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These essays, devoted to traditional narratives found in Africa and in the New World, represent the last major research project of William
Bascom (1912-1981), eminent authority on African art and folklore. His intention was to demonstrate the African roots of African American
folktales.
This collection is dedicated to a distinguished scholar and writer who for a quarter of a century wrote consistently on African literature and the
arts and was a major voice in Nigerian literary circles. Ezenwa–Ohaeto made a mark in contemporary Nigerian poetry by committing pidgin to
written form and, by so doing, introducing different creative patterns. He also saw himself as a 'minstrel', as someone who wanted to read,
express and enact his work before an audience. First and foremost, however, Ezenwa–Ohaeto was someone who 'un-masked' ideas and
meanings hidden in the folds of literary works and made them available to an international academic public. With his outstanding work on
Chinua Achebe, he influenced the reception of African literary biography. His networks and connections were extensive and wide-ranging,
and they are partly reflected in the essays, creative writing and personal notes assembled in this volume. In their various modes and
expressions, the contributions included here constitute a tribute to Ezenwa–Ohaeto's many talents and achievements. As an extension of
Ezenwa–Ohaeto's legacy, they expand on various aspects of minstrelsy and the un/masking of texts in a Nigerian and broader African
context. The book is divided into six sections. “In Memoriam” contains personal tributes by long-standing colleagues, mentors and friends.
“Poetry and Fiction” collects the voices of three generations of Nigerian writing from the 1960s to the present day, followed by poetic and
pictorial insights into the domestic and social life of the scholar and family man. Section Four comprises two interviews, while Sections Five
and Six are devoted to critical evaluations of Ezenwa–Ohaeto's work and to contemporary perspectives on Nigerian literature respectively.
France experienced a period of crisis following World War I when the relationship between the nation and its colonies became a subject of
public debate. The French Imperial Nation-State focuses on two intersecting movements that redefined imperial politics—colonial humanism
led by administrative reformers in West Africa and the Paris-based Negritude project, comprising African and Caribbean elites. Gary Wilder
develops a sophisticated account of the contradictory character of colonial government and examines the cultural nationalism of Negritude as
a multifaceted movement rooted in an alternative black public sphere. He argues that interwar France must be understood as an imperial
nation-state—an integrated sociopolitical system that linked a parliamentary republic to an administrative empire. An interdisciplinary study of
colonial modernity combining French history, colonial studies, and social theory, The French Imperial Nation-State will compel readers to
revise conventional assumptions about the distinctions between republicanism and racism, metropolitan and colonial societies, and national
and transnational processes.
""Key Concepts in Postcolonial Literature"" provides an overview of the main themes, issues and critical perspectives that have had the
greatest effect on postcolonial literatures. Discussing the historical, cultural and contextual background that has affected postcolonial
literatures and our reading of them, it contains selected work of some of the major writers from this period.
Literary History: Towards a Global Perspective is a research project funded by the Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet). Initiated in
1996 and launched in 1999, it aims at finding suitable methods and approaches for studying and analysing literature globally, emphasizing
the comparative and intercultural aspect. Even though we nowadays have fast and easy access to any kind of information on literature and
literary history, we encounter, more than ever, the difficulty of finding a credible overall perspective on world literary history. Until today,
literary cultures and traditions have usually been studied separately, each field using its own principles and methods. Even the conceptual
basis itself varies from section to section and the genre concepts employed are not mutually compatible. As a consequence, it is very difficult,
if not impossible, for the interested layperson as well as for the professional student, to gain a clear and fair perspective both on the literary
traditions of other peoples and on one's own traditions. The project can be considered as a contribution to gradually removing this problem
and helping to gain a better understanding of literature and literary history by means of a concerted empirical research and deeper conceptual
reflection. The contributions to the four volumes are written in English by specialists from a large number of disciplines, primarily from the
fields of comparative literature, Oriental studies and African studies in Sweden. All of the literary texts discussed in the articles are in the
original language. Each one of the four volumes is devoted to a special research topic.
In this new volume of critical essays on the,Francophone literature of countries in the African,Sahel, some of the field's most
distinguished,scholars investigate both the written and oral,genres produced in this dynamic region - work,characterised by its association
with the desert.,Revealing the richness and complexity of,little-known texts, now becoming increasingly,important as Africa forms its literary
canon, this,is the first volume of its kind available to,researchers, teachers and students in the,Anglophone world.
The canon of French literature has been the subject of much debate and now increasingly francophone literatures are demanding more
attention in student French literature courses. The first study in English of francophone literatures, this book introduces the diverse bodies of
texts in French from the numerous French-speaking areas around the world, with separate sections covering Africa, French Canada, the
Creole Islands, and Europe, and will provide students at both undergraduate and 'A' level with a comprehensive introductory survey of the
subject. Francophone literatures emerge from rich bi- and multi-lingual cultures in part as colonial legacies. They also challenge the monopoly
of the French literary tradition. This introductory survey celebrates the linguistic difference of such texts and the creative possibilities offered
by deviance from an established tradition, demanding new critical approaches. The texts studied here cast a new light upon French literature
in terms of their diverse perspectives upon writing, history, politics, and culture, their violent rewritings, subversive versions and parodies
sometimes forming an elaborate pastiche of celebrated Frence texts. Guides to further reading, a select bibliography, and an extensive index
combine to make the book an extremely readable introductory overview of a hitherto little explored area.

The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences (AJISS), established in 1984, is a quarterly, double blind peer-reviewed and
interdisciplinary journal, published by the International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT), and distributed worldwide. The journal
showcases a wide variety of scholarly research on all facets of Islam and the Muslim world including subjects such as
anthropology, history, philosophy and metaphysics, politics, psychology, religious law, and traditional Islam.
In this newly expanded edition, more than 4,000 articles cover prominent African and African American individuals, events, trends,
places, political movements, art forms, businesses, religions, ethnic groups, organizations, countries, and more.
Writing in an informal, episodic style, Bernard Dadie recounts a young African man's first journey to France, from the exhilarating
moment when he obtains his ticket through a humorous and fascinating tour across the City of Light.
Oral Styles in Birago Diop's TalesExcerpts from a Study of Language in Les Contes D'Amadou KoumbaLes contes d'Amadou
Koumba, Birago DiopLes nouveaux contes d'Amadou KoumbaOrality Through WritingLes Contes D'Amadou KoumbaLes contes
d'Amadou-KoumbaParis, Presence AfricaineThe Greenwood Encyclopedia of Folktales and Fairy Tales [3 Volumes]Greenwood
Publishing Group
The first major comparative study of African writing in western languages, European-language Writing in Sub-Saharan Africa,
edited by Albert S. Gérard, falls into four wide-ranging sections: an overview of early contacts and colonial developments “Under
Western Eyes”; chapters on “Black Consciousness” manifest in the debates over Panafricanism and Negritude; a group of
essays on mental decolonization expressed in “Black Power” texts at the time of independence struggles; and finally
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“Comparative Vistas,” sketching directions that future comparative study might explore. An introductory essay stresses the
millennia of writing in Africa, side by side with a richly eloquent and artistic set of vernacular oral traditions; written and oral
traditions have become interwoven in adaptations of imported forms and linguistic innovations that challenge traditional “high”
literary norms. Gérard uses the mathematical concept of “fuzzy sets” to explain why the focus on “Black Africa” has led him to set
aside for future analysis the literatures produced in North Africa, which fall under the influence of Muslim civilization, as well as the
diasporic literatures of the New World. Over sixty scholars from twenty-two countries contribute specialized studies of creative
writing by leading authors in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries such as Achebe, Mphahlele, Ngugi, Senghor, Soyinka, and
Tutuola. Critical analyses are organized primarily around regions, reflecting different colonial languages imposed through schools
and other social institutions. Some authors trace the adaptation of western genres, others identify syncretism with folktales or
myths. The volumes are attentive to the heterogeneity of national literatures addressed to polyethnic and multilingual populations,
and they note the instrumental politics of language in newly independent states. A closing chapter, “Tasks Ahead,” identifies
areas for future scholars to explore.
Founded in 1943, Negro Digest (later “Black World”) was the publication that launched Johnson Publishing. During the most
turbulent years of the civil rights movement, Negro Digest/Black World served as a critical vehicle for political thought for
supporters of the movement.
Presents a photographic introduction to the land, history, government, economy, people, and culture of the African country of
Senegal.
Provides entries on themes and motifs, individuals, characters and character types, national traditions, and genres of folk and fairy
tales from around the world.
This Oxford companion provides an authoritative reference source for fairy tales, exploring the tales themselves, both ancient and
modern, the writers who wrote and reworked them and related topics such as film, art, opera and even advertising.
The Sixth Edition of AUTOUR DE LA LITTÉRATURE retains its unique approach to literature, encouraging students to play and
create with the language as they explore both classical and non-traditional Francophone literature. AUTOUR DE LA
LITTÉRATURE is printed in workbook format in order both to facilitate writing activities and to break down the fear and mistrust
that many students have of literature. While maintaining the basic style and thrust of previous editions, changes are aimed at
responding even more directly to changing student interests. The new edition includes several new readings and all new
publicites. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the
ebook version.
Winner of the 2012 Critics Choice Book Award of the American Educational Studies Association (AESA) World-renowned
filmmaker and feminist, postcolonial thinker Trinh T. Minh-ha is one of the most powerful and articulate voices in both independent
filmmaking and cultural politics. Elsewhere, Within Here is an engaging look at travel across national borders--as a foreigner, a
tourist, an immigrant, a refugee—in a pre- and post-9/11 world. Who is welcome where? What does it mean to feel out of place in
the country you call home? When does the stranger appear in these times of dark metamorphoses? These are some of the issues
addressed by the author as she examines the cultural meaning and complexities of travel, immigration, home and exile. The
boundary, seen both as a material and immaterial event, is where endings pass into beginnings. Building upon themes present in
her earlier work on hybridity and displacement in the median passage, and illuminating the ways in which "every voyage can be
said to involve a re-siting of boundaries," Trinh T. Minh-ha leads her readers through an investigation of what it means to be an
insider and an outsider in this "epoch of global fear." Elsewhere, Within Here is essential reading for those interested in
contemporary feminist thought and postcolonial studies.
The Cultures of Italian Migration allows the adjective "Italian" to qualify people's movements along diverse trajectories and
temporal dimensions. Discussions on migrations to and from Italy meet in that discursive space where critical concepts like"home,"
"identity," "subjectivity," and "otherness" eschew stereotyping. This volume demonstrates that interpretations of old migrations are
necessary in order to talk about contemporary Italy. New migrations trace new non linear paths in the definitionof a multicultural
Italy whose roots are unmistakably present throughout the centuries. Some of these essays concentrate on topics that are
historically long-term, such as emigration from Italy to the Americas and southern Pacific Ocean. Others focus on the more
contemporary phenomena of immigration to Italy from other parts of the world, including Africa. This collection ultimately offers an
invitation to seek out new and different modes of analyzing the migratory act.
"The Encyclopedia of Africa focuses on African history and culture with articles that cover prominent individuals, events, trends,
places, political movements, art forms, business and trade, religions, ethnic groups, organizations, and countries throughout
Africa"--Provided by publisher.
What are the issues discussed today by African philosophers? Four important topics are identified here as important objects of
philosophical reflection on the African continent. One is the question of ontology in relation to African religions and aesthetics.
Another is the question of time and, in particular, of prospective thinking and development. A third issue is the task of
reconstructing the intellectual history of the continent through the examination of the question of orality but also by taking into
account the often neglected tradition of written erudition in Islamic centres of learning. Timbuktu is certainly the most important and
most famous of such intellectual centres. The fourth question concerns political philosophy: the concept of “African socialisms” is
revisited and the march that led to the adoption of the “African Charter of Human and Peoples’ Rights” is examined. All these
important issues are also fundamental to understanding the question of African languages and translation.
The theme of the 2001 African Literature,Association conference, translation encompasses,more than the movement of expression from
one,language to another - it not only includes the,translation of one culture to another, but also,the translating of the particularities of,historical
and personal experience into the,broader context of humanity. Includes the four,addresses given at the conference on this topic by,Nadine
Gordimer, Assia Djebar, Emmanuel Dongala,and Nuruddin Farah.
An exploration of African literary production in France and its socio-economic implications.
Encyclopedic in its coverage, this one-of-a-kind reference is ideal for students, scholars, and others who need reliable, up-to-date information
on folk and fairy tales, past and present. • Provides encyclopedic coverage of folktales and fairy tales from around the globe • Covers not
only the history of the fairy tale, but also topics of contemporary importance such as the fairy tale in manga, television, pop music, and music
videos • Brings together the study of geography, culture, history, and anthropology • Revises and expands an award-winning work to now
include a full volume of selected tales and texts
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The most comprehensive reference work on African literature to date, this book covers all the key historical and cultural issues in the field.
The Encyclopedia contains over 600 entries covering criticism and theory, African literature's development as a field of scholarship, and
studies of established and lesser-known writers and their texts. While the greatest proportion of literary work in Africa has been a product of
the twentieth century, the Encyclopedia also covers the literature back to the earliest eras of story-telling and oral transmission, making this a
unique and valuable resource for those studying social sciences as well as humanities. This work includes cross-references, suggestions for
further reading, and a comprehensive index.
Translation as Reparation showcases postcolonial Africa by offering African European-language literature as a case study for postcolonial
translation theory, and proposes a new perspective for postcolonial literary criticism informed by theories of translation. The book focuses on
translingualism and interculturality in African Europhone literature, highlighting the role of oral culture and artistry in the writing of fiction. The
fictionalizing of African orature in postcolonial literature is viewed in terms of translation and an intercultural writing practice which challenge
the canons of colonial linguistic propriety through the subversion of social and linguistic conventions. The study opens up pathways for
developing new insights into the ethics of translation, as it raises issues related to the politics of language, ideology, identity, accented writing
and translation. It confirms the place of translation theory in literary criticism and affirms the importance of translation in the circulation of
texts, particularly those from minority cultures, in the global marketplace. Grounded in a multidisciplinary approach, the book will be of interest
to students and scholars in a variety of fields, including translation studies, African literature and culture, sociolinguistics and multilingualism,
postcolonial and intercultural studies.
Although African literatures in English and French are widely known outside Africa, those in the African languages themselves have not
received comparable attention. In this book a number have been selected for survey by fourteen specialist writers, providing the reader with
an introduction to this very wide field and a body of reference material which includes extensive bibliographies and biographical information
on African authors. Theoretical issues such as genre divisions are discussed in the essays and the historical, social and political forces at
work in the creation and reception of African literature are examined. Literature is treated as an art whose medium is language, so that both
the oral and written forms are encompassed. This book will be of value not only to readers concerned with the cultures of Africa but to all
those with an interest in the literary phenomena of the world in general.
The Routledge Companion to Postcolonial Studies offers a unique and up-to-date mapping of the postcolonial world, and is composed of
essays as well as shorter entries for ease of reference. Introducing students to the history of the great European empires and the cultural
legacies created in their wake, this book brings together an international range of contributors on such topics as: the colonial histories of
Britain, France, Spain and Portugal the diverse postcolonial and diasporic cultural endeavours from Africa, the Americas, Australasia, Europe,
and South and East Asia the major theoretical formulations: poststructuralist, materialist, culturalist, psychological. With a comprehensive A to
Z of forty key writers and thinkers central to contemporary postcolonial studies and featuring historical maps, this is both a concise
introduction and an essential resource for any student of postcolonial culture, whatever their field.

Griots fulfill a variety of roles - genealogist, historian, spokesperson, diplomat, musician, teacher, warrior, praise singer, master of
ceremonies, advisor - and are unique to Africa. Griots and Griottes tells the story of these remarkable wordsmiths and performers
and presents the first comprehensive portrait of the world of this profession.
Mushikiwabo is a Rwandan working as a translator in Washington when she learns that most of her family back home has been
killed in a conspiracy meticulously planned by the state. First comes shock, then aftershock, three months of it, during which her
worst fears are confirmed: The same state apparatus has duped millions of Rwandans into butchering nearly a million of their
neighbors. Years earlier, her brother Lando wrote her a letter she never got until now. Urged on by it, she rummages into their
farm childhood, and into family corners alternately dark, loving, and humorous. She searches for stray mementos of the lost, then
for their roots. What she finds is that and more---hints, roots, of the 1994 crime that killed her family. Her narrative takes the reader
on a journey from the days the world and Rwanda discovered each other back to colonial period when pseudoscientific ideas
about race put the nation on a highway bound for the 1994 genocide. Seven years of full-time collaboration by two writers---and
the faith of family and friends---went into this emotionally charged work. Rwanda Means the Universe is at once a celebration of
the lives of the lost and homage to their past, but it's no comfortable tribute. It's an expression of dogged hope in the face of
modern evil.
This collection of essays from eminent scholar F. Abiola Irele provides a comprehensive formulation of what he calls an "African
imagination" manifested in the oral traditions and modern literature of Africa and the Black Diaspora. The African Imagination
includes Irele's probing critical readings of the works of Chinua Achebe, Edward Kamau Brathwaite, Amadou Hampaté Bâ, and
Ahmadou Kourouma, among others, as well as examinations of the growing presence of African writing in the global literary
marketplace and the relationship between African intellectuals and the West. Taken as a whole, this volume makes a superb
introduction to African literature and to the work of one of its leading interpreters.
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