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Amores Perros (2000) speaks to an international audience while never oversimplifying its local culture. This study of this film opens up that
culture, revealing the film's relationship to television soap operas, pop music and contemporary debates about what it means to be Mexican.
This study, the first to apply a poststructuralist viewpoint to literature of the Spanish Golden Age, offers new insights into major texts.
Beginning with a comparison of Renaissance and modern theories of discourse, the book examines lyric poetry, picaresque narrative, and
drama by Gï¿½ngora, Quevedo, Lope de Vega, Calderï¿½n, and Cervantes.
Humans have long turned to gardens - both real and imaginary - for sanctuary from the frenzy and tumult that surrounds them. Those
gardens may be as far away from everyday reality as Gilgamesh's garden of the gods or as near as our own backyard, but in their very
conception and the marks they bear of human care and cultivation, gardens stand as restorative, nourishing, necessary havens. With
Gardens, Robert Pogue Harrison graces readers with a thoughtful, wide-ranging examination of the many ways gardens evoke the human
condition. Moving from the gardens of ancient philosophers to the gardens of homeless people in contemporary New York, he shows how,
again and again, the garden has served as a check against the destruction and losses of history. The ancients, explains Harrison, viewed
gardens as both a model and a location for the laborious self-cultivation and self-improvement that are essential to serenity and
enlightenment, an association that has continued throughout the ages. The Bible and Qur'an; Plato's Academy and Epicurus's Garden
School; Zen rock and Islamic carpet gardens; Boccaccio, Rihaku, Capek, Cao Xueqin, Italo Calvino, Ariosto, Michel Tournier, and Hannah
Arendt - all come into play as this work explores the ways in which the concept and reality of the garden has informed human thinking about
mortality, order, and power. Alive with the echoes and arguments of Western thought, Gardens is a fitting continuation of the intellectual
journeys of Harrison's earlier classics, Forests and The Dominion of the Dead. Voltaire famously urged us to cultivate our gardens; with this
compelling volume, Robert Pogue Harrison reminds us of the nature of that responsibility - and its enduring importance to humanity.
This study explores the struggle between left-and right-wing factions within the Zionist movement, tracing the emergence of modern Jewish
nationalism from its origins in the mid-19th century, through the vision of Theodor Herzl, and up to the first 15 years of Israeli statehood.
Renowned critical theorist Susan Buck-Morss argues convincingly that a global public needs to think past the twin insanities of terrorism and
counter-terrorism in order to dismantle regressive intellectual barriers. Surveying the widespread literature on the relationship of Islam to
modernity, she reveals that there is surprising overlap where scholars commonly and simplistically see antithesis. Thinking Past Terror
situates this engagement with the study of Islam among critical contemporary discourses—feminism, post-colonialism and the critique of
determinism. Reminding us powerfully that domination and consensus are maintained not by the lack of opposing ideas but by the
disorganization of dissent, Thinking Past Terror presents the empowering idea of a global counter-culture as a very real possibility. If the
language of a global, radically cosmopolitan Left is not presumed but its attainment struggled for, if the Leftist project is itself this struggle,
then democracy defines its very core.
Offers an analysis of fourteen French fairy tales, from the medieval Romance of Mélusine to Jean Cocteau's film version of Beauty and the
Beast, exploring their universal and eternal nature as well as their relevance to modern readers.
The question of the nature of humanity is one of the most complex of all philosophical and theological inquiries. Where might one look to find
a decent answer to this question? Should we turn to an investigation of genetics and DNA for such answers? Should we look to the history of
humanity's adaption and evolution? Should we look to humanity's cultural achievements and the form of its social life? In this intriguing and
provocative collection of essays, philosopher Robert Spaemann reacts against what he calls "scientistic" anthropology and ventures to take
up afresh the quaestio de homine, "the question of man." Spaemann contends that when it comes to the nagging question of what we truly
are as human beings, understanding our chemical make-up or evolutionary past simply cannot give us the full picture. Instead, without doing
away with the findings of modern evolutionary science, Spaemann offers successive treatments of human nature, human evolution, and
human dignity, which paint a full and compelling picture of the meaning of human life. Crucial to any anthropology, he demonstrates, is our
future as well as our past. And our relationship to God as well as to our next-door neighbor. All of these themes coalesce in a vital
contribution to the question of what it means to be human.
Daron's Guitar Chronicles, the ongoing tale of coming out and coming of age in the 1980s, continues in volume five, compiling more chapters
of the popular online serial into the next ebook. The pressure cooker that is the tour bus has been affecting everyone, but will it ultimately fuse
the band together or crack them apart? The final leg of the Moondog Three 1989 tour approaches, with Toronto, the midwest, and New York
City still to come. Daron and Ziggy have learned a lot about each other, and about what it takes to stay sane on the road... but have the
lessons come too late? Contains chapters 319 through 388, originally serialized from October 23, 2012 through May 28, 2013.
Twenty-six essays discuss contemporary artists, developments in the world of museums and galleries, and how the art world is now
dominated by market demands.
The enduring appeal of liberalism lies in its commitment to the idea that human beings have a "natural" potential to live as free and equal
individuals. The realization of this potential, however, is not a matter of nature, but requires that people be molded by a complex constellation
of political and educational institutions. In this eloquent and provocative book, Uday Singh Mehta investigates in the major writings of John
Locke the implications of this tension between individuals and the institutions that mold them. The process of molding, he demonstrates,
involves an external conformity and an internal self-restraint that severely limit the scope of individuality. Mehta explores the centrality of the
human imagination in Locke’s thought, focusing on his obsession with the potential dangers of the cognitive realm. Underlying Locke’s fears
regarding the excesses of the imagination is a political anxiety concerning how to limit their potential effects. In light of Locke’s views on
education, Mehta concludes that the promise of liberation at the heart of liberalism is vitiated by its constraints on cognitive and political
freedom.
If you dare to start running with the rhinos, your life will never be the same again. Journey with international speaker, author, and business
expert Christian Warren and learn how the rhino can transform your career, your income, and your spirit. Through the metaphor of the
magnificent rhino, Warren invites leaders to live a bold and courageous life and create a future without sacrificing their integrity, ideals, or
humanity. Based on the premise that there is a leader in everyone, Warren uses the strong and fiercely independent rhino as an unlikely
guide to leadership principles that include vision, understanding, inspiration, power, endurance, conviction, support and heart.
This book presents biographical information on Voltaire's life and critical interpretation and discussion of his works.

The essential reference guide to writing effective business correspondence and– now revised and updated.
A dictionary incorporating the latest vocabulary based on the information revolution contains more than five thousand new words,
comprehensive coverage of technology and Internet terms, and vocabulary coverage from other varieties of English.
Wishing he had something to be clever at like each of the other children in his class, Ling Sung unexpectedly and happily
discovers the others admire his prowess with chopsticks.
"'Email English' contains a wealth of practice activities, all of which can be used for self-study or with a teacher in class. It also has
a phrase bank providing over 500 key expressions for reference while you are writing."--Publisher.
Antoine Watteau, one of the most mysterious painters who ever lived, is the inspiration for this delightful investigation of the
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tangled relationship between art and life. Weaving together historical fact and personal reflections, the influential art critic Jed Perl
reconstructs the amazing story of this pioneering bohemian artist who, although he died in 1721, when he was only thirty-six, has
influenced innumerable painters and writers in the centuries since—and whose work continues to deepen our understanding of the
place that love, friendship, and pleasure have in our daily lives. Perl creates an astonishing experience by gathering his reflections
on this “master of silken surfaces and elusive emotions” in the form of an alphabet—a fairy tale for adults—giving us a new way to
think about art. This brilliant collage of a book is a hunt for the treasure of Watteau’s life and vision that encompasses the glamour
and intrigue of eighteenth-century Paris, the riotous history of Harlequin and Pierrot, and the work of such modern giants as
Cézanne, Picasso, and Samuel Beckett. By turns somber and beguiling, analytical and impressionistic, Antoine’s Alphabet
reaffirms the contemporary relevance of the greatest of all painters of young love and imperishable dreams. It is a book to savor,
to share, to return to again and again.
Asking readers to imagine a history of Mexico narrated through the experiences of Africans and their descendants, this book offers
a radical reconfiguration of Latin American history. Using ecclesiastical and inquisitorial records, Herman L. Bennett frames the
history of Mexico around the private lives and liberty that Catholicism engendered among enslaved Africans and free blacks, who
became majority populations soon after the Spanish conquest. The resulting history of 17th-century Mexico brings forth tantalizing
personal and family dramas, body politics, and stories of lost virtue and sullen honor. By focusing on these phenomena among
peoples of African descent, rather than the conventional history of Mexico with the narrative of slavery to freedom figured in,
Colonial Blackness presents the colonial drama in all its untidy detail.
In this landmark work, Jed Perl captures the excitement of a generation of legendary artists–Jackson Pollack, Joseph Cornell,
Robert Rauschenberg, and Ellsworth Kelly among them–who came to New York, mingled in its lofts and bars, and revolutionized
American art. In a continuously arresting narrative, Perl also portrays such less well known figures as the galvanic teacher Hans
Hofmann, the lyric expressionist Joan Mitchell, and the adventuresome realist Fairfield Porter, as well the writers, critics, and
patrons who rounded out the artists’world. Brilliantly describing the intellectual crosscurrents of the time as well as the genius of
dozens of artists, New Art City is indispensable for lovers of modern art and culture.
A prominent poet brings the experience of the world to her struggles to find her place in America, and explores what the many
cultures in this country mean for poets practicing their craft
With a masterful ability to connect their social contexts to well-chosen and telling details of their personal lives, Claudia Roth
Pierpont gives us portraits of twelve amazingly diverse and influential literary women of the twentieth century, women who remade
themselves and the world through their art. Gertrude Stein, Mae West, Margaret Mitchell, Eudora Welty, Ayn Rand, Doris Lessing,
Anais Nin, Zora Neale Hurston, Marina Tsvetaeva, Hannah Arendt and Mary Mccarthy, and Olive Schreiner: Pierpont is clear-eyed
in her examination of each member of this varied group, connectng her subjects firmly to the issues of sexual freedom, race, and
politics that bound them to their times, even as she exposes the roots of their uniqueness. "Pierpont['s] graceful essays are at
once erudite and personal in their focus." ?The Boston Globe "One of the most ceaselessly interesting books I've read in some
time." ?Lorrie Moore, The New York Review of Books
Exercises in Criticism is an experiment in applied poetics in which critic and poet Louis Bury utilizes constraint-based methods in
order to write about constraint-based literature. By tracing the lineage and enduring influence of early Oulipian classics, he argues
that contemporary American writers have, in their adoption of constraint-based methods, transformed such methods from apolitical
literary laboratory exercises into a form of cultural critique, whose usage is surprisingly widespread, particularly among poets and
"experimental" novelists. More, Bury's own use of critical constraints functions as a commentary on how and why we write and talk
about books, culture, and ideas.
Teaching Speech to English Language Learners: A Theoretical and Practical Focus provides very specific teaching
recommendations aimed at improving the oral communication skills of adult (high school age and beyond) English language
learners. The teaching suggestions are proposed in a framework that highlights the link between research/theory (a theoretical
focus) and pedagogy (a practical focus). This book should be of interest to those teaching speech courses to English language
learners, to those teaching more broad-based English as a second language (ESL) courses with a speech component, to those
planning to teach English language learners, and to a range of applied linguists. While the book includes topics typically covered in
college speech courses (e.g., public speaking and group communication), the material is addressed in a way that makes it
applicable to a wider range of students (i.e., adult English language learners, in general).
Early Buddhism flourished because it was able to take up the challenge represented by buoyant economic conditions and the
need for cultural uniformity in the newly emergent states in north-eastern India from the fifth century BCE onwards. This book
begins with the apparent inconsistency of Buddhism, a renunciant movement, surviving within a strong urban environment, and
draws out the implications of this. In spite of the Buddhist ascetic imperative, the Buddha and other celebrated monks moved
easily through various levels of society and fitted into the urban landscape they inhabited. The Sociology of Early Buddhism tells
how and why the early monks were able to exploit the social and political conditions of mid-first millennium north-eastern India in
such a way as to ensure the growth of Buddhism into a major world religion. Its readership lies both within Buddhist studies and
more widely among historians, sociologists and anthropologists of religion.
DIVA critical examination of what constitutes the varied positions grouped together as Asian American, seen in relation to both
American and transnational forces./div
This pioneering volume argues that cinema and television in Spain only make sense when considered together as twin vehicles for
the screen fiction that has come to dominate the twenty-first century. Offering comparative readings of films such as Pedro
Almodóvar’s classic Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown with his production company’s first foray into television
production—a 2006 series called Women—alongside prize-winning workplace dramas watched by thousands on Spanish television,
Alejandro Amenábar’s The Sea Inside, and the attempts to establish the dominant Latin American genre of the telenovela in the
very different context of Spanish television.
Alexander's cross-cultural perspective and sense of global identity (gained from her childhood in India and the Sudan, and her
adult life in New York City) infuses her poems. She writes about violence and civil strife, love, despair, and a hard-won hope in the
midst of a post-September 11 world.
Michael Massing describes the American press coverage of the war in Iraq as "the unseen war," an ironic reference given the
number of reporters in Iraq and in Doha, Qatar, the location of the Coalition Media Center with its $250,000 stage set. He argues
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that a combination of self-censorship, lack of real information given by the military at briefings, boosterism, and a small number of
reporters familiar with Iraq and fluent in Arabic deprived the American public of reliable information while the war was going on.
Massing also is highly critical of American press coverage of the Bush administration's case for war prior to the invasion of Iraq:
"US journalists were far too reliant on sources sympathetic to the administration. Those with dissenting views—and there were
more than a few—were shut out. Reflecting this, the coverage was highly deferential to the White House. This was especially
apparent on the issue of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction .... Despite abundant evidence of the administration's brazen misuse
of intelligence in this matter, the press repeatedly let officials get away with it." Once Iraq was occupied and no WMDs were found,
the press was quick to report on the flaws of pre-war intelligence. But as Massing's detailed analysis demonstrates, pre-war
journalism was also deeply flawed, as too many reporters failed to independently evaluate administration claims about Saddam's
weapons programs or the inspection process. The press's postwar "feistiness" stands in sharp contrast to its "submissiveness"
and "meekness" before the war—when it might have made a difference.
A collection of papers that interprets afresh, known facts about the early period of Indian history up to the end of the first
millennium AD. The papers discuss several associated themes such as society and religion, social classification and mobility and
the study of regional history. A useful reference book for postgraduate students of History.
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