything, Everything will have you
falling in love with Natasha and Daniel as they fall in love with each other. Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not
destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and
falls in love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with him won’t be my story.
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high expectations. Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But
when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha makes me think that fate has something much more extraordinary in
store—for both of us. The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one
will come true? *** "Beautifully crafted."--People Magazine "A book that is very much about the many factors that affect falling in love, as
much as it is about the very act itself . . . fans of Yoon’s first novel, Everything Everything, will find much to love—if not, more—in what is easily
an even stronger follow up." —Entertainment Weekly "Transcends the limits of YA as a human story about falling in love and seeking out our
futures." —POPSUGAR.com
A BRACING ACCOUNT OF A WAR THAT IS EITHER MISUNDERSTOOD, FORGOTTEN, OR WILLFULLY IGNORED For Americans, it
was a discrete conflict lasting from 1950 to 1953. But for the Asian world the Korean War was a generations-long struggle that still haunts
contemporary events. With access to new evidence and secret materials from both here and abroad, including an archive of captured North
Korean documents, Bruce Cumings reveals the war as it was actually fought. He describes its origin as a civil war, preordained long before
the first shots were fired in June 1950 by lingering fury over Japan’s occupation of Korea from 1910 to 1945. Cumings then shares the
neglected history of America’s post–World War II occupation of Korea, reveals untold stories of bloody insurgencies and rebellions, and tells
of the United States officially entering the action on the side of the South, exposing as never before the appalling massacres and atrocities
committed on all sides. Elegantly written and blisteringly honest, The Korean War is, like the war it illuminates, brief, devastating, and
essential.
In this key textbook, Michael J. Seth offers an excellent synthesis of existing scholarship, including a thorough examination of contemporary
sources. Seth masterfully traces how North Korea gradually transformed itself from a Soviet-style socialist state to an ultra-nationalist,
dynastic one, illuminating this journey with an engaging understanding of the political, ideological, economic and social forces at play.
Throughout, Seth adds a rich dimension by placing North Korean history into broader global perspective and considering the implications for
the future of the country.With a helpful glossary and an exhaustive bibliography, this clear and accessible overview is an ideal text for
students of North Korean history, and for anyone with an interest in the evolution of this uncommon nation.
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Collection of essays by Cumings on the complex problems of political economy and ideology, power and culture in East and Northeast Asia,
providing an understanding of the United States's role in these regions and the consequences for subsequent policy mak
Depicted as an insular and forbidding police state with an “insane” dictator at its helm, North Korea—charter member of Bush’s “Axis of
Evil”—is a country the U.S. loves to hate. Now the CIA says it possesses nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, as well as long-range
missiles capable of delivering them to America’s West Coast. But, as Bruce Cumings demonstrates in this provocative, lively read, the story
of the U.S.-Korea conflict is more complex than our leaders or our news media would have us believe. Drawing on his extensive knowledge
of Korea, and on declassified government reports, Cumings traces that story, from the brutal Korean War to the present crisis. Harboring no
illusions regarding the totalitarian Kim Jong Il regime, Cumings nonetheless insists on a more nuanced approach. The result is both a counternarrative to the official U.S. and North Korean versions and a fascinating portrayal of North Korea, a country that suffers through foreign
invasions, natural disasters, and its own internal contradictions, yet somehow continues to survive.
Paek Nam-nyong’s Friend is a tale of marital intrigue, abuse, and divorce in North Korea. A woman in her thirties comes to a courthouse
petitioning for a divorce. As the judge who hears her statement begins to investigate the case, the story unfolds into a broader consideration
of love and marriage. The novel delves into its protagonists’ past, describing how the couple first fell in love and then how their marriage
deteriorated over the years. It chronicles the toll their acrimony takes on their son and their careers alongside the story of the judge’s own
marital troubles. A best-seller in North Korea, where Paek continues to live and write, Friend illuminates a side of life in the DPRK that
Western readers have never before encountered. Far from being a propagandistic screed in praise of the Great Leader, Friend describes the
lives of people who struggle with everyday problems such as marital woes and workplace conflicts. Instead of socialist-realist stock figures,
Paek depicts complex characters who wrestle with universal questions of individual identity, the split between public and private selves, the
unpredictability of existence, and the never-ending labor of maintaining a relationship. This groundbreaking translation of one of North
Korea’s most popular writers offers English-language readers a page-turner full of psychological tension as well as a revealing portrait of a
society that is typically seen as closed to the outside world.
After providing an accessible history of the nation, the author turns his focus to what North Korea is, what its leadership thinks and how its
people cope with living in such an oppressive and poor place, arguing that North Korea is not irrational, but rather a nation that has survived
against all odds.
What history, pop culture, and diaspora can teach us about North and South Korea today. Korea is one of the last divided countries in the
world. Twins born of the Cold War, one is vilified as an isolated, impoverished, time-warped state with an abysmal human rights record and a
reclusive leader who perennially threatens global security with his clandestine nuclear weapons program. The other is lauded as a thriving
democratic and capitalist state with the thirteenth largest economy in the world and a model for developing countries to emulate. In The
Koreas, Theodore Jun Yoo provides a compelling gateway to understanding the divergent developments of contemporary North and South
Korea. In contrast to standard histories, Yoo examines the unique qualities of the Korean diaspora experience, challenging the master
narratives of national culture, homogeneity, belongingness, and identity. This book draws from the latest research to present a decidedly
demythologized history, with chapters focusing on feature stories that capture the key issues of the day as they affect popular culture and
everyday life. The Koreas will be indispensable to any historian, armchair or otherwise, in need of a discerning and reliable guide to the
region.
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Don Oberdorfer has written a gripping narrative history of Korea's travails and triumphs over the past three decades. The Two Koreas places
the tensions between North and South within a historical context, with a special emphasis on the involvement of outside powers.
South Korea's Education Exodus analyzes Early Study Abroad in relation to the neoliberalization of South Korean education and labor. With
chapters based on demographic and survey data, discourse analysis, and ethnography in destinations such as Canada, New Zealand,
Singapore, and the United States, the book considers the complex motivations that spur families of pre-college youth to embark on often
arduous and expensive journeys. In addition to examining various forms and locations of study abroad, South Korea's Education Exodus
discusses how students and families manage living and studying abroad in relation to global citizenship, language ideologies, social class,
and race.

How do we explain Park Chung-Hee's determination to push through the coup d'état in 1961 and the modernization programs
afterward? How did his family's poverty and his experiences in Manchuria, Japan, and China affect his later career as South
Korea's leader? How would he have answered his critics' charge that he was a pro-Japanese collaborator and a Communist
renegade? How can we explain his harsh suppression of domestic dissidents and opponents? In trying to answer these and other
questions, Lee presents a kaleidoscopic history of modern Korea from the 1890s to the 1960s. Like Park, the author also grew up
under Japanese rule and lived in Manchuria, where Park spent more than three years. This meticulously researched book uses
Korean, Japanese, and English sources to put Park's life into historical context.
A heartwarming tale of courage, resilience and hope from master storyteller and winner of the prestigious Newbery Medal, Linda
Sue Park. When her name was Keoko, Japan owned Korea, and Japanese soldiers ordered people around, telling them what they
could do or say, even what sort of flowers they could grow. When her name was Keoko, World War II came to Korea, and her
friends and relatives had to work and fight for Japan. When her name was Keoko, she never forgot her name was actually Kim
Sun-hee. And no matter what she was called, she was Korean. Not Japanese. Inspired by true-life events, this amazing story
reveals what happens when your culture, country and identity are threatened.
A New York Times Editors Choice Selection A global sensation, Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982 “has become...a touchstone for a
conversation around feminism and gender” (Sarah Shin, Guardian). One of the most notable novels of the year, hailed by both
critics and K-pop stars alike, Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982 follows one woman’s psychic deterioration in the face of rampant misogyny.
In a tidy apartment on the outskirts of Seoul, millennial “everywoman” Kim Jiyoung spends her days caring for her infant daughter.
But strange symptoms appear: Jiyoung begins to impersonate the voices of other women, dead and alive. As she plunges deeper
into this psychosis, her concerned husband sends her to a psychiatrist. Jiyoung narrates her story to this doctor—from her birth to
parents who expected a son to elementary school teachers who policed girls’ outfits to male coworkers who installed hidden
cameras in women’s restrooms. But can her psychiatrist cure her, or even discover what truly ails her? “A social treatise as well
as a work of art” (Alexandra Alter, New York Times), Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982 heralds the arrival of international powerhouse Cho
Nam-Joo.
Now in a fully revised and updated edition, this comprehensive book surveys Korean history from Neolithic times to the present.
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Michael J. Seth explores the origins and development of Korean society, politics, and still little-known cultural heritage from their
inception to the two Korean states of today. Telling the remarkable story of the origins and evolution of a society that borrowed and
adopted from abroad, Seth describes how various tribal peoples in the peninsula came together to form one of the world’s most
distinctive communities. He shows how this ancient, culturally and ethnically homogeneous society was wrenched into the world of
late-nineteenth-century imperialism, fell victim to Japanese expansionism, and then became arbitrarily divided into two opposed
halves, North and South, after World War II. Tracing the seven decades since 1945, the book explains how the two Koreas, with
their deeply different political and social systems and geopolitical orientations, evolved into sharply contrasting societies. South
Korea, after an unpromising start, became one of the few postcolonial developing states to enter the ranks of the first world, with a
globally competitive economy, a democratic political system, and a cosmopolitan and dynamic culture. North Korea, by contrast,
became one of the world’s most totalitarian and isolated societies, a nuclear power with an impoverished and famine-stricken
population. Seth describes and analyzes the radically different and historically unprecedented trajectories of the two Koreas,
formerly one tight-knit society. Throughout, he adds a rare dimension by placing Korean history into broader global perspective. All
readers looking for a balanced, knowledgeable history will be richly rewarded with this clear and concise book.
How has Hanguk (South Korean) hip hop developed over the last two decades as a musical, cultural, and artistic entity? How is
hip hop understood within historical, sociocultural, and economic matrices of Korean society? How is hip hop represented in
Korean media and popular culture? This book utilizes ethnographic methods, including fieldwork research and life timeline
interviews with fifty-three influential hip hop artists, in order to answer these questions. It explores the nuanced meaning of hip hop
in South Korea, outlining the local, global, and (trans)national flows of musical and cultural exchanges. Throughout the chapters,
Korean hip hop is examined through the notion of buran—personal and societal anxiety or uncertainty—and how it manifests in the
dimensions of space and place, economy, cultural production, and gender. Ultimately, buran serves as a metaphoric state for
Hanguk hip hop in that it continuously evolves within the conditions of Korean society.
South Korea's amazing rise from the ashes: the inside story of an economic, political, and cultural phenomenon Long
overshadowed by Japan and China, South Korea is a small country that happens to be one of the great national success stories of
the postwar period. From a failed state with no democratic tradition, ruined and partitioned by war, and sapped by a half-century of
colonial rule, South Korea transformed itself in just fifty years into an economic powerhouse and a democracy that serves as a
model for other countries. With no natural resources and a tradition of authoritarian rule, Korea managed to accomplish a second
Asian miracle. Daniel Tudor is a journalist who has lived in and written about Korea for almost a decade. In Korea: The Impossible
Country, Tudor examines Korea's cultural foundations; the Korean character; the public sphere in politics, business, and the
workplace as well as the family, dating, and marriage. In doing so, he touches on topics as diverse as shamanism, clan-ism, the
dilemma posed by North Korea, the myths about doing business in Korea, the Koreans' renowned hard-partying ethos, and why
the infatuation with learning English is now causing massive social problems. South Korea has undergone two miracles at once:
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economic development and complete democratization. The question now is, will it become as some see Japan, a prosperous yet
aging society, devoid of energy and momentum? Or will the dynamism of Korean society and its willingness to change—as well as
the opportunity it has now to welcome outsiders into its fold—enable it to experience a third miracle that will propel it into the ranks
of the world's leading nations regarding human culture, democracy, and wealth? More than just one journalist's account, Korea:
The Impossible Country also draws on interviews with many of the people who made South Korea what it is today. These include:
Choi Min-sik, the star of "Old Boy." Park Won-soon, Mayor of Seoul. Soyeon Yi, Korea's first astronaut Hong Myung-bo, legendary
captain of Korea's 2002 FIFA World Cup team. Shin Joong-hyun, the 'Godfather of Korean Rock.' Ko Un, poet. Hong Seok-cheon,
restaurateur, and the first Korean celebrity to 'come out.' And many more, including a former advisor to President Park Chung-hee;
a Shaman priestess ('mudang'); the boss of Korea's largest matchmaking agency; a 'room salon' hostess; an architect; as well as
chefs, musicians, academics, entrepreneurs, homemakers, and chaebol conglomerate employees.
Distributed for Yuksabipyungsa Press Bruce Cumings maintains in his classic account that the origin of the Korean War must be
sought in the five-year period preceding the war, when Korea was dominated by widespread demands for political, economic, and
social change. Making extensive use of Korean-language materials from North and South, and of classified documents,
intelligence reports, and U.S. military sources, the author examines the background of postwar Korean politics and the arrival of
American and Soviet troops in 1945. Cumings then analyzes Korean politics and American policies in Seoul as well as in the
hinterlands. Arguing that the Korean War was civil and revolutionary in character, Cumings shows how the basic issues over which
the war was fought were apparent immediately after Korea's liberation from colonial rule in 1945. These issues led to o the
effective emergence of separate northern and southern regimes within a year, extensive political violence in the southern
provinces, and preemptive American policies designed to create a bulwark against revolution in the South and Communism in the
North.
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