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The purpose of this text is to introduce students to great philosophy and great
philosophers through an intense focus on argument. Like other topically organized
introductory philosophy readers, this book is organized around the existence of God,
knowledge and skepticism, mind and body, free will and determinism, ethics, and
contemporary ethical debates, including abortion, euthanasia, and global hunger and
poverty. 78 selections are grouped into six topical chapters-and the selections within
those chapters are organized by argument. Vaughn's approach focuses students'
attention on argumentation, where much of the philosophical work gets done.
Better Never to Have Been argues for a number of related, highly provocative, views:
(1) Coming into existence is always a serious harm. (2) It is always wrong to have
children. (3) It is wrong not to abort foetuses at the earlier stages of gestation. (4) It
would be better if, as a result of there being no new people, humanity became extinct.
These views may sound unbelievable - but anyone who reads Benatar will be obliged to
take them seriously.
The philosophy of existentialism is undergoing an ecological renewal, as global
warming, mass extinction, and other signs of the planetary scale of human actions are
making it glaringly apparent that existence is always ecological coexistence. One of the
most urgent problems in the current ecological emergency is that humans cannot bear
to face the emergency. Its earth-shattering implications are ignored in favor of more
solutions, fixes, and sustainability transitions. Solutions cannot solve much when they
cannot face what it means to be human amidst unprecedented uncertainty and intimate
interconnectedness. Attention to such uncertainty and interconnectedness is what
"ecological existentialism" (Deborah Bird Rose) or "coexistentialism" (Timothy Morton)
is all about. This book follows Rose, Morton, and many others (e.g., Jean-Luc Nancy,
Peter Sloterdijk, and Luce Irigaray) who are currently taking up the styles of thinking
conveyed in existentialism, renewing existentialist affirmations of experience, paradox,
uncertainty, and ambiguity, and extending existentialism beyond humans to include
attention to the uniqueness and strangeness of all beings—all humans and nonhumans
woven into ecological coexistence. Along the way, coexistentialism finds productive
alliances and tensions amidst many areas of inquiry, including ecocriticism, ecological
humanities, object-oriented ontology, feminism, phenomenology, deconstruction, new
materialism, and more. This is a book for anyone who seeks to refute cynicism and
loneliness and affirm coexistence.
This book examines the role of philosophy and philosophers in bioethics. Academics
often see bioethical studies as too practical while decision makers tend to see them as
too theoretical. The purpose of this collection of new essays by an international group
of distinguished scholars is to explore the troubled relationship between theory and
practice in the ethical assessment of medicine, health care, and new medical and
genetic technologies. The book is divided into six parts. In the first part, philosophers
consider the definition of bioethics, the nature of applied ethics more generally, and the
possibility of combining utilitarian and liberal strands of thinking in moral and political
studies. In the second part, authors discuss the place and justification of principles in
bioethics and the significance of medical and nursing experience in moral decision
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making. The third part addresses the complementary (or contradictory, as the case may
be) principles of dignity, autonomy, precaution, and solidarity, and their use in
theoretical and practical settings. In the fourth part, public health measures and
experimental research are defended against traditional moral concerns. Part five
scrutinizes parental responsibilities in bearing and rearing children, especially the
reasons for and against human reproduction in individual cases. In part six,
enhancements to human nature by various means are analyzed. Following in the
footsteps of four previous collections in theValues in Bioethics special series by the
same editorial team—Scratching the Surface of Bioethics,Bioethics and Social Reality,
Ethics in Biomedical Research, and Arguments and Analysis in Bioethics—this book,
compiled in honor of Professor Matti Häyry's 50th birthday, drills into the core of the
discipline to show the philosophical depths that lie under the polished surface of policydriven everyday bioethics.
This illuminating study of Benjamin’s final essay helps unlock the mystery of this great
philosopher Revolutionary critic of the philosophy of progress, nostalgic of the past yet
dreaming of the future, romantic partisan of materialism—Walter Benjamin is in every
sense of the word an “unclassifiable” philosopher. His essay “On the Concept of
History” was written in a state of urgency, as he attempted to escape the Gestapo in
1940, before finally committing suicide. In this scrupulous, clear and fascinating
examination of this essay, Michael Löwy argues that it remains one of the most
important philosophical and political writings of the twentieth century. Looking in detail
at Benjamin’s celebrated but often mysterious text, and restoring the philosophical,
theological and political context, Löwy highlights the complex relationship between
redemption and revolution in Benjamin’s philosophy of history.
In Sex, or the Unbearable two of our leading theorists of sexuality, politics, and culture
engage in intense and animated dialogue about living with—and imagining alternatives
to—what's overwhelming in sex, friendship, social inequality, and one's relation to
oneself.
On Looking begins with inattention. It is about attending to the joys of the unattended,
the perceived 'ordinary.' Horowitz encourages us to rediscover the extraordinary things
that we are missing in our ordinary activities. Even when engaged in the simplest of
activities like taking a walk around the block, we pay so little attention to most of what is
right before us that we are sleepwalkers in our own lives.
Western Philosophy: An Anthology provides the most comprehensive and authoritative
survey of the Western philosophical tradition from ancient Greece to the leading
philosophers of today. Features substantial and carefully chosen excerpts from all the
greats of philosophy, arranged thematically and chronologically Readings are
introduced and linked together by a lucid philosophical commentary which guides the
reader through the key arguments Embraces all the major subfields of philosophy:
theory of knowledge and metaphysics, philosophy of mind, religion and science, moral
philosophy (theoretical and applied), political theory, and aesthetics Updated edition
now includes additional contemporary readings in each section Augmented by two
completely new sections on logic and language, and philosophy and the meaning of life
Does the Center Hold? is an entertaining, topically-organized introductory program with more
than 500 original illustrations. The ideas and issues typically covered in introductory philosophy
courses are presented here in a remarkably accessible and enjoyable manner. Donald Palmer
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demonstrates that serious philosophical inquiry may be perplexing, but is ultimately liberating,
and students will come away from the book with a comprehensive, and often delighted,
understanding of philosophy. The Connect course for this offering includes SmartBook, an
adaptive reading and study experience which guides students to master, recall, and apply key
concepts while providing automatically-graded assessments. McGraw-Hill Connect® is a
subscription-based learning service accessible online through your personal computer or
tablet. Choose this option if your instructor will require Connect to be used in the course. Your
subscription to Connect includes the following: • SmartBook® - an adaptive digital version of
the course textbook that personalizes your reading experience based on how well you are
learning the content. • Access to your instructor’s homework assignments, quizzes, syllabus,
notes, reminders, and other important files for the course. • Progress dashboards that quickly
show how you are performing on your assignments and tips for improvement. • The option to
purchase (for a small fee) a print version of the book. This binder-ready, loose-leaf version
includes free shipping. Complete system requirements to use Connect can be found here:
http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-students.html
A gorgeous collector's edition of the critically acclaimed debut novel by John Green, #1
bestselling author of Turtles All the Way Down and The Fault in Our Stars A perfect gift for
every fan, this deluxe hardcover features a stunning special edition jacket and 50 pages of allnew exclusive content, including: - An introduction by John Green - Extensive Q&A: John
Green answers readers’ most frequently asked questions - Deleted scenes from the original
manuscript ? Winner of the Michael L. Printz Award ? A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist
? A New York Times Bestseller • A USA Today Bestseller ? NPR’s Top Ten Best-Ever Teen
Novels ? TIME magazine’s 100 Best Young Adult Novels of All Time ? A PBS Great American
Read Selection NOW A HULU ORIGINAL SERIES! Miles Halter is fascinated by famous last
words—and tired of his safe life at home. He leaves for boarding school to seek what the dying
poet Francois Rabelais called the "Great Perhaps.” Much awaits Miles at Culver Creek,
including Alaska Young, who will pull Miles into her labyrinth and catapult him into the Great
Perhaps. Looking for Alaska brilliantly chronicles the indelible impact one life can have on
another. A modern classic, this stunning debut marked #1 bestselling author John Green’s
arrival as a groundbreaking new voice in contemporary fiction.
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of the testable terms, concepts, persons, places,
and events from the textbook are included. Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides give all
of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes for your textbook with optional online
comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanys:
9780077422233 9780073407487 .
Are human lives ultimately meaningless? Is our inevitable death bad? Would immortality be
better? Should we hasten our deaths by taking our own lives in acts of suicide? Many people
ask these big questions and many are plagued by them. Surprisingly few analytic philosophers
have spoken tothese important questions. When they have engaged the big existential
questions they have tended, like more popular writers, to offer comforting, optimistic answers.
The Human Predicament offers a less sanguine assessment. David Benatar invites readers to
take a clear-eyed view of our situation,defending a substantial, but not unmitigated, pessimism
about human life. Benatar argues that while our lives can have some meaning, cosmically
speaking we are ultimately the insignificant beings that we often fear we are. A candid
appraisal reveals that the quality of life, although less bad for some people than for others,
leaves much to be desired in even the bestcases. But death, David Benatar argues, is hardly
the solution. Our mortality exacerbates rather than mitigates our cosmic meaninglessness. It
can release us from suffering but even when it does it imposes another cost - annihilation. This
unfortunate state of affairs has nuanced implications forhow we should think about immortality,
about suicide, and about the aspects of life in which we can and do find deeper meaning.
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Engaging profound existential questions with analytic rigor and clarity, The Human
Predicament is clear eyed, unsentimental, and deeply provocative to some of our
mostcherished beliefs.
One day Sophie comes home from school to find two questions in her mail: "Who are you?"
and "Where does the world come from?" Before she knows it she is enrolled in a
correspondence course with a mysterious philosopher. Thus begins Jostein Gaarder's unique
novel, which is not only a mystery, but also a complete and entertaining history of philosophy.
Italo Calvino was due to deliver the Charles Eliot Norton lectures at Harvard in 1985-86, but
they were left unfinished at his death. The surviving drafts explore of the concepts of
Lightness, Quickness, Multiplicity, Exactitude and Visibility (Constancy was to be the sixth) in
serious yet playful essays that reveal Calvino's debt to the comic strip and the folktale. With his
customary imagination and grace, he sought to define the virtues of the great literature of the
past in order to shape the values of the future. This collection is a brilliant précis of the work of
a great writer whose legacy will endure through the millennium he addressed. Italo Calvino,
one of Italy's finest postwar writers, has delighted readers around the world with his deceptively
simple, fable-like stories. Calvino was born in Cuba in 1923 and raised in San Remo, Italy; he
fought for the Italian Resistance from 1943-45. His major works include Cosmicomics (1968),
Invisible Cities (1972), and If on a winter's night a traveler (1979). He died in Siena in1985, of a
brain hemorrhage.
[This is a] collection of classic and contemporary primary sources in philosophy. The readings
cover all the main topics of Western Philosophy, and each one is carefully edited to be long
enough to present [an] argument.-Back cover.
The Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist's "astonishing" and "enthralling" New York Times
bestseller and Notable Book about how the Founders' belief in natural rights created a great
American political tradition (Booklist) -- "easily one of the best books on American
Conservatism ever written" (Jonah Goldberg). For more than four decades, George F. Will has
attempted to discern the principles of the Western political tradition and apply them to
America's civic life. Today, the stakes could hardly be higher. Vital questions about the nature
of man, of rights, of equality, of majority rule are bubbling just beneath the surface of daily
events in America. The Founders' vision, articulated first in the Declaration of Independence
and carried out in the Constitution, gave the new republic a framework for government unique
in world history. Their beliefs in natural rights, limited government, religious freedom, and in
human virtue and dignity ushered in two centuries of American prosperity. Now, as Will shows,
conservatism is under threat -- both from progressives and elements inside the Republican
Party. America has become an administrative state, while destructive trends have overtaken
family life and higher education. Semi-autonomous executive agencies wield essentially
unaccountable power. Congress has failed in its duty to exercise its legislative powers. And the
executive branch has slipped the Constitution's leash. In the intellectual battle between the
vision of Founding Fathers like James Madison, who advanced the notion of natural rights that
pre-exist government, and the progressivism advanced by Woodrow Wilson, the Founders
have been losing. It's time to reverse America's political fortunes. Expansive, intellectually
thrilling, and written with the erudite wit that has made Will beloved by millions of readers, The
Conservative Sensibility is an extraordinary new book from one of America's most celebrated
political writers.

The Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard was one of the most original thinkers
of the 19th Century – and one of the most enigmatic men who ever walked the
Earth. Philosophically, Kierkegaard was the “bridge” that led from Hegel to
Existentialism. Kierkegaard abhorred Hegel’s abstract, Know-it-all idealism that
tried to capture reality in a few words. Kierkegaard’s attack on social and
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religious complacency and his single-handed assault on traditional Western
philosophy generated a crisis that produced a radically new way of philosophizing
and made him the founder of the school that would later be called Existentialism.
To Kierkegaard, reality was personal, subjective – it began and ended with the
individual – and philosophy was not something one merely talked about, it was
the way you lived. For such a brilliant thinker, the way Kierkegaard lived was…
somewhat too interesting? His “abstract” love affair? His obsession with death?
His “leap of Faith,” his cynicism, his marvelous sense of humor – how do you put
all that into one man? For starters, you read Kierkegaard For Beginners. It
explains, plainly and simply, the great Danish thinker’s obsession with the
particularity of human existence as well as his demonstration of how the creation
of an authentic new kind of individual is possible
Expands the search for the origins of the universe beyond God and the Big Bang
theory, exploring more bizarre possibilities inspired by physicists, theologians,
mathematicians, and even novelists.
Have a ball with Dr. Seuss and the Cat in the Hat in this classic picture book...but
don't forget to clean up your mess! A dreary day turns into a wild romp when this
beloved story introduces readers to the Cat in the Hat and his troublemaking
friends, Thing 1 and Thing 2. A favorite among kids, parents and teachers, this
story uses simple words and basic ryhme to encourage and delight beginning
readers. Then he said "That is that." And then he was gone With a tip of his hat.
Originally created by Dr. Seuss himself, Beginner Books are fun, funny, and easy
to read. These unjacketed hardcover early readers encourage children to read all
on their own, using simple words and illustrations. Smaller than the classic large
format Seuss picture books like The Lorax and Oh, The Places You’ll Go!, these
portable packages are perfect for practicing readers ages 3-7, and lucky parents
too!
44 SCOTLAND STREET - Book 5 The residents and neighbors of 44 Scotland
Street and the city of Edinburgh come to vivid life in these gently satirical,
wonderfully perceptive serial novels, featuring six-year-old Bertie, a remarkably
precocious boy—just ask his mother. Featuring all the quirky characters we have
come to know and love, The Unbearable Lightness of Scones, finds Bertie, the
precocious six-year-old, still troubled by his rather overbearing mother, Irene, but
seeking his escape in the Cub Scouts. Matthew is rising to the challenge of
married life with newfound strength and resolve, while Domenica epitomizes the
loneliness of the long-distance intellectual. Cyril, the gold-toothed star of the
whole show, succumbs to the kind of romantic temptation that no dog can resist
and creates a small problem, or rather six of them, for his friend and owner
Angus Lordie. With his customary deftness, Alexander McCall Smith once again
brings us an absorbing and entertaining tale of some of Scotland's most quirky
and beloved characters--all set in the beautiful, stoic city of Edinburgh.
Originally published: New York: Modern Library, 1992, in series: Modern library of
the world's best books.
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Sartre For Beginners is an accessible yet sophisticated introduction to the life
and works of the famous French philosopher, Jean Paul Sartre. Sartre was a
member of the French underground during WWII, a novelist, a playwright, and a
major influence in French political and intellectual life. The book opens with a
biographical section, introducing the significant events in the life of the man who
coined the term “existentialism.” Then it examines Sartre’s early philosophical
works. Ideas from Sartre’s other fictional and dramatic works are discussed, but
the greatest part is the presentation of the main concepts from Sartre’s Being
and Nothingness (1943). These include the topics of consciousness, freedom,
responsibility, absurdity, “bad faith,” authenticity, and the hellish confrontation
with other people. Finally, the book deals with Sartre’s modification of his early
existentialism to compliment his conversion to a kind of “existential” Marxism.
Sartre For Beginners summarizes the work of the most renown philosopher of the
20th Century.
Oxana Timofeeva's The History of Animals: A Philosophy is an original and
ambitious treatment of the "animal question". While philosophers have always
made distinctions between human beings and animals, Timofeeva imagines a
world free of such walls and borders. Timofeeva shows the way towards the full
acceptance of our animality; an acceptance which does not mean the return to
our animal roots, or anything similar. The freedom generated by this acceptance
operates through negativity; is an effect of the rejection of the very core of
metaphysical philosophy and Christian culture, traditionally opposed to our
'animal' nature and seemingly detached from it. With a foreword by Slavoj Žižek,
this book is accessible, jargon-free and ideal for students and all those interested
in re-imagining how we engage with animals and the environment.
Presents basic concepts in physics, covering topics such as kinematics,
Newton's laws of motion, gravitation, fluids, sound, heat, thermodynamics,
magnetism, nuclear physics, and more, examples, practice questions and
problems.
Subject: When a loved one dies, the pain of loss can feel unbearable, especially
in the case of a traumatizing death that leaves us shouting, 'NO!' with every fiber
of our body. The process of grieving can feel wild and nonlinear and often lasts
for much longer than other people, the nonbereaved, tell us it should. This book
is a companion for life and most difficult times, revealing how grief can open our
hearts to connection, compassion, and the very essence of our shared humanity.
The author, who is also a bereavement educator, researcher, Zen priest, and
leading counselor in the field accompanies the reader along the heartbreaking
path of love, loss, and grief. Through moving stories of her encounters with grief
over decades of supporting individuals, families, and communities, as well as her
own experience with loss, the author opens a space to process, integrate, and
deeply honor our grief
Distilled from Donald Palmer’s more than thirty years of teaching experience,
this text exemplifies his very successful approach to teaching introductory
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philosophy. Through the use of humor and nearly 400 drawings, charts, and
diagrams, serious philosophical topics come alive for the reader without
compromising the importance of the subject matter. In the author’s words, “This
book takes philosophy seriously, but not gravely.”
Containing more than 500 illustrations, this topically-organized introductory text
presents the ideas and issues typically covered in introductory courses. It aims to
demonstrate that serious philosophical inquiry may be perplexing, but is
ultimately enlightening and liberating.
Written in Irv Yalom's inimitable story-telling style, Staring at the Sun is a
profoundly encouraging approach to the universal issue of mortality. In this
magisterial opus, capping a lifetime of work and personal experience, Dr. Yalom
helps us recognize that the fear of death is at the heart of much of our anxiety.
Such recognition is often catalyzed by an "awakening experience"—a dream, or
loss (the death of a loved one, divorce, loss of a job or home), illness, trauma, or
aging. Once we confront our own mortality, Dr. Yalom writes, we are inspired to
rearrange our priorities, communicate more deeply with those we love,
appreciate more keenly the beauty of life, and increase our willingness to take
the risks necessary for personal fulfillment.
Discover the world's greatest thinkers and their groundbreaking notions! Too
often, textbooks turn the noteworthy theories, principles, and figures of
philosophy into tedious discourse that even Plato would reject. Philosophy 101
cuts out the boring details and exhausting philosophical methodology, and
instead, gives you a lesson in philosophy that keeps you engaged as you explore
the fascinating history of human thought and inquisition. From Aristotle and
Heidegger to free will and metaphysics, Philosophy 101 is packed with hundreds
of entertaining philosophical tidbits, illustrations, and thought puzzles that you
won't be able to find anywhere else. So whether you're looking to unravel the
mysteries of existentialism, or just want to find out what made Voltaire tick,
Philosophy 101 has all the answers--even the ones you didn't know you were
looking for.
Looking At Philosophy: The Unbearable Heaviness of Philosophy Made
LighterMcGraw-Hill Education
The Covid-19 pandemic has shown the need for a fresh look at health and health
care. This book offers a philosophical critique of medicine as applied science, but
more positively it stresses the social causes of disease and argues for greater
equity in the distribution of resources and the benefits of a wider evidence-base
for medical treatments. The suggested approach requires a new direction for
medical ethics, one which uses the arts and humanities and leads to a revised
idea of medical education and medical professionalism. The suggested approach
implies a move away from the individualistic philosophy of medicine towards a
new aim — community-based quality of life. The achievement of this aim certainly
requires an expansion of public health medicine and health promotion but it also
requires medical co-operation with the many arts and other community agencies
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concerned with our health and well-being. Doctors and other health professionals
must work through the community rather than on it.
A practical, refreshingly optimistic guide that uses centuries-old wisdom to help
us better cope with the stresses of modern living. Some people bounce back in
response to setbacks; others break. We often think that these responses are
hardwired, but fortunately this is not the case. Stoicism offers us an alternative
approach. Plumbing the wisdom of one of the most popular and successful
schools of thought from ancient Rome, philosopher William B. Irvine teaches us
to turn any challenge on its head. The Stoic Challenge, then, is the ultimate guide
to improving your quality of life through tactics developed by ancient Stoics, from
Marcus Aurelius and Seneca to Epictetus. This book uniquely combines ancient
Stoic insights with techniques discovered by contemporary psychological
research, such as anchoring and framing. The result is a surprisingly simple
strategy for dealing with life’s unpleasant and unexpected challenges—from
minor setbacks like being caught in a traffic jam or having a flight cancelled to
major setbacks like those experienced by physicist Stephen Hawking, who slowly
lost the ability to move, and writer Jean-Dominique Bauby, who suffered from
locked-in syndrome. The Stoics discovered that thinking of challenges as tests of
character can dramatically alter our emotional response to them. Irvine’s
updated “Stoic test strategy” teaches us how to transform life’s stumbling blocks
into opportunities for becoming calmer, tougher, and more resilient. Not only can
we overcome everyday obstacles—we can benefit from them, too.
A radical call for solidarity between humans and non-humans What is it that makes
humans human? As science and technology challenge the boundaries between life and
non-life, between organic and inorganic, this ancient question is more timely than ever.
Acclaimed object-oriented philosopher Timothy Morton invites us to consider this
philosophical issue as eminently political. In our relationship with nonhumans, we
decide the fate of our humanity. Becoming human, claims Morton, actually means
creating a network of kindness and solidarity with nonhuman beings, in the name of a
broader understanding of reality that both includes and overcomes the notion of
species. Negotiating the politics of humanity is the first crucial step in reclaiming the
upper scales of ecological coexistence and resisting corporations like Monsanto and
the technophilic billionaires who would rob us of our kinship with people beyond our
species.
Until now it has been impossible to read the full story of the relationship between Albert
Camus and Jean-Paul Sartre. Their dramatic rupture at the height of the Cold War, like
that conflict itself, demanded those caught in its wake to take sides rather than to
appreciate its tragic complexity. Now, using newly available sources, Ronald Aronson
offers the first book-length account of the twentieth century's most famous friendship
and its end. Albert Camus and Jean-Paul Sartre first met in 1943, during the German
occupation of France. The two became fast friends. Intellectual as well as political
allies, they grew famous overnight after Paris was liberated. As playwrights, novelists,
philosophers, journalists, and editors, the two seemed to be everywhere and in
command of every medium in post-war France. East-West tensions would put a strain
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on their friendship, however, as they evolved in opposing directions and began to
disagree over philosophy, the responsibilities of intellectuals, and what sorts of political
changes were necessary or possible. As Camus, then Sartre adopted the mantle of
public spokesperson for his side, a historic showdown seemed inevitable. Sartre
embraced violence as a path to change and Camus sharply opposed it, leading to a
bitter and very public falling out in 1952. They never spoke again, although they
continued to disagree, in code, until Camus's death in 1960. In a remarkably nuanced
and balanced account, Aronson chronicles this riveting story while demonstrating how
Camus and Sartre developed first in connection with and then against each other, each
keeping the other in his sights long after their break. Combining biography and
intellectual history, philosophical and political passion, Camus and Sartre will fascinate
anyone interested in these great writers or the world-historical issues that tore them
apart.
ARCHETYPES OF WISDOM, 9E uses a historical approach to bring philosophy to life
through lively narratives, engaging illustrations, and a student-friendly writing style.
Using its signature conversational prose, the textbook guides students through the lives
and works of history’s greatest philosophers, drawing from both canonical primary
sources and the latest philosophical critiques. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available in the
ebook version.
For Elisabeth Roudinesco, a historian of psychoanalysis and one of France's leading
intellectuals, Canguilhem, Sartre, Foucault, Althusser, Deleuze, and Derrida represent
a "great generation" of French philosophers who accomplished remarkable work and
lived incredible lives. These troubled and innovative thinkers endured World War II and
the cultural and political revolution of the 1960s, and their cultural horizon was
dominated by Marxism and psychoanalysis, though they were by no means strict
adherents to the doctrines of Marx and Freud. Roudinesco knew many of these
intellectuals personally, and she weaves an account of their thought through lived
experience and reminiscences. Canguilhem, for example, was a distinguished
philosopher of science who had a great influence on Foucault's exploration of sanity
and madness-themes Althusser lived in a notorious personal drama. And in dramatizing
the life of Freud for the screen, Sartre fundamentally altered his own philosophical
approach to psychoanalysis. Roudinesco launches a passionate defense of
Canguilhem, Sartre, Foucault, Althusser, Deleuze, and Derrida against the "new
philosophers" of the late 1970s and 1980s, who denounced the work-and sometimes
the private lives-of this great generation. Roudinesco refutes attempts to tar them, as
well as the Marxist and left-wing tradition in general, with the brush of Soviet-style
communism. In Freudian theory and the philosophy of radical commitment, she sees a
bulwark against the kind of manipulative, pill-prescribing, and normalizing psychology
that aims to turn individuals into mindless consumers. Intense, clever, and persuasive,
Philosophy in Turbulent Times captivates with the dynamism of French thought in the
twentieth century.
When The Unbearable Lightness of Being was first published in English, it was hailed
as "a work of the boldest mastery, originality, and richness" by critic Elizabeth Hardwick
and named one of the best books of 1984 by the New York Times Book Review. It went
on to win the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Fiction and quickly became an
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international bestseller. Twenty years later, the novel has established itself as a modern
classic. To commemorate the anniversary of its first English-language publication,
HarperCollins is proud to offer a special hardcover edition. A young woman in love with
a man torn between his love for her and his incorrigible womanizing; one of his
mistresses and her humbly faithful lover -- these are the two couples whose story is told
in this masterful novel. Controlled by day, Tereza's jealousy awakens by night,
transformed into ineffably sad death-dreams, while Tomas, a successful surgeon,
alternates loving devotion to the dependent Tereza with the ardent pursuit of other
women. Sabina, an independent, free-spirited artist, lives her life as a series of
betrayals -- of parents, husband, country, love itself -- whereas her lover, the intellectual
Franz, loses all because of his earnest goodness and fidelity. In a world in which lives
are shaped by irrevocable choices and by fortuitous events, a world in which everything
occurs but once, existence seems to lose its substance, its weight. Hence we feel, says
the novelist, "the unbearable lightness of being" -- not only as the consequence of our
private acts but also in the public sphere, and the two inevitably intertwine. This
magnificent novel encompasses the extremes of comedy and tragedy, and embraces, it
seems, all aspects of human existence. It juxtaposes geographically distant places
(Prague, Geneva, Paris, Thailand, the United States, a forlorn Bohemian village);
brilliant and playful reflections (on "eternal return," on kitsch, on man and animals -Tomas and Tereza have a beloved doe named Karenin); and a variety of styles (from
the farcical to the elegiac) to take its place as perhaps the major achievement of one of
the world's truly great writers.
"Unbearable Weight is brilliant. From an immensely knowledgeable feminist
perspective, in engaging, jargonless (!) prose, Bordo analyzes a whole range of issues
connected to the body—weight and weight loss, exercise, media images, movies,
advertising, anorexia and bulimia, and much more—in a way that makes sense of our
current social landscape—finally! This is a great book for anyone who wonders why
women's magazines are always describing delicious food as 'sinful' and why there is a
cake called Death by Chocolate. Loved it!"—Katha Pollitt, Nation columnist and author of
Subject to Debate: Sense and Dissents on Women, Politics, and Culture (2001)
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