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In medieval Europe, the word fama denoted both talk (what was commonly said about a
person or event) and an individual's ensuing reputation (one's fama). Although talk by
others was no doubt often feared, it was also valued and even cultivated as a vehicle
for shaping one's status. People had to think about how to "manage" their fama, which
played an essential role in the medieval culture of appearances. At the same time,
however, institutions such as law courts and the church, alarmed by the power of talk,
sought increasingly to regulate it. Christian moral discourse, literary and visual
representation, juristic manuals, and court records reflected concern about talk. This
book's authors consider how talk was created and entered into memory. They address
such topics as fama's relation to secular law and the preoccupations of the church, its
impact on women's lives, and its capacity to shape the concept of literary authorship.
A panoramic account of the history of Europe, the Mediterranean, and the Near East
from the fall of Rome to the rise of Islam.
This is a collection of original essays on the settlement of disputes in the early middle
ages, a subject of central importance for social and political history. Case material, from
the evidence of charters, is used to reveal the realities of the settlement process in the
behaviour and interactions of people - instead of the prescriptive and idealised models
of law-codes and edicts. The book is not therefore a technical study of charters
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evidence. The geographical range across Europe is unusually wide, which allows
comparison across differing societies. Frankish material is inevitably prominent, but the
contributors have sought to integrate Celtic, Greek, Italian and Spanish material into the
mainstream of the subject. Above all, the book aims to 'demystify' the study of early
medieval law, and to present a radical reappraisal of established assumptions about
law and society.
"The breath of reading is astounding, the knowledge displayed is awe-inspiring and the
attention quietly given to critical theory and the postmodern questioning of evidence is
both careful and sincere."--The Daily Telegraph (UK) "A superlative work of historical
scholarship."--Literary Review (UK) A unique and enlightening look at Europe's socalled Dark Ages; the second volume in the Penguin History of Europe Defying the
conventional Dark Ages view of European history between A.D. 400 and 1000, awardwinning historian Chris Wickham presents The Inheritance of Rome, a work of
remarkable scope and rigorous yet accessible scholarship. Drawing on a wealth of new
material and featuring a thoughtful synthesis of historical and archaeological
approaches, Wickham agues that these centuries were critical in the formulation of
European identity. From Ireland to Constantinople, the Baltic to the Mediterranean, the
narrative constructs a vivid portrait of the vast and varied world of Goths, Franks,
Vandals, Arabs, Saxons, and Vikings. Groundbreaking and full of fascinating
revelations, The Inheritance of Rome offers a fresh understanding of the crucible in
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which Europe would ultimately be created.
Focusing on local and regional studies of village communities as a way of
understanding medieval European history, this book centres on a group of villages
around Lucca and studies their social and political structures.
A comprehensive survey of recent work in Medieval Italian history and archaeology by
an international cast of contributors, arranged within a broader context of studies on
other regions and major historical transitions in Europe, c.400 to c.1400CE. Each of the
contributors reflect on the contribution made to the field by Chris Wickham, whose own
work spans studies based on close archival work, to broad and ambitious statements
on economic and social change in the transition from Roman to medieval Europe, and
the value of comparing this across time and space.
Studies on the ideas and institutions of Western civilization from 200 A.D. to 1500 A.D.
The goal of this book is to discuss the theoretical challenges posed by the study of
social and political inequality of local societies in Western Europe during the Early
Middle Ages. Traditional approaches have defined rural communities as passive
bodies, poor and unstable in the framework of a self-sufficient economy. In the last few
decades the crisis on social approaches both in medieval history and archaeology have
missed the opportunity to re-evaluate the role of peasantry and other subaltern groups,
even if new written ad material evidences have eroded the traditional assumptions.
Conversely, scholars focused on elites and aristocracies have promoted very powerful
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agendas and projects.00As a consequence of the 2007-2008 recession, Social
Sciences have begun to be interested in social and economic inequality, opening new
avenues for a reassessment of social history. The Early Medieval period has been
identified by different scholars as a key term for the analysis of political complexity and
social inequality in a long-term perspective.00The study of local societies has become
one of the most fruitful arenas to innovate medieval archaeology and history, using
approaches related to the microhistory. This book, dedicated to Chris Wickham, is
formed by fourteen papers centred on the study, from both written and material records,
of early medieval local communities, which tend to propose a complex framework of
social inequality in the local scale.
Brings together 11 of the author's fundamental essays on the social history of the late
Roman and early medieval period in Italy and, more generally, in Europe. The first
section, The Roman Empire and After, focuses on the state and the economy of late
Antiquity and what happened to them in the political crisis of the western empire in the
fifth century. Part 2, Theorizing early medieval Europe, concentrates on the economy of
the early medieval west, as seen through comparative surveys of pastoralism, the use
of woodland and the relationships between peasants and lords. The last part, Italian
society from the Carolingians to the communes contains analyses of medieval Italy that
are of comparative interest.
Introduction to Medieval Europe 300-1500 provides a comprehensive survey of this
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complex and varied formative period of European history. Covering themes as diverse
as barbarian migrations, the impact of Christianization, the formation of nations and
states, the emergence of an expansionist commercial economy, the growth of cities, the
Crusades, the effects of plague, and the intellectual and cultural life of the Middle Ages,
the book explores the driving forces behind the formation of medieval society and the
directions in which it developed and changed. In doing this, the authors cover a wide
geographic expanse, including Western interactions with the Byzantine Empire and the
Islamic World. Now in full colour, this second edition contains a wealth of new features
that help to bring this fascinating era to life, including: A detailed timeline of the period,
putting key events into context Primary source case boxes Full colour illustrations
throughout New improved maps A glossary of terms Annotated suggestions for further
reading The book is supported by a free companion website with resources including,
for instructors, assignable discussion questions and all of the images and maps in the
book available to download, and for students, a comparative interactive timeline of the
period and links to useful websites. The website can be found at
www.routledge.com/cw/blockmans. Clear and stimulating, the second edition of
Introduction to Medieval Europe is the ideal companion to studying Europe in the
Middle Ages at undergraduate level.
'Medieval Rome' analyses the history of the city of Rome between 900 and 1150, a
period of major changes in the city. It takes the urban economy, the social history of the
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different strata of society, the articulation between the city's regions and the cultural
identity of Rome as seen in its processions, its material culture, its legal transformations
and its sense of the past. These are the underpinnings of a major reinterpretation of the
city's political history in the era of the 'reform papacy', one of the greatest crises in
Rome's history.
This comprehensive survey synthesises a quarter of a century of pathbreaking research
in an accessible manner for undergraduate students. Matthew Innes combines an
account of the historical background of the period with discussion of the social,
economic, cultural and political structures within it.
"The Penguin History of Europe series... is one of contemporary publishing's great
projects."--New Statesman It was an age of hope and possibility, of accomplishment
and expansion. Europe's High Middle Ages spanned the Crusades, the building of
Chartres Cathedral, Dante's Inferno, and Thomas Aquinas. Buoyant, confident,
creative, the era seemed to be flowering into a true renaissance-until the disastrous
fourteenth century rained catastrophe in the form of plagues, famine, and war. In
Europe in the High Middle Ages, William Chester Jordan paints a vivid, teeming
landscape that captures this lost age in all its glory and complexity. Here are the great
popes who revived the power of the Church against the secular princes; the writers and
thinkers who paved the way for the Renaissance; the warriors who stemmed the
Islamic tide in Spain and surged into Palestine; and the humbler estates, those who
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found new hope and prosperity until the long night of the 1300s. From high to low, from
dramatic events to social structures, Jordan's account brings to life this fascinating age.
Part of the Penguin History of Europe series, edited by David Cannadine.
"King and Emperor takes on the compelling suspense of good detective work as well as
good history."—The Wall Street Journal Charles I, often known as Charlemagne, is one
of the most extraordinary figures ever to rule an empire. Driven by unremitting physical
energy and intellectual curiosity, he was a man of many parts, a warlord and conqueror,
a judge who promised "for each their law and justice," a defender of the Latin Church, a
man of flesh and blood. In the twelve centuries since his death, warfare, accident,
vermin, and the elements have destroyed much of the writing on his rule, but a
remarkable amount has survived. Janet Nelson's wonderful new book brings together
everything we know about Charles I, sifting through the available evidence, literary and
material, to paint a vivid portrait of the man and his motives. Building on Nelson’s own
extraordinary knowledge, this biography is a sort of detective story, prying into and
interpreting fascinating and often obdurate scraps of evidence, from prayer books to
skeletons, gossip to artwork. Charles’s legacy lies in his deeds and their continuing
resonance, as he shaped counties, countries, and continents; founded and rebuilt
towns and monasteries; and consciously set himself up not just as King of the Franks,
but as the head of the renewed Roman Empire. His successors—even to the present
day—have struggled to interpret, misinterpret, copy, or subvert his legacy. Janet Nelson
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gets us as close as we can hope to come to the real figure of Charles the man as he
was understood in his own time.
This collection of essays deals with a broad range of issues within the study, past and
present, of the early Middle Ages. Subjects include war, power, ethnicity, gender,
Charlemagne and Carolingian history. The book is largely concerned with reading the
sources, both medieval and modern, and interpreting their narrators.
Medieval EuropeYale University Press

The Prospect of Global History takes a new approach to the study of global
history, seeking to apply it rather than advocate it. The volume seeks
perspectives on history from East Asian and Islamic sources as well as European
ones and insists on depth in historical analysis. The Prospect of Global History
will speak to those interested in medieval and ancient history as well as modern
history. Chapters range from historical sociology to economic history, from
medieval to modern times, from European expansion to constitutional history,
and from the United States across South Asia to China.
The idea that with the decline of the Roman Empire Europe entered into some
immense ‘dark age’ has long been viewed as inadequate by many historians.
How could a world still so profoundly shaped by Rome and which encompassed
such remarkable societies as the Byzantine, Carolingian and Ottonian empires,
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be anything other than central to the development of European history? How
could a world of so many peoples, whether expanding, moving or stable, of
Goths, Franks, Vandals, Byzantines, Arabs, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, whose
genetic and linguistic inheritors we all are, not lie at the heart of how we
understand ourselves? The Inheritance of Rome is a work of remarkable scope
and ambition. Drawing on a wealth of new material, it is a book which will
transform its many readers’ ideas about the crucible in which Europe would in
the end be created. From the collapse of the Roman imperial system to the
establishment of the new European dynastic states, perhaps this book’s most
striking achievement is to make sense of an immensely long period of time,
experienced by many generations of Europeans, and which, while it certainly
included catastrophic invasions and turbulence, also contained long periods of
continuity and achievement. From Ireland to Constantinople, from the Baltic to
the Mediterranean, this is a genuinely Europe-wide history of a new kind, with
something surprising or arresting on every page.
R.C. Davis provided the classic account of the European medieval world;
equipping generations of undergraduate and ‘A’ level students with sufficient
grasp of the period to debate diverse historical perspectives and reputations. His
book has been important grounding for both modernists required to take a course
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in medieval history, and those who seek to specialise in the medieval period. In
updating this classic work to a third edition, the additional author now enables
students to see history in action; the diverse viewpoints and important research
that has been undertaken since Davis’ second edition, and progressed historical
understanding. Each of Davis original chapters now concludes with a ‘new
directions and developments’ section by Professor RI Moore, Emeritus of
Newcastle University. A key work updated in a method that both enhances
subject understanding and sets important research in its wider context. A vital
resource, now up-to-date for generations of historians to come.
Environment and Society in the Long Late Antiquity brings together scientific,
archaeological and historical evidence on the interplay of social change and
environmental phenomena at the end of Antiquity and the dawn of the Middle
Ages, ca. 300-800 AD.
Medieval civilization came of age in thunderous events like the Norman Conquest
and the First Crusade. Power fell into the hands of men who imposed coercive
new lordships in quest of nobility. Rethinking a familiar history, Thomas Bisson
explores the circumstances that impelled knights, emperors, nobles, and
churchmen to infuse lordship with social purpose. Bisson traces the origins of
European government to a crisis of lordship and its resolution. King John of
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England was only the latest and most conspicuous in a gallery of bad lords who
dominated the populace instead of ruling it. Yet, it was not so much the
oppressed people as their tormentors who were in crisis. The Crisis of the
Twelfth Century suggests what these violent people—and the outcries they
provoked—contributed to the making of governments in kingdoms, principalities,
and towns.
This book is a major reassessment of the archaeological and documentary
evidence for the economic history of eighth-century Europe and the
Mediterranean.
How is the history of medieval Europe written? What national discourses shape
the editing of medieval texts and their interpretation in historiography? And how
can medieval historians confront these questions by reintegrating their
fragmented field through the use of comparison and critiques across national
boundaries? In his work, Timothy Reuter regularly posed these challenges to his
colleagues, acting as a bridge between the historians of England and Germany,
working on an edition of the letters of Wibald of Stavelot (whose own career took
him to many of the power centres of medieval Europe), and positioning medieval
Europe in the wider discourses of world history. The essays collected here
provide a response to this challenge. Dedicated to Prof. Reuter's memory and in
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some cases directly continuing his work, all are explicitly comparative in their
approach. All of the authors take as their starting point the need to be conscious
of the situation from which they themselves are writing and to be sensitive to the
training traditions which have shaped their own interpretations. This book shows
medieval historians at work, questioning and reflecting on their practice. As well
as being of value to specialists in the field, the essays are written in an
approachable style and will therefore be of value as a teaching tool to
undergraduate and graduate students.
This is the most authoritative account of life in Medieval Europe between the fall
of the Roman Empire and the coming of the Renaissance. Full coverage is given
to all aspects of life in a thousand-year period which saw the creation of western
civilization: from the empires and kingdoms of Charlemagne, the Byzantines, and
the Hundred Years War, to the ideals of the crusades, the building of great
cathedrals and the social catastrophe of the Black Death; the cultural worlds of
chivalric knights, popular festivals, and new art forms. The chapters show the
movement of the centre of gravity in European life from the Mediterranean to the
north; and the authors explore the contrast between Byzantine and Renaissance
cultures in the south and the new, complex political and social structures of northwest Europe, which by 1300 had the most advanced civilization the world had
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ever seen.
By 1400, the once-mighty Byzantine Empire stood on the verge of destruction. Most of
its territories had been lost to the Ottoman Turks, and Constantinople was under close
blockade. Against all odds, Byzantium lingered on for another fifty years until 1453,
when the Ottomans dramatically toppled the capital's walls. During this bleak and
uncertain time, ordinary Byzantines faced difficult decisions to protect their livelihoods
and families against the death throes of their homeland. In this evocative and moving
book, Jonathan Harris explores individual stories of diplomatic maneuverings, covert
defiance, and sheer luck against a backdrop of major historical currents and offers a
new perspective on the real reasons behind the fall of this extraordinarily fascinating
empire.
In the popular imagination, the Middle Ages are often associated with lawlessness.
However, historians have long recognized that medieval culture was characterized by
an enormous respect for law and legal procedure. This book makes the case that one
cannot understand the era's cultural trends without considering the profound
development of law.
Discusses the social and economic development of Italy
"The word "medieval" is often used in a negative way when talking about contemporary
issues; Why the Middle Ages Matter refreshes our thinking about this historical era, and
our own, by looking at some pressing concerns from today's world, asking how these
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issues were really handled in the medieval period, and showing why the past matters
now. The contributors here cover topics such as torture, animal rights, marriage,
sexuality, imprisonment, refugees, poverty and end of life care. They shed light on
relations between Christians and Muslims and on political leadership. This collection
challenges many negative stereotypes of medieval people, revealing a world from
which, for instance, much could be learned about looking after the spiritual needs of the
dying, and about integrating prisoners into the wider community with the emphasis on
reconciliation between victim and criminal. It represents a new level of engagement with
issues of social justice by medievalists and provides a highly engaging way into
studying the middle ages for students"-A "lively and engaging" history of the Middle Ages (Dallas Morning News) from the
acclaimed historian William Manchester, author of The Last Lion. From tales of
chivalrous knights to the barbarity of trial by ordeal, no era has been a greater source of
awe, horror, and wonder than the Middle Ages. In handsomely crafted prose, and with
the grace and authority of his extraordinary gift for narrative history, William Manchester
leads us from a civilization tottering on the brink of collapse to the grandeur of its
rebirth: the dense explosion of energy that spawned some of history's greatest poets,
philosophers, painters, adventurers, and reformers, as well as some of its most
spectacular villains. "Manchester provides easy access to a fascinating age when our
modern mentality was just being born." --Chicago Tribune
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In Momigliano and Antiquarianism, Peter N. Miller brings together an international and
interdisciplinary group of scholars to provide the first serious study of Momigliano's
history of historical scholarship.
A collection of original essays on the relationship between property and power in early
medieval Europe.
A spirited and thought-provoking history of the vast changes that transformed Europe
during the 1,000-year span of the Middle Ages The millennium between the breakup of
the western Roman Empire and the Reformation was a long and hugely transformative
period--one not easily chronicled within the scope of a few hundred pages. Yet
distinguished historian Chris Wickham has taken up the challenge in this landmark
book, and he succeeds in producing the most riveting account of medieval Europe in a
generation. Tracking the entire sweep of the Middle Ages across Europe, Wickham
focuses on important changes century by century, including such pivotal crises and
moments as the fall of the western Roman Empire, Charlemagne's reforms, the feudal
revolution, the challenge of heresy, the destruction of the Byzantine Empire, the
rebuilding of late medieval states, and the appalling devastation of the Black Death. He
provides illuminating vignettes that underscore how shifting social, economic, and
political circumstances affected individual lives and international events. Wickham
offers both a new conception of Europe's medieval period and a provocative revision of
exactly how and why the Middle Ages matter.
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Scholars from Europe and North America convened at Harvard University in 2004 for an
interdisciplinary conference aimed at Rethinking the Early Middle Ages. What are the issues
and techniques of research defining the field today, and what will they be tom
As a Europe grew rich in the Middle Ages, the well-made clothes, linens, and wares of
households often substituted for hard currency. Pawnbrokers kept goods in circulation, and
sergeants of the law marched into debtors’ homes to seize belongings equal in value to debts
owed. David Smail describes a material world on the cusp of modern capitalism.
This study of disputes and their settlement in twelfth- century Tuscany is more than just legal
history. Studded with colorful contemporary narratives, the book explores the mindsets of
medieval Italians, and examines the legal framework which structured their society. Chris
Wickham uncovers the interrelationships and collisions between different legal systems, and in
doing so provides a new understanding of mentalities and power in the Italian city-state.
A spirited history of the changes that transformed Europe during the 1,000-year span of the
Middle Ages: “A dazzling race through a complex millennium.”—Publishers Weekly The
millennium between the breakup of the western Roman Empire and the Reformation was a
long and hugely transformative period—one not easily chronicled within the scope of a few
hundred pages. Yet distinguished historian Chris Wickham has taken up the challenge in this
landmark book, and he succeeds in producing the most riveting account of medieval Europe in
a generation. Tracking the entire sweep of the Middle Ages across Europe, Wickham focuses
on important changes century by century, including such pivotal crises and moments as the fall
of the western Roman Empire, Charlemagne’s reforms, the feudal revolution, the challenge of
heresy, the destruction of the Byzantine Empire, the rebuilding of late medieval states, and the
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appalling devastation of the Black Death. He provides illuminating vignettes that underscore
how shifting social, economic, and political circumstances affected individual lives and
international events—and offers both a new conception of Europe’s medieval period and a
provocative revision of exactly how and why the Middle Ages matter. “Far-ranging, fluent, and
thoughtful—of considerable interest to students of history writ large, and not just of
Europe.”—Kirkus Reviews, (starred review) Includes maps and illustrations
The Routledge History Handbook of Medieval Revolt charts the history of medieval rebellion
from Spain to Bohemia and from Italy to England, and includes chapters spanning the
centuries between Imperial Rome and the Reformation. Drawing together an international
group of leading scholars, chapters consider how uprisings worked, why they happened, whom
they implicated, what they meant to contemporaries, and how we might understand them now.
This collection builds upon new approaches to political history and communication, and
provides new insights into revolt as integral to medieval political life. Drawing upon research
from the social sciences and literary theory, the essays use revolts and their sources to explore
questions of meaning and communication, identity and mobilization, the use of violence and
the construction of power. The authors emphasize historical actors’ agency, but argue that
access to these actors and their actions is mediated and often obscured by the texts that report
them. Supported by an introduction and conclusion which survey the previous historiography of
medieval revolt and envisage future directions in the field, The Routledge History Handbook of
Medieval Revolt will be an essential reference for students and scholars of medieval political
history.
Eight prominent historians and social scientists give their perspectives on the fate of Marxist
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approaches to history and the direction of the discipline in coming decades. The volume offers
rigorous and approachable analysis from several political and intellectual positions and will be
an important contribution to current historical debates.
The Roman empire tends to be seen as a whole whereas the early middle ages tends to be
seen as a collection of regional histories, roughly corresponding to the land-areas of modern
nation states. As a result, early medieval history is much more fragmented, and there have
been few convincing syntheses of socio-economic change in the post-Roman world since the
1930s. In recent decades, the rise of early medieval archaeology has also transformed our
source-base, but this has not been adequately integrated into analyses of documentary history
in almost any country. In Framing the Early Middle Ages Chris Wickham combines
documentary and archaeological evidence to create a comparative history of the period
400-800. His analysis embraces each of the regions of the late Roman and immediately postRoman world, from Denmark to Egypt. The book concentrates on classic socio-economic
themes, state finance, the wealth and identity of the aristocracy, estate management, peasant
society, rural settlement, cities, and exchange. These give only a partial picture of the period,
but they frame and explain other developments. Earlier syntheses have taken the development
of a single region as 'typical', with divergent developments presented as exceptions. This book
takes all different developments as typical, and aims to construct a synthesis based on a better
understanding of difference and the reasons for it.
In this text the author provides an account of the centuries during which Europe changed from
being an abstract geographical expression into a new, culturally coherent, if politically divided,
entity. It examines how the social, economic and cultural structures of Antiquity were replaced
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by their medieval equivalents and also seeks to define the European context, by looking at
those external forces, such as the nomadic confederacies of Central Asia and the Islamic
empire of the Arabs, which helped to shape it through conflict.
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