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The ability to judge good from bad, right from wrong, is a uniquely human characteristic.
However, given the complexity of life, it is often difficult to discern which choice to make, where
our responsibilities lie, or what the consequences of an action (or of a nonaction) will be. In
The Moral Disciple Kent Van Til surveys the skills and dispositions that we need to address
moral issues responsibly. This basic introduction to Christian ethics — the systematic evaluation
of morality — highlights the centrality of Christ and the Christian faith in moral formation, and it
offers an ethical framework to guide Christians as they engage a host of moral dilemmas,
including those surrounding wealth, sexuality, and the end of life. Using easy-to-read prose
and defining terms carefully, Van Til provides an accessible introduction to this crucial and
practical subject.
Like most community leaders, clergy are constantly asked to make decisions that have farreaching effects. For clergy, the matter is particularly complicated because of the many arenas
in which they operate--counseling, church management, community affairs, ecumenical
relationships, denominational politics, and others. In Pastoral Ethics, Gaylord Noyce looks at
clergy as professionals, and shows what can be learned from the professional ethics of other
disciplines. He also demonstrates the special responsibilities (and opportunities) that affect
those who are ordained. A book at once practical and prophetic, Pastoral Ethics is the
standard for a new generation.
Leading biblical scholar James Thompson explains that Paul offers a coherent moral vision
based not only on the story of Christ but also on the norms of the law. Paul did not live with a
sharp dichotomy of law and gospel and recognized the continuing importance of the law. --from
publisher description
Shares case studies on some of the most sensitive issues pastors and church leaders may
have to deal with in their churches--child abuse, AIDS, infidelity, homosexuality, and
unexpected pregnancies.
After examining what Scripture teaches about the goal and motive of the Christian life, the
author addresses moral dilemmas, human-life issues, sexuality, economic justice, and
truthfulness.
In response to the moralism and relativism that characterize the present age, Gary Tyra
presents an evangelical ethic for "everyday" moral faithfulness, arguing that Christians can
have confidence in their Christ-centered, Spirit-enabled ability to discern and do the will of God
in any moral situation.
The authors believe the renewal of interest in ministerial ethiics has been caused by the rapid
changes in our society and the number of moral failures in the ministry in recent years. They
address the unique moral role of ministers and provide new and established ministers with
clear definitions of their moral obligations.
The experience of Wollom Jensen's distinguished career in military service and James Childs's
long and productive career in the fields of theology and ethics combine to bring Christian ethics
into dialogue with the harsh realities of military service in today's world of war. The authors
seek to correlate the ethics of neighbor love with the vocation of the chaplaincy, the framework
of just war theory, the published values of the military services, and sample issues such as the
challenge of pluralism for the chaplaincy, drone warfare, interrogation practices, and truthtelling. Special emphasis is placed on the reality of moral injury and the moral obligation of
society and the churches to respond to the needs of these wounded warriors. The book
espouses the view that the Christian ethic, more than a set of principles, is a true ministry to
those who struggle to be faithful and fear that they have not been.
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This book, a re-issue of the 1999 edition, demonstrates that the way of life we
call Christian is lived in relationships to others. Christian faith, understood as
practical piety, calls for a life opened to the world at large, concerned for the
"stranger" as well as for the neighbor. Sedgwick further emphasizes that the
Christian life is grounded in the experience and worship of God. His work thus
develops Christian ethics as "sacramental ethics," an ethic that has at its center a
deepening encounter with God. Written in a style accessible to non-specialists,
this book provides teachers, pastors, counselors, and general readers with an
ideal introduction to Christian ethics. It renews the topic of Christian ethics by
showing readers that faithful moral living is achieved through the daily practices
of grace and godliness. The author first explores the foundations of Christian
ethics as seen by both Catholics and Protestants, and then develops a
constructive view of morality as a way of life. Taking into account the central
themes of Christian ethics, he shows that effective piety is built on spiritual
disciplines that deepen our experience of God: prayer, worship, self examination,
simplicity, and acts of hospitality.
Helps ministers deal with ethical decisions and dilemmas. Answers questions
concering ethics in three featured parts: The basis for Christian Ethics, Scipture,
Ethics and Church Doctrine, and Ethics in Practical Ministry.
Happiness and the Christian Moral Life introduces students to Christian ethics
through the lens of happiness. The book suggests that the heart of ethics is not
rules and obligations but our deep desire for happiness and fulfillment. We
achieve that happiness when we become people who love the good and seek it
in everything we do. The third edition of this reader-friendly text has been revised
and updated throughout. It introduces Christian ethics with sensitivity towards
readers who may not be Christian themselves. After an overview of basic
concepts and key thinkers such as Augustine and Thomas Aquinas, subsequent
chapters explore the importance of narrative in Christian ethics, the place of
friendship and community in Christian moral life, the role of virtues in our quest
for fulfillment, a Christian understanding of the person, a Christian theology of
freedom, and false steps on the path to happiness. Final chapters discuss the
role of conscience and prudence, love, and justice. The third edition has been restructured to better meet teaching needs by moving the discussion of narrative
earlier in the book. This edition features fresh, global examples; revised
introductions to key thinkers; discussions of tough, contemporary topics such as
hook-up culture; careful consideration of the words of Pope Francis on themes
ranging from consumerism and freedom to love and the environment; and more.
The apostle Paul has been justifiably described as the first and greatest Christian
theologian. His letters were among the earliest documents to be included in the
New Testament and, as such, they shaped Christian thinking from the beginning.
As a missionary, theologian and pastor Paul's own wrestling with theological and
ethical questions of his day is paradigmatic for Christian theology, not least for
Christianity's own identity and continuing relationship with Judaism. The
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Cambridge Companion to St Paul provides an important assessment of this
apostle and a fresh appreciation of his continuing significance today. With
eighteen chapters written by a team of leading international specialists on Paul,
the Companion provides a sympathetic and critical overview of the apostle,
covering his life and work, his letters and his theology. The volume will provide an
invaluable starting point and helpful cross check for subsequent studies.
Introducing Christian Ethics helps Christians form a sound basis for making
ethical decisions in today’s complex postmodern world. Raising 14 key ethical
questions on today’s most pressing issues including abortion, war, sexual ethics,
capital punishment, and more, Scott Rae guides his readers in making moral
choices wisely. Based on the best-selling college and seminary ethics textbook
Moral Choices, this book distills nearly two decades of teaching and study into a
succinct and user-friendly volume. It is an ideal primer for pastors, students, and
everyday Christians who desire engagement with the world around them in an
intelligent and informed manner. Teaching and study resources for the book,
including additional video clips based on the questions corresponding to each
chapter, make it ideal for use in the classroom as well as for pastors and for
teaching settings within the church. Resources are available through
www.ZondervanAcademic.com.
A classic guide to ethics since 1928. Nolan Harmon studied the ethical codes of
conduct of five major denominations and secured the opinions of eighty-six
leading pastors. Harmon uses this wisdom to show ministers how to conduct
themselves ethically in virtually every phase of ministry, including special
occasion rituals.
Making moral decisions has never been easy. In our post modern age, to walk in
"the Way" is increasingly difficult. This core ethics text shows the connection
between spirituality and moral character, and explains the role of Scriptures in
decisions.
This study locates Aquinas’s theory of infused and acquired virtue in his
foundational understanding of nature and grace. Aquinas holds that all the virtues
are bestowed on humans by God along with the gift of sanctifying grace. Since
he also holds, with Aristotle, that we can create virtuous dispositions in ourselves
through our own repeated good acts, a question arises: How are we to
understand the relationship between the virtues God infuses at the moment of
grace and virtues that are gradually acquired over time? In this important book,
Angela McKay Knobel provides a detailed examination of Aquinas’s theory of
infused moral virtue, with special attention to the question of how the infused and
acquired moral virtues are related. Part 1 examines Aquinas’s own explicit
remarks about the infused and acquired virtues and considers whether and to
what extent a coherent “theory” of the relationship between the infused and
acquired virtues can be found in Aquinas. Knobel argues that while Aquinas says
almost nothing about how the infused and acquired virtues are related, he clearly
does believe that the “structure” of the infused virtues mirrors that of the
Page 3/9

Download Free Ministerial Ethics Moral Formation For Church Leaders
acquired in important ways. Part 2 uses that structure to evaluate existing
interpretations of Aquinas and argues that no existing account adequately
captures Aquinas’s most fundamental commitments. Knobel ultimately argues
that the correct account lies somewhere between the two most commonly
advocated theories. Written primarily for students and scholars of moral
philosophy and theology, the book will also appeal to readers interested in
understanding Aquinas’s theory of virtue.
The practice of ministry requires pastors and Christian leaders to serve as moral
theologians in their communities. Ministers must preach about morally challenging
texts, teach about moral issues and conflicts, offer moral counsel, and serve as an
example regarding the shape of faithful Christian life. Grounding pastoral ethics in
spiritual formation and spiritual disciplines, this book provides tools for facing the day-today demands and seizing the opportunities of being a moral teacher. An essential text
for practical ministry courses.
Ecclesia and Ethics considers the subject of Ecclesial Ethics within its theological,
theoretical and exegetical contexts. Part one presents the biblical-theological
foundations of an ecclesial ethic – examining issues such as creation, and Paul's
theology of the Cross. Part two moves on to examine issues of character formation and
community. Finally, part three presents a range of exegetical applications, which
examine scripture and ethics in praxis. These essays look at hot-button issues such as
the 'virtual self' in the digital age, economics, and attitudes to war. The collection
includes luminaries such as N.T. Wright, Michael J. Gorman, Stanley Hauerwas and
Dennis Hollinger, as well as giving space to new theological and exegetical voices. As
such Ecclesia and Ethics provides a challenging and contemporary examination of
modern ethical debates in the light of up-to-date theology and exegesis.
Now in its third edition, this foremost college ethics text helps students form a basis for
practical, ethical decision making in contemporary culture. Substantial updates and
revisions include a new chapter on ethics and economics, online resources for
instructors, current case studies, new material on bioethics and stem cell research, and
much more.
This one-stop reference book on the vital relationship between Scripture and ethics
offers needed orientation and perspective for students, pastors, and scholars. Written to
respond to the movement among biblical scholars and ethicists to recover the Bible for
moral formation, it is the best reference work available on the intersection of these two
fields. The volume shows how Christian Scripture and Christian ethics are necessarily
intertwined and offers up-to-date treatment of five hundred biblical, traditional, and
contemporary topics, ranging from adultery, bioethics, and Colossians to vegetarianism,
work, and Zephaniah. The stellar ecumenical list of contributors consists of more than
two hundred leading scholars from the fields of biblical studies and ethics, including
Darrell Bock, David Gushee, Amy Laura Hall, Daniel Harrington, Dennis Olson,
Christine Pohl, Glen Stassen, and Max Stackhouse.
In this volume, William C. Mattison, III demonstrates that virtue ethics provides a helpful
key for unlocking the moral wisdom of the Sermon on the Mount. Showing how familiar
texts such as the Beatitudes and Petitions of the Lord's Prayer are more richly
understood, and can even be aligned with the theological and cardinal virtues, he also
locates in the Sermon classic topics in morality, such as the nature of happiness,
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intentionality, the intelligibility of human action, and the development of virtue. Yet far
from merely placing the teaching of Aristotle in the mouth of Jesus, he demonstrates
how the Sermon presents an account of happiness and virtue transformed in the light of
Christian faith. The happiness portrayed is that of the Kingdom of heaven, and the
habits needed to participate in it in the next life, but even initially in this one, are
possible only by God's grace through Jesus Christ, and lived in the community that is
the Church.
This is a brief and accessible examination of the ethics of evangelism in a postChristian culture. Thiessen discusses the immoral practices and attitudes that are
sometimes associated with evangelism and then turns his insightful attention to a better
way of approaching the subject. Should we try to bring people to Christ or not? In a
multi-cultural world evangelism is often under attack, with those seeking to evangelise
sometimes being branded arrogant, ignorant, hypocritical and meddlesome. Against
such a backdrop this unique book asks what sort of evangelism is ethical in a liberal,
post-Christian society.
Provides both new and experienced pastors with tools for sharpening their personal
and professional decision-making skills. Updated and expanded.
Jeannine Brown, a seasoned teacher of biblical interpretation, believes that
communication is at the heart of what happens when we open the Bible. We are
actively engaging God in a conversation that can be life changing. In this guide to the
theory and practice of biblical hermeneutics, Brown emphasizes the communicative
nature of Scripture, proposing a communication model as an effective approach to
interpreting the Bible. The new edition of this successful textbook has been revised and
updated to interact with recent advances in interpretive theory and practice.
This is the little book that started a revolution, making women's voices heard, in their own right
and with their own integrity, for virtually the first time in social scientific theorizing about
women. Its impact was immediate and continues to this day, in the academic world and
beyond. Translated into sixteen languages, with more than 700,000 copies sold around the
world, In a Different Voice has inspired new research, new educational initiatives, and political
debate—and helped many women and men to see themselves and each other in a different
light.
This one-of-a-kind resource in professional ethics helps today's Christian leaders maintain a
high moral character and lifestyle and sharpen their personal and professional decision-making
skills. Two experienced teachers and pastors address both current and perennial ethical issues
and offer guidance for developing a personal code of ethics to maintain integrity in the work of
ministry. The authors address the nature of ethical decision making as well as practical areas
where integrity can be compromised, including issues raised by the use of smartphones and
social media. Appendixes include codes of ethics from various denominations.
The path of wisdom from Solomon to Jesus and from Jesus to the churchIn the early Jesus
movement, wisdom in the person of Jesus was believed to have returned to heaven, exalted to
the right hand of God, and to reign from there. But Jesus as wisdom had left both his legacy
and his influence behind. The sayings of Jesus recorded in the Gospels reflect not only the
influence of the Israelite wisdom traditions, but also the tradition of the personification of
wisdom.In this provocative volume newly available in paperback, Ben Witherington provides
both an introduction to Israel's wisdom traditions and insight into how Jesus and his sayings fit
in that tradition. Beyond this, he demonstrates the on-going significance and influence of these
traditions on other New Testament writings. He concludes that Jesus may be viewed primarily
as a prophetic sage emphasizing instruction, insight, and humor in a vein counter to the
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dominant culture.
At a time when concerns for misconduct, abuse scandals, and liability have brought pastoral
ministers under greater scrutiny than ever before and have threatened to undermine their
morale, Just Ministry offers a positive perspective on the vocation of pastoral ministry and wise
ethical guidance to foster integrity in ministry. This is a helpful training and evaluative resource
for those involved in pastoral ministry as ordained clergy, religious, or lay ministers. Key
concepts are illustrated through case studies and practical strategies for acquiring and
developing virtues, as well as preventative education for pastoral ministry in avoiding
misconduct. By examining the professional aspects of a ministerial vocation, this book provides
a guide for ministers to be accountable in offering their pastoral service with expert knowledge
and skill and with good moral character. It builds upon a theology of vocation, a covenantal
model of ministry, and a vision of professional identity. Book jacket.
Just about everyone will face a difficult bioethics decision at some point. In this book a
theologian, ethicist, and lawyer equips Christians to make such decisions based on biblical
truth, wisdom, and virtue. Though a relatively new discipline, bioethics has generated
extraordinary interest due to a number of socially pressing issues. Bioethics and the Christian
Life places bioethics within the holistic context of the Christian life, both developing a general
Christian approach to making bioethics decisions and addressing a number of specific,
controversial areas of bioethics. Clear, concise, and well-organized, the book is divided into
three sections. The first lays the theological foundation for bioethics decision-making and
discusses the importance of wisdom and virtue in working through these issues. The second
section addresses beginning-of-life issues, such as abortion, stem-cell research, and infertility
treatments. The third section covers end-of-life issues, such as living wills, accepting and
refusing medical treatment, and treatment of patients in permanent vegetative states.
Academic Paper from the year 2020 in the subject Sociology - Religion, , language: English,
abstract: In this book I will reflect on this topic Pastoral ethics to help those who may want to
enter in this Pastoral or Ministry vocation particularly in this century, to have an extra
understanding of what is expected of them. Ethics as part of Pastoral Ministry, is personal and
centred around the individual’s relationship with God. It is based on understanding biblical
commands, principles, and rules, personal values along with love, justice, peace, equality,
fairness, respect for others, and relationship with the family, church, law, finance, employment
and religious traditions. Pastoral Ethics has become an imperative topic in the life of the 21st
century church. For many years it was generally expected that by virtue of been a Ministers of
religion, it was granted that when a person who enters into ministerial vocation, such a person
would be of a high moral standard and unquestionable ethics. However this is no longer the
case. The church has never been so concern about how its leaders responds to the challenges
of society, which are forever changing. The church is going through serious challenges of
corruption, secularism, immorality and character issues. Pastoral ministry has become
demanding with more added responsibilities, which includes not only preaching, evangelism,
administration, and missions, but also counselling, social ministry, nurture and fund raising,
among other responsibilities.
This book looks to theology, psychology, and sociology to answer the question: how do people
actually come to embody Christian values, and what do these learnings mean for church and
ministry?
The emergence of Pentecostalism in Ghana has attracted a massive following and generated
institutions that have significantly impacted Christian discourse and national life. The
movement has produced prominent leaders who have developed exemplary Christian
education programs and generated volumes of Christian literature unprecedented in Ghanaian
Christianity. Nevertheless, public opinion often upbraids church leaders for unethical conduct.
Despite the concern for high moral standards set by Pentecostal church polity and ministerial
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ethical codes, reports of Pentecostal ministerial misconduct appear regularly in the media.
Although congregation members and perceptive public observers appreciate the constructive
moral impact of Pentecostal ministers, instances of promiscuity, power abuse, financial
misappropriation, and superstition reveal a gap between ethical ideals and practice. As this
research reveals, factors behind unethical ministerial conduct include inadequate training, poor
accountability, and a general low level of ethical reflection. Good Pastors, Bad Pastors
suggests that a multidimensional approach of responsible reportage, emphatic moral
education, appropriate but sympathetic response to moral failure, and peer-review
accountability could help uphold a higher standard of ministerial ethics.

In Moral Formation and the Virtuous Life, volume editor Paul M. Blowers has
translated and gathered several key texts from early Christian sources to explore
the broad themes of moral conscience and ethics. Readers will gain a sense of
how moral formation was part of a process sustained by pastoral instruction and
admonition based on ritual practice (baptism, eucharist, and liturgy) as well as
learned ethical behaviors related to moral issues, such as sexual ethics, marriage
and celibacy, wealth and poverty, pagan entertainment, military service, and
more. Moral Formation and the Virtuous Life is part of Ad Fontes: Early Christian
Sources, a series designed to present ancient Christian texts essential to an
understanding of Christian theology, ecclesiology, and practice. The books in the
series will make the wealth of early Christian thought available to new
generations of students of theology and provide a valuable resource for the
Church. Developed in light of recent Patristic scholarship, the volumes will
provide a representative sampling of theological contributions from both East and
West. The series aims to provide volumes that are relevant for a variety of
courses: from introduction to theology to classes on doctrine and the
development of Christian thought. The goal of each volume is not to be
exhaustive, but rather representative enough to denote for a non-specialist
audience the multivalent character of early Christian thought, allowing readers to
see how and why early Christian doctrine and practice developed the way it did.
Charles Curran in his newest book The Development of Moral Theology: Five
Strands, brings a unique historical and critical analysis to the five strands that
differentiate Catholic moral theology from other approaches to Christian
ethics—sin and the manuals of moral theology, the teaching of Thomas Aquinas
and later Thomists, natural law, the role of authoritative church teaching in moral
areas, and Vatican II. Significant changes have occurred over the course of these
historical developments. In addition, pluralism and diversity exist even today, as
illustrated, for example, in the theory of natural law proposed by Cardinal
Ratzinger. In light of these realities, Curran proposes his understanding of how
the strands should influence moral theology today. A concluding chapter
highlights the need for a truly theological approach and calls for a significant
change in the way that the papal teaching office functions today and its
understanding of natural law. In a work useful to anyone who studies Catholic
moral theology, The Development of Moral Theology underscores, in the light of
the historical development of these strands, the importance of a truly theological
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and critical approach to moral theology that has significant ramifications for the
life of the Catholic church.
This book offers an account of the moral foundations of pastoral ethics and the
underlying interpersonal dynamics that make the practice of ministry
powerful--and also morally dangerous, even for those with the best of intentions.
Sondra Wheeler examines the personal disciplines and spiritual practices that
help sustain safe ministry, including the essential practices of prayer and spiritual
accountability. She equips ministers to abide by ethical standards when they
come under pressure and offers practical strategies for navigating challenges.
The author also stresses personal vulnerability and "unselfish self-care."
This title was first published in 2002: Political ethics is a rapidly growing field in
disciplines such as political science, philosophy, applied ethics and public policy
and it has become a major topic in current affairs’ reporting of politics. This book
discusses the most prominent subjects - and occasional victims - of the ethics
debate: government ministers. It is the first major work to discuss institutional
reforms around the world that target ministerial morality and asks: how are these
reforms influencing the motivation and conduct of the most powerful of our
politicians? The book provides unique insights into ministerial behaviour and the
changing role of institutions in influencing the ethics of the executive, with
analyses from around the world. Contributors to the volume include international
high-profile players in political ethics. They include Lord Nolan, the first Chairman
of Britain's Joint Parliamentary Committee on Standards in Public Life; Professor
Robert J. Jackson, a leading Canadian political scientist instrumental in
establishing the Canadian Office of the Ethics Counsellor; and Associate
Professor Noel Preston, the leading commentator on ethics in Australian politics,
who has been involved in developing a number of its ethical regimes.
Your head sits heavily in your hands as the last employee turns out the last light
and goes home for the night, leaving you alone in the dark with your failure and
desperation. This scene is played-out daily in offices all over America, as leaders
in corporations, churches, and organizations free-fall from moral or ethical failure.
Wayde Goodall has observed this quagmire for decades, counseling those who
have thrown away their families and their futures for a moment of pleasure or
profit. Profiling well-known leaders who've had a fall from grace, Goodall notes
the common traits, warning signs, and most importantly, a plan for avoiding such
deadly traps of the soul. For everyone who has found himself in this terrible
dilemma, and to those who can still avoid it, this book is like a beacon. There is a
fail-safe guide for remaining on the right path, and Why Great Men Fall illustrates
that safe route in a riveting way. One after the other, great men are falling like
dominoes as they defy the profound wisdom of Scripture, make themselves into
their own god and satisfy their most base desires. If you are already experiencing
substantial fame, power or wealth or, more importantly, if you are approaching
that possibility in your life, this well be one of the most important books you will
ever read. -Barry Meguiar, President/CEO of Meguiar?s, Inc, and host of FOX?s
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Speed Channel program, Car Crazy Television Wayde Goodall has shared a
brief but masterful guide to leadership in WHY GREAT MEN FALL. Having
known Wayde as an exceptional leader for over 20 years, it is obvious that this is
the life story and lessons learned by a great, humble leader whose "life lessons"
blended with the truth of God's Word, give us a page turner that addresses the
personal issues of today. -Dr. Tom Phillips, Director of the Billy Graham Cove &
Director of Crusades for Billy Graham Crusades Anyone can read the headlines.
It takes a finer mind to go behind the faces of scandalized celebrities and their
lurid exploits. Dr. Goodall combines discernment, insight, and an engaging
contemporaneity to turn the tale of the fallen into wisdom for those willing to
learn. -Mark Rutland, President, Southeastern University
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