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Montana 1948 Study Guide
Before the world knew Kerouac, Ginsberg, and Cassady, this “brilliant and important” novel
chronicled the author’s early years among the Beats (Los Angeles Free Press). Published five
years before On the Road, this candid and perceptive roman à clef chronicles the adventures
of Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, and Neal Cassady before they became literary icons. In dive
bars and all-night diners, cabs racing across Manhattan and squalid apartments sticky with
“tea” smoke, these would-be artists pursue the ecstatic experiences that shape their work and
satisfy their restless desire to live beyond the limits of convention. At the heart of Go is Paul
Hobbes, the alter ego of John Clellon Holmes. An aspiring novelist who shares the same
creative interests as his friends, Paul frequently participates in their reckless, self-indulgent
behavior. Yet his innate solemnness makes him an outsider, as does his commitment to his
marriage. As Paul seeks to strike the right balance between experimentation and orthodoxy,
freedom and obligation, he casts a discerning eye on his peers. The result is a thrilling and
indispensible portrait of the Beat movement before it took America by storm.
"A 22-volume, highly illustrated, A-Z general encyclopedia for all ages, featuring sections on
how to use World Book, other research aids, pronunciation key, a student guide to better
writing, speaking, and research skills, and comprehensive index"-Longlisted for the Wellcome Book Prize 2017 A moving story about transition between illness
and recovery, childhood and maturity, life and death. Thirteen-year-old Frank Gold’s family
escaped from Hungary and the perils of WW2 to the safety of Australia, but not long after their
arrival Frank is diagnosed with polio. Sent to a sprawling children’s hospital called The Golden
Age, he nds Elsa, the most beautiful girl he has ever seen, and a vocation for poetry. Frank
and Elsa fall in love, fuelling one another’s rehabilitation and facing the perils of polio and
adolescence hand in hand. Meanwhile Frank and Elsa’s parents must cope with their
changing realities. Margaret, who has sacri ced everything to be a perfect mother, must
reconcile her hopes and dreams with her daughter’s illness. Frank’s parents are isolated
newcomers in a country they don’t love. Ida, a renowned pianist in Hungary, refuses to allow
the western deserts of Australia to become her home, while her husband Meyer slowly begins
to free himself from the past and nd his place in the Perth of the early 1950s.
In post-WWII Russia, one boy dares to save an entire race of outlawed dogs -- the German
shepherd! World War II has just ended when thirteen-year-old Mikhail finds a dying man and
his German shepherd, Zasha, in the woods. It's dangerous -- some say traitorous -- to own a
German dog after Germany attacked Russia, so Mikhail must keep Zasha a secret to keep her
alive. But Mikhail's rival, Katia, is determined to find the dog she is sure he's hiding. At the
same time, a soldier named Dimitri is breeding a new Russian dog at a nearby farm. So many
dogs were lost in combat, to starvation, and in the slaughter of German dogs that the country is
in dire need of every kind of dog. Dimitri, too, has suspicions of Zasha's existance, and would
like nothing more than to add her to his breeding program. He'll have to compete with the
armed dog thieves who are also on her trail. Mikhail's inspiring journey to save his best friend,
the last German shepherd in Russia, forces him to face some of life's hardest lessons about
war, hate, forgiveness, hope, love, and man's best friend.
This extraordinary story of courage and faith is based on the actual experiences of three girls
who fled from the repressive life of Moore River Native Settlement, following along the rabbitproof fence back to their homelands. Assimilationist policy dictated that these girls be taken
from their kin and their homes in order to be made white. Settlement life was unbearable with
its chains and padlocks, barred windows, hard cold beds, and horrible food. Solitary
confinement was doled out as regular punishment. The girls were not even allowed to speak
their language. Of all the journeys made since white people set foot on Australian soil, the
journey made by these girls born of Aboriginal mothers and white fathers speaks something to
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everyone.
Montana 1948A NovelMilkweed Editions
Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read. A
love story, an adventure, and an epic of the frontier, Larry McMurtry’s Pulitzer Prize–winning
classic, Lonesome Dove, the third book in the Lonesome Dove tetralogy, is the grandest novel
ever written about the last defiant wilderness of America. Journey to the dusty little Texas town
of Lonesome Dove and meet an unforgettable assortment of heroes and outlaws, whores and
ladies, Indians and settlers. Richly authentic, beautifully written, always dramatic, Lonesome
Dove is a book to make us laugh, weep, dream, and remember.
Context and background - Genre style and structure - Chapter analysis - Character and
relationships - Themes and issues - Sample questions - Exam strategies - Further reading.

“Uplifting story about the triumph of human decency . . . Sure to be enjoyed by those
who fondly recall another David vs. Goliath roundball yarn—Hoosiers” (Publishers
Weekly). Sam Pickett never expected to settle in this dried-up shell of a town on the
western edge of the world. He’s come here to hide from the violence and madness that
have shattered his life, but what he finds is what he least expects. There’s a spirit that
endures in Willow Creek, Montana. It seems that every inhabitant of this forgotten
outpost has a story, a reason for taking a detour to this place—or a reason for staying.
As the coach of the hapless high school basketball team (zero wins, ninety-three
losses), Sam can’t help but be moved by the bravery he witnesses in the everyday
lives of people—including his own young players—bearing their sorrows and broken
dreams. How do they carry on, believing in a future that seems to be based on the
flimsiest of promises? Drawing on the strength of the boys on the team, sharing the
hope they display despite insurmountable odds, Sam finally begins to see a future
worth living. Author Stanley Gordon West has filled the town of Willow Creek with
characters so vividly cast that they become real as relatives, and their stories—so full of
humor and passion, loss and determination—illuminate a path into the human heart.
“Elegiac but hopeful novel, originally self-published, about the redemptive power of
people—and, of course, roundball . . . Worthy of a place in Montaniana alongside Ivan
Doig and Deirdre McNamer, this is a modest tale, elegantly written.” —Kirkus Reviews
We live in a culture that's all about self, becoming the best "me" I can be instead of
becoming like Jesus. This me-centered message affects every area of our lives--our
friendships, our marriages, even our faith--and it breaks each one in different ways. The
self-focused life robs our joy, shrinks our souls, and is the reason we never quite break
free of insecurity. In this book, Sharon Hodde Miller invites us into a bigger, Jesuscentered vision--one that restores our freedom and inspires us to live for more. She
helps readers - identify the secret source of insecurity - understand how self-focus
sabotages seven areas of our lives - learn four practical steps for focusing on God and
others - experience freedom from the burden of self-focus Anyone yearning for a
purpose bigger than "project me" will cherish this paradigm-shifting message of true
fulfillment.
The “powerful” (Michelle Alexander) exploration—featured by The Atlantic, Essence, the
Washington Post, New York magazine, NPR, and others—of the harsh and harmful
experiences confronting Black girls in schools In a work that Lisa Delpit calls
“imperative reading,” Monique W. Morris (Black Stats, Too Beautiful for Words)
chronicles the experiences of Black girls across the country whose intricate lives are
misunderstood, highly judged—by teachers, administrators, and the justice system—and
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degraded by the very institutions charged with helping them flourish. Called
“compelling” and “thought-provoking” by Kirkus Reviews, Pushout exposes a world of
confined potential and supports the rising movement to challenge the policies,
practices, and cultural illiteracy that push countless students out of school and into
unhealthy, unstable, and often unsafe futures. Called a book “for everyone who cares
about children” by the Washington Post, Morris’s illumination of these critical issues is
“timely and important” (Booklist) at a moment when Black girls are the fastest growing
population in the juvenile justice system. Praised by voices as wide-ranging as Gloria
Steinem and Roland Martin, and highlighted for the audiences of Elle and Jet right
alongside those of EdWeek and the Leonard Lopate Show, Pushout is a book that “will
stay with you long after you turn the final page” (Bookish).
This saga of a son of the working class who grows into a piano prodigy is “hypnotically
readable . . . The best story I know of in a long, long time” (Vanity Fair). As a boy,
Claude Rawlings looks up through the grated window of his basement apartment to
watch the world go by. Poor, lonely, supported by a taxi-driver mother whose
eccentricities spin more and more out of control, he faces the terrible task of growing up
on the margins of life, destined to be a spectator of that great world always hurrying out
of reach. But there is an out-of-tune piano in the small apartment, and in unlocking the
secrets of its keys, as if by magic, Claude discovers himself. He is a musical prodigy.
Body & Soul is the story of a young man whose life is transformed by a gift. The gift is
not without price—the work is relentless, the teachers exacting—but the reward is a
journey that takes him to the drawing rooms of the rich and powerful, private schools, a
gilt-edged marriage, and Carnegie Hall. Claude moves through this life as if he were
playing a difficult composition, swept up in its drama and tension, surprised by its grace
notes. Music, here, becomes a character in its own right, equaled in strength only by
the music of Frank Conroy’s own unmistakable and true voice. Bristling with character
and invention, Body & Soul is Dickensian in its range and richness. This is a novel with
all the emotional appeal and moral gravity of a classic bildungsroman, but with a tone
as contemporary as a jazz riff—an unforgettable achievement by one of the great writers
of our time.
Following the inner life of one man over the course of nearly forty years, a tender tale of
faith, obsession, and enduring love follows the remarkable relationship between Paul, a
precocious observer of human life, and Laura Petit, a gifted and independent poet nine
years older than Paul. By the award-winning author of Montana 1948. Reader's Guide
included. Reprint.
In the wake of a third student's murder, reticent Wanekia High School teacher Peter
begins keeping a disturbing journal of the community's actions and his own that makes
him realize his personal ambivalence toward violence. Reprint.
A retired sheriff and his wife go after their young grandson in “a fast-paced story of
marital love, family violence and small-town justice” (Pioneer Press). It’s been years
since George and Margaret Blackledge lost their son James, and months since his
widow, Lorna, took off with their only grandson and married Donnie Weboy. Margaret is
resolved to find and retrieve the boy—while George is none too eager to stir up trouble.
Soon, the Blackledges find themselves entangled with the entire Weboy clan, who are
determined not to give up the boy without a fight. The author of Montana 1948 returns
to big sky country in midcentury America with a riveting novel pervaded with a sense of
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menace that “traces the desperate lengths families will go to in order to protect their
own” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). “Watson evokes the deepest kind of
suspense: that based upon the fact that humans are unpredictable and perhaps
ultimately unknowable—even to their most intimate associates. This fierce, tense book is
beautifully written, with spare and economical prose . . . A brilliant achievement.” —Alice
LaPlante, New York Times–bestselling author of Turn of Mind “An outstanding work
that is sure to expand Watson’s audience of devoted readers. Not to be missed.”
—Library Journal (starred review)
"Characters so real they could walk off the page, virtuoso writing and up-all-night
drama."— People From acclaimed novelist Larry Watson, a multigenerational story of
the West told through the history of one woman trying to navigate life on her own terms.
Edie—smart, self?assured, beautiful—always worked hard. She worked as a teller at a
bank, she worked to save her first marriage, and later, she worked to raise her daughter
even as her second marriage came apart. Really, Edie just wanted a good life, but
everywhere she turned, her looks defined her. Two brothers fought over her. Her
second husband became possessive and jealous. Her daughter resented her. And now,
as a grandmother, Edie finds herself harassed by a younger man. It’s been a lifetime of
proving that she is allowed to exist in her own sphere. The Lives of Edie Pritchard tells
the story of one woman just trying to be herself, even as multiple men attempt to
categorize and own her. Triumphant, engaging, and perceptive, Watson’s novel
examines a woman both aware of her power and constrained by it, and probes the way
perceptions of someone in a small town can shape a life through the decades.
A special fiftieth anniversary edition of Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, “a desperate, painfully
honest attempt to confront the monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time), featuring a
new introduction by Kevin Powers, author of the National Book Award finalist The Yellow Birds
Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five,
an American classic, is one of the world’s great antiwar books. Centering on the infamous
World War II firebombing of Dresden, the novel is the result of what Kurt Vonnegut described
as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what he had witnessed as an American
prisoner of war. It combines historical fiction, science fiction, autobiography, and satire in an
account of the life of Billy Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien
abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike
Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An instant bestseller,
Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in American literature, a reputation that
only strengthened over time, despite his being banned and censored by some libraries and
schools for content and language. But it was precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s
writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending inventiveness, the frank violence, the
transgressive wit—that have inspired generations of readers not just to look differently at the
world around them but to find the confidence to say something about it. Authors as wideranging as Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood,
Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris, Jennifer Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in
Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut as “the kind of writer who
made people—young people especially—want to write.” George Saunders has declared
Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent, passionate American writer of our century, who offers us . .
. a model of the kind of compassionate thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.” Fifty
years after its initial publication at the height of the Vietnam War, Vonnegut's portrayal of
political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as relevant, darkly humorous, and
profoundly affecting as ever, an enduring beacon through our own era’s uncertainties.
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“Poignant and hilarious, threaded with compassion and, behind everything, the cataract of a
thundering moral statement.”—The Boston Globe
Soon to be a Hallmark Original Movie! “A perfect read for lovers of Antoine Laurain's The Red
Notebook, Gabrielle Zevin's The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry, and Fredrik Backman's A Man
Called Ove.” —Library Journal, starred review “Phaedra Patrick understands the soul.” —Nina
George, New York Times bestselling author of The Little Paris Bookshop A delightful gem of a
novel about family, forgiveness and finding your way from the bestselling author of The
Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper Benedict Stone has settled into a complacent and
predictable routine. Business at his jewelry shop has dried up; his marriage is on the rocks. His
life is in desperate need of a jump start—and then a surprise arrives at his door in the form of
his audacious teenage niece, Gemma. Reckless and stubborn, she invites herself into
Benedict’s world and turns his orderly life upside down. But she might just be exactly what he
needs to get his life back on track. Filled with colorful characters and irresistible charm, Rise
and Shine, Benedict Stone is a luminous reminder of the unbreakable bonds of family, and
shows that having someone to embrace life with is always better than standing on your own.
Look for Phaedra Patrick’s newest perfectly charming read, The Secrets of Love Story Bridge.
A cloth bag containing 20 paperback copies of the title that may also include a folder with sign
out sheets.
God never called us to be nice. What happens when we replace courage with compromise?
What happens when we replace honesty with likability? What happens when we replace
conviction with clichés? What happens when we replace discipleship to Christ with a devotion
to nice? We live in a culture that prizes niceness as one of its highest virtues. Niceness keeps
the peace, wins friends, gains influence, and serves our reputations well, but it also takes the
teeth out of our witness and the power out of our faith. When we choose to be nice instead of
faithful, we bear fruits that are bland, bitter, empty, and rotten to the core. In this life-changing
book, Sharon Hodde Miller explores the seemingly innocent idol that has crept into our faith
and quietly corrupted it, producing the bad fruits of cowardice, inauthenticity, shallowness, and
more. Then she challenges readers to cultivate a better tree, providing practical steps to
reclaim our credibility as followers of Christ, and bear better, richer, more life-giving fruits.
In two hundred ingenious essays, a teacher of creative writing explores the writing process in a
series of exercises designed to kindle a writer's imagination, reveal the world through a writer's
eyes, and respond to the creativity manifested by good writing. Original.
A Study Guide for Larry Watson's "Montana 1948," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels
for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more.
For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
When Norman Maclean sent the manuscript of A River Runs through It and Other Stories to
New York publishers, he received a slew of rejections. One editor, so the story goes, replied,
“it has trees in it.” Forty years later, the title novella is recognized as one of the great American
tales of the twentieth century, and Maclean as one of the most beloved writers of our time. The
finely distilled product of a long life of often surprising rapture—for fly-fishing, for the woods, for
the interlocked beauty of life and art—A River Runs through It has established itself as a classic
of the American West. This new edition will introduce a fresh audience to Maclean’s beautiful
prose and understated emotional insights. Elegantly redesigned, A River Runs through It
includes a new foreword by Robert Redford, director of the Academy Award-winning 1992 film
adaptation of River. Based on Maclean’s own experiences as a young man, the book’s two
novellas and short story are set in the small towns and mountains of western Montana. It is a
world populated with drunks, loggers, card sharks, and whores, but also one rich in the
pleasures of fly-fishing, logging, cribbage, and family. By turns raunchy and elegiac, these
superb tales express, in Maclean’s own words, “a little of the love I have for the earth as it
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goes by.”
After a mysterious car accident occurs, Sheriff Jack Nevelson is compelled to protect the
innocence of his hometown, in a morally complex story by the author of Montana 1948.
Reprint.

It is 1939 and although Australia is about to go to war, it doesn’t quite realise yet
that the situation is serious. Deep in the working-class Melbourne suburb of
Richmond it is business—your own and everyone else’s—as usual. And young Kip
Westaway, failed scholar and stablehand, is living the most important day of his
life.
“Honest, warm, humane, and at times shocking, As Good as Gone is an
achievement of empathy and dignity.” —Smith Henderson, author of Fourth of
July Creek Calvin Sidey is always ready to run, and it doesn’t take much to set
him in motion. As a young man, he ran from this block, from Gladstone, from
Montana, from this country. From his family and the family business. He ran from
sadness, and he ran from responsibility. If the gossip was true, he ran from the
law. It’s 1963, and Calvin Sidey, one of the last of the old cowboys, has long ago
left his family to live a life of self-reliance out on the prairie. He’s been a mostly
absentee father and grandfather until his estranged son asks him to stay with his
grandchildren, Ann and Will, for a week while he and his wife are away. So
Calvin agrees to return to the small town where he once was a mythic figure, to
the very home he once abandoned. But trouble soon comes to the door when a
boy’s attentions to seventeen-year-old Ann become increasingly aggressive and
a group of reckless kids portend danger for eleven-year-old Will. Calvin knows
only one way to solve problems: the Old West way, in which scores are settled
and ultimatums are issued and your gun is always loaded. And though he has a
powerful effect on those around him--from the widowed neighbor who has fallen
under his spell to Ann and Will, who see him as the man who brings a sudden
and violent order to their lives--in the changing culture of the 1960s, Calvin isn’t
just a relic; he’s a wild card, a danger to himself and those who love him. In As
Good as Gone, Larry Watson captures our longing for the Old West and its
heroes, and he challenges our understanding of loyalty and justice. Both tough
and tender, it is a stunning achievement.
The tragic tale of a Montana family ripped apart by scandal and murder: “a
significant and elegant addition to the fiction of the American West” (Washington
Post). In the summer of 1948, twelve-year-old David Hayden witnessed and
experienced a series of cataclysmic events that would forever change the way he
saw his family. The Haydens had been pillars of their small Montana town:
David’s father was the town sheriff; his uncle Frank was a war hero and
respected doctor. But the family’s solid foundation was suddenly shattered by a
bombshell revelation. The Hayden’s Sioux housekeeper, Marie Little Soldier,
tells them that Frank has been sexually assaulting his female Indian patients for
years—and that she herself was his latest victim. As the tragic fallout unravels
around David, he learns that truth is not what one believes it to be, that power is
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abused, and that sometimes one has to choose between loyalty and justice.
Winner of the Milkweed National Fiction Prize
This public domain book is an open and compatible implementation of the
Uniform System of Citation.
The moving story of a daughter’s quest to discover the truth about her beloved
father’s hidden past. Ada Sibelius is raised by David, her brilliant, eccentric,
socially inept single father, who directs a computer science lab in 1980s-era
Boston. Home-schooled, Ada accompanies David to work every day; by twelve,
she is a painfully shy prodigy. The lab begins to gain acclaim at the same time
that David’s mysterious history comes into question. When his mind begins to
falter, leaving Ada virtually an orphan, she is taken in by one of David’s
colleagues. Soon she embarks on a mission to uncover her father’s secrets: a
process that carries her from childhood to adulthood. What Ada discovers on her
journey into a virtual universe will keep the reader riveted until The Unseen
World’s heart-stopping, fascinating conclusion.
Looking back at a tragic event that occurred during his thirteenth year, Frank
Drum explores how a complicated web of secrets, adultery, and betrayal
shattered his Methodist family and their small 1961 Minnesota community.
Notes on the author - Genre, structure and style - Background notes Characters, themes and issues - Sample essay and essay topics.
The author of the acclaimed Montana 1948 “spins charm and melancholy” in this
novel of youth and romantic rivalry in 1960s rural Minnesota (Denver Post).
Willow Falls, Minnesota, 1962. The shooting of a young woman on Thanksgiving
Day sets off a chain of unsettling events in the life of seventeen-year-old Matthew
Garth. A close friend of the prosperous Dunbar family, Matthew is present in Dr.
Dunbar’s home office when the victim is brought in. The sight of Louisa
Lindahl—beautiful and mortally wounded—makes an indelible impression on the
young man. Fueled by his feverish desire for this mysterious woman and a deep
longing for the comfort and affluence that appears to surround the Dunbars,
Matthew finds himself drawn into a vortex of greed, manipulation, and ultimately
betrayal. Larry Watson’s tale heart-breaking tale “resonates with language as
clear and images as crisp as the spare, flat prairie of its Minnesota setting”
(Kirkus Reviews). An Esquire Best Book of 2011
In his first novel in more than a decade, award-winning author David Malouf reimagines the
pivotal narrative of Homer’s Iliad—one of the most famous passages in all of literature. This is
the story of the relationship between two grieving men at war: fierce Achilles, who has lost his
beloved Patroclus in the siege of Troy; and woeful Priam, whose son Hector killed Patroclus
and was in turn savaged by Achilles. A moving tale of suffering, sorrow, and redemption,
Ransom is incandescent in its delicate and powerful lyricism and its unstated imperative that
we imagine our lives in the glow of fellow feeling.
WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION FROM NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR
TAYARI JONES “How can a novel’s social criticism be so unflinching and clear, yet its plot
moves like a house on fire? I am tempted to describe Petry as a magician for the many ways
that The Street amazes, but this description cheapens her talent . . . Petry is a gifted artist.” —
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Tayari Jones, from the Introduction The Street follows the spirited Lutie Johnson, a newly
single mother whose efforts to claim a share of the American Dream for herself and her young
son meet frustration at every turn in 1940s Harlem. Opening a fresh perspective on the
realities and challenges of black, female, working-class life, The Street became the first novel
by an African American woman to sell more than a million copies.
'Winner of the Commonwealth Writers Prize and Australian Book Industry Awards, Book of the
Year. After a childhood of poverty and petty crime in the slums of London, William Thornhill is
transported to New South Wales for the term of his natural life. With his wife Sal and children in
tow, he arrives in a harsh land that feels at first like a death sentence. But among the convicts
there is a whisper that freedom can be bought, an opportunity to start afresh. As Thornhill
stakes his claim on a patch of ground by the Hawkesbury River, the battle lines between the
old and new inhabitants are drawn. Inspired by research into her own family history, Kate
Grenville vividly creates the reality of settler life, its longings, dangers and dilemmas. The
Secret River is a groundbreaking story about identity, belonging and ownership. There is no
doubt Grenville is one of our greatest writers. A book everyone should read. It is evocative,
gracefully written, terrible and confronting. And it has resonance for ever'.
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study
guides for challenging works of literature. This 36-page guide for "Montana 1948" by Larry
Watson includes detailed chapter summaries and analysis covering 3 chapters, as well as
several more in-depth sections of expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes
commentary on major characters, 25 important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like
Racism and Coming of Age/Adolescence.
From the beloved and best-selling author of Plainsong and Eventide comes a story of life and
death, and the ties that bind, once again set out on the High Plains in Holt, Colorado. When
Dad Lewis is diagnosed with terminal cancer, he and his wife, Mary, must work together to
make his final days as comfortable as possible. Their daughter, Lorraine, hastens back from
Denver to help look after him; her devotion softens the bitter absence of their estranged son,
Frank, but this cannot be willed away and remains a palpable presence for all three of them.
Next door, a young girl named Alice moves in with her grandmother and contends with the
painful memories that Dad's condition stirs up of her own mother's death. Meanwhile, the
town’s newly arrived preacher attempts to mend his strained relationships with his wife and
teenaged son, a task that proves all the more challenging when he faces the disdain of his
congregation after offering more than they are accustomed to getting on a Sunday morning.
And throughout, an elderly widow and her middle-aged daughter do everything they can to
ease the pain of their friends and neighbors. Despite the travails that each of these families
faces, together they form bonds strong enough to carry them through the most difficult of
times. Bracing, sad and deeply illuminating, Benediction captures the fullness of life by
representing every stage of it, including its extinction, as well as the hopes and dreams that
sustain us along the way. Here Kent Haruf gives us his most indelible portrait yet of this small
town and reveals, with grace and insight, the compassion, the suffering and, above all, the
humanity of its inhabitants.
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