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Latin Inscriptions Ancient Languages
Texts written in Latin, Greek and other languages provide ancient historians with
their primary evidence, but the role of language as a source for understanding
the ancient world is often overlooked. Language played a key role in stateformation and the spread of Christianity, the construction of ethnicity, and
negotiating positions of social status and group membership. Language could
reinforce social norms and shed light on taboos. This book presents an
accessible account of ways in which linguistic evidence can illuminate topics
such as imperialism, ethnicity, social mobility, religion, gender and sexuality in
the ancient world, without assuming the reader has any knowledge of Greek or
Latin, or of linguistic jargon. It describes the rise of Greek and Latin at the
expense of other languages spoken around the Mediterranean and details the
social meanings of different styles, and the attitudes of ancient speakers towards
linguistic differences.
From the archaic period onwards, ancient literary authors working within a range
of genres discussed and quoted a variety of inscriptions. This volume offers a
wide-ranging set of perspectives on the diversity of epigraphic material present in
ancient literary texts, and the variety of responses, both ancient and modern,
which they can provoke.
Epigraphic Evidence is an accessible guide to the responsible use of Greek and
Latin inscriptions as sources for ancient history. It introduces the types of
historical information supplied by inscriptional texts and the methods with which
they can be used. It outlines the limitations as well as the advantages of the
different types of evidence covered. Epigraphic Evidence includes a general
introduction, a guide to the arrangement of the standard corpora inscriptions and
individual chapters on local languages and native cultures, epitaphs and the
ancient economy amongst others.
Groundbreaking new interpretation of the relationship between Greek and Oscan,
two of the most widely spoken languages of pre-Roman Italy.
Archaeology.
After thirty-five years as a book editor in New York City, Ann Patty stopped
working and moved to the country. Bored, aimless, and lost in the woods, she
hoped to challenge her restless, word-loving brain by beginning a serious study
of Latin at local colleges. As she begins to make sense of Latin grammar and
syntax, her studies open unexpected windows into her own life. Along the way,
she meets an impassioned cast of characters: professors, students and
classicists outside of academia who keep Latin very much alive.
Surveys cultural, historical, and linguistic questions surrounding the development of
bilingualism in the Roman world.
"Inscriptions are for anyone interested in the Roman world and Roman culture, whether
they regard themselves as literary scholars, historians, archaeologists, anthropologists,
religious scholars or work in a field that touches on the Roman world from c. 500 BCE
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to 500 CE and beyond. The goal of The Oxford Handbook of Roman Epigraphy is to
show why inscriptions matter and to demonstrate to classicists and ancient historians,
their graduate students, and advanced undergraduates, how to work with epigraphic
sources"-This text makes use of contemporary work in linguistics to provide up-to-date
commentary on the development of Latin, from its prehistoric origins in the IndoEuropean language family, through the earliest texts, to the creation of the Classical
Language of Cicero and Vergil, and examines the impact of the spread of spoken Latin
through the Roman Empire. The first book in English in more than 50 years to provide
comprehensive coverage of the history of the Latin language Gives a full account of the
transformation of the language in the context of the rise and fall of Ancient Rome
Presents up-to-date commentary on the key linguistic issues Makes use of carefully
selected texts, many of which have only recently come to light Includes maps and
glossary as well as fully translated and annotated sample texts that illustrate the
different stages of the language Accessible to readers without a formal knowledge of
Latin or linguistics
This book, derived from the acclaimed Cambridge Encyclopedia of the World's Ancient
Languages, describes the ancient languages of Europe, for the convenience of
students and specialists working in that area. Each chapter of the work focuses on an
individual language or, in some instances, a set of closely related varieties of a
language. Providing a full descriptive presentation, each of these chapters examines
the writing system(s), phonology, morphology, syntax and lexicon of that language, and
places the language within its proper linguistic and historical context. The volume brings
together an international array of scholars, each a leading specialist in ancient
language study. While designed primarily for scholars and students of linguistics, this
work will prove invaluable to all whose studies take them into the realm of ancient
language.
This book explores how the Graeco-Roman world suffered from major power conflicts,
imperial ambition, and ethnic, religious and racist strife.
In addition to Phoenician, Greek, and Latin, at least four writing systems were used
between the fifth century BCE and the first century CE to write the indigenous
languages of the Iberian peninsula (the so-called Palaeohispanic languages):
Tartessian, Iberian, Celtiberian, and Lusitanian. In total over three thousand inscriptions
are preserved in what is certainly the largest corpus of epigraphic expression in the
western Mediterranean world, with the exception of the Italian peninsula. The aim of
this volume is to present the most recent cutting-edge scholarship on these epigraphies
and on the languages that they transmit. Utilizing a multidisciplinary approach which
draws on the expertise of leading specialists in the field, it brings together a broad
range of perspectives on the linguistic, philological, epigraphic, numismatic, historical,
and archaeological aspects of the surviving inscriptions, and provides invaluable new
insights into the social, economic, and cultural history of Hispania and the ancient
western Mediterranean. The study of these languages is essential to our understanding
of colonial Phoenician and Greek literacy, which lies at the root of their growth, as well
as of the diffusion of Roman literacy, which played an important role in the final
expansion of the so called Palaeohispanic languages.
Comprehensive and up-to-date account of the languages of ancient Sicily by an
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international team of experts.
This well-illustrated volume provides the best collection of Etruscan inscriptions and
texts currently in print. A substantial archeological introduction sets language and
inscriptions in their historical, geographical, and cultural context. The overview of
Etruscan grammar, the glossary, and chapters on mythological figures all incorporate
the latest innovative discoveries.
-- Introduction with chapters on the Value of Tomb Inscriptions, the Underworld, the
Study of Tomb Inscriptions, and Women and Children -- Edited text of thirty inscriptions
-- Line drawings -- Notes and English translations -- Thirteen plates
By Roman Hands takes Latin out of the textbook and allows students to see and
translate Latin as it actually appeared on Roman monuments, walls and tombs. The
first collection of entirely authentic and un-adapted inscriptions and graffiti accessible to
beginning and intermediate students of Latin, By Roman Hands unites the study of
language and culture in a novel and compelling way and at a level that the Latin can be
grasped and discussed by early Latin learners. Ranging from a love letter hastily
scratched on a Pompeian wall to the proclamation of an emperor’s achievements
formally inscribed on a monumental arch, these carefully selected texts afford
fascinating glimpses into the lives and minds of the Romans, even as they illustrate and
reinforce the basic elements of the Latin language. This edition, revised to work in
parallel with the second edition of Susan Shelmerdine' s Introduction to Latin or any
standard beginning Latin text, includes more texts and illustrations, and an additional
section of inscriptions for practice and review.
Through words and images employed both by individuals and by a range of
communities across the Graeco-Roman worlds, this book explores the complexity of
multilingual representations of identity. Starting with the advent of literacy in the
Mediterranean, it encompasses not just the Greek and Roman empires but also the
transformation of the Graeco-Roman world under Islam and within the medieval mind.
By treating a range of materials, contexts, languages, and temporal and political
boundaries, the contributors consider points of cross-cultural similarity and difference
and the changing linguistic landscape of East and West from antiquity into the medieval
period. Insights from contemporary multilingualism theory and interdisciplinary
perspectives are employed throughout to exploit the material fully.
"Roman Farm Management: The Treatises of Cato and Varro" by Marcus Terentius
Varro, Marcus Porcius Cato (translated by Fairfax Harrison). Published by Good Press.
Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From wellknown classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten?or yet undiscovered
gems?of world literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press
edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers
and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to
everyone in a high-quality digital format.

Learn Latin from the Romans is the only introductory Latin textbook to feature
texts written by ancient Romans for Latin learners. These texts, the 'colloquia',
consist of dialogues and narratives about daily life similar to those found in
modern-language textbooks today, introducing learners to Roman culture as well
as to Latin in an engaging, accessible, and enjoyable way. Students and
instructors will find everything they need in one complete volume, including clear
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explanations of grammatical concepts and how Latin works, both British and
American orders for all noun and adjective paradigms, 5,000 easy practice
sentences, and over 150 longer passages (from the colloquia and a diverse
range of other sources including inscriptions, graffiti, and Christian texts as well
as Catullus, Cicero, and Virgil). Written by a leading Latin linguist with decades of
language teaching experience, this textbook is suitable for introductory Latin
courses worldwide.
This book advances our understanding of the place of Latin inscriptions in the
Roman world. It enables readers, especially those new to the subject, to
appreciate both the potential and the limitations of inscriptions as historical
source material, by considering the diversity of epigraphic culture in the Roman
world and how it has been transmitted to the twenty-first century. The first
chapter offers an epigraphic sample drawn from the Bay of Naples, illustrating
the dynamic epigraphic culture of that region. The second explores in detail the
nature of epigraphic culture in the Roman world, probing the limitations of
traditional ways of dividing up inscriptions into different categories, and offering
examples of how epigraphic culture developed in different geographical, social
and religious contexts. It examines the 'life-cycle' of inscriptions - how they were
produced, viewed, reused and destroyed. Finally, the third provides guidance on
deciphering inscriptions face-to-face and handling specialist epigraphic
publications.
A Companion to the Latin Language presents a collection of original essays from
international scholars that track the development and use of the Latin language
from its origins to its modern day usage. Brings together contributions from
internationally renowned classicists, linguists and Latin language specialists
Offers, in a single volume, a detailed account of different literary registers of the
Latin language Explores the social and political contexts of Latin Includes new
accounts of the Latin language in light of modern linguistic theory Supplemented
with illustrations covering the development of the Latin alphabet
Bilingualism has seen an explosion of work in recent years. This volume
introduces classicists, ancient historians, and other scholars interested in
sociolinguistics to bilingualism in the ancient Mediterranean. The fifteen chapters
cover theoretical and methodological issues and key aspects of the contact
between Latin and Greek and among Latin, Greek, and other languages.
Lawrence Keppie's book offers the non-specialist a comprehensive and
enjoyable guide to undestanding the texts of Roman inscriptions, as well as
explaining the numerous different contexts in which they were produced. Every
area of Roman life is covered, including: * the emperor * temples and altars to the
gods * imperial administration * gravestones and tomb monuments * local
government and society * the army and the frontiers * Christianity * trade,
commerce and the economy * the later Roman Empire. For each inscription
cited, the book provides the original Latin, an English translation and a
commentary on the piece's significance. Illustrated with more than 80 photos and
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drawings, this is the ideal introduction to the most important source for the history
and organisation of the Roman Empire.
This peer-reviewed collection of essays provides an account of several current
foci of research in Classics. It gathers fifteen contributions covering subjects such
as Greek and Latin papyrology and epigraphy. It also includes approaches to
various key literary texts, from Homer to post-classical Humanists, in addition to
chapters on navigation, coinage, and sculpture. This book represents a useful
research tool for a wide range of scholars in Greek, Latin and Ancient History, as
well as an up-to-date source for any classicist.
The Language of RuinsGreek and Latin Inscriptions on the Memnon
ColossusOxford University Press
Reading the colossus: the Memnon inscriptions -- Worshipping the colossus:
sacred tourism at Thebes -- Talking with the colossus: the rhetoric of address -Homeric Memnon -- Sapphic Memnon -- Modern Memnon
A colossal statue, originally built to honor an ancient pharaoh, still stands today in
Egyptian Thebes, with more than a hundred Greek and Latin inscriptions
covering its lower surfaces. Partially damaged by an earthquake, and later reidentified as the Homeric hero Memnon, it was believed to "speak" regularly at
daybreak. By the middle of the first century CE, tourists flocked to the colossus of
Memnon to hear the miraculous sound, and left behind their marks of devotion
(proskynemata): brief acknowledgments of having heard Memnon's cry; longer
lists by Roman administrators; and more elaborate elegiac verses by both
amateur and professional poets. The inscribed names left behind reveal the
presence of emperors and soldiers, provincial governors and businessmen, elite
women and military wives, and families with children. While recent studies of
imperial literature acknowledge the colossus, few address the inscriptions
themselves. This book is the first critical assessment of all the inscriptions
considered in their social, cultural, and historical context. The Memnon colossus
functioned as a powerful site of engagement with the Greek past, and appealed
to a broad segment of society. The inscriptions shed light on contemporary
attitudes toward sacred tourism, the role of Egypt in the Greco-Roman
imagination, and the cultural legacy of Homeric epic. Memnon is a ghost from the
Homeric past anchored in the Egyptian present, and visitors yearned for a "close
encounter" that would connect them with that distant past. The inscriptions thus
idealize Greece by echoing archaic literature in their verses at the same time as
they reflect their own historical horizon. These and other subjects are expertly
explored in the book, including a fascinating chapter on the colossus's postclassical life when the statue finds new worshippers among Romantic artists and
poets in nineteenth-century Europe.
Latin inscriptions can appear daunting - a jumble of letters without any structure
or meaning. However, once you know how, most are easy to read as they follow
strict rules of grammar and abbreviation. This book will teach readers how to
'decipher' them and will highlight how even the smallest piece of information that
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an inscription may provide can help classicists and archaeologists to reconstruct
the daily life of ordinary Romans. While surviving literature often only relates to
the lives of the elite (who could afford books), inscriptions were texts used by all
and meant to be seen by all. Thus, they shed light on the lives of those classes of
people less visible in the archaeological record - the poor, slaves and women.
Illustrated with the best examples of inscriptions from the British Museum's
Roman collection, this book will explore the meaning of putting up public
inscriptions and the standardised system of abbreviation that was used to ensure
Romans from all areas of the Empire could read them. Written in the simple
everyday-life Latin, they also reflect linguistic changes within society, allowing the
modern day scholar to uncover the introduction of slang words and new spellings
of Latin words. We may also stumble across spelling mistakes, for not everyone
knew how to write Latin fluently, and often we find that words had been written
phonetically. If the text of the inscriptions can give us one part of the information,
often the style of decoration around the inscription, the accompanying images, or
the original location can tell us even more. Every aspect of an inscribed
monument was carefully chosen by the person commissioning the inscription,
and thus carried specific meaning, and so combined with the texts of the
inscriptions, it is possible to reconstruct pieces of the lives of everyday Romans
that were thought most valuable to be remembered.
Roman Lives, a new edition to the Focus Classical Sources library, is a
sourcebook that explores ancient life in all strata of Roman society by examining
the epitaphs and other inscriptions in Latin. For departments of Classics at the
high school or college level which offer Roman Civilization, Epigraphy, or Roman
culture courses.
Extant early Latin writings from the seventh or sixth to the first century BCE
include epic, drama, satire, translation and paraphrase, hymns, stage history and
practice, and other works by Ennius, Caecilius, Livius Andronicus, Naevius,
Pacuvius, Accius, Lucilius, and other anonymous authors; the Twelve Tables of
Roman law; archaic inscriptions. The Loeb edition of early Latin writings is in four
volumes. The first three contain the extant work of seven poets and surviving
portions of the Twelve Tables of Roman law. The fourth volume contains
inscriptions on various materials (including coins), all written before 79 BCE.
Volume I. Q. Ennius (239-169) of Rudiae (Rugge), author of a great epic
(Annales), tragedies and other plays, and satire and other works; Caecilius
Statius (ca. 220-ca. 166), a Celt probably of Mediolanum (Milano) in N. Italy,
author of comedies. Volume II. L. Livius Andronicus (ca. 284-204) of Tarentum
(Taranto), author of tragedies, comedies, a translation and paraphrase of
Homer's Odyssey, and hymns; Cn. Naevius (ca. 270-ca. 200), probably of Rome,
author of an epic on the 1st Punic War, comedies, tragedies, and historical plays;
M. Pacuvius (ca. 220-ca. 131) of Brundisium (Brindisi), a painter and later an
author of tragedies, a historical play and satire; L. Accius (170-ca. 85) of
Pisaurum (Pisaro), author of tragedies, historical plays, stage history and
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practice, and some other works; fragments of tragedies by authors unnamed.
Volume III. C. Lucilius (180?-102/1) of Suessa Aurunca (Sessa), writer of satire;
The Twelve Tables of Roman law, traditionally of 451-450. Volume IV. Archaic
Inscriptions: Epitaphs, dedicatory and honorary inscriptions, inscriptions on and
concerning public works, on movable articles, on coins; laws and other
documents.
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