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A fine study of John Calvin and his relationships with the fathers and medieval scholars, by one of the leading present-day experts
in Calvin studies. Specific themes explored include, for example, Calvin's knowledge of the Greek fathers, his use and sources of
Bernard of Clairvaux, his use of the fathers in Bondage and Liberation of the Will, and the sources for his Genesis commentary.
A collection of sixteen sermons by John Calvin that shed light on his understanding and application of the Ten Commandments.
Widely known as one of the church’s most significant theologians, John Calvin was also a skilled preacher with the ability to
proclaim biblical truth with power and relevance. These sermons develop the essence of his teaching on the moral law in a popular
and engaging manner. Pastors preaching through the Ten Commandments, Bible students, and anyone interested in Calvin’s
views on the Ten Commandments will take great delight in reading his exposition of the Decalogue, which is called “the true and
eternal rule of righteousness [for all] who wish to conform their lives to God’s will.”
In approaching the debate surrounding the opponents in Colossians from a methodological standpoint, Copenhaver contends that
Paul was not actually confronting active opponents when he wrote the letter. Rather, Copenhaver takes the view that Paul's letter
was written to the churches in the Lycus Valley, in a desire to develop their identity as a new people in Christ and to appeal to
them to live a new kind of life. His warnings in Colossians 2 function as oppositional rhetoric, contrasting the religious practices of
the Lycus Valley with this new belief. Paul's warnings are therefore broadly representative of the ancient world, while at the same
time focused especially on two threads of historical referents, Judaism and pagan religions. Development of the above argument
demonstrates that the challenge of reconstructing a singular opponent arises not only from the limitations of textual and historical
evidence, but also from the assumptions and methodologies inherent in historical approaches to the text. By modifying these
assumptions and adjusting the methodology, Copenhaver can show how Paul's letter takes on a new relationship to its historical
context.
John Calvin was one of the most important leaders of the sixteenth-century Protestant Reformation. In this revision of his major
biography, T. H. L. Parker explores Calvin's achievement against the backdrop of the turbulent times in which he lived. With clear
and concise explanations of Calvin's theology, analyses of his major works, and insights into his preaching, this definitive
biography brings this crucially important reformer and his world to life for readers.
The book illuminates Calvin's thought by placing it in the context of the theological and exegetical traditions--ancient, medieval,
and contemporary-- that formed it and contributed to its particular texture. Steinmetz addresses a range of issues almost as wide
as the Reformation itself, including the knowledge of God, the problem of iconoclasm, the doctrines of justification and
predestination, and the role of the state and the civil magistrate. Along the way, Steinmetz also clarifies the substance of Calvin's
quarrels with Lutherans, Catholics, Anabaptists, and assorted radicals from Ochino to Sozzini. For the new edition he has added a
new Preface and four new chapters based on recent published and unpublished essays. An accessible yet authoritative general
introduction to Calvin's thought, Calvin in Context engages a much wider range of primary sources than the standard introductions.
It provides a context for understanding Calvin not from secondary literature about the later middle ages and Renaissance, but from
the writings of Calvin's own contemporaries and the rich sources from which they drew.
Content Description #Includes bibliographical references and index.
Students of the Reformation identify and elucidate areas of sixteenth century reforming exegesis, theology and activity in Martin
Luther, John Calvin and other leading reformers to demonstrate the thoroughgoing nature of the Reformation agenda.
1, 2 and 3 John focus on the most important aspects of Christian life. As Ron Blankley leads you through twelve LifeGuide Bible
Study of these letters, you'll discover what really matters—now and for eternity.
The chapters in this volume were originally presented as papers at the 2009 colloquium of the Calvin Studies Society, held to mark
the five-hundredth anniversary of John Calvin's birth. They offer a fresh evaluation of Calvin's ideas and achievements, and
describe how others--from his contemporaries to the present--have responded to or built upon the Calvinist heritage. This book
dispels popular misperceptions about Calvin and Calvinism, allowing readers to make a more accurate assessment of Calvin's
importance as a theologian and historical figure. Contributions address areas in which Calvin's legacy has been most controversial
or misunderstood, such as his attitude toward women, his advocacy of church discipline, and his understanding of predestination.
These essays also give a nuanced picture of the impact of Calvinism by taking account of both the positive and negative reactions
to it from the early modern period to the present. Part 1: Calvin: The Man and His Work Part 2: Appeal of and Responses to
Calvinism Part 3: The Impact of Calvin's Ideas
The doctrine of justification stands at the center of our systematic reflection on the meaning of salvation as well as our piety,
mission, and life together. In his two-volume work on the doctrine of justification, Michael Horton seeks not simply to repeat noble
doctrinal formulas and traditional proof texts, but to encounter the remarkable biblical justification texts in conversation with the
provocative proposals that, despite a wide range of differences, have reignited the contemporary debates around justification.
Building on his historical-theological exploration of justification in volume 1, in this second volume Horton embarks upon a
constructive task of investigating the biblical doctrine of justification in light of contemporary exegesis. Here he takes up the topic
of justification from biblical-theological, exegetical, and systematic-theological vantage points, engaging significantly with
contemporary debates in biblical, especially Pauline, scholarship. Horton shows that the doctrine of justification finds its most
ecumenically-significant starting point and proper habitat in union with Christ, where the greatest consensus, past and present, is
to be found among Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Protestant theologies. At the same time, he proposes that the union with Christ
motif achieves its clearest and most consistent articulation in forensic justification. The final chapter locates justification within the
broader framework of union with Christ.
In this expanded edition of an invaluable resource, Wulfert de Greef guides renders through Calvin's many writings. By exploring'
the historical background of each of Calvin's works and providing helpful insights into individual texts themselves, de Greef has
presented Calvin students and scholars with a clear and comprehensive guide to the thought of the great Genevan reformer, A
biography of Calvin, which focuses on the main events and people with whom he dealt, is an added feature of this useful reference
work.
An engaging and accurate introduction to the Protestant Reformation, told in the words of those who led it, opposed it, and lived it.
• Offers readers an understanding of the origins and development of the Protestant Reformation, and the main beliefs and
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positions of both Catholics and Protestants and of the different branches of Protestantism, e.g., Lutheranism, Calvinism, and
Anabaptism • Includes more than 60 defining primary document selections • Features a detailed chronology and a useful general
bibliography as well as bibliographies specific to individual documents for directed study • Presents a detailed general Introduction
that puts the Reformation as a movement into historical context as well as introductions specific to each document selection that
contextualize individual selections within the scope of the work
A compilation of thirty-seven essays outlining and exemplifying Reformed views on the major Christian doctrines and practices. As
editor Donald McKim notes, this volume constitutes the "only substantial theological reference tool for studying the major
emphases of Reformed theology."
The theology of John Calvin (1509-1564) was given classic expression in his Institutes of the Christian Religion (1559). In this
definitive work, longtime Calvin expert Charles Partee offers a careful exposition of Calvins theology as it appears in the Institutes,
paying special attention to the relation of Calvins theology to the history of Christian thought and to the questions of Calvins own
time. Partee also examines the development of later Calvinism and the adaptations of Calvins thought by his later followers. As
Partee shows, Calvins theology provides a profound exposition of Christian faith and a magnificent resource for theology today.
Since Charles Puskas first published The Letters of Paul, it has proven to be a reliable text and reference tool. It is an exemplary
guide to the basic issues surrounding the Pauline letters-who really wrote each letter; when it was written; the letter's social
context, audience, and literary characteristics-and also includes discussion of the worlds of Paul, the letter genre, and the
rhetorical arrangement of each letter. Working with noted Pauline scholar Mark Reasoner on this new, second edition-with more
than 40 percent new and revised material-the authors have taken account of a host of diverse cultural, historical, sociorhetorical,
literary, and contextual studies of recent years and critically reexamined several issues of authorship, date, historical situation,
literary form, and rhetorical structure. They have addressed new and pressing issues, filled certain lacunae, and generally updated
the book for a new generation of readers.
You would not expect this from his dour reputation, but John Calvin transformed the Western understanding of sex, marriage, and
family life. In this fascinating, even sensational, volume John Witte and Robert Kingdon treat comprehensively the new theology
and law of domestic life that Calvin and his fellow reformers established in sixteenth-century Geneva. Bringing to light and life
hundreds of newly discovered cases and theological texts, Witte and Kingdon trace the subtle historical forms and norms of sex,
marriage, and family life that still shape us today.

The starting point for the dissertation is John Calvin's keen interest in what the Scriptures teach about the nature and
faculties of human beings, as well as their role and responsibility under God's authority. For Calvin, the proper way to
understand human beings is to begin by considering them as they were originally created, that is, made in the image and
likeness of God (Gen 1:26-27). How successful, though, was Calvin in articulating a clear and consistent understanding
of the imago Dei? This question cannot be answered without giving due consideration to the historical context in which
Calvin laboured. After all, the reformers were not the only ones who were reconsidering the nature and the dignity of
human beings in the sixteenth century. The Renaissance humanists were also pondering this matter. In addition to this
broad context of humanism, there were also other contexts within which Calvin developed his anthropology, for instance,
his interaction with Philipp Melanchthon and Heinrich Bullinger, as well as his polemics with Andreas Osiander and
Michael Servetus. The dissertation examines Calvins's explanation of the imago Dei within the times and ecclesiastical
circumstances in which he lived. Dr. Van Vliet aims at giving a satisfactory answer to the question of whether Calvin's
teaching on the imago Dei can be considered one of the stronger or weaker points of his reformatory work.
Letters of John CalvinCompiled from the Original Manuscripts and Edited with Historical NotesMajor Themes in the
Reformed TraditionWipf and Stock Publishers
Is 'newer' really 'better'? We often assume so, but if we do treat the past as inferior, we will ignore the legacy of history,
and thus will find ourselves stranded on the tiny desert island of our own moment in time. In particular, this applies to
Christian theology, which should be thought, and lived, corporately by the church down through the ages. The remedy to
'chronological snobbery' is, as C. S. Lewis put it, 'to keep the clean sea breeze of the centuries blowing through our
minds'. Such is the motivation behind Michael Reeves' introduction to a selection of influential or significant Christian
theologians. This accessible and informative volume covers the Apostolic Fathers, Justin Martyr and Irenaeus,
Athanasius, Augustine, Anselm, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, Owen, Edwards, Schleiermacher, Barth and Packer. Each
chapter begins with a brief biography and some background, and then surveys each theologian's major work or works,
gives a timeline for historical context, and ends with guidance for further reading. This book was previously available as
two separate volumes (The Breeze of the Centuries and On Giants' Shoulders), but now repackaged together with a new
chapter on J I Packer.
Five hundred years ago, the Reformers were defending doctrines such as justification by faith alone, the authority of
Scripture, and God's grace in salvation—some to the point of death. Many of these same essential doctrines are still being
challenged today, and there has never been a more crucial time to hold fast to the enduring truth of Scripture. In
Reformation Theology, Matthew Barrett has brought together a team of expert theologians and historians writing on key
doctrines taught and defended by the Reformers centuries ago. With contributions from Michael Horton, Gerald Bray,
Michael Reeves, Carl Trueman, Robert Kolb, and many others, this volume stands as a manifesto for the church,
exhorting Christians to learn from our spiritual forebears and hold fast to sound doctrine rooted in the Bible and passed
on from generation to generation.
These forty-six letters and writings of John Calvin, translated into English, demonstrate how Calvin applied the theology
of the Institutes and the biblical exegesis of his commentaries to issues of everyday life. Here, Calvin gives advice to
individuals and groups about theology, ethics, worship, politics, economics, and church practices. Topics discussed
include dogmatics and polemics, changes (and the need for changes) in religion, the worship of images, ecclesiastical
discipline, marriage, and justice. Each writing is introduced by an identification of the receiver of the advice and an
explanation of the subject matter itself. This volume is useful for understanding Calvin's theology and its application to
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Christian life.
John Calvin (1509-1564) is one of the most important figures in religious history. Sitting on the cusp of the medieval and
early modern world, he was centre stage during the Reformation. In this new biography, Michael Mullett introduces us to
this most important figure, tying his life together with that of Martin Luther, but also valuing his individual contribution and
influence. From what Calvin himself described as ‘humble beginnings’, he became one of the most influential
theologians of the Protestant Reformation. The influence of his teachings and the development of Christian theology into
what was to become known as Calvinism, swept across Europe, reinforcing the Reformation’s radical break from the
Catholic Church. John Calvin was ‘a mighty and formidable man, able to achieve the vast amount he did because of his
unbending conviction of his rightness’. Michael Mullett explores the significant influences on Calvin and his work, and the
relationships that he formed along his reforming path. Looking not only at the impact of Calvin throughout the early
modern period and the importance of his work to contemporaries, Michael Mullett also assesses the impact that Calvin’s
works have had in shaping the modern world, and the relevance that they still have today.
Reformation Letters is a detailed look at John Calvin’s letters, which were mostly of a pastoral nature. These were letters
that define the Reformation and demonstrate Calvin’s concerns, his strengths, and his weaknesses, against the
background of his own time and contemporaries. Here we find Calvin on his own calling and exile from Geneva; Calvin
on marriage—his own and others’; Calvin’s prefatory letter to Francis I of France; Calvin’s letter to Sadoleto on the
nature of the Reformation; Calvin on Servetus and the reasons for his trial and execution for heresy; and Calvin’s letters
to those facing death and persecution.
In The book That James Wrote, Earl Palmer offers a user-friendly guide to James that is ideal for pastors and
parishioners, for personal or small-group study. Written in a personal style, the book will enrich understanding of what
James has to say to us today.
Can Luther's writings inform us on the fundamental questions of Freudian psychoanalysis? Does an intellectual filiation
between early Reformation thought and psychoanalysis exist? Does Lacanian psychoanalysis offer an instrument for
analysing theological writings? In The Heart of Man's Destiny, Herman Westerink offers a new reading of Lacan's
seventh seminar, The Ethics of Psychoanalysis. Working from an innovative perspective, this book explores the close
relationship between Freudian psychoanalysis and the ideas of the early Reformation. Lacan claimed that to be unaware
of the connection between Freud and early Reformation constituted a fundamental misunderstanding of the kind of
problems psychoanalysis addresses. Westerink carefully explores these problems and shows that Lacanian
psychoanalysis, with its emphasis on desire and law, transgression, and symbolization, draws on fundamental ideas first
formulated in the writings of Luther and Calvin. By relating psychoanalysis to early Reformation thought, Westerink not
only shows Lacan's writings in a completely new light, but also makes possible an innovative reading of early modern
theology itself. The Heart of Man's Destiny breaks new ground by providing both a controversial as well as a fresh
perspective on both Luther and Calvin, and on Freudo-Lacanian psychoanalysis. This valuable contribution to the
complex character of psychoanalysis will be of interest to analysts and psychotherapists, as well academics and
postgraduates with an interest in theology, philosophy and ethics.
The year 2009 brought with it the 500th anniversary of the birth of John Calvin, a global celebration. With this
commemorative event came a new and renewed appreciation for the life and thought of the French Reformer and his
profound impact on the world. Scholars universally have acknowledged that while "The Theologian of Geneva" is mostly
appreciated for his Institutes of the Christian Religion, it is Calvin as a biblical commentator that needs to be taken with
revised interest. When Calvin first set out to write a commentary on virtually every book of the Bible, he was drawn to the
exegetical work of the great Greek Patriarch of the fourth century, John Chrysostom, because of his "straightforward, nonallegorical approach to the genuine, simple sense of the text." It was also the method of Chrysostom to which Calvin was
attracted, "a continuous exposition" that explains each verse. Calvin, in his life long work to produce commentaries on
sacred Scripture, sought to emulate the approach and method of the amazing early church theologian, John Chrysostom.
This book celebrates Calvin as Biblical commentator, and what he saw in the literary work of the Greek Father that was
so influential on Calvin's immense contribution to our understanding the Bible.
John Calvin has been the subject of numerous studies, but most have focused on one aspect of his thought or a limited
selection of his writings. This study of Calvin adopts a uniquely holistic approach. Randall Zachman begins with a brief
biography and considers Calvin's own understanding of his ministry as a teacher and pastor. From this perspective, he
surveys Calvin's writings and their place in the work of reforming the church--both through the training of clergy and the
instruction of the laity. Zachman then considers Calvin as a theologian. In contrast to Martin Luther, Calvin sought to
balance the verbal proclamation of the Word with an emphasis on the visible manifestation of God--both in creation and
in Christ. This study will be of great interest to Reformed clergy and to students of the Reformation and Calvinism.
Protestant and Catholic scholars examine the relationship of John Calvin to Roman Catholicism, offering historical
essays on sixteenth- and seventeenth-century interactions and contemporary assessments.
A tribute to the monumental influence of John Calvin in the 500 years since his birth. / What legacies, still enduring today,
have John Calvin and Calvinism given to the church and society in Europe and North America? An international group of
scholars tackles that question in this volume honoring Calvin's 500th birthday. These chapters together provide a
comprehensive and accessible introduction to Calvin's life and thought, the history of the Reformation in Switzerland and
worldwide, and his continuing relevance for ecclesial, social, and political questions today. / Contributors: Philip Benedict,
James D. Bratt, Emidio Campi, Wulfert de Greef, Christopher Elwood, Eva-Maria Faber, Eric Fuchs, Ulrich H. J. Krtner,
Christian Link, Christian Moser, Andrew Pettegree, Christoph Strohm, Mario Turchetti./ The essays in this book fit
beautifully together to provide a solid, complete work that gives precise insight into the many different facets of Calvin
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and Calvinism. The high-level research found here clearly shows the great impact that Calvin has had on both church
and society. It is a great pleasure to see Calvin here anew. Eberhard Busch / University of Gttingen / That John Calvin
made a deep and lasting impact on many aspects of history is common knowledge but the character of the man and the
nature of his influence are perhaps as controversial as any that can be named. It is thus a challenge to examine even a
fraction of the many ways that Calvin s life and thought have contributed to the shaping of later ages in both church and
society. This volume offers essays on key points from an appropriately international group of authors appreciative but
critical, drawing on a rich range of recent scholarship, presented in a pleasing and accessible form. It is a fine place for
the new reader of Calvin to get a glimpse of his impact, while offering a fresh summary of some significant issues for
more advanced students of the Reformer. Elsie Anne McKee / Princeton Theological Seminary / Hirzel and Sallmann
have succeeded in gathering essays by an illustrious circle of experts both historians and theologians on important areas
of Calvin s thought and impact. Ranging from an insignificant city at the edge of the Swiss Confederation in the 1530s to
the Accra Confession of 2004, these essays will serve to correct popular misconceptions. A fine introduction for a
broader readership that wants more than mere armchair theology. Peter Opitz / University of Zurich
Throughout the church's history, Christians have sought to understand the doctrine of election. On this journey through
the Bible and church history, theologian Mark Lindsay turns to the various articulations of the early church fathers, John
Calvin's view, the subsequent debate between Calvinists and Arminians, and Karl Barth's modern reconception of the
doctrine.
Even when he was a prototype of European identity, Paul transgressed the limits of Europe. It is not clear whether he
was conformist or rebellious, orthodox or liberal, sexist, or egalitarian. Instead of pushing the Apostle into the arbitrary
categories of modern European identity, Fatima Tofighi takes into account the challenge that Paul brings to normative
conceptions of political theology (Rom 13), 'religion' (Gal 2.12-14), and women's veiling (1 Cor 11. 5-16). Alternative
interpretations of these passages, with the help of postmodern theory, both solve the major problems of biblical exegesis
and offer a critique of the allegedly well-defined European categories.
Historians have credited--or blamed--Calvinism for many developments in the modern world, including capitalism,
modern science, secularization, democracy, individualism, and unitarianism. These same historians, however, have
largely ignored John Calvin the man. When people consider him at all, they tend to view him as little more than the
joyless tyrant of Geneva who created an abstract theology as forbidding as himself. This volume, written by the eminent
historian William J. Bouwsma, who has devoted his career to exploring the larger patterns of early modern European
history, seeks to redress these common misconceptions of Calvin by placing him back in the proper historical context of
his time. Eloquently depicting Calvin's life as a French exile, a humanist in the tradition of Erasmus, and a man unusually
sensitive to the complexities and contradictions of later Renaissance culture, Bouwsma reveals a surprisingly human,
plausible, ecumenical, and often sympathetic Calvin. John Calvin offers a brilliant reassessment not only of Calvin but
also of the Reformation and its relationship to the movements of the Renaissance.
With the rise of Pentecostalism in the early twentieth century and growth in the charismatic movement since, a resurgence of
interest in the Holy Spirit and Christian spirituality in both theology and the church’s life has become evident. Along with increased
interest in the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, there are criticisms of the treatment of the doctrine in church history for having neglected
the Holy Spirit in both theology and the church’s life. Critical studies of the treatments of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit in church
history have been laboriously conducted. However, there have not been many studies on the doctrine of the Holy Spirit in
Reformed orthodoxy, particularly in its confessional standards. Recognizing the gap in the history of scholarship, this work
explores and provides a systematic account of the person and some aspects of the work of the Holy Spirit as presented in the
major Reformed confessions and catechisms of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Attention is particularly given to those
aspects of the work of the Holy Spirit that have not been greatly explored but are pertinent to contemporary discussions.
This collection of essays in honour of Anthony N. S. Lane has two main foci, picking up themes which resonate with some of
Lane's most important work. The first broad theme is the reception of the thought of earlier generations of biblical interpreters and
theologians. The essays here explore various facets of reception history-textual transmission, the identification of editions used,
the deployment of these sources in doctrinal formulation, in polemic, and in relation to the contested site of 'catholicity'. The
second broad theme is engagement with other confessional identities and allegiances. The essays presented here shed light on
the past and stimulate contemporary theological reflection.
This volume translates selected works of John Calvin (1509-1564), the great reformer of Geneva, with special emphasis on his
piety.
This is the extended and annotated edition including * an extensive biographical annotation about the author and his life Calvin
produced commentaries on most of the books of the Bible. His commentaries cover the larger part of the Old Testament, and all of
the new excepting Second and Third John and the Apocalypse. His commentaries and lectures stand in the front rank of Biblical
interpretation. THE PROPHECIES OF DANIEL are among the most remarkable Predictions of THE ELDER COVENANT. They
are not confined within either a limited time or a contracted space. They relate to the destinies of mighty Empires, and stretch
forward into eras still hidden in the bosom of the future. The period of their delivery was a remarkable one in the history of out
race. The Assyrian hero had long ago swept away the Ten Tribes from the, land of their fathers, and he in his turn had bowed his
head in death, leaving magnificent memorials of his greatness in colossal palaces and gigantic sculptures. The Son of the
renowned SARDANAPALUS, the worshipper of ASSARAC and BELTIS, had already inscribed his name and exploits on those
swarthy obelisks and enormous bulls which have lately risen from the grave of centuries. The glory of NINEVEAH, passed away,
to be restored again in these our days by the marvelous excavations at KOYUNJIK, KHORABAD, and NIMROUD. Another capital
had arisen on the banks of the Euphrates, destined to surpass the ancient splendor of its ruined predecessor on the banks of the
Tigris. The worshipper of the eagle-headed NISROCH — a mighty leader of the Chaldean hordes — had arisen, and gathering his
armies from their mountain homes, had made the palaces and halls of NINEVE a desert, had marched southwards against the
reigning PHARAOH of Egypt — had encountered him at CARCHEMISH — hurried on to THE HOLY CITY, and carried away with
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him to his favorite capital the rebellious people of the Lord. Among them was a captive of no ordinary note. He was at that time a
child, yet he lived to see this descendant of the hardy Chasdim grow great in power and fame — to hear the tale of the fall of TYRE,
and “the daughter of the ZIDONIANS,” and of the triumph over PHARAOH HOPHRA, whom modern researches have discovered
in the twenty-sixth dynasty of Egypt’s kings. At length the haughty conqueror returns, and dreams mysteriously. This forgotten
prisoner becomes the only interpreter of wondrous visions of Empires about to arise and spread over distant centuries. The
dreamer is at length gathered to his fathers, yet the interpreter lives on through the reign of the grandson, and explains a
mysterious writing on the palace wall, amidst revelry which ends in the city’s overthrow. Cryus and his Persians, Darius and his
Medes rise rapidly to power, and the Prophet rises with them — till envy throws the aged Seer into a lion’s den. But he perishes not
till he has seen visions of the “future history of mankind. The triumphs of Pitasia and MACEDON are revealed — the division of
ALEXANDER’S Empire — the wars of his successors — the wide-spread dominion of ROME — the overthrow of the Sacred
Sanctuary by Titus — and THE COMING OF MESSIAH to regenerate and to rule the world when the seventy weeks were
accomplished. This book covers Calvin's commentaries on Daniel 1 - 6.
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