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Maria Montessori Her Life And
Work
This updated classic by Maria Montessori's closest
collaborator reveals the inspirations behind the greatest
educational innovator of all time Maria Montessori is
important background reading for parents considering
Montessori education for their children, as well as for
those training to become Montessori teachers. The first
woman to win a degree as a Doctor of Medicine in Italy
in 1896, Maria Montessori's mission to improve children's
education began in the slums of Rome in 1907, and
continued throughout her lifetime. Her insights into the
minds of children led her to develop prepared
environments and other tools and devices that have
come to characterize Montessori education today. Her
influence in other countries has been profound and many
of her teaching methods have been adopted by
educators generally. Part biography and part exposition
of her ideas, this engaging book reveals through her
letters and personal diaries Maria Montessori's humility
and delight in the success of her educational
experiments and is an ideal introduction to the principals
and practices of the greatest educational pioneer of the
20th century. -- The new introduction to "Maria
Montessori: Her Life and Work" by Lee Havis, executive
director of the International Montessori Society,
discusses the changes that have taken place in
Montessori education within recent years. -- An updated
appendix of Montessori periodicals, courses, societies,
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films, and teaching materials. -- A revised bibliography of
books by and about Maria Montessori.
The story of a great educator whose revolutionary
approach to teaching changed the course of modern
education.
Although Montessori's name is almost universally known
in education circles today, and there are countless
nursery schools throughout the world using the
"Montessori Method," the real core of her thinking has
remained largely misunderstood. Most people regard the
method as a system for the education of very young
children. And most who have some direct experience of
it, either as parent or teacher, would regard it as
involving a certain set of procedures and specialized
educational materials with clear and elaborate
instructions for their use. However, the essence of
Montessori's philosophy of education is in reality far
broader than this, and contains a powerful message for
educators everywhere. What is less well-known about
Montessori's work is that she began by establishing the
effectiveness of her approach at the pre-elementary
level, but also strongly encouraged the extension of her
method to the higher levels of education. Wentworth's
purpose in writing this book is to elucidate this vital
aspect of Maria Montessori's life's work and to show how
it applies to real-life teaching situations. She believed
that by transforming the process of children's education
she could help to transform the attitudes of the adults
they will later become, and so those of society and the
world at large--a message she promoted as vitally
relevant to the future of humankind as a whole.
Page 2/18

Read Free Maria Montessori Her Life And Work
Children's drawings depicting the life of Maria
Montessori.
This book is intended to follow Education for a New
World and to help teachers to envisage the child’s
needs after the age of six. We claim that the average boy
or girl of twelve years who has been educated till then at
one of our schools knows at least as much as the
finished High School product of several years’ seniority,
and the achievement has been at no cost of pain or
distortion to body or mind. Rather are our pupils
equipped in their whole being for the adventure of life,
accustomed to the free exercise of will and judgment,
illuminated by imagination and enthusiasm. Only such
pupils can exercise rightly the duties of citizens in a
civilised commonwealth. The first four chapters are
mainly psychological, showing the changed personality
with which the teacher has to deal at six years of age,
and the need for a corresponding change of approach.
The secret of success is found to lie in the right use of
imagination in awakening interest, and the stimulation of
seeds of interest already sown by attractive literary and
pictorial material, but all correlated to a central idea, of
greatly ennobling inspiration—the Cosmic Plan, in which
all, consciously or unconsciously, serve the great
Purpose of Life. It is shown how the conception of
evolution has been modified of late through geological
and biological discoveries, so that self-perfection now
has to yield precedence to service among the primary
natural urges. The next eight chapters show how the
Cosmic Plan can be presented to the child, as a thrilling
tale of the earth we live in, its many changes through
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slow ages when water was Nature’s chief toiler for
accomplishment of her purposes, how land and sea
fought for supremacy, and how equilibrium of elements
was achieved, that Life might appear on the stage to play
its part in the great drama. Illustrated as it must be by
fascinating, charts and diagrams, the creation of earth as
we now know it unfolds before the child’s imagination,
and always with emphasis on the function each agent
has to perform in Nature’s household, whether
consciously or unconsciously, failure in this alone leading
to extinction. So the talc proceeds till Palaeolithic Man
appears, most significantly traced by the tools he used
on his environment rather than by physical remains of so
slight a creature. The new element of mind is brought to
creation by man, and from that time the children are
helped to see the great acceleration that has taken place
in evolution. They learn to reverence the earliest
pioneers, who toiled for purposes unknown to them but
now to be recognised. Nomadic men and settlers alike
contributed to build up early communities, and by
interchanges of war and peace to share and spread
social amenities. From chapter thirteen brief descriptions
are given of some of the earliest civilizations, particularly
with a view to their impacts on each other, showing
human society as slowly organising itself towards unity,
just as, in the individual human being, organs are built
around separate centres of interest, to be later
connected by the blood-circulatory system and the
nerves, into an integrated human organism. So the child
is led, by review of some of the most thrilling epochs of
world-history, to see that so far humanity has been in an
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embryonic stage, and that it is just now emerging into
true birth, able to consciously realise its true unity and
function. The last chapters go back to the psychological
point of view, urging on educators the supreme
importance, to the nation and to the world, of the tasks
imposed on them. Not in the service of any political or
social creed should the teacher work, but in the service
of the complete human being, able to exercise in
freedom a self-disciplined will and judgment, unperverted
by prejudice and undistorted by fear.
Maria Montessori developed a brand-new approach to
education, building on the way children naturally learn.
Now, her methods, which won her three Nobel Peace
Prize nominations, are practiced worldwide. This
fascinating biography shows how Maria defied gender
norms by earning a degree in physics and math, became
one of Italy's first women physicians, and revolutionized
educational theory--experimenting and refining to
discover what worked best.
Maria Montessori is important background reading for
parents considering Montessori education for their
children, as well as for those training to become
Montessori teachers. The first woman to win a degree as
a Doctor of Medicine in Italy in 1896, Maria Montessori's
mission to improve children's education began in the
slums of Rome in 1907, and continued throughout her
lifetime. Her insights into the minds of children led her to
develop prepared environments and other tools and
devices that have come to characterize Montessori
education today. Her influence in other countries has
been profound and many of her teaching methods have
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been adopted by educators generally. Part biography
and part exposition of her ideas, this engaging book
reveals through her letters and personal diaries Maria
Montessori's humility and delight in the success of her
educational experiments and is an ideal introduction to
the principals and practices of the greatest educational
pioneer of the 20th century. • The new introduction to
Maria Montessori: Her Life and Work by Lee Havis,
executive director of the International Montessori
Society, discusses the changes that have taken place in
Montessori education within recent years. • An updated
appendix of Montessori periodicals, courses, societies,
films, and teaching materials. • A revised bibliography of
books by and about Maria Montessori.
Claim quality togetherness with your child and fully enjoy
the sensitive and formative years from two to five by
adopting proven teaching techniques in your own home.
This acclaimed guide puts the entire range of the
Montessori system within your reach, so you can make
the most of your child's vital years. Teaching Montessori
in the Home has already helped thousands of parents
with the techniques, exercises, and easy-to-make
Montessori materials that are essential for success. “The
opportunity of teaching your child is a thrilling and
challenging experience. It enables you to see his
progressive steps in learning and to watch him develop
into a responsible thinking human being. I feel that it is a
unique opportunity, rewarding beyond measure. It
nurtures a wonderful closeness between mother and
child and will develop a real rapport between
you.”—Elizabeth Hainstock, from the Introduction
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What can parents do to help their youngest children in
their task of self-formation? How does the Montessori
method of hands-on learning and self-discovery relate to
the youngest infants? This authoritative and accessible
book answers these and many other questions. Based
on Dr. Maria Montessori's instructions for raising infants,
its comprehensive exploration of the first three years
incorporates the furnishings and tools she created for the
care and comfort of babies. From the design of the
baby's bedroom to the child-sized kitchen table, from diet
and food preparation to clothing and movement, the
authors provide guidance for the establishment of a
beautiful and serviceable environment for babies and
very young children. They introduce concepts and tasks,
taking into account childrens' ''sensitive periods'' for
learning such skills as dressing themselves, food
preparation, and toilet training. Brimming with anecdote
and encouragement, and written in a clear, engaging
style, Montessori from the Start is a practical and useful
guide to raising calm, competent, and confident children.
Maria Montessori (1870–1952) brought about a
revolution in the classroom. She developed a method of
teaching small children and inspired a movement that
carried that method into every corner of the world. In her
rich and forthright biography, Rita Kramer brings this
powerful woman to life, illuminating not only her lasting
contributions to child development and social reform, but
also the controversies surrounding her training methods
and private life.
Describes the life and achievements of the Italian woman
doctor who developed a revolutionary method of
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educating children.
This book traces the evolution of women's leadership
and its influence on the Montessori Method's
development. New research illuminates the unique roles
of two historic early childhood educators and also
updates the historical record and reveals the human
dimension behind one of the most colorful chapters in
American educational development.
A leading educator discusses the importance of the first
six years to a child's normal physical and emotional
development
Maria Montessori (1870 1952), Italian Physician And
Educationist, Born In Rome, The First Woman In Italy To
Receive A Medical Degree (1894), She Founded A
School For Children With Learning Disabilities (1899
1901), And Developed A System Of Education For
Children Of Three To Six Based On Spontaneity Of
Expression And Freedom From Restraint. The System
Was Later Worked Out For Older Children, And Applied
In Montessori Schools Throughout The World. She
Opened The First Montessori School For Children In The
Slums Of Rome In 1907.
New in the critically acclaimed Little People, BIG
DREAMS series, discover the incredible life of Maria
Montessori, the pioneering teacher and researcher.
Maria grew up in Italy at a time when girls didn't receive
an equal education to boys. But Maria's mother was
supportive of her dreams, and Maria went on to study
medicine. She later became an early childhood
expert--founding schools with her revolutionary
educational theories and changing the lives of many
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children. This moving book features stylish and quirky
illustrations and extra facts at the back, including a
biographical timeline with historical photos and a detailed
profile of the educator's life. Little People, BIG DREAMS
is a best-selling series of books and educational games
that explore the lives of outstanding people, from
designers and artists to scientists and activists. All of
them achieved incredible things, yet each began life as a
child with a dream. This empowering series offers
inspiring messages to children of all ages, in a range of
formats. The board books are told in simple sentences,
perfect for reading aloud to babies and toddlers. The
hardcover versions present expanded stories for
beginning readers. Boxed gift sets allow you to collect a
selection of the books by theme. Paper dolls, learning
cards, matching games, and other fun learning tools
provide even more ways to make the lives of these role
models accessible to children. Inspire the next
generation of outstanding people who will change the
world with Little People, BIG DREAMS!
Tells the story of the life of Italy's first female physician
and the creator of the Montessori method of education.
This board book version of Maria Montessori—from the
critically acclaimed Little People, BIG DREAMS
series—introduces the youngest dreamers to the
incredible life of this pioneering teacher and researcher.
Maria grew up in Italy at a time when girls didn't receive
an equal education to boys. But Maria's mother was
supportive of her dreams, and Maria went on to study
medicine. She later became an early childhood
expert—founding schools with her revolutionary
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educational theories and changing the lives of many
children. Babies and toddlers will love to snuggle as you
read to them the engaging story of this fascinating
educator and innovator, and will also enjoy exploring the
stylish and quirky illustrations of this sturdy board book
on their own. Little People, BIG DREAMS is a bestselling series of books and educational games that
explore the lives of outstanding people, from designers
and artists to scientists and activists. All of them
achieved incredible things, yet each began life as a child
with a dream. This empowering series offers inspiring
messages to children of all ages, in a range of formats.
The board books are told in simple sentences, perfect for
reading aloud to babies and toddlers. The hardcover
versions present expanded stories for beginning readers.
Boxed gift sets allow you to collect a selection of the
books by theme. Paper dolls, learning cards, matching
games, and other fun learning tools provide even more
ways to make the lives of these role models accessible
to children. Inspire the next generation of outstanding
people who will change the world with Little People, BIG
DREAMS!
Montessori: A Modern Approach has been called the
single best book for anyone -- educator, childcare
professional, and especially parent -- seeking answers to
the questions: What is the Montessori method? Are its
revolutionary ideas about early childhood education
relevant to today's world? And most important, especially
for today's dual-career couples. Is a Montessori
education right for my child? Paula Polk Lillard writes
both as a trained educators and as a concerned parent -Page 10/18
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she has many years as a public school teacher, but it
was her enthusiasm for the education her own child
experienced in a Montessori school that led her to
become a leading voice in the Montessori movement in
this country. Her book offers the clearest and most
concise statement of the Montessori method of child
development and education available today.

Paula Lillard, director of a Montessori school ranging
in age from 18 months to fifteen years, provides a
clear and cogent introduction to the Montessori
program for the elementary and later years. In
detailed accounts, Lillard shows how children
acquire the skills to answer their own questions,
learn to manage freedom with responsibility, and
maintain a high level of intellectual stimulation by
using the Montessori method. This is an essential
handbook for parents and teachers who have
chosen the Montessori alternative for the older child.
It’s time to change the way we see babies. Drawing
on principles developed by the educator Dr Maria
Montessori, The Montessori Baby shows how to
raise your baby from birth to age one with love,
respect, insight, and a surprising sense of calm.
Cowritten by Simone Davies, author of the
bestselling The Montessori Toddler, and Junnifa
Uzodike, it’s a book filled with hundreds of practical
ideas for understanding what is actually happening
with your baby, and how you can mindfully assist in
their learning and development. Including how to:
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Prepare yourself for parenthood–physically,
emotionally, intellectually, and spiritually. Become an
active observer to understand what your baby is
really telling you. Create Montessori spaces in your
home, including “yes” spaces where nothing is offlimits. Set up activities that encourage baby’s
movement and language development at their own
pace Raise a secure baby who’s ready to explore
the world with confidence.
One hundred and ten years ago, Maria Montessori,
the first female physician in Italy, devised a very
different method of educating children, based on her
observations of how they naturally learn. In
Montessori, Angeline Stoll Lillard shows that science
has finally caught up with Maria Montessori. Lillard
presents the research behind nine insights that are
foundations of Montessori education, describing how
each of these insights is applied in the Montessori
classroom. In reading this book, parents and
teachers alike will develop a clear understanding of
what happens in a Montessori classroom and, more
importantly, why it happens and why it works. Lillard
explains the scientific basis for Montessori's system
and the distinctions between practices in traditional,
"Montessomething," and authentic Montessori
education. Furthermore, in this new edition, she
presents recent studies showing evidence that this
alternative to traditional schooling does indeed make
a difference. Montessori is indispensable reading for
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anyone interested in teaching, training, or
considering Montessori schooling, in developmental
psychology, or in understanding about human
learning and education overall.
A parent's guide to building independence, creativity,
and confidence in their children using Montessori
learning techniques, written by Montessori president
Tim Seldin. An international bestseller, How to Raise
an Amazing Child the Montessori Way adapts
Montessori teachings for easy use at home. Packed
with Montessori-based preschool activities and
educational games that build confidence and
independence through active learning, this
authoritative illustrated guide helps raise self-reliant
and creative children. Celebrate physical and
intellectual milestones from birth to age six with
activity checklists, and encourage development
through proven child-centered teaching methods.
This edition has been updated to include information
about the neuroscience of child development and
shares advice about screen time in the digital age,
co-parenting, other family changes, and gentle
discipline methods. How to Raise an Amazing Child
the Montessori Way shows parents how to bring the
teachings of Montessori into their home to create a
safe, nurturing environment for their children with
clear and concise instructions.
"Highly recommended for educators, parents, and
moderate feminists who seek inspiration from one of
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the most accomplished women of this or any other
age."—Publishers Weekly The definitive biography of
Maria Montessori—physician, feminist, social
reformer, educator, and one of the most admired,
influential, and controversial women of the twentieth
century. Maria Montessori effected a worldwide
revolution in the classroom. She developed a new
method of educating the young and inspired a
movement that carried it into every corner of the
world. This is the story of the woman behind the
public figure—her accomplishments, her ideas, and
her passions. Montessori broke the mold imposed on
women in the nineteenth century and forged a new
one, first for herself and eventually for those who
came after her. Against formidable odds she became
the first woman to graduate from the medical school
of the University of Rome and then devoted herself
to the condition of children considered uneducable at
the time. She developed a teaching method that
enabled them to do as well as normal children, a
method which then led her to found a new kind of
school—the Casa dei Bambini, or House of
Children—which gained her worldwide fame and still
pervades classrooms wherever young children learn.
This biography is not only the story of a
groundbreaking feminist but a vital chapter in the
history of education.
The Italian educator and physician Maria Montessori
is best known for the teaching method that bears her
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name, but historian Erica Moretti reframes
Montessori's work, showing that pacifism was the
foundation of her pioneering efforts in psychiatry and
pedagogy.
In this work, Maria Montessori examines the
educational concerns of the older child, the
adolescent, and even the mature university student.
She considers each level and seeks the optimum
method of facilitating growth.
An illustrated introduction to the life and work of
Italian educator Maria Montessori. Includes historical
notes and question pages for readers
comprehensive review.
A fresh, comprehensive biography of the pioneering
educator and activist who changed the way we look
at children’s minds, from the author of Oriana
Fallaci. Born in 1870 in Chiaravalle, Italy, Maria
Montessori would grow up to embody almost every
trait men of her era detested in the fairer sex. She
was self-confident, strong-willed, and had a fiery
temper at a time when women were supposed to be
soft and pliable. She studied until she became a
doctor at a time when female graduates in Italy
provoked outright scandal. She never wanted to
marry or have children—the accepted destiny for all
women in her milieu of late nineteenth-century
bourgeois Rome—and when she became pregnant by
a colleague of hers, she gave up her son to continue
pursuing her career. At around age thirty, Montessori
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was struck by the work being done with children from
the slums of the San Lorenzo neighborhood, and
realized what she wanted to do with her life: change
the school, and therefore the world, through a new
approach to the child’s mind. In spite of the
resistance she faced from all sides—scientists
accused her of being too mystical, and the clergy of
being too scientific—she would garner acclaim and
establish the influential Montessori Method, which is
now practiced throughout the world. A thorough,
nuanced portrait of this often controversial woman,
The Child Is the Teacher is the first biographical
work on Maria Montessori written by an author who
is not a member of the Montessori movement, but
who has been granted access to original letters,
diaries, notes, and texts written by Montessori
herself, including an array of previously unpublished
material.
Born more than 25 years before Piaget or Vygotsky,
Maria Montessori understood the constructivistic
nature of all learning. As she observed children
building their understanding of the world, she
developed materials and approaches to education
that are now used, in part, in most early childhood
classrooms across the world. She realized the
tremendous power of intrinsic motivation and sought
to capitalize upon it, especially for children between
the ages of three and six. Montessori's conception of
the changing roles the classroom environment and
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teacher should play for students of various ages is
presented with carefully shot film of toddler,
preschool, elementary school and secondary classes
at work in accredited Montessori schools. Students
will also learn of Dr. Montessori's own dramatic life
through archival visuals and will be challenged to
think about what they think are the components of
exemplary educational practice.
The Montessori Method: The Origins of an
Educational Innovation: Including an Abridged and
Annotated Edition of Maria Montessori's The
Montessori Method creates the context in which
Maria Montessori developed her philosophy of early
childhood education. It examines how a determined
young woman overcame the obstacles that blocked
the educational and career opportunities in Italy
during the late Victorian age. Following Montessori,
who was the first woman to earn a medical degree
from the University of Rome, the biographical
introduction takes her story to the establishment of
the first Montessori school: the Casa dei Bambini in
the slums of Rome. It then analyzes the sources and
influences that shaped the creation of the Montessori
philosophy of education. Special attention is given to
The Montessori Method as the book that introduced
this educational innovation to an American audience.
The book is divided into four parts: (1) a biography of
Maria Montessori: (2) an introductory commentary
on the Montessori Method of Education: (3) an
Page 17/18

Read Free Maria Montessori Her Life And Work
abridged and annotated edition of Maria
Montessori's The Montessori Method (1912): (4)
related documents.
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