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Mission To Kala
Mission to Kala (Mission termine) is a powerful comic novel set in late colonial
Cameroon. It won the Prix Sainte-Beuve in 1958. It describes the visit of a young
Yaounde-educated man to a village in the interior. Jean-Marie Medza, the narrator, has
just failed his Baccalaurat exam, and returns home expecting humiliation. Instead, he
finds that as a scholar his prestige is immense, and he is charged with the duty of
travelling to Kala, a remote village, to secure the return of a young woman who has fled
her lazy, demanding husband. In Kala, while awaiting the return of the woman to the
village, Medza stays with his uncle, who exploits the young man's celebrity status to
have him showered with gifts, most of which his uncle keeps. Medza is the focus of a
series of amusing incidents, becomes unexpectedly married, and eventually completes
his mission - but then has to return home to deal with the anger of his ambitious father.
Mongo Beti (1932-2001) was a key figure in modern West African literature. His major
works of fiction include The Poor Christ of Bomba (1956), Mission to Kala (1957) The
Miraculous King (1958), and Perpetua and the Habit of Unhappiness (1974). His nonfiction includes The rape of Cameroon, autopsy of a decolonisation (1972) and France
against Africa: return to Cameroon (1993). Although he spent 32 years in self-imposed
exile, only returning to Cameroon in 1991, he was throughout his career a powerful
political and moral voice, always engaged in the affairs of his home country.
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At thirty-nine, Deola Bello, a Nigerian expatriate in London, is dissatisfied with being
single and working overseas. Deola works as a financial reviewer for an international
charity, and when her job takes her back to Nigeria in time for her father’s five-year
memorial service, she finds herself turning her scrutiny inward. In Nigeria, Deola
encounters changes in her family and in the urban landscape of her home, and new
acquaintances who offer unexpected possibilities. Deola’s journey is as much about
evading others’ expectations to get to the heart of her frustration as it is about exposing
the differences between foreign images of Africa and the realities of contemporary
Nigerian life. Deola’s urgent, incisive voice captivates and guides us through the
intricate layers and vivid scenes of a life lived across continents. With Sefi Atta’s
characteristic boldness and vision, A Bit of Difference limns the complexities of our
contemporary world. This is a novel not to be missed.
Then a Wind Blew is set in the final months of the war in Rhodesia, before it became
Zimbabwe, and the story unfolds through the voices of three women. Susan Haig, a
white settler, has lost one son in the war and seen her other son declared 'unfit for
duty'. Nyanye Maseka has fled with her sister to a guerrilla camp in Mozambique, her
home village destroyed, her mother missing. Beth Lytton is a nun in a church mission in
an African Reserve, watching her adopted country tear itself apart. The three women
have nothing in common. Yet the events of war conspire to draw them into each other's
lives in a way that none of them could have imagined. This absorbing and sensitive
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novel develops and intertwines their stories, showing us the ugliness of war for women
caught up in it and reminding us that, in the end, we all depend on each other.
It is 1969 and China is in the throes of the Cultural Revolution. The Tao family is
banished to the countryside, forced to leave comfortable lives in Nanjing to be
reeducated in the true nature of the revolution by the peasants of Sanyu village. The
parents face exile with stoicism and teach their son to embrace reeducation
wholeheartedly. Is this simple pragmatism, an attempt to protect the boy and ensure his
future? Or do the banished cadres really cling to their belief in their leaders and the
ideals of the Revolution? These questions remain tantalizingly unanswered in this prizewinning first novel.
This novel of wisdom and charm tells the story of Tansa, a boy growing up in a
Cameroonian village which has been split down the middle by the arrival of a
missionary - the white man of God.

Robotics is an ever-expanding field and intelligent planning continues to play a
major role. Given that the intention of mobile robots is to carry out tasks
independent from human aid, robot intelligence is needed to make and plan out
decisions based on various sensors. Planning is the fundamental activity that
implements this intelligence into the mobile robots to complete such tasks.
Understanding problems, challenges, and solutions to path planning and how it
fits in is important to the realm of robotics. Intelligent Planning for Mobile
Page 3/14

Online Library Mission To Kala
Robotics: Algorithmic Approaches presents content coverage on the basics of
artificial intelligence, search problems, and soft computing approaches. This
collection of research provides insight on both robotics and basic algorithms and
could serve as a reference book for courses related to robotics, special topics in
AI, planning, applied soft computing, applied AI, and applied evolutionary
computing. It is an ideal choice for research students, scholars, and professors
alike.
From the internationally acclaimed author of North of Dawn comes "a beautiful,
hopeful novel about one woman's return to war-ravaged Mogadishu" (Time)
Called "one of the most sophisticated voices in modern fiction" (The New York
Review of Books), Nuruddin Farah is widely recognized as a literary genius. He
proves it yet again with Knots, the story of a woman who returns to her roots and
discovers much more than herself. Born in Somalia but raised in North America,
Cambara flees a failed marriage by traveling to Mogadishu. And there, amid the
devastation and brutality, she finds that her most unlikely ambitions begin to
seem possible. Conjuring the unforgettable extremes of a fractured Muslim
culture and the wayward Somali state through the eyes of a strong, compelling
heroine, Knots is another Farah masterwork.
Visceral leishmaniasis (VL), (also known as black fever or Kala-azar) is a lifePage 4/14
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threatening disease first reported from the Indian subcontinent. VL ranks as the
world’s second largest parasitic disease killer and is a neglected tropical
disease. Most of those infected by this life-threatening disease are uneducated
daily wagers working to support their families, and vectors easily disseminate the
disease to their neighbors. Owing to recent involvement of stakeholders, the
number of patients is decreasing, but eradication remains a distant goal. This
second edition presents latest reports of visceral Leishmaniasis by specialists
working at the forefront of the endemic areas in Indian subcontinent. It also
introduces vaccine development and inhibitors to Trypanosomatidae; some of
them describing feasibility studies in visceral Leishmaniasis for the first time.
Recent progress of the Science and Technology Research Partnership for
Sustainable Development (SATREPS) is also reviewed and the contents share
this collaborative research from the forefront of endemic sites in Bangladesh.
Widely covering basic, clinical, epidemiological and entomological aspects, this
volume will be of great interest to dedicated researchers interested
inLeishmaniasis and to experts of NTDs in global health. There is a tide in the
affairs of men. Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune; Omitted, all the
voyage of disease control is bound in shallows and in miseries. ~modified from
Shakespeare ~
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Mountainous and rural areas throughout the world have continually been
attributed with several hinderances including poverty, faulty governance, and
susceptibility to natural disasters. However, with the recent development of
tourism, these provinces have seen a strong rise in visitation. Despite this
increase in economic sustainability, planners are still presented with many
challenges as they try to balance developmental and ecological considerations.
Global Opportunities and Challenges for Rural and Mountain Tourism provides
emerging research exploring the integration of mountain tourism development
and innovative practices for managing contemporary issues and challenges of
tourism in these regions including socio-economic impacts, role of stakeholders,
and promotional strategies for sustainable tourism development. Featuring
coverage on a broad range of topics such as cultural heritage, marketing
strategies, and value chain systems, this book is ideally designed for travel
agents, tour directors, tour developers, hotel managers, hospitality and tourism
professionals, industry practitioners, researchers, geographical scientists,
planners, academicians, and students.
“A devastating portrait of a boy holding onto the shreds of his innocence during a
war that deliberately, remorselessly works to yank it away.”—Los Angeles Times
Part Inferno, part Paradise Lost, part Sunjata epic, Song for Night is the story of a
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West African boy soldier’s terrifying yet oddly beautiful journey through a
nightmare landscape of brutal war in search of his lost platoon. The mute
protagonist—his vocal cords cut to lower the risk of detection by the enemy—writes
in a ghostly voice about his fellow minesweepers, the things he’s witnessed, and
the things he’s done, each chapter headed by a line of the sign language these
children invented. This “immersive and dreamlike” novella (Publishers Weekly,
starred review) by a PEN/Hemingway Award winner is unlike anything else
written about an African war. “Not since Jerzy Kosinski’s The Painted Bird or
Agota Kristof’s Notebook Trilogy has there been such a harrowing novel about
what it’s like to be a young person in a war. That Chris Abani is able to find
humanity, mercy, and even, yes, forgiveness, amid such devastation is
something of a miracle.”—Rebecca Brown, author of The End of Youth
“Impressive and fast-paced…narrated with such dry and lucid precision that it
brings to mind Babel, Hemingway, McCarthy.”—Esquire
A “buoyant” and “rapturous” debut novel (The Wall Street Journal) about the transformative
power of unconditional love Electric, exhilarating, and beautifully crafted, Ghana Must Go
introduces the world to Taiye Selasi, a novelist of extraordinary talent. In a sweeping narrative
that takes readers from Accra to Lagos to London to New York, it is at once a portrait of a
modern family and an exploration of the importance of where we come from to who we are. A
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renowned surgeon and failed husband, Kweku Sai dies suddenly at dawn outside his home in
suburban Accra. The news of his death sends a ripple around the world, bringing together the
family he abandoned years before. Moving with great elegance through time and place, Ghana
Must Go charts their circuitous journey to one another and, along the way, teaches us that the
truths we speak can heal the wounds we hide.
"To attain some sort of universal value," Véronique Tadjo has said, "a piece of work has to go
deep into the particular in order to reveal our shared humanity." In Far from My Father, the
latest novel from this internationally acclaimed author, a woman returns to the Côte d'Ivoire
after her father’s death. She confronts not only unresolved family issues that she had left
behind but also questions about her own identity that arise amidst the tensions between
traditional and modern worlds. The drama that unfolds tells us much about the evolving role of
women, the legacy of polygamy, and the economic challenges of daily life in Abidjan. On a
more autobiographical level, the author depicts a daughter’s efforts to come to terms with what
she knew and did not know about her father. Set against the backdrop of civil strife that has
wracked the Côte d'Ivoire since the turn of the century, this story shows Tadjo’s remarkable
ability to inhabit a character’s inner world and emotional landscape while creating a narrative
of great historic and cultural dimensions. CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature
Translated from the French
Seventeen years ago, Sepha Stephanos fled the Ethiopian Revolution for a new start in the
United States. Now he finds himself running a failing grocery store in a poor African-American
section of Washington, D.C., his only companions two fellow African immigrants who share his
bitter nostalgia and longing for his home continent. Years ago and worlds away Sepha could
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never have imagined a life of such isolation. As his environment begins to change, hope
comes in the form of a friendship with new neighbors Judith and Naomi, a white woman and
her biracial daughter. But when a series of racial incidents disturbs the community, Sepha may
lose everything all over again. Watch a QuickTime interview with Dinaw Mengestu about this
book.
Song of Lawino and Song of Ocol are among the most successful African literary works. Song
of Lawino is an African womans lamentation over the cultural death of her western educated
husband - Ocol. In Song of Ocel the husband tries to justify his cultural apostasy. These songs
were translated from Acholi by the author. They evince a fascinating flavour of the African
rhythmical idiom.
We have in this book a collection of incisive essays on the work of major African novelists on
the current literary scene. Each essay attempts an in-depth critical reading of the work
discussed, culminating in unique readings that shed illuminating lights in a manner not
attempted by other critics of African literature. What unifies these interpretations is a critical
approach predicated on the form, structure, technique and style of the works analysed.

Medza is sent off to retrieve a villager's wife who has run off with a man from
another tribe.
Yemen, 1935. Jama is a "market boy," a half-feral child scavenging with his
friends in the dusty streets of a great seaport. For Jama, life is a thrilling carnival,
at least when he can fill his belly. When his mother—alternately raging and
loving—dies young, she leaves him only an amulet stuffed with one hundred
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rupees. Jama decides to spend her life's meager savings on a search for his
never-seen father; the rumors that travel along clan lines report that he is a driver
for the British somewhere in the north. So begins Jama's extraordinary journey of
more than a thousand miles north all the way to Egypt, by camel, by truck, by
train, but mostly on foot. He slings himself from one perilous city to another,
fiercely enjoying life on the road and relying on his vast clan network to shelter
him and point the way to his father, who always seems just a day or two out of
reach. In his travels, Jama will witness scenes of great humanity and brutality; he
will be caught up in the indifferent, grinding machine of war; he will crisscross the
Red Sea in search of working papers and a ship. Bursting with life and a rough
joyfulness, Black Mamba Boy is debut novelist Nadifa Mohamed's vibrant,
moving celebration of her family's own history.
South Asians make up one of the largest diasporas in the world and Christians
form a relatively large share of it. Christians from the Indian subcontinent have
successfully transplanted themselves all over the globe, and many from different
faith backgrounds have embraced Christianity at overseas locations. This volume
includes biblical reflections on diasporic life, charts the historical and
geographical spread of South Asian Christianity, and closes with a call to
missional living in diaspora. It analyzes how migrants revive Christianity in
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adopted host nations and ancestral homelands. This book portrays the
fascinating saga of Christians of South Asian origin who have pitched their tents
in the furthest corners of the globe and showcases triumphs and challenges of
scattered communities. It presents the contemporary religious experiences from
a plethora of discrete perspectives. It deals with issues such as community
history, struggles of identity and belonging, linkage of religious and cultural
traditions, preservation and adaptation of faith practices, ties between ancestral
homeland and host nation, and diasporic moral dilemmas in diaspora. This book
argues that human scattering amplifies diversity within Christianity and for the
need for hetrogeneous unity amidst great diversities.
One of the BBC’s “100 Novels That Shaped Our World,” a much-needed fable
that could change how we see ourselves and our reality, from the renowned
Booker Prize–winning author. A young man finds himself among invisible beings
who have built a world based on one principle: that we must repeat every
experience until we live it fully for the first time. “Only then can we find what we
didn’t seek and go where we don’t intend to go.” Ben Okri navigates the world
at once as a writer, an artist, a musician, and a philosopher—in the process, he
challenges our craving for the visual and the concrete. We read him not only with
our eyes but also with our senses, our intuition. As his story unfolds we begin to
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inhabit the ineffable land that he creates, our imagination led to a place where
what we once thought were fundamental truths are turned magically on their
heads. In the difficult times we live in, in an age decimated by injustice and
inequality, Okri brings unexpected insights as meaningful as they are
transformative. “Maybe what seeks us is better than what we seek.”
An intense and poised novel in the form of a letter written by Ramatoulaye, who
has recently been widowed.
The Sands of Kalahari, first published in 1960, begins its gripping story with the crashlanding of a small plane carrying seven people in the harsh Kalahari desert. Their
struggle to survive in the wilderness around them?as well as each other?make up the
bulk of this classic tale of adventure. A film version of the book was made in 1965.
From the book cover: To the desert came the plane, to the immeasurable wastes of
Africa. And by the dawn of the second day?after the night storm, the hours of flight, the
crash, the day of waiting, and the death of Detjens?six remained, alone, strangers, with
only themselves and the wreckage and the black mountain on the horizon for company.
The six: Sturdevant, the pilot, burdened with a guilt far greater than the loss of his
plane; Grimmelmann, the wizened old German, veteran of the Herero war and the two
World Wars, wise in the lore of the desert and the ways of the world; Jefferson Smith, a
Negro, a professor and a scholar, come to Africa on a Foundation grant; Mike Bain,
engineer, drifter, drunkard, vaguely in search of a job in the interior, ill-equipped to cope
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with the demands of the desert; Grace Monckton, English divorcee, returning to her
family's ranch in the Union; and finally, O'Brien, a man of great strength, sometime
millionaire, sometime wanderer, a hunter by instinct and by choice. The six, brought
together by chance, and with the odds of survival overwhelmingly against them, have
only each other, for both friend and foe. Around them is the desert?implacable, pitiless,
filled with unseen enemies. And on the horizon is the black mountain, beyond which is
hidden the unknown.
The book is about a slave who's freed but returns to Africa where he sets up a coffee
farm but has many shortcomings.
• New York Times bestseller • The 100 most substantive solutions to reverse global
warming, based on meticulous research by leading scientists and policymakers around
the world “At this point in time, the Drawdown book is exactly what is needed; a
credible, conservative solution-by-solution narrative that we can do it. Reading it is an
effective inoculation against the widespread perception of doom that humanity cannot
and will not solve the climate crisis. Reported by-effects include increased
determination and a sense of grounded hope.” —Per Espen Stoknes, Author, What We
Think About When We Try Not To Think About Global Warming “There’s been no real
way for ordinary people to get an understanding of what they can do and what impact it
can have. There remains no single, comprehensive, reliable compendium of carbonreduction solutions across sectors. At least until now. . . . The public is hungry for this
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kind of practical wisdom.” —David Roberts, Vox “This is the ideal environmental
sciences textbook—only it is too interesting and inspiring to be called a textbook.”
—Peter Kareiva, Director of the Institute of the Environment and Sustainability, UCLA In
the face of widespread fear and apathy, an international coalition of researchers,
professionals, and scientists have come together to offer a set of realistic and bold
solutions to climate change. One hundred techniques and practices are described
here—some are well known; some you may have never heard of. They range from clean
energy to educating girls in lower-income countries to land use practices that pull
carbon out of the air. The solutions exist, are economically viable, and communities
throughout the world are currently enacting them with skill and determination. If
deployed collectively on a global scale over the next thirty years, they represent a
credible path forward, not just to slow the earth’s warming but to reach drawdown, that
point in time when greenhouse gases in the atmosphere peak and begin to decline.
These measures promise cascading benefits to human health, security, prosperity, and
well-being—giving us every reason to see this planetary crisis as an opportunity to
create a just and livable world.
A bold work of African philosophy and theology that brings together witchcraft and the
philosophy of Levinas.
Simon Gikandi provides critical analysis on the African novel.
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