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The most authoritative life of the Chinese leader
every written, Mao: The Unknown Story is based on
a decade of research, and on interviews with many
of Mao’s close circle in China who have never
talked before — and with virtually everyone outside
China who had significant dealings with him. It is full
of startling revelations, exploding the myth of the
Long March, and showing a completely unknown
Mao: he was not driven by idealism or ideology; his
intimate and intricate relationship with Stalin went
back to the 1920s, ultimately bringing him to power;
he welcomed Japanese occupation of much of
China; and he schemed, poisoned, and blackmailed
to get his way. After Mao conquered China in 1949,
his secret goal was to dominate the world. In chasing
this dream he caused the deaths of 38 million people
in the greatest famine in history. In all, well over 70
million Chinese perished under Mao’s rule — in
peacetime.
China’s Communist Party seized power in 1949
after a long guerrilla insurgency followed by full-scale
war, but the revolution was just beginning. Andrew
Walder narrates the rise and fall of the Maoist state
from 1949 to 1976—an epoch of startling
accomplishments and disastrous failures, steered by
many forces but dominated above all by Mao
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Zedong.
Although many books have explored Mao's
posthumous legacy, none has scrutinized the
massive worship that was fostered around him
during the Cultural Revolution. This book is the first
to do so. By analyzing secret archival documents,
Daniel Leese traces the history of the cult within the
Communist Party and at the grassroots level. The
party leadership's original intention was to develop a
prominent brand symbol, which would compete with
the nationalists' elevation of Chiang Kai-shek.
However, they did not anticipate that Mao would use
this symbolic power to mobilize Chinese youth to
rebel against party bureaucracy itself. The result was
anarchy and when the army was called in it relied on
mandatory rituals of worship such as daily reading of
the Little Red Book to restore order. Such fascinating
detail sheds light not only on the personality cult of
Mao, but also on hero-worship in other traditions.
Representing a lifetime of research and writing by
noted historian Arif Dirlik, the essays collected here
explore developments in Chinese socialism and the
issues that have occupied historians of the Chinese
revolution for the past three decades. Dirlik engages
Chinese socialism critically but with sympathy for the
aspirations of revolutionaries who found the hope of
social, political, and cultural liberation in Communist
alternatives to capitalism and the intellectual
inspiration to realize their hopes in Marxist theory.
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The book's historical approach to Marxist theory
emphasizes its global relevance while avoiding
dogmatic and Eurocentric limitations. These incisive
essays range from the origins of socialism in the
early twentieth century, through the victory of the
Communists in mid-century, to the virtual
abandonment by century's end of any pretense to a
socialist revolutionary project by the leadership of
the Chinese Communist Party. All that remains of
the revolution in historical hindsight are memories of
its failures and misdeeds, but Dirlik retains a critical
perspective not just toward the past but also toward
the ideological hegemonies of the present. Taken
together, his writings reaffirm the centrality of the
revolution to modern Chinese history. They also
illuminate the fundamental importance of Marxism to
grasping the flaws of capitalist modernity, despite the
fact that in the end the socialist response was unable
to transcend the social and ideological horizons of
capitalism.
Each of the ten chapters in Women, Gender, and
Technology explores a different aspect of how
gender and technology work--and are at work--in
particular domains, including film narratives,
reproductive technologies, information technology,
and the profession of engineering. The volume's
contributors include representatives of over half a
dozen different disciplines, and each provides a
novel perspective on the foundational idea that
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gender and technology co-create one another.
Together, their articles provide a window on to the
rich and complex issues that arise in the attempt to
understand the relationship between these
profoundly intertwined notions.
The much-anticipated definitive account of China's
Great Famine An estimated thirty-six million Chinese
men, women, and children starved to death during
China's Great Leap Forward in the late 1950s and
early '60s. One of the greatest tragedies of the
twentieth century, the famine is poorly understood,
and in China is still euphemistically referred to as
"the three years of natural disaster." As a journalist
with privileged access to official and unofficial
sources, Yang Jisheng spent twenty years piecing
together the events that led to mass nationwide
starvation, including the death of his own father.
Finding no natural causes, Yang attributes
responsibility for the deaths to China's totalitarian
system and the refusal of officials at every level to
value human life over ideology and self-interest.
Tombstone is a testament to inhumanity and
occasional heroism that pits collective memory
against the historical amnesia imposed by those in
power. Stunning in scale and arresting in its detailed
account of the staggering human cost of this
tragedy, Tombstone is written both as a memorial to
the lives lost—an enduring tombstone in memory of
the dead—and in hopeful anticipation of the final
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demise of the totalitarian system. Ian Johnson,
writing in The New York Review of Books, called the
Chinese edition of Tombstone "groundbreaking . . .
One of the most important books to come out of
China in recent years."
Chairman Mao's role in masterminding China's
Cultural Revolution and why he did it is explained in
a detailed portrait that offers the most authoritative
account to date of the events, personalities, and
repercussions of the period.
Over the course of 66 days in 1967, more than 9,000
Chinese "class enemies" - including young children
and the elderly - were murdered in Dao, a county in
the Hunan province. Commonly known as the
Daoxian massacre, the killings were one of the many
acts of mass violence and radicalism thatrocked
China during the Cultural Revolution. However, in
spite of the scope and brutality of the killings, there
are few detailed accounts of what took place on the
ground. Years after the massacre, writer and editor
Tan Hecheng was sent to Dao to report on the
official investigation into the killings. Unable to
publish his findings in China, in The Killing Wind he
provides a first-hand investigation of the atrocities,
exploring how and why the massacre took place.
Tanblends his research with the recollections of
survivors, offering a vivid account of the massacre
and its aftermath. Dispelling much of Mao Zedong's
mythos of peasant revolution, Tan reveals that the
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killings were unprovoked, and carried out with
stomach-churning brutality. Far from the
tyrannicallandlords depicted in revolutionary
propaganda, most of the victims were hard-working,
peaceful people who were technically considered
part of the rural middle class. Other victims were
peasants themselves, targeted because they had
offended their killers in political or financial disputes.
More than a catalog of horrors, Tan also offers a
poignant meditation on memory, moral culpability,
and the failure of the Chinese government to come
to terms with the crimes of the Maoist era. By
painting a detailed portrait of the massacres, The
Killing Wind makes a broader argument about the
longterm consequences of one of the twentieth
century's greatest human tragedies. A compelling
testament to the victims and survivors of the Daoxian
massacre, The Killing Wind is a monument to
historical truth, one that fills an immense gap in our
understanding of Mao, the Cultural Revolution, and
thestatus of truth in contemporary China.
China's bold program of reforms launched in the late
1970s--the move to a market economy and the opening to the
outside world--ended the political chaos and economic
stagnation of the Cultural Revolution and sparked China's
unprecedented economic boom. Yet, while the reforms made
possible a rising standard of living for the majority of China's
population, they came at the cost of a weakening central
government, increasing inequalities, and fragmenting society.
The essays of Barry Naughton, Joseph Fewsmith, Paul H. B.
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Godwin, Murray Scot Tanner, Lianjiang Li and Kevin J.
O'Brien, Tianjian Shi, Martin King Whyte, Thomas P.
Bernstein, Dorothy J. Solinger, David S. G. Goodman, Kristen
Parris, Merle Goldman, Elizabeth J. Perry, and Richard Baum
and Alexei Shevchenko analyze the contradictory impact of
China's economic reforms on its political system and social
structure. They explore the changing patterns of the
relationship between state and society that may have more
profound significance for China than all the revolutionary
movements that have convulsed it through most of the
twentieth century.
This book covers the entire life of Deng Xiaoping. Starting
with his childhood and student years to the post-Tiananmen
era.
Fractured Rebellion is the first full-length account of the
evolution of China's Red Guard Movement in Beijing, the
nation's capital, from its beginnings in 1966 to its forcible
suppression in 1968. Andrew Walder combines historical
narrative with sociological analysis as he explores the radical
student movement's crippling factionalism, devastating social
impact, and ultimate failure.
The essays that make up this volume offer the reader a full
introduction to, and analysis of, the politics of the People's
Republic of China from 1949 to the mid 1990s
Mao Zedong's political career spanned more than half a
century. The ideas he championed transformed one of the
largest nations on earth and inspired revolutionary
movements across the world. Even today Mao lives on in
China, where he is regarded by many as a near-mythical
figure, and in the West, where a burgeoning literature
continues to debate his memory. In this book, leading
scholars from different generations and around the world offer
a critical evaluation of the life and legacy of China's most
famous - some would say infamous - son. The book brings
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the scholarship on Mao up to date, and its alternative
perspectives equip readers to assess for themselves the
nature of this mercurial figure and his significance in modern
Chinese history.
Draws on extensive, previously unavailable Russian
documents to reveal details about Mao Zedong's rise to
power and leadership in China, covering such topics as his
health, alleged affairs, and controversial political decisions.
As a five-feet-three-inch hunchback who weighed about 100
pounds, Homer Lea (1876–1912), was an unlikely candidate
for life on the battlefield, yet he became a world-renowned
military hero. Homer Lea: American Soldier of Fortune paints
a revealing portrait of a diminutive yet determined man who
never earned his valor on the field of battle, but left an
indelible mark on his times. Lawrence M. Kaplan draws from
extensive research to illuminate the life of a "man of mystery,"
while also yielding a clearer understanding of the early
twentieth-century Chinese underground reform and
revolutionary movements. Lea's career began in the inner
circles of a powerful Chinese movement in San Francisco that
led him to a generalship during the Boxer Rebellion. Fixated
with commanding his own Chinese army, Lea's inflated
aspirations were almost always dashed by reality. Although
he never achieved the leadership role for which he strived, he
became a trusted advisor to revolutionary leader Dr. Sun Yatsen during the 1911 revolution that overthrew the Manchu
Dynasty. As an author, Lea garnered fame for two books on
geopolitics: The Valor of Ignorance, which examined
weaknesses in the American defenses and included dire
warnings of an impending Japanese-American war, and The
Day of the Saxon, which predicted the decline of the British
Empire. More than a character study, Homer Lea provides
insight into the establishment and execution of underground
reform and revolutionary movements within U.S. immigrant
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communities and in southern China, as well as early twentiethcentury geopolitical thought.
Winner of the Samuel Johnson Prize An unprecedented,
groundbreaking history of China's Great Famine that recasts
the era of Mao Zedong and the history of the People's
Republic of China. "Between 1958 and 1962, China
descended into hell. Mao Zedong threw his country into a
frenzy with the Great Leap Forward, an attempt to catch up to
and overtake Britain in less than 15 years The experiment
ended in the greatest catastrophe the country had ever
known, destroying tens of millions of lives." So opens Frank
Dikötter's riveting, magnificently detailed chronicle of an era in
Chinese history much speculated about but never before fully
documented because access to Communist Party archives
has long been restricted to all but the most trusted historians.
A new archive law has opened up thousands of central and
provincial documents that "fundamentally change the way
one can study the Maoist era." Dikötter makes clear, as
nobody has before, that far from being the program that
would lift the country among the world's superpowers and
prove the power of Communism, as Mao imagined, the Great
Leap Forward transformed the country in the other direction.
It became the site not only of "one of the most deadly mass
killings of human history,"--at least 45 million people were
worked, starved, or beaten to death--but also of "the greatest
demolition of real estate in human history," as up to one-third
of all housing was turned into rubble). The experiment was a
catastrophe for the natural world as well, as the land was
savaged in the maniacal pursuit of steel and other industrial
accomplishments. In a powerful mesghing of exhaustive
research in Chinese archives and narrative drive, Dikötter for
the first time links up what happened in the corridors of powerthe vicious backstabbing and bullying tactics that took place
among party leaders-with the everyday experiences of
Page 9/21

Read Book Maos Last Revolution Roderick
Macfarquhar
ordinary people, giving voice to the dead and
disenfranchised. His magisterial account recasts the history of
the People's Republic of China.

Many books offer information about the world’s most
populous country, but few make sense of what is
truly at stake. Thirty of the world’s leading China
experts—affiliates of Harvard’s renowned Fairbank
Center for Chinese Studies—answer key questions
about where this new superpower is headed and
what makes its people and their leaders tick.
The Cultural Revolution was a watershed event in
the history of the People's Republic of China, the
defining decade of half a century of communist rule.
Before 1966, China was a typical communist state,
with a command economy and a powerful party able
to keep the population under control. But during the
Cultural Revolution, in a move unprecedented in any
communist country, Mao unleashed the Red Guards
against the party. Tens of thousands of officials were
humiliated, tortured, and even killed. Order had to be
restored by the military, whose methods were often
equally brutal. In a masterly book, Roderick
MacFarquhar and Michael Schoenhals explain why
Mao launched the Cultural Revolution, and show his
Machiavellian role in masterminding it (which
Chinese publications conceal). In often horrifying
detail, they document the Hobbesian state that
ensued. The movement veered out of control and
terror paralyzed the country. Power struggles raged
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among Lin Biao, Zhou Enlai, Deng Xiaoping, and
Jiang Qing--Mao's wife and leader of the Gang of
Four--while Mao often played one against the other.
After Mao's death, in reaction to the killing and the
chaos, Deng Xiaoping led China into a reform era in
which capitalism flourishes and the party has lost its
former authority. In its invaluable critical analysis of
Chairman Mao and its brilliant portrait of a culture in
turmoil, "Mao's Last Revolution" offers the most
authoritative and compelling account to date of this
seminal event in the history of China.
This pathbreaking book offers the first in-depth study
of Chinese labor activism during the momentous
upheaval of the Cultural Revolution. Arguing that
labor was working at cross purposes, the authors
explore three distinctive and different forms of
working-class protest: rebellion, conservatism, and
economism. Drawing upon a wealth of heretofore
inaccessible archival sources, the authors probe the
divergent political, psychocultural, and
socioeconomic strains within the Shanghai labor
movement, convincingly illustrating the complexity of
working-class politics in contemporary China. }This
pathbreaking book offers the first in-depth study of
Chinese labor activism during the momentous
upheaval of the Cultural Revolution. The authors
explore three distinctive forms of working-class
protest: rebellion, conservatism, and economism.
Labor, they argue, was working at cross-purposes
Page 11/21

Read Book Maos Last Revolution Roderick
Macfarquhar
through these three modes of militancy promoted by
different types of leaders with differing agendas and
motivations. Drawing upon a wealth of heretofore
inaccessible archival sources, the authors probe the
divergent political, psychocultural, and
socioeconomic strains within the Shanghai labor
movement. As they convincingly illustrate, the
multiplicity of worker responses to the Cultural
Revolution cautions against a one-dimensional
portrait of working-class politics in contemporary
China. }
The second volume in a trilogy which examines the
politics, economics, culture and international
relations of Chines from the mid-1950s to he
mid-1960s, this volume tells the story of the Great
Leap Forward -- Mao's utopian attempt to propel
China economically and socially into the twenty-fist
century by mobilizing his nation's greatest asset: its
disciplined, manpower. The effort produced
economic disaster and political dissension, and
helped to precipitate the Sino-Soviet split. Today's
leaders point to it as the beginning of two decades of
national trauma, which ended only after the death of
Mao and the purge of the Gang of Four. Those
leaders have recently authorized the release of a
mass of new documentation in the form of political
reminiscences, economic statistics, and leaders'
speeches. This volume is the first scholarly work to
use the new material comprehensively, weaving it
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into the narrative along with the contemporary record
and the revelations published in Red Guard
newspapers during the cultural revolution. The result
is the most detailed account and analysis to date of
what went wrong and why.
Tracks China's transformation from the
establishment of the People's Republic to its rise as
a superpower in the twenty-first century.
“This book is classic Perry -- elegantly and clearly
written, based on rich and previously unexplored
source material, full of human detail on political
actors at the local level, presenting a gripping
narrative and a clear analytical thrust. Perry’s
account of Anyuan is fresh and original, making a
convincing case for the area’s enduring contribution
to the revolution.” - Joseph W. Esherick, UC San
Diego, author of Ancestral Leaves
Examines the radical Chinese Communist
movement called the Cultural Revolution, a period of
suppression so controversial in China, that the
Chinese government forbids a full investigation into it
even 50 years later. Original.
A provocative new book that shows us why we must
put American history firmly in a global context--from
1492 to today Americans like to tell their country's
story as if the United States were naturally
autonomous and self-sufficient, with characters,
ideas, and situations unique to itself. Thomas
Bender asks us to rethink this "exceptionalism" and
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to reconsider the conventional narrative. He
proposes that America has grappled with
circumstances, doctrines, new developments, and
events that other nations, too, have faced, and that
we can only benefit from recognizing this. Bender's
exciting argument begins with the discovery of the
Americas at a time when peoples everywhere first
felt the transforming effects of oceanic travel and
trade. He then reconsiders our founding Revolution,
occurring in an age of rebellion on many continents;
the Civil War, happening when many countries were
redefining their core beliefs about the nature of
freedom and the meaning of nationhood; and the
later imperialism that pitted the United States against
Germany, Spain, France, and England. Industrialism
and urbanization, laissez-faire economics, capitalism
and socialism, and new technologies are other
factors that Bender views in the light of global
developments. A Nation Among Nations is a
passionate, persuasive book that makes clear what
damage is done when we let the old view of America
alone in the world falsify our history. Bender boldly
challenges us to think beyond our borders.
Whether one views Mao Zedong as a hero or a demon,
the "Great Helmsman" was, undoubtedly, a pivotal figure
in the history of twentieth-century China, a man whose
life and writings provide a fascinating window on the
Chinese experience from the 1920s onward. Part Mao
biography, part historical overview of the turbulent story
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of China’s Communist revolutions, the introductory
essay traces the history of twentieth-century China, from
Mao’s early career up to the Chinese Communist
Party’s victory in 1949, through three decades of
revolution to Mao’s death in 1976. The second half of
the volume offers a selection of Mao’s writings —
including such seminal pieces as "On New Democracy"
and selections from the Little Red Book — and writings
about Mao and his legacy by both his contemporaries
and modern scholars. Also included are headnotes to the
documents, a chronology, Questions for Consideration,
12 images, a selected bibliography, and an index.
In 1964, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) made a
momentous policy decision. In response to rising
tensions with the United States and Soviet Union, a topsecret massive military industrial complex in the
mountains of inland China was built, which the CCP
hoped to keep hidden from enemy bombers. Mao named
this the Third Front. The Third Front received more
government investment than any other developmental
initiative of the Mao era, and yet this huge industrial war
machine, which saw the mobilization of twelve million
people, was not officially acknowledged for over a
decade and a half. Drawing on a rich collection of
archival documents, memoirs, and oral interviews, Covell
Meyskens provides the first history of the Third Front
campaign. He shows how the militarization of Chinese
industrialization linked millions of everyday lives to the
global Cold War, merging global geopolitics with local
change.
The concluding volume--following Mao's Great Famine
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and The Tragedy of Liberation--in Frank Dikötter's awardwinning trilogy chronicling the Communist revolution in
China. After the economic disaster of the Great Leap
Forward that claimed tens of millions of lives from
1958–1962, an aging Mao Zedong launched an
ambitious scheme to shore up his reputation and
eliminate those he viewed as a threat to his legacy. The
Cultural Revolution's goal was to purge the country of
bourgeois, capitalistic elements he claimed were
threatening genuine communist ideology. Young
students formed the Red Guards, vowing to defend the
Chairman to the death, but soon rival factions started
fighting each other in the streets with semiautomatic
weapons in the name of revolutionary purity. As the
country descended into chaos, the military intervened,
turning China into a garrison state marked by bloody
purges that crushed as many as one in fifty people. The
Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962–1976
draws for the first time on hundreds of previously
classified party documents, from secret police reports to
unexpurgated versions of leadership speeches. After the
army itself fell victim to the Cultural Revolution, ordinary
people used the political chaos to resurrect the market
and hollow out the party's ideology. By showing how
economic reform from below was an unintended
consequence of a decade of violent purges and
entrenched fear, The Cultural Revolution casts China's
most tumultuous era in a wholly new light.
Yang Jisheng’s The World Turned Upside Down is the
definitive history of the Cultural Revolution, in withering
and heartbreaking detail. As a major political event and a
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crucial turning point in the history of the People’s
Republic of China, the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution (1966–1976) marked the zenith as well as the
nadir of Mao Zedong’s ultra-leftist politics. Reacting in
part to the Soviet Union’s "revisionism" that he regarded
as a threat to the future of socialism, Mao mobilized the
masses in a battle against what he called "bourgeois"
forces within the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). This
ten-year-long class struggle on a massive scale
devastated traditional Chinese culture as well as the
nation’s economy. Following his groundbreaking and
award-winning history of the Great Famine, Tombstone,
Yang Jisheng here presents the only history of the
Cultural Revolution by an independent scholar based in
mainland China, and makes a crucial contribution to
understanding those years' lasting influence today. The
World Turned Upside Down puts every political incident,
major and minor, of those ten years under extraordinary
and withering scrutiny, and arrives in English at a
moment when contemporary Chinese governance is
leaning once more toward a highly centralized power
structure and Mao-style cult of personality.
The Cultural Revolution began from above, yet it was
students and workers at the grassroots who advanced
the movement's radical possibilities by acting and
thinking for themselves. Resolving to suppress the
resulting crisis, Mao set events in motion in 1968 that left
out in the cold those rebels who had taken it most
seriously, Yiching Wu shows.
Mao Zedong launched the "Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution" 30 years ago. This documentary history of
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the event presents a selection of key primary documents
dealing with the Cultural Revolution's massive and
bloody assault on China's political and social systems.
In this fascinating account, Michael Schoenhals tells the
story of the domestic covert operations of Mao's public
security organs through a detailed examination of the
cultivation and recruitment of their agents, their training,
and their operational activities. These revelations, based
on hitherto classified documents, enrich our
understanding of modern China's troubled social history
and throw much new light on its opaque dimensions of
intelligence and social control.
An intriguing study of cultural life during a turbulent and
formative decade in contemporary China, this book
seeks to explode several myths about the Cultural
Revolution (officially 1966–76). Through national and
local examination of the full range of cultural forms (film,
operas, dance, other stage arts, music, fine arts,
literature, and even architecture), Clark argues against
characterizing this decade as one of chaos and
destruction. Rather, he finds that innovation and
creativity, promotion of participation in cultural
production, and a vigorous promotion of the modern
were all typical of the Cultural Revolution. Using a range
of previously little-used materials, Clark forces us to
fundamentally reassess our understanding of the
Cultural Revolution, a period which he sees as the
product of innovation in conflict with the effort by political
leaders to enforce a top-down modernity.
This is the final volume in a trilogy that examines the politics,
personalities, economics, culture, and international relations
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of China from the mid-1950s to the mid-1960s. It seeks to
answer the central question: Why did Chairman Mao Zedong
launch the Cultural Revolution (1966--76), which plunged
China into chaos and almost destroyed its Communist Party?
The Coming of the Cataclysm starts with the great famine of
the early 1960s, which resulted in tens of millions of deaths
and set in train a series of emergency measures that
increasingly divided Mao from his comrades-in-arms. His
anger that they were prepared to adopt "capitalist" methods to
rescue the country was sharpened by his belief that Moscow
had actually gone capitalist and sold out to the "imperialist"
West. From 1961 to 1966, the period covered by this volume,
the increasingly urgent question for Mao was how to prevent
a similar revolutionary degeneration in China. The Cultural
Revolution was his answer. Drawing upon new evidence from
Party documents, personal interviews, books, and journals,
MacFarquhar details the growing rift between Mao and his
colleagues as they attempted to cope with domestic privation
and an increasingly hostile international environment -- until
the Chairman finally decided to smash the unity of the Yan'an
Round Table by unleashing society against the party-state.
From the Pulitzer Prize winning journalist: a revelatory portrait
of religion in China today its history, the spiritual traditions of
its Eastern and Western faiths, and the ways in which it is
influencing China's future. Following a century of violent
antireligious campaigns, China is now awash with new
temples, churches, and mosques as well as cults, sects, and
politicians trying to harness religion for their own ends.
Driving this explosion of faith is uncertainty over what it
means to be Chinese, and how to live an ethical life in a
country that discarded traditional morality a century ago and
is still searching for new guideposts. Ian Johnson lived for
extended periods with underground church members, rural
Daoists, and Buddhist pilgrims. He has distilled these
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experiences into a cycle of festivals, births, deaths,
detentions, and struggle - a great awakening of faith that is
shaping the soul of the world's newest superpower. (With
black-and-white illustrations throughout).
"In 1957 and 1958, Chairman Mao Zedong led China into two
major experiments: the Hundred Flowers policy of
encouraging literary and political free expression and the
economic Great Leap Forward. Each was a disaster.
Repression followed the first when it became clear that
intellectuals would criticize the Communist Party itself; famine
followed the second.During two crucial years when the
movements were being initiated, however, Mao addressed
various Party groups behind closed doors to explain the new
policies and exhort compliance. Recorded at the time and
collected for limited circulation in the 1960s by his admirers
among the Red Guards, the speeches, question-and-answer
sessions, and letters here translated have never before been
published in China or the West. These new, candid materials
revise our understanding of how the policies developed and
reveal not only the extent of Mao’s power but the startling
flights his untethered thought could take.Introductory essays
by Roderick MacFarquhar, Benjamin Schwartz, Eugene Wu,
Merle Goldman, and Timothy Cheek provide a context for
evaluating and interpreting the nineteen texts translated in
this volume."
Prologue -- Factions -- Enter the Army -- Escalation -- Beijing
Intervenes -- Forging Order -- Backlash -- The Final Struggle
-- Troubled Decade.
Rise of the Red Engineers explains the tumultuous origins of
the class of technocratic officials who rule China today. In a
fascinating account, author Joel Andreas chronicles how two
mutually hostile groups—the poorly educated peasant
revolutionaries who seized power in 1949 and China's old
educated elite—coalesced to form a new dominant class. After
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dispossessing the country's propertied classes, Mao and the
Communist Party took radical measures to eliminate class
distinctions based on education, aggravating antagonisms
between the new political and old cultural elites. Ultimately,
however, Mao's attacks on both groups during the Cultural
Revolution spurred inter-elite unity, paving the way—after his
death—for the consolidation of a new class that combined their
political and cultural resources. This story is told through a
case study of Tsinghua University, which—as China's premier
school of technology—was at the epicenter of these conflicts
and became the party's preferred training ground for
technocrats, including many of China's current leaders.
Mao Zedong launched the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution thirty years ago. This important new documentary
history of that calamitous event presents a selection of key
primary documents -- many of which are made available here
for the first time -- dealing with the Cultural Revolution's
massive and bloody assault on China's political and social
systems. Comprehensive in scope, this detailed work --covers
inter alia the launching of the movement, the Red Guards, the
inquisition of party members accused of taking the capitalist
road, and the devastating impact of these events on
traditional culture, the economy, and China's national
defense; --offers a section of recollections by victims and
perpetrators; --enhances the documents with detailed
commentary, a chronology, biographies, and photographs.
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