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Mishnah And The Words Of Jesus
Rhetoric, Scripture and Theology aptly describe the contents of this collection of
essays from the 1994 Pretoria Rhetoric Conference. The conference marked a
significant dialogue among scholars gathered from many nations to consider how
rhetoric engages with the study of scripture and theology. South Africa provided a
suitable context for such discussion. Although the contributors are not only from
South Africa, the addressing of issues pertinent to a South African context shows
through in many of the essays. Those that do not address particularly South
African issues raise equally important issues regarding the topic of rhetoric and
its relation to contemporary theological discourse.
Produced ca. A.D. 600, the Babylonian Talmud--or Bavli-- serves as the single
authoritative statement of Jewish law and theology. In this fourth volume of his
examination of major formative texts of Judaism, Jacob Neusner explains how
and why the Bavli came to define the Jewish faith from its time to ours. Through
an analysis of the text, its sources and editorial organization, he traces the history
of the composition of the Babylonian Talmud, clarifies its relation to the earlier
corpus of canonical literature, and clearly establishes its philosophical, religious,
and cultural context. Because there is little objective, external evidence from
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which to interpret the Bavli's development, Neusner uses the signs of redactional
layering within the literature to discover the motivations and techniques by which
the Talmud was formed. His use of the critical, secular methods of modern
literary and historical study is unique in Talmudic exegesis and provides an
entirely new perspective for understanding the Bavli in relation to the Mishnah
and Yershalmi, the Jerusalem Talmud. Much of Neusner's research compares
the use of the various literary forms of the Mishnah by the editors of the two
Talmuds. Offering detailed examples and statistical lists to buttress his analysis,
he argues that only in the Bavli have the editors achieved a genuine redactional
synthesis between the Mishnah and Hebrew Scriptures, the two major sources of
the Jewish tradition. In conclusion, Neusner spells out the religious significance
of Bavli's achievement and shows how this unique combination allows for the
tradition's continual renewal.
The book, well illustrated, presents in a wider historical-cultural context the
results of the archaeological explorations (1990’s to early 2000’s) at Caesarea
Maritima, the provincial capital of Roman Judaea/Palaestina, where Jews,
Pagans, Christians and Samaritans lived side by side.
The Proclamation of Jesus seeks to place Jesus in the context of first-century
Palestinian Judaism. The essence of his preaching, the kingdom of God, and the
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place of purity in his teaching and activities are given careful consideration.
Tradition and the Formation of the Talmud offers a new perspective on perhaps
the most important religious text of the Jewish tradition. It is widely recognized
that the creators of the Talmud innovatively interpreted and changed the older
traditions on which they drew. Nevertheless, it has been assumed that the
ancient rabbis were committed to maintaining continuity with the past. Moulie
Vidas argues on the contrary that structural features of the Talmud were
designed to produce a discontinuity with tradition, and that this discontinuity was
part and parcel of the rabbis' self-conception. Both this self-conception and these
structural features were part of a debate within and beyond the Jewish
community about the transmission of tradition. Focusing on the Babylonian
Talmud, produced in the rabbinic academies of late ancient Mesopotamia, Vidas
analyzes key passages to show how the Talmud's creators contrasted their own
voice with that of their predecessors. He also examines Zoroastrian, Christian,
and mystical Jewish sources to reconstruct the debates and wide-ranging
conversations that shaped the Talmud's literary and intellectual character.
World Religions Religious Foundations of Western Civilization introduces
students to the major Western world religions—Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam—their beliefs, key concepts, history, as well as the fundamental role they
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have played, and continue to play, in Western culture. Contributors include:
Jacob Neusner, Alan J. Avery-Peck, Bruce D. Chilton, Th. Emil Homerin, Jon D.
Levenson, William Scott Green, Seymour Feldman, Elliot R. Wolfson, James A.
Brundage, Olivia Remie Constable, and Amila Buturovic. "This book provides a
superb source of information for scientists and scholars from all disciplines who
are trying to understand religion in the context of human cultural evolution." David
Sloan Wilson, Professor, Departments of Biology and Anthropology, Binghamton
University, Binghamton, New York This is the right book at the right time.
Globalization, religious revivalism, and international politics have made it more
important than ever to appreciate the significant contributions of the Children of
Abraham to the formation and development of Western civilization. John L.
Esposito, University Professor and Founding Director of the Center for MuslmChristian Understanding, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. Jacob
Neusner is Research Professor of Religion and Theology, and Senior Fellow of
the Institute of Advanced Theology at Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, New
York. General Interest/Other Religions/Comparative Religion
Jacob Neusner (vols. 1, 2, and 3) and his colleagues Alan Avery-Peck (vol. 2) and Bruce
Chilton (vol. 3) have assembled a stellar team of scholars in producing what has already
become an essential reference work for the study of Judaism in Late Antiquity. Originally
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written in nine separate volumes, Judaism in Late Antiquity now appears, unabridged, in three.
The entire work seeks to offer readers both a broad perspective on the shape of Judaism while
also opening the way to understanding unique issues. Editors Neusner, Avery-Peck, and
Chilton must be commended for this generous gift both to the scholarly guild and to the general
reader looking for a thought-provoking overview of the central academic conversations.
"Judaism in Late Antiquity, I, II, III" is also available in hardback
After World War II, Ernst Ludwig Ehrlich (1921–2007) published works in English and German
by eminent Israeli scholars, in this way introducing them to a wider audience in Europe and
North America. The series he founded for that purpose, Studia Judaica, continues to offer a
platform for scholarly studies and editions that cover all eras in the history of the Jewish
religion.
Ever since the earliest times, Jewish scholars have looked to the Hebrew language as a
source of holiness and a wellspring of wisdom. Both letters and words, it has always been
assumed, they have hidden messages and secrets to be sought after, as if we are opening a
shell to extract the fruit. Rabbi Benjamin Blech has gathered many examples of the meanings
hidden within Hebrew words and has explained them to the modern reader_even those who do
not know any Hebrew. The result is both a fine illustration of this activity as well as a book rich
with Jewish insight and teachings.
Williamson challenges churches and theologians to become aware of the inherited ideology of
anti-Judaism that has distorted their teaching, even on such key matters as Jesus, the
Scriptures, the church, and God, and suggests a radical, constructive alternative to the
"teaching of contempt".
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Twelve Jewish studies scholars interpret Jewish texts from various postmodern critical
stances, finding resonances between the theories of interpretation and the texts themselves
e.g. "the word" as cosmology in both deconstructionism and the Torah. The papers examine
deconstruction and the bible, Talmudic cultural poetics, Kabbalistic Hermeneutics, struggles
over the Hebrew canon, postmodernism and the Holocaust, Zionism and post-Zionist
discourses, and Jewish feminist identity. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland,
OR
The anthology is a ubiquitous presence in Jewish literature--arguably its oldest literary genre,
going back to the Bible itself, and including nearly all the canonical texts of Judaism: the
Mishnah, the Talmud, classical midrash, and the prayerbook. In the Middle Ages, the
anthology became the primary medium in Jewish culture for recording stories, poems, and
interpretations of classical texts. In modernity, the genre is transformed into a decisive
instrument for cultural retrieval and re-creation, especially in works of the Zionist project and in
modern Yiddish and Hebrew literature. No less importantly, the anthology has played an
indispensable role in the creation of significant fields of research in Jewish studies, including
Hebrew poetry, folklore, and popular culture. This volume is the first book to bring together
scholarly and critical essays that investigate the anthological character of these works and
what might be called the "anthological habit" in Jewish literary culture--the tendency and
proclivity for gathering together discrete, sometimes conflicting traditions and stories, and
preserving them side by side as though there were no difference, conflict, or ambiguity
between them. Indeed, The Anthology in Jewish Literature is the first book to recognize this
habit and genre as one of the formative categories in Jewish literature and to investigate its
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manifold roles. The seventeen essays, each of which focuses on a specific literary work, many
of them the great classics of Jewish tradition, consider such questions as: What are the many
types of anthologies? How have anthologists, editors, even printers of anthologies been
creative shapers of Jewish tradition and culture? What can we learn from their editorial
practices? How have politics, gender, and class figured into the making of anthologies? What
determinative role has the anthology played in creating the Jewish canon? How has the
anthology served, especially in the modern period, to create and recreate Jewish culture. This
landmark volume will interest educated laypersons as well as scholars in all areas of Jewish
literature and culture, as well as students of world literature and cultural studies.

A systematic attempt to understand the rabbinic world through its approach to
confronting uncertainty In the history of halakhah, the treatment of uncertainty became
one of the most complex fields of intense study. In his latest book, Moshe Halbertal
focuses on examining the point of origin of the study of uncertainty in early rabbinic
literature, including the Mishnah, Tosefta, and halakhic midrashim. Halbertal explores
instructions concerning how to behave in situations of uncertainty ranging from matters
of ritual purity, to lineage and marriage, to monetary law, and to the laws of forbidden
foods. This examination of the rules of uncertainty introduced in early rabbinic literature
reveals that these rules were not aimed at avoiding but rather at dwelling in the midst of
uncertainty, thus rejecting the sectarian isolationism that sought to minimize a
community’s experience of and friction with uncertainty. Features: A thorough
investigation of the principles concerning how to behave in cases of uncertainty An
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examination of two distinct modes for coping with uncertainty
In his brilliant introduction on the Mishnah, Jacob Neusner asks: How do you read a
book that does not identify its author, tell you where it comes from, or explain why it
was written – a book without a preface? And how do you identify a book with neither a
beginning nor end, lacking table of contents and title? The answer is you just begin and
let the author of the book lead you by paying attention to the information that the author
does give, to the signals that the writer sets out. As Neusner goes on to explain, the
Mishnah portrays the world in a special way, in a kind of code that makes it a difficult
work for the modern reader to understand. Without knowing how to decode the
Mishnah, we may read its works without receiving its message. Neusner, one of the
world’s foremost Mishnaic scholars, demonstrated that the Mishnah’s own internal
logic and structure form a solid foundation on which to build an understanding of this
vitally important Jewish work. Using examples of how the Mishnah’s language, logic,
and discourse associate and categorize behaviors, events, and objects, Neusner opens
the Mishnah to readers who would not otherwise be able to grasp its most fundamental
concepts. Since the Mishnah forms the basis of both the Babylonian and the
Palestinian Talmuds (which are, in Neusner’s elegant terms, “the core curriculum of
Judaism as a living religion”), study of the Mishnah is essential to an understanding of
Judaism. Drawing on his own new translation of the Mishnah and displaying the
enthusiastic dedication that has sparked a whole new body of Mishnaic research,
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Neusner allows readers with no previous background to join Jews who have studied,
analyzed, and delighted in the wisdom of Mishnah for centuries. In addition to giving us
a thorough exploration of the Mishnah’s language, contents, organization, and inner
logic, Neusner also provides us with a broad understanding of how it communicated its
own world view – its vision of both the concrete an spiritual worlds. The Mishnah: An
Introduction gives us a tour of this sacred Jewish text, shedding light on its many facets
– from its view of life to its conception of God and His relation to our world.
In this book Dr Samely offers a systematic and detailed description of early rabbinic
hermeneutics (midrash) as it can be reconstructed from the Mishnah (third century CE).
The argument is based on a survey of all passages of biblical interpretation in this
largely legal document. Dr Samelydescribes how the discourse of the rabbis
appropriates Scripture while taking precise account of its wording. He clarifies the
conditions of a modern appreciation of rabbinic hermeneutics and provides a unified set
of concepts for its precise description, based on modern linguistics and philosophyof
language. Basic features of rabbinic hermeneutics and its difference from modern
historical reading are explained, and a catalogue of recurrent techniques of
interpretation is defined. This catalogue lays new foundations for the analysis of
rabbinic documents and the comparison with otherhermeneutic traditions. Each
technique is explained and illustrated with translations from the Mishnah. The book
provides a manual of all techniques in systematic order and a comprehensive list of
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Mishnaic passages of interpretation together with their hermeneutic techniques.
In this thought-provoking book, David Weiss Halivni asserts that the act of
acknowledging and accounting for inconsistencies in the Pentateuchal text is not alien
to the Biblical or Rabbinic tradition and need not belie the tradition of revelation.
Moreover, the author argues that through recognizing textual problems in the
scriptures, as well as e
In this 64 page book Dr. Roy B. Blizzard presents comparisons between the words of
Jesus and the words of rabbis prior to, contemporary with, and following Jesus,
recorded for us in the Mishnah, Order Nezikin, Tractate Avot, or the Chapters of the
Fathers (Pirkei Avot). Probably anyone who has ever focused on the teachings of Jesus
in any depth is aware that he was a product of the religious milieu that emerged in the
1st century of this present era. The four gospels preserve for us the largest and the
best corpus of material relating to the ideas and methods of teaching of the rabbis of
that period. As we compare the words of Jesus with the other rabbis of his day, we can
begin to understand where some of the ideas originated, the way they were thinking,
and the themes upon which they were teaching. In the teachings of Jesus, there is one
underlying and overriding theme, a theme on which Jesus consistently dwells, a theme
that serves as the foundation upon which biblical faith is built. That foundational theme
is summed up in the Hebrew word tzedakah, the word frequently translated into English
as righteousness. Tzedakah is the outstanding, overriding, and yet simple, theme of
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Jesus. Biblical faith is not so much man always directing his attention upward toward
God but, rather, through acts of tzedakah, reaching out to others, meeting them at the
point of their need and assisting in making them whole. Principles of biblical faith are
not directed upward. It is not something one does for God. It is directed outward toward
one's fellow man, but in so doing, at one and the same time, one performs the will of
the Father. Throughout Mishnah and the Words of Jesus, Dr. Blizzard points out how
the Sages echo one another and how it all harmonizes completely with the words of
Jesus. (Length: 15,500 words).
Neusner introduces the reader to selections from all the documents of the Torah and
Scripture that define the canon of Judaism in its formative stage
Representing Jewish Thought offers essays on modes and media of transmitting and
re/presenting thought pertinent to Jewish past and present, zooming in on textual and visual
hermeneutics to material and textual culture to performing arts.
Over 150 tales from the Talmud, the Zohar, Jewish folktales, and Hasidic lore.
Akiva Cohen investigates the general research question: how do the authors of religious texts
reconstruct their community identity and ethos in the absence of their central cult? His
particular socio-historical focus of this more general question is: how do the respective authors
of the Gospel according to Matthew, and the editor(s) of the Mishnah redefine their group
identities following the destruction of the Second Temple? Cohen further examines how, after
the Destruction, both the Matthean and the Mishnaic communities found and articulated their
renewed community bearings and a new sense of vision through each of their respective
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author/redactor's foundational texts. The context of this study is thus that of an inner-Jewish
phenomenon; two Jewish groups seeking to (re-)establish their community identity and ethos
without the physical temple that had been the cultic center of their cosmos.
It is impossible to exaggerate the importance of the Talmud in Judaism and beyond. Yet its
difficult language and its assumptions, so distant from modern sensibilities, render it
inaccessible to most readers. In this volume, David C. Kraemer offers students of Judaism a
sophisticated and accessible introduction to one of the religion's most important texts. Here, he
brings together his expertise as a scholar of the Talmud and rabbinic Judaism with the lessons
of his experience as director of one of the largest collections of rare Judaica in the world.
Tracing the Talmud's origins and its often controversial status through history, he bases his
work on the most recent historical and literary scholarship while making no assumptions
concerning the reader's prior knowledge. Kraemer also examines the continuities and shifts of
the Talmud over time and space. His work will provide scholars and students with an
unprecedented understanding of one of the world's great classics and the spirit that animates
it.
Mishnah and the Words of JesusCreateSpace
This study highlights the contributions of the great philosopher-talmudist Moses Maimonides to
the rationalist, “plain sense” (peshat) tradition of Jewish Bible exegesis, assessing his place in
the Geonic-Andalusian school and showing how he harnessed Greco-Arabic learning to open
new hermeneutical possibilities.
This landmark work, which has shaped a generation of scholarship, compares the apostle Paul
with contemporary Judaism, both understood on their own terms. E. P. Sanders proposes a
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methodology for comparing similar but distinct religious patterns, demolishes a flawed view of
rabbinic Judaism still prevalent in much New Testament scholarship, and argues for a distinct
understanding of the apostle and of the consequences of his conversion. A new foreword by
Mark A. Chancey outlines Sanders‘s achievement, reviews the principal criticisms raised
against it, and describes the legacy he leaves future interpreters.
This collection of systematic "Auseinandersetzungen" articulates difference and spells out what
is at issue. Learning atrophies when political consensus substitutes for criticism, and when
other than broadly-accepted viewpoints, approaches, and readings find a hearing only with
difficulty, if at all. The editors therefore have invited colleagues systematically to outline their
views in an "Auseinandersetzung" with contrary ones. The several participants explain how, in
broad and sweeping terms, they see the state of learning in their areas of special interest. The
editors invited leading players in the USA, Europe, and the State of Israel, in the study of
ancient Judaism, both in Second Temple Times and after 70 C.E. The work commences with a
thoroughly fresh perspective of a theoretical question: what, in a religion so concerned with
social norms and public policy, can we possibly mean by "law" when we speak of law in
Judaism. It then proceeds with two chapters on Second Temple Judaism, and two on the
special subject of the Dead Sea library. The two papers in the present part provide an overview
of matters and a systematic, critical account of the fading consensus, respectively. The next
set of papers ought to stand as the definitive account of the diverse viewpoints on a basic
question of method. Because of the willingness of contending parties to meet one another in a
single frame of discourse, the work is able to portray with considerable breadth the presentlycontending viewpoints concerning the use of Rabbinic literature for historical purposes. Then
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proceed a number of other accounts of how matters look from the perspective of major
participants in scholarly debate. At the sametime as the requirements of historical-critical
reading of the Rabbinic literature precipitated sustained and vigorous debate, other problems
have attracted attention. Among these a critical issue emerges in the hermeneutics to govern
the reading of the documents for the purposes of other-than-historical study, feminist interests,
for example.
Heschel's classic work on Maimonides, originally published in Berlin during the thirties, is one
of the few scholarly biographies available of the great medieval philosopher.
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