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Making Room Recovering Hospitality As A Christian Tradition
For most of church history, hospitality was central to Christian identity. Yet our generation knows little about this rich, life-giving
practice.
Fleeing the compromises of the 4th century church, the Desert Fathers founded monasticism. In reaction to a Christianity they
scarcely recognized, these radicals fled to the Egyptian desert to model a different, radical style of discipleship, filled with sacrifice
and continual prayer. Who are the new monks, the new punks, the new revolutionaries? The answer lies in an upsurge of 24-7
monastic communities around the world. Punk Monk combines a narrative journey through the beginnings of 24-7 Prayer Boiler
Rooms with a discussion on the roots of monasticism, particularly its ethos and values, and how it can be applied in the third
millennium. Drawing influences from the Franciscans, the Celts and the Moravians, the book highlights the counter-cultural and
revolutionary force of monasticism and asks whether it is time for a new monastic movement. It also takes punk as a contemporary
expression of monastic spirit and asks whether a “silent revolution” is coming.
Christine D. Pohl's book Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition has helped foster renewal of the central but
long-neglected practice of Christian hospitality. This new study guide for Making Room provides a variety of ways in which people
can learn more about the practice. Designed for use by small groups -- though individuals will also profit from it -- the study guide
is divided into nine lessons corresponding to the chapters of Making Room. Each lesson begins with an introduction briefly
highlighting the main points of the book, followed by sections on group building, Scripture, discussion, reflection, and personal
application. Each lesson also provides aids for group leaders and suggested activities to help participants begin to make the
practice of hospitality part of their daily life.
Watching a movie is more than an opportunity to be entertained. Watching a movie is an opportunity to meet with God. In a few
brief chapters, How to Talk to a Movie will forever change the way you watch movies by opening your eyes and ears to what
movies are saying, how they are saying it, and how God might be speaking to you through them.
Tending to the Holy: The Practice of the Presence of God in Ministry invites pastors to embody their deepest beliefs in the routine
and surprising tasks of ministry. Inspired by Brother Lawrence's classic text in spirituality, Tending to the Holy integrates the
wisdom and practices of the Christian spiritual tradition with the commonplace practices of pastoral ministry. Bruce and Katherine
Epperly utilize a variety of spiritual disciplines especially Benedictine, Celtic, Ignatian, Rhineland, and process spiritualities to
provide a framework for helping clergy nurture the awareness of God, creative imagination, and personal well-being in every
aspect of their ministerial lives. Practicing God's presence in the ordinary tasks of ministry inspires wholeness, spiritual
transformation, vision, imagination, endurance, and healthy self-differentiation in ministry. Commitment to joining spiritual practices
with the routine and repetitive tasks of ministry provides an important antidote to unhealthy stress, burnout, and loss of vision in
ministry. By seeing their congregational leadership in terms of spiritual transformation, imaginative practice, and relational
interdependence, ordinary ministerial practices can become ways pastors can deepen their relationship with God. Growing out of
their work with pastors at every season of ministry, as well as combined ministerial experience of nearly sixty years, Bruce and
Katherine Epperly invite pastoral leaders to complement and expand on their understanding of spiritual leadership, pastoral
excellence, and self-care, integrating traditional and contemporary spiritual practices with the concrete arts of ministry.
This practical book by pastor and writer Henry G. Brinton studies the biblical basis for Christian hospitality and how it is practiced
in congregations today.
For over forty years, the community of Good Works, Inc., has shared life with its neighbors in rural southeastern Ohio, a region
with high poverty rates and remarkably resilient people. Offering friendship to those without a support network and shelter, care,
and community to people without homes, those involved with Good Works have made it their mission to embody the gospel in
innovative and lifegiving ways. What insights can be gleaned from Good Works, and how might these lessons be applied to our
own communities and churches? Keith Wasserman, the founder and executive director of Good Works, and Christine Pohl, a
scholar of hospitality who has written extensively on church and mission, explore challenging insights from the story of Good
Works and how it has grown over the years into a unique expression of discipleship in the body of Christ. At the heart of this
community's story are connection and mutuality. Good Works functions not as a charity or social service agency but as a place
where everyone has the opportunity to both serve and be served. And although worship is a central paradigm for life at Good
Works, Keith and the leaders of the community regularly partner with non-Christians from all walks of life who desire to help.
Christians everywhere who hunger for lifegiving involvement in their local communities--wherever they might be, and in whichever
circumstances--will find inspiration and guidance in this quiet but powerful Appalachian ministry. Short prayers and questions for
reflection at the end of each chapter make this a book to be studied and shared among those who know that love of God and
neighbor is the starting point, but who aren't sure where to go from there.
In this book, theologian Letty Russell redefines the commonly held notion of hospitality as she challenges her readers to consider what it
means to welcome the stranger. In doing so, she implores persons of faith to join the struggles for justice. Rather than an act of limited,
charitable welcome, Russell maintains that true hospitality is a process that requires partnership with the "other" in our divided world. The
goal is "just hospitality," that is, hospitality with justice. Russell draws on feminist and postcolonial thinking to show how we are colonized and
colonizing, each of us bearing the marks of the history that formed us. With an insightful analysis of the power dynamics that stem from our
differences and a constructive theological theory of difference itself, Russell proposes concrete strategies to create a more just practice of
hospitality.
The NA Twelve Traditions are a set of guiding principles for working together. This book tools, text, and questions meant to facilitate
discussion and inspire action in our groups, in workshops, and in sponsorship. It is a collection of experience and ideas on how to work
through issues together, using the principles embodied in the Traditions.
Practicing hospitality is central to building a civil society, not to mention living a Christian life. It can be enriching and joy-filled, but it can also
be profoundly demanding and sometimes even dangerous. In The Limits of Hospitality, Jessica Wrobleski explores the ethical questions
surrounding the practice of hospitality, particularly hospitality that is informed by Christian theological commitments. While there is no
algorithm that distinguishes between ethically 'legitimate"' and 'illegitimate' boundaries, the variety of circumstances in which hospitality is
relevant and the nature of hospitality itself make advocating firm and fixed boundaries difficult. How much more so for Christians, for whom
the practice of hospitality should be a manifestation of agape, a participation in God's eschatological welcome extended to all people through
Jesus Christ! Are limits to hospitality, then, merely a regrettable concession to our finite and fallen condition? Wrobleski offers a rich
theological reflection that will interest anyone who has a role in the practice of hospitality in community? Whether such communities are
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families, households, churches, educational institutions, or nation-states.
Although hospitality was central to Christian identity and practice in earlier centuries, our generation knows little about its life-giving character.
Making Room revisits the Christian foundations of welcoming strangers and explores the necessity, difficulty, and blessing of hospitality
today. Combining rich biblical and historical research with extensive exposure to contemporary Christian communities — the Catholic Worker,
L'Abri, L'Arche, and others — this book shows how understanding the key features of hospitality can better equip us to faithfully carry out the
practical call of the gospel. -This painless and practical course on hospitality helps busy women open up their hearts in order to open up their homes.
Reggie McNeal's bestseller The Present Future is the definitive work on the "missional movement," i.e., the widespread movement among
Protestant churches to be less inwardly focused and more oriented toward the culture and community around them. In that book he asked the
tough questions that churches needed to entertain to begin to think about who they are and what they are doing; in Missional Renaissance,
he shows them the three significant shifts in their thinking and behavior that they need to make that will allow leaders to chart a course toward
being missional: (1) from an internal to an external focus, ending the church as exclusive social club model; (2) from running programs and
ministries to developing people as its core activity; and (3) from professional leadership to leadership that is shared by everyone in the
community. With in-depth discussions of the "what" and the "how" of transitioning to being a missional church, readers will be equipped to
move into what McNeal sees as the most viable future for Christianity. For all those thousands of churches who are asking about what to do
next after reading The Present Future, Missional Renaissance will provide the answer.
This is a guidebook for those who are called to the path of conscious love.
Every church, every organization, has experienced them: betrayal, deception, grumbling, envy, exclusion. They make life together difficult
and prevent congregations from developing the skills, virtues, and practices they need to nurture sturdy, life-giving communities. In Living into
Community Christine Pohl explores four specific Christian practices -- gratitude, promise-keeping, truth-telling, and hospitality -- that can
counteract those destructive forces and help churches and individuals build and sustain vibrant communities. Drawing on a wealth of
personal and professional experience and interacting with the biblical, historical, and moral traditions, Pohl thoughtfully discusses each
practice, including its possible complications and deformations, and points to how these essential practices can be better cultivated within
communities and families.
Change a generation with something as simple as an invitation. For many of us, inviting people into our lives and homes feels more like
inviting judgment on our entertaining skills and stress on our already maxed-out schedules. But what if you knew that opening your front door
had the power to radically change the world? To make an impact and leave a legacy with everyday invitations? Jen Schmidt has set out to
reframe how we think about hospitality and to equip us to walk a road of welcome in our daily lives. Jen knows that every time we choose
open-door living—whether in our homes or by taking hospitality on the road just like Jesus—those we invite in get to experience the lived-out
Gospel, our kids grow up in a life-lab of generosity, and we trade insecurity for connection. Just Open the Door is a personal yes-you-can
guide to offering the life-changing gift of invitation. Whether you’re a seasoned host looking for renewed inspiration or a nervous newbie not
sure where to begin, these personal stories, practical ideas, and poignant insights will give you the confidence you need to see your home as
the most likely location for changing the world around you, one open door at a time.
In an age of hashtag and armchair activism, merely raising awareness about injustice is not enough. Michelle Warren and her family have
chosen to live in communities where they are "proximate to the pain of the poor." Here she shows us how proximity changes our perspective,
compels our response, and keeps us committed to the journey of pursuing justice for all.
The story of man's continental leap of faith and the country that caught him.
Begin to live this radical vision for a kinder world . . . There is no need to be afraid as we walk through life—afraid of the unknown, the
unexpected, even other people. Deep within the heart of Christian spirituality lies a remedy to fear, anger, and suspicion: hospitality. Sharing
monastic wisdom as well as stories from her own life, Pratt encourages us to embrace the true meaning of love for the other, by welcoming
the stranger—into both our homes and hearts. This new edition of a contemporary classic has been updated thoroughly, including two new
chapters, a new introduction, and more ancient and contemporary monastic insight. Praise for the first edition: “A quietly dazzling book,
overflowing with small stories, teaching by illustration how to attempt to live the Benedictine Rule.” --John McQuiston, II, author of Always We
Begin Again: The Benedictine Way of Living “A bountiful feast. The way of Benedict is food for the soul. I hope you savor it as I did.” --Philip
Gulley, bestselling author of the Harmony series.
Loneliness is an epidemic right now, but it doesn't have to be that way. The Turquoise Table is Kristin Schell's invitation to you to connect
with your neighbors and build friendships. Featured in Southern Living, Good Housekeeping, and the TODAY Show, Kristin introduces a new
way to look at hospitality. Desperate for a way to slow down and connect, Kristin put an ordinary picnic table in her front yard, painted it
turquoise, and began inviting friends and neighbors to join her. Life changed in her community, and it can change in yours too. Alongside
personal and heartwarming stories, Kristin gives you: Stress-free ideas for kick-starting your own Turquoise Table Simple recipes to take
outside and share with others Stories from people using Turquoise Tables in their neighborhoods Encouragement to overcome barriers that
keep you from connecting This gorgeous book, with vibrant photography, invites you to make a difference right where you live. The beautiful
design makes it ideal to give to a friend or to keep for yourself. Community and friendship are waiting just outside your front door.
Making RoomRecovering Hospitality as a Christian TraditionWm. B. Eerdmans Publishing

How to make disciples using hospitality Deep down, every Christian wants to make a difference. But for many of us, the years
come and go and we never do. The good news is: change can be as simple as opening your front door. The Simplest Way to
Change the World is about biblical hospitality and its power for the gospel. Since people will sooner enter a living room than a
church, hospitality is a natural and effective way to build relationships for Christ. You’ll learn: How the home can be a hub for
community How hospitality leads to joy, purpose, and belonging How it grows families to love the things of God How it’s not about
being the perfect host How to be hospitable regardless of your living space Hospitality is a beautiful legacy of the church, and a
great way to make disciples. As you open your life up to others, you share in the very character of God and experience His joy.
And you get to witness lives change—including your own. Includes 20+ creative ideas for hospitality, plus questions for small
groups
Untamed Hospitality digs into the important biblical theme of hospitality, providing a profound initiation into this important but often
misunderstood practice.
Too few Christians today, says Joshua Jipp, understand hospitality to strangers and the marginalized as an essential part of the
church's identity. In this book Jipp argues that God's relationship to his people is fundamentally an act of hospitality to strangers,
and that divine and human hospitality together are thus at the very heart of Christian faith. Jipp first provides a thorough
interpretation of the major biblical texts related to the practice of hospitality to strangers, considering especially how these texts
portray Christ as the divine host who extends God's welcome to all people. Jipp then invites readers to consider how God's
hospitality sets the pattern for human hospitality, offering suggestions on how the practice of welcoming strangers can guide the
church in its engagement with current social challenges--immigration, incarceration, racism, and more.
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Workplace Discipleship 101 contains encouragement and practical advice for Christians who are serious about living out their faith
in their daily work lives. This book is packed with simple, practical suggestions organized in an intuitive format with straightforward
language. Answering questions such as How can I serve Jesus while Im at work? and What does it look like to follow Jesus in my
field of work?, this book provides Christians with practical insight and biblical inspiration no matter where they work. The book is
split into three main sections: Preparation (how to get ready), Presence (what we do at work), and Post Workplace (beyond the
workplace). Key points and features: • Biblically and theologically based. • Presents information in an easy, understandable way.
• Discusses the importance of work and discipleship. • Offers insightful questions for application. • Fills a hole in the growing faith
at work genre of literature. Few people I know have thought more deeply and practically about the integration of the Christian faith
in the workplace than David Gill. In Workplace Discipleship 101, David Gills keen intellect, ethical clarity, and encouraging heart
frame a persuasive and practical guide for all apprentices of Jesus who long to embrace an integral faith. This book is an
invaluable resource I have been waiting for. I highly recommend it! Tom Nelson, Lead Senior Pastor, Christ Church, Kansas City;
President, Made to Flourish www.madetoflourish.org; Author, Work Matters: Connecting Sunday Worship to Monday Work
Contains clips from the motion picture Fireproof which facilitate marriage counseling, based on Biblical principles for maintaining a
strong, lifelong committment.
Come with your brokenness, your celebration, and your worries, but most of all come and eat. In today’s busy and often
superficial world, we all crave something deeper and truer. Maybe it’s relationships that go beyond the surface or gatherings that
allow for joy and pain. Bri McKoy tells us this is within reach! All we need is a table, open hearts, and a simple invitation: come and
eat. McKoy invites us to discover how a common dining-room table can be transformed into a place where brokenness falls away
to reveal peace and fellowship. Whether the table is laid with bounty or with meager offerings, whether it is surrounded by the
Body of Christ or homeless, broken souls, she shows us that healing begins when we say, “Come in. I may not know you, but I
know your maker. And so I offer you my heart.” For all those who are hungry and craving more of God’s kingdom in their homes,
Come and Eat offers recipes, tips, and questions to jumpstart conversation, while reminding us that fellowship in God’s love is
always the most remembered, most cherished nourishment. Because when we make room for others, we make room for God, and
our homes become a vibrant source of life, just as he means them to be.
A Guide to Navigate Evangelical Feminism In a society where gender roles are a hot-button topic, the church is not immune to the
controversy. In fact, the church has wrestled with varying degrees of evangelical feminism for decades. As evangelical feminism
has crept into the church, time-trusted resources like Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood help remind Christians of
what the Bible has to say. In this new edition of the award-winning best seller, more than 20 influential men and women such as
John Piper, Wayne Grudem, D. A. Carson, and Elisabeth Elliot offer thought-provoking essays responding to the challenge
egalitarianism poses to life in the church and in the home. Covering topics like role distinctions in the church, how biblical
manhood and womanhood should work out in practice, and women in the history of the church, this helpful resource will help
readers learn to orient their beliefs with God’s unchanging word in an ever-changing culture.

This volume provides an anthology of about 40 primary source documents that describe the work of religious
communities that took care of pilgrims and the sick in the late antique and early medieval world. The project identifies
letters, diary accounts, instructions, sermons, travelogues, and community records and rules that give us a window into a
world of early communities that saw it as their duty and their privilege to care for the sick, to safeguard the pilgrim, and to
host the stranger. Each document is placed in historical, geographical, and social context as it contributes to an emerging
picture of these communities. The volume addresses the motivations and practices of communities that risked extending
hospitality. Why did these communities take great risks for the socially vulnerable? What stake did they have in pilgrims
and the sick? What communal experiences supported and sustained both the communities and their audiences? How
was hospitality cultivated?
If you've ever thought about community, whether as a lifestyle or simply as an expression of deeper fellowship with
others, this book is essential reading. In the fifteen years since it first appeared in English, it has become the classic text
on the subject -- read, dog-eared, borrowed, and discussed.Vanier is not a rosy idealist. That is because his writing is
based not on theories, but on a wealth of wisdom gleaned over many years living in community, experiencing difficult
days and joyous celebrations, times of struggle and hard-won success, moments of doubt and inspiration. He
acknowledges the inevitable little frustrations of a life lived with and for others, but he also helps the reader see that
without struggle there is no true growth.
Can a barren city lot become a church? This is the story of an audacious journey. It's the story of what happens when
people garden, worship, and eat together--and invite anyone and everyone to join them. In This Is God's Table, writer
and pastor Anna Woofenden describes the way that the wealthy and the poor, the aged and the young, the housed and
unhoused become a community in this once-empty lot. Together they plant and sustain a thriving urban farm, worship
God, and share a weekly meal. Together they craft a shared life and a place of authenticity where all are welcome.
Readers of Nadia Bolz-Weber, Sara Miles, and Diana Butler Bass will find here a kindred vision for a church without
walls. As churches across the Western world wither, what would it take to find a raw, honest, gritty way of doing
church--one rooted in place, nurtured by grace, and grounded in God's expansive love? What would it take to carry the
liturgy outside the gates? What if we were to discover that in feeding others, we are fed? This is God's table. Come and
eat.
Opening Israel's Scriptures is a collection of thirty-six essays on the Hebrew Bible, from Genesis to Chronicles, which
gives powerful insight into the complexity and inexhaustibility of the Hebrew Scriptures as a theological resource. Based
on more than two decades of lectures on Old Testament interpretation, Ellen F. Davis offers a selective yet
comprehensive guide to the core concepts, literary patterns, storylines, and theological perspectives that are central to
Israel's Scriptures. Underlying the whole study is the primary assumption that each book of the canon has literary and
theological coherence, though not uniformity. In both her close readings of individual texts and in her broad
demonstrations of the coherence of whole books, Davis models the best practices of contemporary exegesis, integrating
Page 3/4

File Type PDF Making Room Recovering Hospitality As A Christian Tradition
the insights of contemporary scholars with those of classical theological resources in Jewish and Christian traditions.
Throughout, she keeps an eye to the experiences and concerns of contemporary readers, showing through multiple
examples that the critical interpretation of texts is provisional, open-ended work--a collaboration across generations and
cultures. Ultimately what she offers is an invitation into the more spacious world that the Bible discloses, which
challenges ordinary conceptions of how things "really" are.
What did God use to draw a radical, committed unbeliever to himself? Did God take her to an evangelistic rally? Or, since
she had her doctorate in literature, did he use something in print? No, God used an invitation to dinner in a modest home,
from a humble couple who lived out the gospel daily, simply, and authentically. With this story of her conversion as a
backdrop, Rosaria Butterfield invites us into her home to show us how God can use this same “radical, ordinary
hospitality” to bring the gospel to our lost friends and neighbors. Such hospitality sees our homes as not our own, but as
God’s tools for the furtherance of his kingdom as we welcome those who look, think, believe, and act differently from us
into our everyday, sometimes messy lives—helping them see what true Christian faith really looks like.
God is a missionary God. God is also hospitable in his nature. He makes his enemies friends and invites them to intimate
communion. The mission of God in Scripture often occurs through hospitality when God’s people encounter the not-yet
people of God at table or in hospitable environments and invite them to believe. This motif of mission as hospitality plays
out through the Old and New Testament Scriptures, and through the Eucharist. It can also be observed through the
witness of monks and contemporary missionaries who embraced a hospitable approach to mission. For the church to
participate in God’s mission today, a vision to win, conquer, or change the world should be exchanged for a conviction to
welcome the stranger and make room for others while proclaiming the gospel—that is, to imitate the hospitable God in
mission.
The inspiration for the TV show At Home with Amy Sedaris, here is a hilarious, helpful, and informative guide on how to
entertain. Are you lacking direction in how to whip up a swanky soiree for lumberjacks? A dinner party for white-collar
workers? A festive gathering for the grieving? Don't despair! Take a cue from entertaining expert Amy Sedaris and host
an unforgettable fete that will have your guests raving. No matter the style or size of the gathering - from the
straightforward to the bizarre - I LIKE YOU provides jackpot recipes and solid advice laced with Amy's blisteringly funny
take on entertaining, plus four-color photos and enlightening sidebars on everything it takes to pull off a party with
extraordinary flair. You don't even need to be a host or hostess to benefit - Amy offers tips for guests, too! (Rule number
one: don't be fifteen minutes early.) Readers will discover unique dishes to serve alcoholics ("Broiled Frozen Chicken
Wings with Applesauce"), the secret to a successful children's party (a half-hour time limit, games included), plus a whole
appendix chock-full of arts and crafts ideas (from a mini-pantyhose plant-hanger to a do-it-yourself calf stretcher), and
much, much more! "In At Home with Amy Sedaris, Ms. Sedaris offers deliriously twisted takes on the homemaking skills
she skewered in her books I Like You and Simple Times." -- The New York Times AmySedarisRocks.com
Instagram.com/AmySedaris Facebook.com/AmySedarisOfficial Youtube.com/OfficialAmySedaris
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