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Meaning And Speech Acts
This book merges theory and practical activities to show how research on speech acts can be implemented in EFL
teaching.
Seminar paper from the year 2016 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,0,
Technical University of Braunschweig, course: Approaches to Meaning, language: English, abstract: This term paper will
deal with speech act theory, especially with the success of speech acts depending on certain conditions. Due to the
usage of direct and indirect speech acts in everyday conversations it will be analysed which conditions have to be fulfilled
to have a successful speech act. The following theories will be used to answer the research question whether the same
conditions have to be fulfilled for direct and indirect speech acts to be successful: 1) Theory of Felicity Conditions by John
Searle 2) Cooperative Principle by Paul Herbert Grice 3) Inference Theory by Gordon and Lakoff The hypothesis is that
indirect speech acts are different than direct speech acts due to the demanded hearer uptake and the possible ambiguity.
After giving definitions of important linguistic terms and theories, the success of utterances and conversations in general
will be described by the help of the Cooperative Principle by Grice. Then different examples of Direct and Indirect Speech
Acts will be analysed that will show the difference between the two forms. Some of the used examples are made up and
some are dialogues taken from the TV-series "The Big Bang Theory" as well as "The Walking Dead." To explain how one
can interpret the implicature in an utterance, the inference theory by Gordon and Lakoff will be taken into account. In the
end it is made clear that the success of Indirect Speech Acts depends on the context in which the utterance is made and
also on other external conditions which the speaker cannot control himself as the speaker often requests a hearer
uptake. Different texts by Austin, Thomas, Levinson, Renkema, Cruse and Yule will be studied to get an answer to the
research question. Special focus will be put on the Indirect Speech Acts as they
Written in an outstandingly clear and lively style, this 1969 book provokes its readers to rethink issues they may have
regarded as long since settled.
Most of the time our utterances are automatically interpreted as speech acts: as assertions, conjectures and testimonies;
as orders, requests and pleas; as threats, offers and promises. Surprisingly, the cognitive correlates of this essential
component of human communication have received little attention. This book fills the gap by providing a model of the
psychological processes involved in interpreting and understanding speech acts. The theory is framed in naturalistic
terms and is supported by data on language development and on autism spectrum disorders. Mikhail Kissine does not
presuppose any specific background and addresses a crucial pragmatic phenomenon from an interdisciplinary
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perspective. This is a valuable resource for academic researchers and graduate and undergraduate students in
pragmatics, semantics, cognitive linguistics, psycholinguistics and philosophy of language.
Pragmatics is the study of human communication: the choices speakers make to express their intended meaning and the
kinds of inferences that hearers draw from an utterance in the context of its use. This Handbook surveys pragmatics from
different perspectives, presenting the main theories in pragmatic research, incorporating seminal research as well as
cutting-edge solutions. It addresses questions of rational and empirical research methods, what counts as an adequate
and successful pragmatic theory, and how to go about answering problems raised in pragmatic theory. In the fastdeveloping field of pragmatics, this Handbook fills the gap in the market for a one-stop resource to the wide scope of
today's research and the intricacy of the many theoretical debates. It is an authoritative guide for graduate students and
researchers with its focus on the areas and theories that will mark progress in pragmatic research in the future.
In Meaning and Speech Acts Daniel Vanderveken further develops the logic of speech acts and the logic of propositions
to construct a general semantic theory of natural languages.
This book unites speech act theory and conversation analysis to advance a theory of conversational competence.
The primary units of meaning in the use and comprehension of language are speech acts of the type called illocutionary acts. In Foundations
of Illocutionary Logic John Searle and Daniel Vanderveken presented the first formalised logic of a general theory of speech acts. In Meaning
and Speech Acts Daniel Vanderveken further develops the logic of speech acts and the logic of propositions to construct a general semantic
theory of natural languages. Volume I, Principles of Language Use, explains the general principles that connect meaning, reason, thought
and speech acts in the semantic structure of language. It presupposes no detailed knowledge of logical formalism, and will be accessible to a
large readership of students and scholars from philosophy, linguistics, cognitive psychology and computer science. Volume II, Formal
Semantics of Success and Satisfaction, uses the resources of philosophical and mathematical logics to develop a formalisation of the laws of
the semantic theory advanced in Volume I. It will be of interest to theoretical linguists and those involved in mathematical logic and artificial
intelligence.
Any study of communication must take into account the nature and role of speech acts in a broad context. This book addresses questions
such as: - What do we mean? - How do we say it? and - How is it understood? in the broad context of universal, socio-cultural and
psychological issues that bear on human communication. It presents an overview of current issues in speech act theory that are at the center
of human and social sciences dealing with language, thought and action, building on John Searle's famous article 'How Performatives Work'
(included in this book). The contributions by linguists, psychologists, computer scientists, and philosophers thus address issues of
communication that are crucial in conversation analysis, cognitive science, artificial intelligence, psychology and philosophy, and a general
understanding of how we communicate. The book is suitable for courses with an extensive bibliography for further reading and an Index.
A direct successor to Searle's Speech Acts (C.U.P. 1969), Expression and Meaning refines earlier analyses and extends speech-act theory
to new areas including indirect and figurative discourse, metaphor and fiction.
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In a pioneer study of how language is actually used, Dr. Kearns combines the rigor of formal logic with a detailed analysis of natural language
patterns. Through this double focus, he develops artificial languages that are syntactically more similar to the spoken word than first-order
language itself. Numerous diagrams illustrate the evolution of these artificial languages, which represent a significant contribution to both the
fields of linguistics and logic. The book begins by delineating a theory of the structures of intentional acts and then applies this to the special
case of linguistic acts. Given an understanding of the meanings of component expressions, we can use our knowledge of linguistic structure
to determine the meaning of a complex expression. An innovative discussion of semantics is subdivided into theories of three "semantic
dimensions": representational meaning, inferential meaning, and truth conditions. Drawing upon these analyses the speech act theory of this
book purposes that the meaning of a sentence (sentential act) is to be explained wholly in terms of the meanings of component expressions
(acts) and the structure of the sentence.
John L. Austin was one of the leading philosophers of the twentieth century. The William James Lectures presented Austin’s conclusions in
the field to which he directed his main efforts on a wide variety of philosophical problems. These talks became the classic How to Do Things
with Words. For this second edition, the editors have returned to Austin’s original lecture notes, amending the printed text where it seemed
necessary. Students will find the new text clearer, and, at the same time, more faithful to the actual lectures. An appendix contains literal
transcriptions of a number of marginal notes made by Austin but not included in the text. Comparison of the text with these annotations
provides new dimensions to the study of Austin’s work.
Seminar paper from the year 2016 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,0, Technical University of
Braunschweig, course: Approaches to Meaning, language: English, abstract: This term paper will deal with speech act theory, especially with
the success of speech acts depending on certain conditions. Due to the usage of direct and indirect speech acts in everyday conversations it
will be analysed which conditions have to be fulfilled to have a successful speech act. The following theories will be used to answer the
research question whether the same conditions have to be fulfilled for direct and indirect speech acts to be successful: 1) Theory of Felicity
Conditions by John Searle 2) Cooperative Principle by Paul Herbert Grice 3) Inference Theory by Gordon and Lakoff The hypothesis is that
indirect speech acts are different than direct speech acts due to the demanded hearer uptake and the possible ambiguity. After giving
definitions of important linguistic terms and theories, the success of utterances and conversations in general will be described by the help of
the Cooperative Principle by Grice. Then different examples of Direct and Indirect Speech Acts will be analysed that will show the difference
between the two forms. Some of the used examples are made up and some are dialogues taken from the TV-series “The Big Bang Theory”
as well as “The Walking Dead”. To explain how one can interpret the implicature in an utterance, the inference theory by Gordon and Lakoff
will be taken into account. In the end it is made clear that the success of Indirect Speech Acts depends on the context in which the utterance
is made and also on other external conditions which the speaker cannot control himself as the speaker often requests a hearer uptake.
Different texts by Austin, Thomas, Levinson, Renkema, Cruse and Yule will be studied to get an answer to the research question. Special
focus will be put on the Indirect Speech Acts as they can be ambiguous and ask for a hearer uptake to be successful.
The primary units of meaning in the use and comprehension of language are speech acts of the type called illocutionary acts. In Foundations
of Illocutionary Logic John Searle and Daniel Vanderveken presented the first formalized logic of a general theory of speech acts. In Meaning
and Speech Acts Daniel Vanderveken further develops the logic of speech acts and the logic of propositions to construct a general semantic
theory of natural languages. Volume I, Principles of Language Use, explains the general principles that connect meaning, reason, thought
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and speech acts in the semantic structure of language. It presupposes no detailed knowledge of logical formalism, and will be accessible to a
large readership of students and scholars from philosophy, lingustics, cognitive psychology and computer science. Volume II, Formal
Semantics of Success and Satisfaction uses the resources of philosophical and mathematical logics to develop a formalization of the laws of
the semantic theory advanced in Volume I. It will be of interest to theoretical linguists and those involved in mathematical logic and artificial
intelligence.

Explores the fascinating phenomenon of indirect speech acts, highlighting the situations they are used in, and how they
are understood.
What is it for a sentence to have a certain meaning? This is the question that William P. Alston, one of America's most
distinguished and prolific analytic philosophers, addresses in this major contribution to the philosophy of language. His
answer focuses on the given sentence's potential to play the role that its speaker had in mind—what he terms the usability
of the sentence to perform the illocutionary act intended by its speaker. Alston defines an illocutionary act as an act of
saying something with a certain "content." He develops his account of what it is to perform such acts in terms of taking
responsibility, in uttering a sentence, for the existence of certain conditions. In requesting someone to open a window, for
example, the speaker takes responsibility for its being the case that the window is closed and that the speaker has an
interest in its being opened. In Illocutionary Acts and Sentence Meaning, Alston expands upon this concept, creating a
framework of five categories of illocutionary act and going on to argue that sentence meaning is fundamentally a matter
of illocutionary act potential; that is, for a sentence to have a particular meaning is for it to be usable to perform
illocutionary acts of a certain type. In providing detailed and explicit patterns of analysis for the whole range of
illocutionary acts, Alston makes a unique contribution to the field of philosophy of language—one that is likely to generate
debate for years to come.
In the study of language, as in any other systematic study, there is no neutral terminology. Every technical term is an
expression of the assumptions and theoretical presuppositions of its users; and in this introduction, we want to clarify
some of the issues that have surrounded the assumptions behind the use of the two terms "speech acts" and
"pragmatics". The notion of a speech act is fairly well understood. The theory of speech acts starts with the assumption
that the minimal unit of human communica tion is not a sentence or other expression, but rather the performance of
certain kinds of acts, such as making statements, asking questions, giving orders, describing, explaining, apologizing,
thanking, congratulating, etc. Characteristically, a speaker performs one or more of these acts by uttering a sentence or
sentences; but the act itself is not to be confused with a sentence or other expression uttered in its performance. Such
types of acts as those exemplified above are called, following Austin, illocutionary acts, and they are standardly
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contrasted in the literature with certain other types of acts such as perlocutionary acts and propositional acts.
Perlocutionary acts have to do with those effects which our utterances have on hearers which go beyond the hearer's
understanding of the utterance. Such acts as convincing, persuading, annoying, amusing, and frightening are all cases of
perlocutionary acts.
Seminar paper from the year 2016 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,5, ,
language: English, abstract: John R. Searle was born in 1932 in Denver, Colorado. In his article What is a Speech Act?
Searle develops a “theory in the philosophy of a language, according to which speaking in a language is a matter of
performing illocutionary acts with certain intentions, according to constitutive rules (Grewendorf / Meggle 2002: 4). The
following paper will deal with the ideas on speech acts developed in Searle’s article. First, a fundamental understanding
of the assumptions Searle’s theory is based on will be provided. There will be a brief introduction to the theories of J.L.
Austin and H.P. Grice, whom Searle’s article was mostly influenced by. Grice’s Meaning and Austin’s How to do things
with words will constitute the reading mostly consulted. After providing a basis for Searle’s theory, his article What is a
Speech Act? will be looked at in detail. The examinations will include Searle’s distinction between regulative rules and
constitutive rules and his introduction of the notions ‘proposition-indicating element’ and ‘function-indicating device’, as
derived from ‘illocutionary act’ and ‘propositional content of an illocutionary act’. The focus will then be on Searle’s
conditions for the illocutionary act of promising, and the rules for the use of the function-indicating device for promising,
which he derives from these conditions. There will finally be a brief overview on revisions and amendments Searle
developed on his theory after 1965. These include a more detailed classification of speech acts and a distinction between
speaker meaning and sentence meaning.
At the birth of analytic philosophy Frege created a paradigm that is centrally important to how meaning has been
understood in the twentieth century. Frege invented the now familiar distinctions of sense and force, of sense and
reference, of concept and object. He introduced the conception of sentence meaning as residing in truth-conditions and
argued that semantics is a normative enterprise distinct from psychology. Most importantly, he created modern
quantification theory,engendering the idea that the syntactic and semantic forms of modern logic underpin the meanings
of natural-language sentences. Stephen Barker undertakes to overthrow Frege's paradigm, rejecting all the abovementioned features.The framework he offers is a speech-act-based approach to meaning in which semantics is entirely
subsumed by pragmatics. In this framework: meaning resides in syntax and pragmatics; sentence-meanings are not
propositions but speech-act types; word-meanings are not objects, functions, or properties, but again speech-act types;
pragmatic phenomena one would expect not to figure in semantics, such as pretence, enter into the logical form of
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sentences; a compositional semantics is provided byshowing how speech-act types combine together to form complex
speech-act types; the syntactic structures invoked are not those of quantifiers, open sentences, variables, variablebinding, etc., rather they are structures specific to speech-act forms, which link logical form and surface grammar
veryclosely.According to Barker, a natural language - a system of thought - is an emergent entity that arises from the
combination of simple intentional structures, and certain non-representational cognitive states. It is embedded in, and
part of, a world devoid of normative facts qua extra-linguistic entities. The world, in which the system is embedded, is a
totality of particular states of affairs. There is no logical complexity in re; it contains mereological complexity only. Some
truths havetruth-makers, but others, logically complex truths, lack them. Nevertheless, the truth-predicate is univocal in
meaning.Renewing Meaning is a radical, ambitious work which offers to transform the semantics of natural language.
The Routledge Handbook of Translation and Pragmatics provides an overview of key concepts and theory in pragmatics,
charts developments in the disciplinary relationship between translation studies and pragmatics, and showcases
applications of pragmatics-inspired research in a wide range of translation, spoken and signed language interpreting
activities. Bringing together 22 authoritative chapters by leading scholars, this reference work is divided into three
sections: Influences and Intersections, Methodological Issues, and Applications. Contributions focus on features of
linguistic pragmatics and their analysis in authentic and experimental data relating to a wide range of translation and
interpreting activities, including: news, scientific, literary and audiovisual translation, translation in online social media,
healthcare interpreting and audio description for the theatre. It also encompasses contributions on issues beyond the
level of the text that include the study of interpersonal relationships in practitioner networks and the development of
pragmatic competence in interpreter training. Each chapter includes many practical illustrative examples and a list of
recommended reading. Fundamental reading for students and academics in translation and interpreting studies, this is
also an essential resource for those working in the related fields of linguistics, communication and intercultural studies.
This work consists of an examination and revision of some of the main theses of Speech Act Theory in relation to the
problem of ideology and action-guiding language. Starting from the idea that linguistic philosophy must take into account
how the social structure of the linguistic community may influence and direct the way its language is used, a critical
method of analysis is proposed, developing Speech Act Theory in a way suitable for this purpose. The main guideline of
this proposal is the consideration that a theory of action rather than a theory of meaning should be taken as central in the
analysis of language. The notion of illocutionary force, the problem of intentions and conventions in the constitution of
speech acts, the definition of context, and the classification of speech acts, are then discussed. Based on the conclusions
of this discussion a pragmatic method for the analysis of language is formulated.
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Originally published in 1968, this book traces the development of the emotive theory of ethics from its outline by Ogden and Richards in The
Meaning of Meaning to the elaborate presentation by Stevenson in Ethics and Language. Attention is paid to the positive features of the
ethical theory whilst the author also shows how a more adequate view can be reached through critical reflection on it.
Speech Acts, Meaning and Intentions: Critical Approaches to the Philosophy of J.R. Searle (Foundations of Communication and Cognition).
'This small but tightly packed volume is easily the most substantial discussion of speech acts since John Austin's How To Do Things With
Words and one of the most important contributions to the philosophy of language in recent decades.'--Philosophical Quarterly
Did earlier speakers of English use the same speech acts that we use today? Did they use them in the same way? How did they signal
speech act values and how did they negotiate them in case of uncertainty? These are some of the questions that are addressed in this
volume in innovative case studies that cover a wide range of speech acts from Old English to Present-day English. All the studies offer
careful discussions of methodological and theoretical issues as well as detailed descriptions of specific speech acts. The first part of the
volume is devoted to directives and commissives, i.e. speech acts such as requests, commands and promises. The second part is devoted to
expressives and assertives and deals with speech acts such as greetings, compliments and apologies. The third part, finally, contains
technical reports that deal primarily with the problem of extracting speech acts from historical corpora.
The definitive reference work for this diverse and fertile field: an outstanding international team contribute 41 new essays covering topics from
the nature of language to meaning, truth, and reference, and the interfaces of philosophy of language with linguistics, psychology, logic,
epistemology, and metaphysics.
Speech-act theory is the interdisciplinary study of the wide range of things we do with words. Originally stemming from the influential work of
twentieth-century philosophers, including J. L. Austin and Paul Grice, recent years have seen a resurgence of work on the topic. On one
hand, a new generation of linguists, philosophers, and cognitive scientists have made impressive progress toward reverse-engineering the
psychological underpinnings that allow us to do so much with language. Meanwhile, speech-act theory has been used to enrich our
understanding of pressing social issues that include freedom of speech, racial slurs, and the duplicity of political discourse. This volume
presents fourteen new essays by many of the philosophers and linguists who have led this resurgence. The topics span a methodological
range that includes formal semantics and pragmatics, foundational issues about the nature of linguistic representation, and work on a variety
of forms of indirect and/or uncooperative speech that occupies the intersection of the philosophy of language, ethics, and political philosophy.
Several of the contributions demonstrate the benefits of integrating the methodologies and perspectives of these literatures. The essays are
framed by a comprehensive introductory survey of the contemporary literature written by the editors.
First published in 1985, this book aims to develop an approach to speech acts that has the virtue of being straight-forward, explicit, formal
and flexible enough to accommodate many of the more general problems of interactive verbal communication. The first chapter introduces
situation semantics with the second addressing the assumptions implied by the problem of representing speaker intentionality. The third
chapter presents a streamlined theory of speech acts and the fourth tests the predictions of the theory in several hypothetical discourse
situations. A summary and suggestions for further research is provided in chapter five, and appendices facilitate reference to key concepts.

Foundations of Speech Act Theory investigates the importance of speech act theory to the problem of meaning in linguistics and
philosophy. The papers in this volume, written by respected philosophers and linguists, significantly advance standards of debate
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in this area. Beginning with a detailed introduction to the individual contributors, this collection demonstrates the relevance of
speech acts to semantic theory. It includes essays unified by the assumption that current pragmatic theories are not well equipped
to analyse speech acts satisfactorily, and concludes with five studies which assess the relevance of speech act theory to the
understanding of philosophical problems outside the area of philosophy of language.
`...an impressively wide - and relatively theory neutral - introduction to the field, whilst maintaining interest and clarity throughout. It
is particularly strong in its use of cross-linguistic data from a wide variety of languages, which should appeal to those studying
linguistics. Undergraduates will find it accessible and engaging, but there is also sufficient content to challenge more advanced
students.' Bethan Davies, University of Leeds
This book offers a new theory of the structure of propositions, which provides a uniform treatment of constative and performative
sentences. Jerrold Katz shows that performatives can enter into logically valid arguments, even though, as Austin claimed, they
can't be true or false. Katz also argues that âeoespeech act theoryâe is not a theory at all, but an assortment of observations
about heterogeneous aspects of the performance of speech acts. He shows that a better explanation of speech acts is given by a
grammatical account of the iIIocutionary potential of sentences and a separate pragmatic account of how this potential is realized
in actual speech situtations. Katz provides such a grammatical account, which makes it possible for the first time to explain the
iIIocutionary potential of sentences within grammar.
This book presents a new classification of speech acts. It is an alter native to all previously published classifications of speech
acts. The classification proposed here is based on an extensive set of data, name lyon all the verbs designating linguistic activities
and aspects thereof. A theoretically and methodologically justifiable method is used to proceed in a number of steps from these
data to the classification. The classification is documented in a lexicon with two sections. The first section exhibits the classification
in all its details. Each verb is listed to its meaning at the appropriate place in the classification. according The second,
alphabetically ordered section enables one to locate the verbs classified in the first part. The speech act classification as
presented in this book has a number of consequences for linguistic theorizing: the book makes advances in three linguistically
relevant fields - speech act theory, lexicology, and theory of meaning. In speech act theory firstly of course a classifica tion is
proposed which is theoretically justified and which is simul taneously based explicitly and systematically on linguistic data. Second
ly, a wider concept of speech acts is introduced which proves its value by making possible a linguistically justified classification.
Thirdly, the concept of speech act sequence (or more generally partial order) is brought into focus as a major organizational
principle of the semantic relation between speech acts.
The primary units of meaning in the use and comprehension of language are speech acts of the type called illocutionary acts. In
Foundations of Illocutionary Logic John Searle and Daniel Vanderveken presented the first formalised logic of a general theory of
speech acts. In Meaning and Speech Acts Daniel Vanderveken further develops the logic of speech acts and the logic of
propositions to construct a general semantic theory of natural languages. Volume I, Principles of Language Use explains the
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general principles that connect meaning, reason, thought and speech acts in the semantic structure of language. It presupposes
no detailed knowledge of logical formalism, and will be accessible to a large readership of students and scholars from philosophy,
lingustics, cognitive psychology and computer science. Volume II, Formal Semantics of Success and Satisfaction uses the
resources of philosophical and mathematical logics to develop a formalisation of the laws of the semantic theory advanced in
Volume I. It will be of interest to theoretical linguists and those involved in mathematical logic and artificial intelligence.
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