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"This two-volume collection provides a comprehensive overview of the past seventy
years of public choice research, written by experts in the fields surveyed. The individual
chapters are more than simple surveys, but provide readers with both a sense of the
progress made and puzzles that remain. Most are written with upper level
undergraduate and graduate students in economics and political science in mind, but
many are completely accessible to non-expert readers who are interested in Public
Choice research. The two-volume set will be of broad interest to social scientists, policy
analysts, and historians"-Publisher Description
The "British Elections and Parties" series publishes research on parties, elections and
voting behaviour in Britain, providing analyses of current and historical developments. It
is produced under the auspices of the Political Studies Association's Election, Public
Opinion and Parties study group. Volume 9 includes research based around four
themes: electoral reform; partisanship and voting; parliamentary behaviour; and the
attitudes of the young. It provides a source of data on public opinion polls, a summary
of local election results, UK referendums, key economic indicators, political parties and
a chronology of major political events in 1998.
This topical book analyses the change of electoral rules in Italy from proportional
representation toward plurality. While Italy is used as the illustrative case, the analysis
has far-ranging theoretical and practical implications, and will therefore be of interest to
academics and researchers of political economy, constitutionalism and public choice.
With approval voting, voters can approve of as many candidates as they want, and the
one approved by the most voters wins. This book surveys a wide variety of empirical
and theoretical knowledge accumulated from years of studying this method of voting.
Making Votes CountStrategic Coordination in the World's Electoral SystemsCambridge
University Press
This book presents a collection of papers illustrating the variety of "experimental"
methodologies used to study voting. Experimental methods include laboratory
experiments in the tradition of political psychology, laboratory experiments with
monetary incentives, in the economic tradition, survey experiments (varying survey,
question wording, framing or content), as well as various kinds of field experimentation.
Topics include the behavior of voters (in particular turnout, vote choice, and strategic
voting), the behavior of parties and candidates, and the comparison of electoral rules.
Political Games uses bold visuals and cases from contemporary politics to present fortynine of the most compelling insights from game theory, illuminating the common logics
underlying political problems. Each game is depicted graphically and accompanied by a
concise explanation and technical notes. Collectively, these games reveal profound
connections between seemingly disparate social situations, from figuring out when to
send troops to the battlefield to strategizing on how to protect the environment.
Political scientists have long classified systems of government as parliamentary or presidential,
two-party or multiparty, and so on. But such distinctions often fail to provide useful insights. For
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example, how are we to compare the United States, a presidential bicameral regime with two
weak parties, to Denmark, a parliamentary unicameral regime with many strong parties? Veto
Players advances an important, new understanding of how governments are structured. The
real distinctions between political systems, contends George Tsebelis, are to be found in the
extent to which they afford political actors veto power over policy choices. Drawing richly on
game theory, he develops a scheme by which governments can thus be classified. He shows
why an increase in the number of "veto players," or an increase in their ideological distance
from each other, increases policy stability, impeding significant departures from the status quo.
Policy stability affects a series of other key characteristics of polities, argues the author. For
example, it leads to high judicial and bureaucratic independence, as well as high government
instability (in parliamentary systems). The propositions derived from the theoretical framework
Tsebelis develops in the first part of the book are tested in the second part with various data
sets from advanced industrialized countries, as well as analysis of legislation in the European
Union. Representing the first consistent and consequential theory of comparative politics, Veto
Players will be welcomed by students and scholars as a defining text of the discipline. From
the preface to the Italian edition: ? "Tsebelis has produced what is today the most original
theory for the understanding of the dynamics of contemporary regimes. . . . This book promises
to remain a lasting contribution to political analysis."--Gianfranco Pasquino, Professor of
Political Science, University of Bologna
The most comprehensive study of Romanian politics ever published abroad, this volume
represents an effort to collect and analyze data on the complex problems of Romania's journey
from sultanistic national communism to a yet-unreached democratic government.
This is the first comprehensive critical evaluation of the use of rational choice theory in political
science. Writing in an accessible and nontechnical style, Donald P. Green and Ian Shapiro
assess rational choice theory where it is reputed to be most successful: the study of collective
action, the behavior of political parties and politicians, and such phenomena as voting cycles
and Prisoner's Dilemmas. In their hard-hitting critique, Green and Shapiro demonstrate that the
much heralded achievements of rational choice theory are in fact deeply suspect and that
fundamental rethinking is needed if rational choice theorists are to contribute to the
understanding of politics. In their final chapters, they anticipate and respond to a variety of
possible rational choice responses to their arguments, thereby initiating a dialogue that is
bound to continue for some time.
Within an explicitly comparative framework, Are Politics Local? provides a statistically-based
and graphical account of party nationalization, and its opposite localism. This book analyzes
dozens of countries in both advanced and developing democracies, and will be of interest to an
academic audience interested in comparative political parties.
Parties, governments and elites are at the core of the study of democracy. The traditional view
is that parties as collective actors play a paramount role in the democratic process. However,
this classical perspective has been challenged by political actors, observers of modern
democracy as well as political scientists. Modern political parties assume different roles,
contemporary leaders can more heavily influence politics, governments face new constraints
and new collective bodies continue to form, propose new ways of participation and policy
making, and attract citizens and activists. In the light of these observations, the comparative
study of democracy faces a number of important and still largely unsolved questions that the
present volume will address.
Voters do not always choose their preferred candidate on election day. Often they cast their
ballots to prevent a particular outcome, as when their own preferred candidate has no hope of
winning and they want to prevent another, undesirable candidate’s victory; or, they vote to
promote a single-party majority in parliamentary systems, when their own candidate is from a
party that has no hope of winning. In their thought-provoking book The Many Faces of
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Strategic Voting, Laura B. Stephenson, John H. Aldrich, and André Blais first provide a
conceptual framework for understanding why people vote strategically, and what the
differences are between sincere and strategic voting behaviors. Expert contributors then
explore the many facets of strategic voting through case studies in Great Britain, Spain,
Canada, Japan, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, and the European Union.
Increasingly, political scientists use the term 'experiment' or 'experimental' to describe their
empirical research. One of the primary reasons for doing so is the advantage of experiments in
establishing causal inferences. In this book, Rebecca B. Morton and Kenneth C. Williams
discuss in detail how experiments and experimental reasoning with observational data can
help researchers determine causality. They explore how control and random assignment
mechanisms work, examining both the Rubin causal model and the formal theory approaches
to causality. They also cover general topics in experimentation such as the history of
experimentation in political science; internal and external validity of experimental research;
types of experiments - field, laboratory, virtual, and survey - and how to choose, recruit, and
motivate subjects in experiments. They investigate ethical issues in experimentation, the
process of securing approval from institutional review boards for human subject research, and
the use of deception in experimentation.
Demonstrates that the majority party seizes agenda control at nearly every stage of the
legislative process.

According to the Duvergerian theories, in the long run, only viable parties are
expected to stand for elections. Non-viable parties should join a pre-electoral
coalition with another party or withdraw from competition entirely. Why then do
non-viable political parties throughout the world systematically continue
presenting candidates? This book responds to this evident but unanswered
question to create a general theory about deviations from the Duvergerian
equilibrium. The author argues that, far from being just a random or irrational
decision, the choice of political parties to present candidates when they do not
expect to achieve representation can be explained by the overlap of electoral
arenas, that generate opportunities for viable parties to present candidates where
they are non-viable. In sum, political parties will take advantage of their viability in
an arena to present candidacies in other arenas where they do not have chances
to become viable. The building of this new theory on electoral contamination
allows the construction of a new and more encompassing conceptual framework
through which to make sense of what, until now, has been understood as
disparate phenomena and contributes to a better understanding of political
parties’ strategic behaviour.
Profiles nearly two hundred important contributors to the field of American
political science, offering brief biographies and commentary on their works and
theoretical arguments.
The Oxford Handbook of Public Choice provides a comprehensive overview of
the research in economics, political science, law, and sociology that has
generated considerable insight into the politics of democratic and authoritarian
systems as well as the influence of different institutional frameworks on
incentives and outcomes. The result is an improved understanding of public
policy, public finance, industrial organization, and macroeconomics as the
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combination of political and economic analysis shed light on how various
interests compete both within a given rules of the games and, at times, to change
the rules. These volumes include analytical surveys, syntheses, and general
overviews of the many subfields of public choice focusing on interesting,
important, and at times contentious issues. Throughout the focus is on enhancing
understanding how political and economic systems act and interact, and how
they might be improved. Both volumes combine methodological analysis with
substantive overviews of key topics. This first volume covers voting and
elections; interest group competition and rent seeking, including corruption and
various normative approaches to evaluating policies and politics. Throughout
both volumes important analytical concepts and tools are discussed, including
their application to substantive topics. Readers will gain increased understanding
of rational choice and its implications for collective action; various explanations of
voting, including economic and expressive; the role of taxation and finance in
government dynamics; how trust and persuasion influence political outcomes;
and how revolution, coups, and authoritarianism can be explained by the same
set of analytical tools as enhance understanding of the various forms of
democracy.
Technology and particularly the Internet have caused many changes in the realm
of politics. Aspects of engineering, computer science, mathematics, or natural
science can be applied to politics. Politicians and candidates use their own
websites and social network profiles to get their message out. Revolutions in
many countries in the Middle East and North Africa have started in large part due
to social networking websites such as Facebook and Twitter. Social networking
has also played a role in protests and riots in numerous countries. The
mainstream media no longer has a monopoly on political commentary as
anybody can set up a blog or post a video online. Now, political activists can
network together online. The Handbook of Research on Politics in the Computer
Age is a pivotal reference source that serves to increase the understanding of
methods for politics in the computer age, the effectiveness of these methods, and
tools for analyzing these methods. The book includes research chapters on
different aspects of politics with information technology, engineering, computer
science, or math, from 27 researchers at 20 universities and research
organizations in Belgium, Brazil, Cape Verde, Egypt, Finland, France, Hungary,
Italy, Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, Portugal, and the United States of America.
Highlighting topics such as online campaigning and fake news, the prospective
audience includes, but is not limited to, researchers, political and public policy
analysts, political scientists, engineers, computer scientists, political campaign
managers and staff, politicians and their staff, political operatives, professors,
students, and individuals working in the fields of politics, e-politics, e-government,
new media and communication studies, and Internet marketing.
Since the Treaty of the European Union was ratified in 1993, the European Union
has become an important factor in an ever-increasing number of regimes of
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pooled sovereignty. This Handbook seeks to present a valuable guide to this new
and unique system in the twenty-first century, allowing readers to obtain a better
understanding of the emerging multilevel European governance system that links
national polities to Europe and the global community. Adopting a pan-European
approach, this Handbook brings together the work of leading international
academics to cover a wide range of topics such as: the historical and theoretical
background the political systems and institutions of both the EU and its individual
member nations political parties and party systems political elites civil society and
social movements in European politics the political economy of Europe public
administration and policy-making external policies of the EU. This is an
invaluable and comprehensive resource for students, scholars, researchers and
practitioners of the European Union, European politics and comparative politics.
The Handbook of Electoral Behaviour is an authoritative and wide ranging survey
of this dynamic field, drawing together a team of the world's leading scholars to
provide a state-of-the-art review that sets the agenda for future study.
But although all leftists will benefit from unifying behind a single candidate, they
may not agree on which candidate that should be. Analogous coordination
problems - and with them the necessity of negotiating withdrawals, strategic
voting, and other species of strategic coordination - arise in all electoral systems.
Four laws of party seats and votes are constructed by logic and tested, using
physics-like approaches which are rare in social sciences.
This text explores elections as instruments of democracy. Focusing on elections in 20
democracies over the last 25 years, it examines the differences between two visions of
democracy - the majoritarian vision and the proportional influence vision.
The study of elections, voting behavior and public opinion are arguably among the most
prominent and intensively researched sub-fields within Political Science. It is an
evolving sub-field, both in terms of theoretical focus and in particular, technical
developments and has made a considerable impact on popular understanding of the
core components of liberal democracies in terms of electoral systems and outcomes,
changes in public opinion and the aggregation of interests. This handbook details the
key developments and state of the art research across elections, voting behavior and
the public opinion by providing both an advanced overview of each core area and
engaging in debate about the relative merits of differing approaches in a
comprehensive and accessible way. Bringing geographical scope and depth, with
comparative chapters that draw on material from across the globe, it will be a key
reference point both for advanced level students and researchers developing
knowledge and producing new material in these sub-fields and beyond. The Routledge
Handbook of Elections, Voting Behavior and Public Opinion is an authoritative and key
reference text for students, academics and researchers engaged in the study of
electoral research, public opinion and voting behavior.
This book explores how global institutions have created democratic deficits, and the
role of the courts in mitigating the effects of globalization.
The benefits of using technology to remake government seem almost infinite. The
promise of such programs as user-friendly "virtual agencies" and portals where citizens
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can access all sections of government from a single website has excited international
attention. The potential of a digital state cannot be realized, however, unless the rigid
structures of the contemporary bureaucratic state change along with the times. Building
the Virtual State explains how the American public sector must evolve and adapt to
exploit the possibilities of digital governance fully and fairly. The book finds that many
issues involved in integrating technology and government have not been adequately
debated or even recognized. Drawing from a rich collection of case studies, the book
argues that the real challenges lie not in achieving the technical capability of creating a
government on the web, but rather in overcoming the entrenched organizational and
political divisions within the state. Questions such as who pays for new government
websites, which agencies will maintain the sites, and who will ensure that the privacy of
citizens is respected reveal the extraordinary obstacles that confront efforts to create a
virtual state. These political and structural battles will influence not only how the
American state will be remade in the Information Age, but also who will be the winners
and losers in a digital society.
The papers collected in this volume focus on new perspectives on individuals, society,
and science, specifically in the field of socio-economic systems. The book is the result
of a scientific collaboration among experts from “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of
Ia?i (Romania), “G. d’Annunzio” University of Chieti-Pescara (Italy), "University of
Defence" of Brno (Czech Republic), and "Pablo de Olavide" University of Sevilla
(Spain). The heterogeneity of the contributions presented in this volume reflects the
variety and complexity of social phenomena. The book is divided in four Sections as
follows. The first Section deals with recent trends in social decisions. Specifically, it
aims to understand which are the driving forces of social decisions. The second Section
focuses on the social and public sphere. Indeed, it is oriented on recent developments
in social systems and control. Trends in quantitative theories and models are described
in Section 3, where many new formal, mathematical-statistical tools for modelling
complex social phenomena are presented. Finally, Section 4 shows integrative theories
and models; particularly, it deals with the ethical, cultural and political approaches to
social science, the pedagogical methods, and the relationship between literature,
politics, religion and society. The book is addressed to sociologists, philosophers,
mathematicians, statisticians, people interested in ethics, and specialists in the fields of
communication, social, and political sciences.
A range of countries are surveyed to throw light on these processes, and broad
analysis conducted of the nature of conservatism in post-communist Europe and the
role of transnational party co-operation in fostering processes of
Europeanization."--Jacket.
The Elections in Israel--2003 brings together leading Israeli and North American social
scientists and their state-of-the-art, in-depth analysis of the 2003 Israeli national
elections. These elections returned Ariel Sharon and the Likud to power amid one of
the bloodiest rounds of conflict between Israel and the Palestinians and a severe
economic downturn in Israel. Contributors analyze the electoral behavior of the voters
as a whole and various subgroups, highlighting social cleavages and identity, as well as
issues and other strategic considerations. Three chapters analyze in detail the Arab,
the national-religious, and the "Russian" vote. The 2003 elections saw Israel's return to
the family of parliamentary nations after it experimented with the direct election of the
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prime minister from 1996 through 2001. The impact of the adoption and repeal of this
unique Israeli system of government is another major topic covered in this volume, and
several contributions explore the impact of these changes upon the electorate, the party
system, and party financing. Other unusual features of the 2003 elections were the low
turnout levels among Jewish and Arab voters; political moves to disqualify Arab
candidates and lists from running for office, which were overruled by the Supreme
Court of Israel; the collapse of the left, the spectacular showing of the centrist Shinui
party, and the dominant status of the Likud in the Knesset and in Israeli politics.
Through its focus on the 2003 elections, this volume also illuminates developments and
changes in Israeli society and politics. Many of these developments--multiculturalism,
changes in social stratification, the growing role of the judiciary and of the media, and
political reforms--characterize other Western democracies as well, and these are
discussed from a comparative perspective. The Elections in Israel--2003 will be of
particular interest to those concerned with politics in Israel as well as those concerned
with comparative politics and elections in general. Asher Arian is Distinguished
Professor of Political Science at the Graduate Center of the City University of New
York, a senior research fellow at the Israel Democracy Institute, and professor of
political science at the University of Haifa. Michal Shamir is professor of political
science at Tel Aviv University.
A rational choice model analyses the problems of voter choice, the emergence of partly
loyalty and cabinet government in Victorian England.
Take the number of seats in a representative assembly and the number of seats in districts
through which this assembly is elected. From just these two numbers, the authors of Votes
from Seats show that it is possible to deduce the number of parties in the assembly and in the
electorate, as well as the size of the largest party. Inside parties, the vote distributions of
individual candidates likewise follow predictable patterns. Four laws of party seats and votes
are constructed by logic and tested, using scientific approaches rare in social sciences. Both
complex and simple electoral systems are covered, and the book offers a set of 'best practices'
for electoral system design. The ability to predict so much from so little, and to apply to
countries worldwide, is an advance in the systematic analysis of a core institutional feature
found in any democracy, and points the way towards making social sciences more predictive.
A survey of democratic institutions and republics reveals the aristocratic origins of democracy.
This volume in 15 chapters serves as a useful overview of various significant aspects of the
new trends of political participation in Hong Kong. Written by a team of experts who have been
astute observers of Hong Kong Politics, the book covers a wide spectrum of topics ranging
from a conventional understanding of political participation (e.g., the activities of political
parties and interest groups) to a more specialized form of participation (e.g., the relationships
between government and legislators in policy-making). The study of the rise of new social
movements by the Post-80s generation would be of particular interest to those who are keen to
comprehend the sharpening inter-generational differences. There will be a readership among
academics and university students. This can also be a valuable reference for the media, policymakers, or anyone interested in Hong Kong politics. This book is published by City University
of Hong Kong Press. ????????????
The second edition of Legislative Leviathan provides an incisive new look at the inner workings
of the House of Representatives in the post-World War II era. Re-evaluating the role of parties
and committees, Gary W. Cox and Mathew D. McCubbins view parties in the House especially majority parties - as a species of 'legislative cartel'. These cartels seize the power,
theoretically resident in the House, to make rules governing the structure and process of
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legislation. Most of the cartel's efforts are focused on securing control of the legislative agenda
for its members. The first edition of this book had significant influence on the study of American
politics and is essential reading for students of Congress, the presidency, and the political
party system.
Examining 36 democracies from 1945 to 2010, this text arrives at conclusions about what type
of democracy works best. It demonstrates that consensual systems stimulate economic
growth, control inflation and unemployment, and limit budget deficits.
Electoral Systems examines the six principle types of electoral system currently in use in more
than seventy of the world's democracies. A common format is adopted throughout, dealing with
explanations of how the system operates and its effects on the political system.
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