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Medici Money Banking Metaphysics And Art In Fifteenth
Century Florence
When the King of France invaded Italy in 1494, princely states would fall, sending tremors up
and down the peninsula. The Medici fled from Florence; the republic sprang back to life; and
the French army, occupying the Renaissance city for ten terrifying days, stood on the verge of
sacking it. A 'little friar' from Ferrara, Savonarola was alone in knowing how to comfort citizens
with his sermons and in urging the King to get out of Florence. Although the French left a city
riven by political factions, the Friar's popular 'party' swiftly prevailed. With Florence at the
height of its Renaissance glories, his voice rose above those of all other men. Claiming to be a
messenger from God, he attacked evils on all sides - a mercenary Church, the despotism of
the Medici, vile political elites, and Pope Alexander VI, Rodrigo Borgia, whose name itself was
a byword for brazen corruption. Savonarola foretold a universal 'scourging', but made pleas,
above all, for the renewal of Christianity and for the political voice of the people. His struggle
turned into a battle for the 'soul' of Florence. Excommunicated and silenced, Savonarola
spurned Rome and began to preach again, retaining the strong support of the city republic. As
the Pope and Medicean conspirators closed in on him, five prominent Florentines were
beheaded for plotting against the state, further inflaming the passions already rife in the city.
After an abortive trial by fire to shame and discredit him, his enemies set siege to his convent,
leading to his arrest and trial on trumped-up charges of heresy. Savonarola mingled the fervour
of religion with the ardour of republican politics. Scourge and Fire is the story of his impact on
Florence and of the city's spell over him.
The Medici are famous as the rulers of Florence at the high point of the Renaissance. Their
power derived from the family bank, and this book tells the fascinating, frequently bloody story
of the family and the dramatic development and collapse of their bank (from Cosimo who took
it over in 1419 to his grandson Lorenzo the Magnificent who presided over its precipitous
decline). The Medici faced two apparently insuperable problems: how did a banker deal with
the fact that the Church regarded interest as a sin and had made it illegal? How in a small
republic like Florence could he avoid having his wealth taken away by taxation? But the bank
became indispensable to the Church. And the family completely subverted Florence's claims to
being democratic. They ran the city. Medici Money explores a crucial moment in the passage
from the Middle Ages to the Modern world, a moment when our own attitudes to money and
morals were being formed.To read this book is to understand how much the Renaissance has
to tell us about our own world. Medici Money is one of the launch titles in a new series, Atlas
Books, edited by James Atlas. Atlas Books pairs fine writers with stories of the economic
forces that have shaped the world, in a new genre - the business book as literature.
From Jeanne Kalogridis, the bestselling author of I, Mona Lisa and The Borgia Bride, comes a
new novel that tells the passionate story of a queen who loved not wisely . . . but all too well.
Confidante of Nostradamus, scheming mother-in-law to Mary, Queen of Scots, and architect of
the bloody St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre, Catherine de Medici is one of the most maligned
monarchs in history. In her latest historical fiction, Jeanne Kalogridis tells Catherine's
story—that of a tender young girl, destined to be a pawn in Machiavellian games. Born into one
of Florence's most powerful families, Catherine was soon left a fabulously rich heiress by the
early deaths of her parents. Violent conflict rent the city state and she found herself imprisoned
and threatened by her family's enemies before finally being released and married off to the
handsome Prince Henry of France. Overshadowed by her husband's mistress, the gorgeous,
conniving Diane de Poitiers, and unable to bear children, Catherine resorted to the dark arts of
sorcery to win Henry's love and enhance her fertility—for which she would pay a price. Against
the lavish and decadent backdrop of the French court, and Catherine's blood-soaked visions of
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the future, Kalogridis reveals the great love and desire Catherine bore for her husband, Henry,
and her stark determination to keep her sons on the throne.
The Medici are famous as the rulers of Florence at the high point of the Renaissance. Their
power derived from the family bank, and this book tells the fascinating, frequently bloody story
of the family and the dramatic development and collapse of their bank (from Cosimo who took
it over in 1419 to his grandson Lorenzo the Magnificent who presided over its precipitous
decline). The Medici faced two apparently insuperable problems: how did a banker deal with
the fact that the Church regarded interest as a sin and had made it illegal? How in a small
republic like Florence could he avoid having his wealth taken away by taxation? But the bank
became indispensable to the Church. And the family completely subverted Florence's claims to
being democratic. They ran the city. Medici Money explores a crucial moment in the passage
from the Middle Ages to the Modern world, a moment when our own attitudes to money and
morals were being formed. To read this book is to understand how much the Renaissance has
to tell us about our own world. Medici Money is one of the launch titles in a new series, Atlas
Books, edited by James Atlas. Atlas Books pairs fine writers with stories of the economic
forces that have shaped the world, in a new genre - the business book as literature.
It was a dynasty with more wealth, passion, and power than the houses of Windsor, Kennedy,
and Rockefeller combined. It shaped all of Europe and controlled politics, scientists, artists,
and even popes, for three hundred years. It was the house of Medici, patrons of Botticelli,
Michelangelo and Galileo, benefactors who turned Florence into a global power center, and
then lost it all. The House of Medici picks up where Barbara Tuchman's Hibbert delves into the
lives of the Medici family, whose legacy of increasing self-indulgence and sexual dalliance
eventually led to its self-destruction. With twenty-four pages of black-and-white illustrations,
this timeless saga is one of Quill's strongest-selling paperbacks.
An account of the Renaissance era's preeminent financiers describes how the Medicis built
their fortune as money lenders in spite of the Catholic church's prohibition against usury,
documenting the family's mastery of political, diplomatic, military, and metaphysical tools that
enabled them to retain their wealth and become art patrons and nobles. 25,000 first printing.
From the author of the acclaimed She-Wolves, the complex, surprising, and engaging story of
one of the most remarkable women of the medieval world—as never told before. Helen Castor
tells afresh the gripping story of the peasant girl from Domremy who hears voices from God,
leads the French army to victory, is burned at the stake for heresy, and eventually becomes a
saint. But unlike the traditional narrative, a story already shaped by the knowledge of what
Joan would become and told in hindsight, Castor’s Joan of Arc: A History takes us back to
fifteenth century France and tells the story forwards. Instead of an icon, she gives us a living,
breathing woman confronting the challenges of faith and doubt, a roaring girl who, in fighting
the English, was also taking sides in a bloody civil war. We meet this extraordinary girl amid
the tumultuous events of her extraordinary world where no one—not Joan herself, nor the
people around her—princes, bishops, soldiers, or peasants—knew what would happen next.
Adding complexity, depth, and fresh insight into Joan’s life, and placing her actions in the
context of the larger political and religious conflicts of fifteenth century France, Joan of Arc: A
History is history at its finest and a surprising new portrait of this remarkable woman. Joan of
Arc: A History features an 8-page color insert.
This book is as captivating as the city itself. Hibbert's gift is weaving political, social and art
history into an elegantly readable and marvellously lively whole. The author's book on Florence
will also be at once a history and a guide book and will be enhanced by splendid photographs
and illustrations and line drawings which will describe all teh buildings and treasures of the city.

An Italian travelogue describes the trains that traverse the country, from the
architecture of old train stations to the new high-speed railways, and portrays the
author's memorable encounters along the way.
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“A colorful introduction to one of the most influential businessmen in history” (The New
York Times Book Review), Jacob Fugger—the Renaissance banker “who wrote the
playbook for everyone who keeps score with money” (Bryan Burrough, author of Days
of Rage). In the days when Columbus sailed the ocean and Da Vinci painted the Mona
Lisa, a German banker named Jacob Fugger became the richest man in history.
Fugger lived in Germany at the turn of the sixteenth century, the grandson of a peasant.
By the time he died, his fortune amounted to nearly two percent of European GDP. In
an era when kings had unlimited power, Fugger dared to stare down heads of state and
ask them to pay back their loans—with interest. It was this coolness and self-assurance,
along with his inexhaustible ambition, that made him not only the richest man ever, but
a force of history as well. Before Fugger came along it was illegal under church law to
charge interest on loans, but he got the Pope to change that. He also helped trigger the
Reformation and likely funded Magellan’s circumnavigation of the globe. His creation of
a news service gave him an information edge over his rivals and customers and earned
Fugger a footnote in the history of journalism. And he took Austria’s Habsburg family
from being second-tier sovereigns to rulers of the first empire where the sun never set.
“Enjoyable…readable and fast-paced” (The Wall Street Journal), The Richest Man Who
Ever Lived is more than a tale about the most influential businessman of all time. It is a
story about palace intrigue, knights in battle, family tragedy and triumph, and a violent
clash between the one percent and everybody else. “The tale of Fugger’s aspiration,
ruthlessness, and greed is riveting” (The Economist).
Entrepreneurs would do well to think strategically like investors. After all, founders are
their own first investors. This book treats venture capital as a topic of entrepreneurial
strategy, not finance, and includes a background of the industry, an explanation of all
aspect of the VC Job Cycle and a framework called "VC Razor" for performing due
diligence.
"In this volume, Lauren Jacobi explores some of the repercussions of early capitalism
through a study of the location and types of spaces that were used for banking and
minting in Florence and other mercantile centers in Europe"-Catalog of an exhibition held in Florence, Palazzo Strozzi, 17 September 2011-22
January 2012.
Universities were driving forces of change in late Renaissance Italy. The Gonzaga, the
ruling family of Mantua, had long supported scholarship and dreamed of founding an
institution of higher learning within the city. In the early seventeenth century they joined
forces with the Jesuits, a powerful intellectual and religious force, to found one of the
most innovative universities of the time. Paul F. Grendler provides the first book in any
language about the Peaceful University of Mantua, its official name. He traces the
efforts of Duke Ferdinando Gonzaga, a prince savant who debated Galileo, as he made
his family's dream a reality. Ferdinando negotiated with the Jesuits, recruited
professors, and financed the school. Grendler examines the motivations of the
Gonzaga and the Jesuits in the establishment of a joint civic and Jesuit university. The
University of Mantua lasted only six years, lost during the brutal sack of the city by
German troops in 1630. Despite its short life, the university offered original scholarship
and teaching. It had the first professorship of chemistry more than 100 years before any
other Italian university. The leading professor of medicine identified the symptoms of
angina pectoris 140 years before an English scholar named the disease. The star law
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professor advanced new legal theories while secretly spying for James I of England.
The Jesuits taught humanities, philosophy, and theology in ways both similar to and
different from lay professors. A superlative study of education, politics, and culture in
seventeenth-century Italy, this book reconsiders a period in Italy's history often
characterized as one of feckless rulers and stagnant learning. Thanks to extensive
archival research and a thorough examination of the published works of the university's
professors, Grendler's history tells a new story. -- Kathleen Comerford, Georgia
Southern University
Over recent decades, Spinoza scholarship has significantly developed in both France
and the United States, shedding new light on the work of this major philosopher.
Spinoza in Twenty-First-Century American and French Philosophy systematically unites
for the first time American and French Spinoza specialists in conversation with each
other, illustrating the fecundity of bringing together diverse approaches to the study of
Early Modern philosophy. Spinoza in Twenty-First-Century American and French
Philosophy gives readers a unique opportunity to discover the most consequential and
sophisticated aspects of American and French Spinoza research today. Featuring
chapters by American scholars with French experts responding to these, the book is
structured according to the themes of Spinoza's philosophy, including metaphysics,
philosophy of mind, moral philosophy and political philosophy. The contributions
consider the full range of Spinoza's philosophy, with chapters addressing not only the
Ethics but his lesser-known early works and political works as well. Issues covered
include Spinoza's views on substance and mode, his conception of number, his
account of generosity as freedom, and many other topics.
A “marvelous” Mediterranean memoir of an expatriate father raising his children in
Italy—from the author of Italian Neighbors (The Washington Post). Tim Parks offers
another lively firsthand account of Italian society and culture—this time focusing on all
the little things that turn an ordinary newborn infant into a true Italian. When British-born
Tim Parks heard a mother at the beach in Pescara shout to her son, “Alberto, don’t
sweat! No you can’t go in the sea till eleven, it’s still too cold, go and see your cousin
in row three number fifty-two,” he was inspired to write about parenting in Italy—which
he was doing himself at the time after adopting the country as his own. In this
humorous memoir, Parks offers an enchanting portrait of Italian childhood that shifts
from comedy to despair in the time it takes to sing a lullaby. The result is “a wry,
thoughtful, and often hilarious book . . . a parable of how our children, no matter what,
are other than ourselves” (The New Yorker). “Glimpses of Italy that are fond, critical,
pithy and penetrating.” —The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
The Borgia family have become a byword for evil. Corruption, incest, ruthless
megalomania, avarice and vicious cruelty—all have been associated with their name.
And yet, paradoxically, this family lived when the Renaissance was coming into its full
flowering in Italy. Examples of infamy flourished alongside some of the finest art
produced in western history.This is but one of several paradoxes associated with the
Borgia family. For the family which produced corrupt popes, depraved princes and
poisoners, would also produce a saint. Previously history has tended to condemn, or
attempt in part to exonerate, this remarkable family. Yet in order to understand the
Borgias, the Borgias must be related to their time, together with the world which
enabled them to flourish. Within this context the Renaissance itself takes on a very
Page 4/11

Read Free Medici Money Banking Metaphysics And Art In Fifteenth Century
Florence
different aspect. Was the corruption part of the creation, or vice versa? Would one have
been possible without the other?The powerful forces which first played out in the
amphitheaters of ancient Greece: hubris, incest, murder, rivalries and doomed families,
treacheries of political power, twists of fate—they are all here. Along with the final, tragic
downfall. All these elements are played out in full in the glorious and infamous history of
the Borgia family.
"Cosimo de'Medici (1389-1464), the fabulously wealthy banker who became the leading
citizen of Florence in the fifteenth century, spent lavishly as the city's most important
patron of art and literature. This book is the first comprehensive examination of the
whole body of works of art and architecture commissioned by Cosimo and his sons. By
looking closely at this spectacular group of commissions, we gain an entirely new
picture of their patron, and of the patron's point of view. Recurrent themes in the
commissions - from Fra Angelico's San Marco altarpiece to the Medici palace - indicate
the main interests to which Cosimo's patronage gave visual expression. Dale Kent
offers new insights and perspectives on the individual objects comprising the Medici
oeuvre by setting them within the context of civic and popular culture in early
Renaissance Florence, and of Cosimo's life as the leader of the Medici lineage and the
dominant force in the governing elite." "From the wealth of available documentation
illuminating Cosimo de'Medici's life, the author considers how his own experience
influenced his patronage; how the culture of Renaissance Florence provided a common
idiom for the patron, his artists, and his audience; what he preferred and intended as a
patron; and how focussing on his patronage of art alters the image of him that is based
on his roles as banker and politician. Cosimo was as much a product as a shaper of
Florentine society, Kent concludes. She identifies civic patriotism and devotion as the
main themes of his oeuvre and argues that religious imperatives may well have been
more important than political ones in shaping the art for which he was responsible and
its reception."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North
America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
Botticelli is one of the most beloved figures of the Renaissance period and his
seductive Venus and graceful Primavera are among the world's most recognizable
works of art. Now available in an attractive and accessibly priced hardcover edition, this
catalogue raisonne of Botticelli's paintings offers meticulous scholarship by the
distinguished Renaissance art historian Frank Zollner and more than two hundred fullcolour illustrations. As The Financial Times praised the previous edition of the book,
Zollner is a fabulous, accessible scholar; his book has luscious reproductions and
exquisite detail.A" Presented in chronological order, the facts of Botticelli's life and
career are insightfully discussed against the background of the artistic upheaval that
marked the Renaissance period. The artist's reinterpretations of ancient myths as well
as his religious paintings are thoughtfully explored in this sumptuously illustrated
volume, which will please scholars and delight lovers of fine art books everywhere.
The acclaimed author of Italian Ways returns with an exploration into Italy’s past and
present—following in the footsteps of Garibaldi’s famed 250-mile journey across the
Apennines. In the summer of 1849, Giuseppe Garibaldi, Italy’s legendary revolutionary,
was finally forced to abandon his defense of Rome. He and his men had held the
besieged city for four long months, but now it was clear that only surrender would
prevent slaughter and destruction at the hands of a huge French army. Against all
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odds, Garibaldi was determined to turn defeat into moral victory. On the evening of July
2, riding alongside his pregnant wife, Anita, he led 4,000 hastily assembled men to
continue the struggle for national independence elsewhere. Hounded by both French
and Austrian armies, the garibaldini marched hundreds of miles across the Appenines,
Italy’s mountainous spine, and after two months of skirmishes and adventures arrived
in Ravenna with just 250 survivors. Best-selling author Tim Parks, together with his
partner Eleonora, set out in the blazing summer of 2019 to follow Garibaldi and Anita’s
arduous journey through the heart of Italy. In The Hero’s Way he delivers a superb
travelogue that captures Garibaldi’s determination, creativity, reckless courage, and
profound belief. And he provides a fascinating portrait of Italy then and now, filled with
unforgettable observations of Italian life and landscape, politics, and people.
A dazzling piece of Italian history of the infamous family that become one of the most
powerful in Europe, weaving its history with Renaissance greats from Leonardo da
Vinci to Galileo Against the background of an age which saw the rebirth of ancient and
classical learning, The Medici is a remarkably modern story of power, money and
ambition. Strathern paints a vivid narrative of the dramatic rise and fall of the Medici
family in Florence, as well as the Italian Renaissance which they did so much to
sponsor and encourage. Strathern also follows the lives of many of the great
Renaissance artists with whom the Medici had dealings, including Leonardo,
Michelangelo and Donatello; as well as scientists like Galileo and Pico della Mirandola;
and the fortunes of those members of the Medici family who achieved success away
from Florence, including the two Medici popes and Catherine de' Médicis, who became
Queen of France and played a major role in that country through three turbulent reigns.
‘A great overview of one family's centuries-long role in changing the face of Europe’
Irish Independent
Is Italy a united country, or a loose affiliation of warring states? Is Italian football (which
we Americans know as “soccer”) a sport, or an ill-disguised protraction of ancient
enmities? After twenty years in the bel paese, Tim Parks goes on the road to follow the
fortunes of his hometown soccer club, Hellas Verona, to pay a different kind of visit to
some of the world’s most beautiful cities, and to get a fresh take on the conundrum that
is national character. From Udine to Catania, from the San Siro to the Olimpico,
traveling with the raucous and unruly Verona fans—whose conduct is a cross between
that of asylum inmates and the Keystone Kops—Tim Parks offers his highly personal
account of one man’s relationship with a country, its people, and its national sport. The
clubs are struggling, as always, to keep their heads above water in Series A. The fans,
as always, are accused of vulgarity, racism, and violence. It’s an election year and
politics encroaches. The police are ambiguous, the journeys exhausting, the referees
unforgivable, the anecdotes hilarious. And behind it all is the growing intuition that in a
world stripped of idealism and bereft of religion, soccer offers a new and fiercely ironic
way of forming community and engaging with the sacred.
Having founded the bank that became the most powerful in Europe in the fifteenth
century, the Medici gained massive political power in Florence, raising the city to a peak
of cultural achievement and becoming its hereditary dukes. Among their number were
no fewer than three popes and a powerful and influential queen of France. Their
influence brought about an explosion of Florentine art and architecture. Michelangelo,
Donatello, Fra Angelico, and Leonardo were among the artists with whom they were
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socialized and patronized.Thus runs the "accepted view" of the Medici. However, Mary
Hollingsworth argues that the idea that the Medici were enlightened rulers of the
Renaissance is a fiction that has now acquired the status of historical fact. In truth, the
Medici were as devious and immoral as the Borgias--tyrants loathed in the city they
illegally made their own. In this dynamic new history, Hollingsworth argues that past
narratives have focused on a sanitized and fictitious view of the Medici--wise rulers,
enlightened patrons of the arts, and fathers of the Renaissance--but that in fact their
past was reinvented in the sixteenth century, mythologized by later generations of
Medici who used this as a central prop for their legacy.Hollingsworth's revelatory retelling of the story of the family Medici brings a fresh and exhilarating new perspective
to the story behind the most powerful family of the Italian Renaissance.
The name Borgia is synonymous with the corruption, nepotism, and greed that were rife
in Renaissance Italy. The powerful, voracious Rodrigo Borgia, better known to history
as Pope Alexander VI, was the central figure of the dynasty. Two of his seven papal
offspring also rose to power and fame - Lucrezia Borgia, his daughter, whose husband
was famously murdered by her brother, and that brother, Cesare, who served as the
model for Niccolo Machiavelli's The Prince. Notorious for seizing power, wealth, land,
and titles through bribery, marriage, and murder, the dynasty's dramatic rise from its
Spanish roots to its occupation of the highest position in Renaissance society forms a
gripping tale. Erudite, witty, and always insightful, Hibbert removes the layers of myth
around the Borgia family and creates a portrait alive with his superb sense of character
and place.
"The first English translation of the complete literary works of Lorenzo de' Medici (1
January 1449-9 April 1492), Italian statesman and ruler of the Florentine Republic
during the Italian Renaissance. Comprises love poems, comic poems, short stories,
and philosophical and devotional works, including one play"-The roots of modern capitalism go back to the Italian banking system of the late Middle
Ages and the Renaissance. In the fifteenth century, the Medici Bank succeeded in
overshadowing its competitors, the Bardi and the Peruzzi, who were the giants of the
fourteenth century, and grew into a vast establishment with branches in most of the
large cities of Western Europe. A study of its operations is essential to an
understanding of the economic conditions in Europe in the fifteenth century. From a
careful study of pertinent documents, including a set of libri segreti (confidential
ledgers) discovered in 1950, Professor de Roover has reconstructed the details of the
bank’s organization and operating methods; its loan policies, which reflected the
Church’s doctrine on usury; its trading and industrial investments; its roles within the
Florentine gild system and tax structure; and its activities as financial agent of the
Church. He covers every aspect of the bank’s history, from its early years under the
management of Giovanni di Bicci de’ Medici to its collapse with the expulsion of the
Medici from Florence. “An invaluable contribution to the economic history of the
period....A splendid book.”—Harry A. Miskimin, The American Economic Review “The
most important work in English on a medieval or Renaissance bank.”—The Economist
“The best book ever written on the medieval banking system.”—John T. Noonan, Jr.,
Harvard Law Review “The most authoritative treatment of its subject in any
language.”—Rondo Cameron, The Accounting Review
One of the defining moments in Western history, the bloody and dramatic story of the
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battle for the soul of Renaissance Florence. By the end of the fifteenth century,
Florence was well established as the home of the Renaissance. As generous patrons to
the likes of Botticelli and Michelangelo, the ruling Medici embodied the progressive
humanist spirit of the age, and in Lorenzo de' Medici (Lorenzo the Magnificent) they
possessed a diplomat capable of guarding the militarily weak city in a climate of
constantly shifting allegiances between the major Italian powers. However, in the form
of Savonarola, an unprepossessing provincial monk, Lorenzo found his nemesis. Filled
with Old Testament fury and prophecies of doom, Savonarola's sermons reverberated
among a disenfranchised population, who preferred medieval Biblical certainties to the
philosophical interrogations and intoxicating surface glitter of the Renaissance.
Savonarola's aim was to establish a 'City of God' for his followers, a new kind of
democratic state, the likes of which the world had never seen before. The battle
between these two men would be a fight to the death, a series of sensational
events—invasions, trials by fire, the 'Bonfire of the Vanities', terrible executions and
mysterious deaths—featuring a cast of the most important and charismatic Renaissance
figures. Was this a simple clash of wills between a benign ruler and religious fanatic?
Between secular pluralism and repressive extremism? In an exhilaratingly rich and
deeply researched story, Paul Strathern reveals the paradoxes, self-doubts, and
political compromises that made the battle for the soul of the Renaissance city one of
the most complex and important moments in Western history.
'I have lost interest ...in all that I have written prior to The Philosophy of Money . This
one is really my book, the others appear to me colourless and seem as if they could
have been written by anyone else.' - Georg Simmel to Heinrich Rickert (1904) In The
Philosophy of Money , Simmel provides us with a remarkably wide-ranging discussion
of the social, psychological and philosophical aspects of the money economy, full of
brilliant insights into the forms that social relationships take. He analyzes the
relationships of money to exchange, the human personality, the position of women,
individual freedom and many other areas of human existence. Later he provides us with
an account of the consequences of the modern money economy and the division of
labour, which examines the processes of alienation and reification in work, urban life
and elsewhere. Perhaps, more than any of his other sociological works, The Philosophy
of Money gives us an example of his comprehensive analysis of the interrelationships
between the most diverse and seemingly connected social phenomena. This revised
edition of the translation by Tom Bottomore and David Frisby, includes a new Preface
by Davi
The Year is 1500. Christopher Columbus, stripped of his title Admiral of the Ocean
Seas, waits in chains in a Caribbean prison built under his orders, looking out at the
colony that he founded, nurtured, and ruled for eight years. Less than a decade after
discovering the New World, he has fallen into disgrace, accused by the royal court of
being a liar, a secret Jew, and a foreigner who sought to steal the riches of the New
World for himself. The tall, freckled explorer with the aquiline nose, whose flaming red
hair long ago turned gray, passes his days in prayer and rumination, trying to ignore the
waterfront gallows that are all too visible from his cell. And he plots for one great
escape, one last voyage to the ends of the earth, one final chance to prove himself.
What follows is one of history's most epic -- and forgotten -- adventures. Columbus
himself would later claim that his fourth voyage was his greatest. It was without doubt
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his most treacherous. Of the four ships he led into the unknown, none returned.
Columbus would face the worst storms a European explorer had ever encountered. He
would battle to survive amid mutiny, war, and a shipwreck that left him stranded on a
desert isle for almost a year. On his tail were his enemies, sent from Europe to track
him down. In front of him: the unknown. Martin Dugard's thrilling account of this final
voyage brings Columbus to life as never before-adventurer, businessman, father, lover,
tyrant, and hero.
Management History is not simply a book about the history of business or even the
history of management. The goal of this book is to demonstrate that despite the relative
newness of management science as an academic subject, management has been
around since ancient times. Through understanding the history of management - both in
practice and theory - one is able to approach the complex and challenging problems of
modern management from a new perspective. The book not only traces the
development of management from history to the present day, but also examines the
way this evolution impacts how management is practiced today and how it may develop
in the future. It incorporates case studies from around the world cutting across a range
of time periods, from the Egyptian royal tomb builders of Deir el-Medina, to H.J. Heinz,
Cadbury Brothers and Tata Steel. Management History is ideal for instructors wishing
to incorporate historical content and analysis into management education courses,
modules, and training programs, particularly at the MBA level and higher.
Medici MoneyBanking, metaphysics and art in fifteenth-century FlorenceProfile Books
Recounts the life of Lorenzo de' Medici, the Florentine banker, statesman, and arts
patron, and includes his competitive and at times violent career in politics.

"Am I giving the impression that I don't like the Veneto? It's not true. I love it. But
like any place that's become home I hate it too." How does an Englishman cope
when he moves to Italy - not the tourist idyll but the real Italy? When Tim Parks
first moved to Verona he found it irresistible and infuriating in equal measure; this
book is the story of his love affair with it. Infused with an objective passion, he
unpicks the idiosyncrasies and nuances of Italian culture with wit and affection.
Italian Neighbours is travel writing at its best.
Originally published as: The Medici effect: breakthrough insights at the
intersection of ideas, concepts, and cultures. Boston, Massachusetts: Harvard
Business School Press, A2004.
From the bestselling author of F.I.A.S.C.O., a riveting chronicle of the rise of
dangerous financial instruments and the growing crisis in American business One
by one, major corporations such as Enron, Global Crossing, and Worldcom
imploded all around us, prey to a greed-driven culture and dubious or illegal
corporate finance and accounting. In a compelling and disturbing narrative, Frank
Partnoy's Infectious Greed brings to bear all of his skills and experience as a
securities attorney, financial analyst, law professor, and bestselling author to tell
the story of the rise of the trading instruments and corporate financial structures
that imperil the economic health of the country. Starting in the mid-1980s with the
introduction of the first proto-derivatives, and taking us through such high-profile
disasters as Barings Bank and Long Term Capital Management, Partnoy traces a
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seamless progression to today's dangerous manipulations. He documents how
each new level of financial risk and complexity obscured the sickness of the
company in question, and required ever more ingenious deceptions. It's an
alarming story, but Partnoy offers a clear vision of how we can step back from the
precipice.
Lucrezia Borgia is among the most fascinating and controversial personalities of
the Renaissance. The daughter of Pope Alexander VI, she was intensely
involved in the political life of Italy during the late fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries. While her marriage alliances helped advance the political objectives of
the papacy, she also held the office of Governor of Spoleto, a role normally
reserved for Cardinals, making her one of the most powerful and dynamic female
figures of the Renaissance. Among the first books to employ historical method to
move beyond myth and romance that had obscured the fascinating story of
Lucrezia Borgia was the biography written by the noted German historian
Ferdinand Gregorovius. Ferdinand Gregorovius (1821-1891) was one of the
preeminent scholars of the Italian Renaissance. His biography of Lucrezia Borgia
reveals the atmosphere of the Renaissance, painting a portrait of Lucrezia and
her relationships with her father Rodrigo Borgia, Pope Alexander VI, her brother
Cesare, her mother Vanozza, her father’s mistress, Giulia Farnese, her husband
Duke Alfonso D’Este of Ferrara, and many others, including important artists and
writers of the time. All are vividly portrayed against the colorful background of
Renaissance Italy. Gregorovius separates myth from documented fact and his
book remains a key reference work on the life and times of the Borgia princess.
This new edition of Gregorovius’s classic work Lucrezia Borgia is enhanced with
an introduction by Samantha Morris, a noted expert on the history of the Borgias.
Samantha studied archaeology at the University of Winchester where her interest
in the history of the Italian Renaissance began. She is the author of Cesare
Borgia: In a Nutshell and Girolamo Savonarola: The Renaissance Preacher. She
also runs the website theborgiabull.com.
A fresh telling of the rise and fall of the House of Medici, the family that
dominated political and cultural life in Florence for three centuries.
Richard A. Goldthwaite, a leading economic historian of the Italian Renaissance,
has spent his career studying the Florentine economy. In this magisterial work,
Goldthwaite brings together a lifetime of research and insight on the subject,
clarifying and explaining the complex workings of Florence's commercial,
banking, and artisan sectors. Florence was one of the most industrialized cities in
medieval Europe, thanks to its thriving textile industries. The importation of raw
materials and the exportation of finished cloth necessitated the creation of
commercial and banking practices that extended far beyond Florence's
boundaries. Part I situates Florence within this wider international context and
describes the commercial and banking networks through which the city's
merchant-bankers operated. Part II focuses on the urban economy of Florence
itself, including various industries, merchants, artisans, and investors. It also
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evaluates the role of government in the economy, the relationship of the urban
economy to the region, and the distribution of wealth throughout the society.
While political, social, and cultural histories of Florence abound, none focuses
solely on the economic history of the city. The Economy of Renaissance Florence
offers both a systematic description of the city's major economic activities and a
comprehensive overview of its economic development from the late Middle Ages
through the Renaissance to 1600. -- Brian Maxson
Annotation. This work bridges a critical gap in the social sciences. It brings
identity and norms to economics. People's notions of what is proper, and what is
forbidden, and for whom, are fundamental to how hard they work, and how they
learn, spend, and save.
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