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A comprehensive study of the life and work of Guru Arjan (1563–1606), the fifth Guru of the Sikhs, this volume reconstructs his life
based on history, memory, tradition, and mythic representation. Pashaura Singh focuses on the major influences that shaped Guru
Arjan's thought. He discusses the socio-political conditions that moulded the Guru's life, inspiring him to become one of the
greatest religious leaders of the world. Presenting a systematic analysis of Guru Arjan's teachings, the author examines the Guru's
role as leader of the growing Sikh Panth. The book discusses major institutional developments and the formation of the Sikh canon
during the Guru's reign. It also explores the circumstances surrounding the Guru's martyrdom and the subsequent impact on the
crystallization of the Sikh Panth
Between 1453 and 1526 Muslims founded three major states in the Mediterranean, Iran and South Asia: respectively the Ottoman,
Safavid, and Mughal empires. By the early seventeenth century their descendants controlled territories that encompassed much of
the Muslim world, stretching from the Balkans and North Africa to the Bay of Bengal and including a combined population of
between 130 and 160 million people. This book is the first comparative study of the politics, religion, and culture of these three
empires between 1300 and 1923. At the heart of the analysis is Islam, and how it impacted on the political and military structures,
the economy, language, literature and religious traditions of these great empires. This original and sophisticated study provides an
antidote to the modern view of Muslim societies by illustrating the complexity, humanity and vitality of these empires, empires that
cannot be reduced simply to religious doctrine.
Based on a completely reconstructed archive of Persian, Hindi and Marathi documents, Nandini Chatterjee provides a unique
micro-history of a family of landlords in Malwa, central India, who flourished in the region from at least the sixteenth until the
twentieth century. By exploring their daily interactions with imperial elites as well as villagers and marauders, Chatterjee offers a
new history from below of the Mughal Empire, far from the glittering courts of the emperors and nobles, but still dramatic and filled
with colourful personalities. From this perspective, we see war, violence, betrayal, enterprise, romance and disappointment, but we
also see a quest for law, justice, rights and righteousness. A rare story of Islamic law in a predominantly non-Muslim society, this is
also an exploration of the peripheral regions of the Maratha empire and a neglected princely state under British colonial rule. This
title is also available as Open Access.
Family guide, Dazzling details in folded front cover.
Mughal Empire In India Is A Detailed And Comprehensive Study Of The History Of Medieval India. It Has Tapped Practically All
Historical Sources Available In English. It Presents All Points Of View On Controversial Topics, Helping The Reader To Draw His
Own Conclusions. Rao Bahadur G.S. Sardesai Finds The Principal Merit Of The Work In The Skilful Piecing Together Of All
Available Matter And Weaving It Into A Connected Account . This Textbook Is A Real Source Of High And Systematic Knowledge.
The Intelligent Use Of This Textbook Will Introduce The Student To The Genuine Historical Method . Rev. H. Heras, S.J. The
Effort To Make The Student Acquainted With The Sources Is Perhaps The Most Distinct Contri¬Bution Of This Book . C.S.S. In
The Journal Of Indian History
1.The Ultimate Guide for the preparation of NCHMCT – JEE for B.Sc. course 2.The book is divided into 5 Sections 3.Good number
of question have been provided for practice 4.3 Solved papers, 8 Section tests and 3 Crack sets are given for thorough practice
5.Answers to Section Tests and Crack Sets are given for the complete assistance 6.Group discussion and Personal Interview
section is mention to make you well prepared Hotel Management is one of the most lucrative streams of higher education in India.
To get into the best Hotel Management Institutes, students need to appear for NCHMCT- Joint Entrance Exams for B.Sc.
(Hospitality and Hotel Administration) which is conducted by National Testing Agency (NTA) every year “The Ultimate Guide for
Hotel Management Entrance Examination 2021” is a comprehensive textbook designed to give complete assistance for the
preparation. The book helps in building the strong theoretical concepts under various sections along with good number of
questions provided with well explained answers for practice and self evaluation to get the complete picture of the exam pattern and
level both. This book is highly useful and a complete guide for the aspirants those who are willing to make future in Hotel
Management. TABLE OF CONTENTS Solved Papers [2020-2018], English Language and Comprehensive, Reasoning and
Logical Deduction, Numerical Abillity, General Awareness, Service Aptitude, Group Discussion and Personal Interview, Crack Sets
(1-3), Answers to Section Tests and Crack Sets (1-3).
THE TOP 5 SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER ONE OF BARACK OBAMA'S BEST BOOKS OF 2019 THE TIMES HISTORY BOOK OF THE
YEAR FINALIST FOR THE CUNDILL HISTORY PRIZE 2020 LONGLISTED FOR THE BAILLIE GIFFORD PRIZE FOR NON-FICTION 2019
A FINANCIAL TIMES, OBSERVER, DAILY TELEGRAPH, WALL STREET JOURNAL AND TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR 'Dalrymple is a
superb historian with a visceral understanding of India ... A book of beauty' – Gerard DeGroot, The Times In August 1765 the East India
Company defeated the young Mughal emperor and forced him to establish a new administration in his richest provinces. Run by English
merchants who collected taxes using a ruthless private army, this new regime saw the East India Company transform itself from an
international trading corporation into something much more unusual: an aggressive colonial power in the guise of a multinational business.
William Dalrymple tells the remarkable story of the East India Company as it has never been told before, unfolding a timely cautionary tale of
the first global corporate power.
Culture of Encounters documents the fascinating exchange between the Persian-speaking Islamic elite of the Mughal Empire and traditional
Sanskrit scholars, which engendered a dynamic idea of Mughal rule essential to the empire's survival. This history begins with the invitation
of Brahman and Jain intellectuals to King Akbar's court in the 1560s, then details the numerous Mughal-backed texts they and their Mughal
interlocutors produced under emperors Akbar, Jahangir (1605–1627), and Shah Jahan (1628–1658). Many works, including Sanskrit epics
and historical texts, were translated into Persian, elevating the political position of Brahmans and Jains and cultivating a voracious appetite
for Indian writings throughout the Mughal world. The first book to read these Sanskrit and Persian works in tandem, Culture of Encounters
recasts the Mughal Empire as a polyglot polity that collaborated with its Indian subjects to envision its sovereignty. The work also reframes
the development of Brahman and Jain communities under Mughal rule, which coalesced around carefully selected, politically salient
memories of imperial interaction. Along with its groundbreaking findings, Culture of Encounters certifies the critical role of the sociology of
empire in building the Mughal polity, which came to irrevocably shape the literary and ruling cultures of early modern India.
Islamic Gunpowder Empires provides readers with a history of Islamic civilization in the early modern world through a comparative
examination of Islam's three greatest empires: the Ottomans (centered in what is now Turkey), the Safavids (in modern Iran), and the
Mughals (ruling the Indian subcontinent). Author Douglas Streusand explains the origins of the three empires; compares the ideological,
institutional, military, and economic contributors to their success; and analyzes the causes of their rise, expansion, and ultimate
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transformation and decline. Streusand depicts the three empires as a part of an integrated international system extending from the Atlantic to
the Straits of Malacca, emphasizing both the connections and the conflicts within that system. He presents the empires as complex polities in
which Islam is one political and cultural component among many. The treatment of the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal empires incorporates
contemporary scholarship, dispels common misconceptions, and provides an excellent platform for further study.
Five hundred years ago the great walled city of Constantinople fell under the relentless siege of the Ottoman Turks led by Sultan Mehmed II,
Mehmed the Conqueror. Kristovoulos, one of the vanquished Greeks, later entered into the service of the Conqueror and began to write a
history of the Sultan's life, starting with the year 1451, the beginning of Mehmed's 31-year reign. Death apparently prevented Kritovoulos from
completing his account, but the manuscript covering the first seventeen years has been preserved and this exciting chronicle is here
translated into English for the first time. Charles T. Riggs, who died in February 1953 at Robert College in modern Istanbul, was a missionary
in the Near East. Originally published in 1954. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts
of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to
vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its
founding in 1905.
Traces the development and spread of architecture under the Mughal emperors who ruled the Indian subcontinent from the early-16th to the
mid-19th centuries. The book considers the entire scope of architecture built under the auspices of the imperial Mughals and their subjects.
ADDA 247 has been consistently working to make the word “SUCCESS” a true companion to NRA CET Exam. As September 2021has just
marked its presence, we are delighted to announce that ADDA 247 is launching – “A Comprehensive Guide to General Awareness"
"A Complete Guide to General Awareness for NRA CET Exam” is meticulously divided into chapters explaining the basic concepts followed
by conceptual questions to reinforce those concepts. We have also refined the questions by adding practice questions with solutions to give
you an insight into the varied kinds of questions you can expect in the exams and ways to tackle them efficiently. There are section wise
Questions too that are a special add-on for increasing your proficiency with efficacy and to help you understand the level of competitive
examinations. This eBook now covers 3500+ questions with solutions that will help the candidate to clear the NRA CET Exam with ease.
SALIENT FEATURES:
3500+ Questions with 100% Solutions
Practice Exercises based on chapters
Prepare by Expert Faculties by Extensive Research
Detailed Concepts Divided into chapters
Topic wise Practice Questions
This book presents a rounded picture of Islam, from current issues of fundamentalism, to its culture and art.
Mughal rulers were legendary connoisseurs of the arts, whose patronage attracted poets, artists, and scholars from all parts of the world.
Sunil Sharma explores the rise and decline of Persian court poetry in India and the invention of an enduring idea of a literary paradise,
perfectly exemplified by the valley of Kashmir.
The prophet Muhammad and the early Islamic community radically redefined the concept of time that they had inherited from earlier religions'
beliefs and practices. This new temporal system, based on a lunar calendar and era, was complex and required sophistication and accuracy.
From the ninth to the sixteenth centuries, it was the Muslim astronomers of the Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal empires who were responsible
for the major advances in mathematics, astronomy and astrology. This fascinating study compares the Islamic concept of time, and its
historical and cultural significance, across these three great empires. Each empire, while mindful of earlier models, created a new temporal
system, fashioning a new solar calendar and era and a new round of rituals and ceremonies from the cultural resources at hand. This book
contributes to our understanding of the Muslim temporal system and our appreciation of the influence of Islamic science on the Western
world.
Bangladesh did not exist as an independent state until 1971. Willem van Schendel's state-of-the-art history navigates the extraordinary twists
and turns that created modern Bangladesh through ecological disaster, colonialism, partition, a war of independence and cultural renewal. In
this revised and updated edition, Van Schendel offers a fascinating and highly readable account of life in Bangladesh over the last two
millennia. Based on the latest academic research and covering the numerous historical developments of the 2010s, he provides an eloquent
introduction to a fascinating country and its resilient and inventive people. A perfect survey for travellers, expats, students and scholars alike.
Build and deploy intelligent applications for natural language processing with Python by using industry standard tools and recently popular
methods in deep learning Key Features A no-math, code-driven programmer’s guide to text processing and NLP Get state of the art results
with modern tooling across linguistics, text vectors and machine learning Fundamentals of NLP methods from spaCy, gensim, scikit-learn and
PyTorch Book Description NLP in Python is among the most sought after skills among data scientists. With code and relevant case studies,
this book will show how you can use industry-grade tools to implement NLP programs capable of learning from relevant data. We will explore
many modern methods ranging from spaCy to word vectors that have reinvented NLP. The book takes you from the basics of NLP to building
text processing applications. We start with an introduction to the basic vocabulary along with a workflow for building NLP applications. We
use industry-grade NLP tools for cleaning and pre-processing text, automatic question and answer generation using linguistics, text
embedding, text classifier, and building a chatbot. With each project, you will learn a new concept of NLP. You will learn about entity
recognition, part of speech tagging and dependency parsing for Q and A. We use text embedding for both clustering documents and making
chatbots, and then build classifiers using scikit-learn. We conclude by deploying these models as REST APIs with Flask. By the end, you will
be confident building NLP applications, and know exactly what to look for when approaching new challenges. What you will learn Understand
classical linguistics in using English grammar for automatically generating questions and answers from a free text corpus Work with text
embedding models for dense number representations of words, subwords and characters in the English language for exploring document
clustering Deep Learning in NLP using PyTorch with a code-driven introduction to PyTorch Using an NLP project management Framework for
estimating timelines and organizing your project into stages Hack and build a simple chatbot application in 30 minutes Deploy an NLP or
machine learning application using Flask as RESTFUL APIs Who this book is for Programmers who wish to build systems that can interpret
language. Exposure to Python programming is required. Familiarity with NLP or machine learning vocabulary will be helpful, but not
mandatory.
Many non-Muslims have no idea that Muslims worship the same God as Christians and Jews, and that Islam preaches compassion, charity,
humility, and the brotherhood of man. And the similarities don’t end there. According to Islamic teaching, Muhammad founded Islam in 610
CE after the angel Gabriel appeared to him at Mecca and told him that God had entered him among the ranks of such great biblical prophets
as Abraham, Moses, and Christ. Whether you live or work alongside Muslims and want to relate to them better, or you simply want to gain a
better understanding of the world’s second largest religion, Islam For Dummies can help you make sense of this religion and its appeal. From
the Qur’an to Ramadan, this friendly guide introduces you to the origins, practices and beliefs of Islam, including: Muhammad, the man and
the legend The Five Pillars of Wisdom The Five Essentials beliefs of Islam The different branches of Islam and Islamic sects The Qur’an and
Islamic law Islam throughout history and its impact around the world Professor Malcolm Clark explores the roots of Islam, how it has
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developed over the centuries, and it’s long and complex relationship with Christianity. He helps puts Islam in perspective as a major cultural
and geopolitical force. And he provided helpful insights into, among other things: Muhammad, the Qur’an and the ethical teachings of Islam
Muslim worship, customs, and rituals surrounding birth, marriage, and death Shi’ites, Sunnis, Sufis, Druze, and other important Muslim
groups Islam in relation to Judaism and Christianity In these troubled times, it is important that we try to understand the belief systems of
others, for through understanding comes peace. Islam For Dummies helps you build bridges of understanding between you and your
neighbors in the global village. Islam For Dummies (9781119642978) was previously published as Islam For Dummies (9780764555039).
While this version features a new Dummies cover and design, the content is the same as the prior release and should not be considered a
new or updated product.

A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press’s new open access publishing
program for monographs. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. Writing Self, Writing Empire examines the life, career, and
writings of the Mughal state secretary, or munshi, Chandar Bhan “Brahman” (d. c.1670), one of the great Indo-Persian poets and
prose stylists of early modern South Asia. Chandar Bhan’s life spanned the reigns of four different emperors, Akbar (1556-1605),
Jahangir (1605-1627), Shah Jahan (1628-1658), and Aurangzeb ‘Alamgir (1658-1707), the last of the “Great Mughals” whose
courts dominated the culture and politics of the subcontinent at the height of the empire’s power, territorial reach, and global
influence. As a high-caste Hindu who worked for a series of Muslim monarchs and other officials, forming powerful friendships
along the way, Chandar Bhan’s experience bears vivid testimony to the pluralistic atmosphere of the Mughal court, particularly
during the reign of Shah Jahan, the celebrated builder of the Taj Mahal. But his widely circulated and emulated works also touch
on a range of topics central to our understanding of the court’s literary, mystical, administrative, and ethical cultures, while his
letters and autobiographical writings provide tantalizing examples of early modern Indo-Persian modes of self-fashioning. Chandar
Bhan’s oeuvre is a valuable window onto a crucial, though surprisingly neglected, period of Mughal cultural and political history.
The Mughal Empire, also known as the Moghul Empire, lasted for about three centuries, and at its peak, it covered 3.2 million
square kilometers, from the outer borders of the Indus Basin in the west to the highlands of Assam and Bangladesh in the east,
and from Afghanistan and Kashmir in the north to the Deccan Plateau in the south.
At the end of the sixteenth century and the turn of the first Islamic millennium, the powerful Mughal emperor Akbar declared
himself the most sacred being on earth. The holiest of all saints and above the distinctions of religion, he styled himself as the
messiah reborn. Yet the Mughal emperor was not alone in doing so. In this field-changing study, A. Azfar Moin explores why
Muslim sovereigns in this period began to imitate the exalted nature of Sufi saints. Uncovering a startling yet widespread
phenomenon, he shows how the charismatic pull of sainthood (wilayat)—rather than the draw of religious law (sharia) or holy war
(jihad)—inspired a new style of sovereignty in Islam. A work of history richly informed by the anthropology of religion and art, The
Millennial Sovereign traces how royal dynastic cults and shrine-centered Sufism came together in the imperial cultures of Timurid
Central Asia, Safavid Iran, and Mughal India. By juxtaposing imperial chronicles, paintings, and architecture with theories of
sainthood, apocalyptic treatises, and manuals on astrology and magic, Moin uncovers a pattern of Islamic politics shaped by Sufi
and millennial motifs. He shows how alchemical symbols and astrological rituals enveloped the body of the monarch, casting him
as both spiritual guide and material lord. Ultimately, Moin offers a striking new perspective on the history of Islam and the religious
and political developments linking South Asia and Iran in early-modern times.
Subalterns and Raj presents a unique introductory history of India with an account that begins before the period of British rule, and
pursues the continuities within that history up to the present day. Its coverage ranges from Mughal India to post-independence
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, with a focus on the ‘ordinary’ people of India and South Asia. Subalterns and Raj examines
overlooked issues in Indian social history and highlights controversies between historians. Taking an iconoclastic approach to the
elites of South Asia since independence, it is critical of the colonial regime that went before them. This book is a stimulating and
controversial read and, with a detailed guide to further reading and end-of-chapter bibliographies, it is an excellent guide for all
students of the Indian subcontinent.
This is a reproduction of unique, up-to-date guides produced by the Department of Defense that provide comprehensive
information about all aspects of life in Pakistan, with a special emphasis on geography, history, the economy, society, security and
military matters, religion, traditions, urban and rural life, ethnic groups, crime, the environment, government, holidays, gender
issues and much more.Chapter 1: Geography * Northern Mountains * Submontane Plateaus * Indus River Plain * Western
Mountains * Balochistan Plateau * Deserts * Makran Coast * Indus River Delta and Sindh Coast * Climate * Arabian Sea * Indus
River * Jhelum River * Chenab River * Ravi River * Sutlej River * Kabul River * Karachi * Lahore * Islamabad and Rawalpindi *
Faisalabad * Peshawar * Multan * Environmental Concerns * Natural Hazards * Earthquakes * Flood * Drought * Chapter 2:
History * The Indus Valley Civilizations * Crossroads of Empires * Islamic Empires * The Early Islamic Empires * The Mughal
Period * Colonial Era * The British Enter the Indus River Plain * Colonial Rule * The Beginnings of the Hindu-Muslim Split *
Independence and Partition * The Nation of Pakistan * Post-Independence * A Country Divided * The Bangladesh Independence
War * Bhutto and ul-Haq * Recent History * Return to Democracy * Back to Military Control * The Aftermath of 9/11 * Recent
Events * Chapter 3: Economy * Agriculture * Industry * Services * Transportation * Natural Resources * Energy * Mineral
Resources * Trade * Exports * Imports * Tourism * Banking and Finance * Investment * Standard of Living * Employment Trends *
Public versus Private Sector * Business Outlook * Chapter 4: Society * Ethnic Groups * Punjabis * Sindhis * Muhajirs * Pashtuns *
Baluchis * Saraikis * Kashmiri * Languages * Urdu * Punjabi * Pashto * Sindhi * Saraiki * Religion * Islam * Sunni and Shi'a Islam *
Islam in Pakistan * Cuisine * Traditional Dress * Women * Men * Gender Issues * Patriarchal Culture * Violence toward Women *
Bills of Protection for Women * Arts * Ghazals * Storytelling * Folklore * Sports and Recreation * Cricket * Field Hockey * Gulli
Danda * Rugby * Chapter 5: Security Introduction * United States-Pakistan Relations * Relations with Neighboring Countries *
India * Iran * Afghanistan * China * Tajikistan * Law and Order * Army * Air Force * Navy * Police * Frontier Corps (FC) *
Intelligence Agencies * Directorate for Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) * Military Intelligence (MI) * Intelligence Bureau (IB) * Issues
Affecting Internal Stability * Militant Groups * Islamist Groups * Sectarian Groups * Ethnic Nationalist Groups * Chapter 1: Profile *
Topography * Bodies of Water * Helmand River * Arabian Sea * Lashkar Gah (Afghanistan) * Zaranj (Afghanistan) * Quetta
(Pakistan) * Zahedan (Iran) * History * Early History * British India and Its Aftermath * Recent History * Government * Media *
Economy * Language and Ethnic Groups * Chapter 2: Religion * Introduction * Role of Religion in Government * Pakistan * Iran *
Afghanistan * Influence of Religion on Daily Life * Religious Conventions and Gender Roles * Religious Events and Holidays *
Buildings of Worship * Behavior in Places of Worship * Chapter 2 Assessment * Chapter 3: Traditions * Introduction * Honors and
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Values * Codes of Politeness * Male/Female Interaction * Hospitality and Gifts * Eating Habits and Types of Food * Dress Codes *
Men's Dress * Women's Dress * Non-Religious Holidays * Sibi Mela * Baloch Culture Day * Dos and Don'ts * Chapter 4: Urban Life
* Introduction * Urbanization Issues * Water * Sanitation and Waste Disposal * Air and Water Pollution * Societal and Cultural
Problems * Work Problems in Urban Areas * Health Issues * Education * Market Place and Street Vendors * Bazaars * Money,
Credit Cards, and ATMs * Transportation * Cars * Buses * Taxis * Auto-Rickshaws and Two-Wheeled Horse-Drawn Tongas *
Trains * Planes * Crime * Pakistan * Afghanistan * Iran
The Mughals - descendants of Timur and Genghiz Khan with strong cultural ties to the Persian world - seized political power in
north India in 1526 and became the most important artistically active Muslim dynasty on the subcontinent. In this richly illustrated
book, Dr Milo Beach shows how, between 1555 and 1630 in particular, Mughal patronage of the arts was incessant and radically
innovative for the Indian context.
What can war tell us about empire? In Climate of Conquest, Pratyay Nath seeks to answer this question by focusing on the
Mughals. He goes beyond the traditional way of studying war in terms of battles and technologies. Instead, he unravels the deep
connections that the processes of war-making shared with the society, culture, environment, and politics of early modern South
Asia. Climate of Conquest closely studies the dynamics of the military campaigns that helped the Mughals conquer North India
and project their power beyond it. The author argues that the diverse natural environment of South Asia deeply shaped Mughal
military techniques and the course of imperial expansion. He also sheds light on the world of military logistics, labour, animals, and
the organization of war; the process of the formation of imperial frontiers; and the empire’s legitimization of war and conquest.
What emerges is a fresh interpretation of Mughal empire-building as a highly adaptive, flexible, and accommodative process.
The Mughal Empire dominated India politically, culturally, socially, economically and environmentally, from its foundation by Babur,
a Central Asian adventurer, in 1526 to the final trial and exile of the last emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar at the hands of the British in
1858. Throughout the empire's three centuries of rise, preeminence and decline, it remained a dynamic and complex entity within
and against which diverse peoples and interests conflicted. The empire's significance continues to be controversial among
scholars and politicians with fresh and exciting new insights, theories and interpretations being put forward in recent years. This
book engages students and general readers with a clear, lively and informed narrative of the core political events, the struggles
and interactions of key individuals, groups and cultures, and of the contending historiographical arguments surrounding the
Mughal Empire.
The first specialized critical-aesthetic study to be published on the concept of hybridity in early Mughal painting, this book
investigates the workings of the diverse creative forces that led to the formation of a unique Mughal pictorial language. Mughal
pictoriality distinguishes itself from the Persianate models through the rationalization of the picture’s conceptual structure and
other visual modes of expression involving the aesthetic concept of mimesis. If the stylistic and iconographic results of this
transformational process have been well identified and evidenced, their hermeneutic interpretation greatly suffers from the neglect
of a methodologically updated investigation of the images’ conceptual underpinning. Valerie Gonzalez addresses this lacuna by
exploring the operations of cross-fertilization at the level of imagistic conceptualization resulting from the multifaceted encounter
between the local legacy of Indo-Persianate book art, the freshly imported Persian models to Mughal India after 1555 and the
influx of European art at the Mughal court in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The author's close examination of the
visuality, metaphysical order and aesthetic language of Mughal imagery and portraiture sheds new light on this particular aspect of
its aesthetic hybridity, which is usually approached monolithically as a historical phenomenon of cross-cultural interaction. That
approach fails to consider specific parameters and features inherent to the artistic practice, such as the differences between doxis
and praxis, conceptualization and realization, intentionality and what lies beyond it. By studying the distinct phases and principles
of hybridization between the variegated pictorial sources at work in the Mughal creative process at the successive levels of the
project/intention, the practice/realization and the result/product, the author deciphers the modalities of appropriation and
manipulation of the heterogeneous elements. Her unique
A Finalist for the 2018 Los Angeles Times Book Prize in History Four centuries ago, a Muslim woman ruled an empire. When it
came to hunting, she was a master shot. As a dress designer, few could compare. An ingenious architect, she innovated the use
of marble in her parents’ mausoleum on the banks of the Yamuna River that inspired her stepson’s Taj Mahal. And she was both
celebrated and reviled for her political acumen and diplomatic skill, which rivaled those of her female counterparts in Europe and
beyond. In 1611, thirty-four-year-old Nur Jahan, daughter of a Persian noble and widow of a subversive official, became the
twentieth and most cherished wife of the Emperor Jahangir. While other wives were secluded behind walls, Nur ruled the vast
Mughal Empire alongside her husband, and governed in his stead as his health failed and his attentions wandered from matters of
state. An astute politician and devoted partner, Nur led troops into battle to free Jahangir when he was imprisoned by one of his
own officers. She signed and issued imperial orders, and coins of the realm bore her name. Acclaimed historian Ruby Lal
uncovers the rich life and world of Nur Jahan, rescuing this dazzling figure from patriarchal and Orientalist clichés of romance and
intrigue, and giving new insight into the lives of women and girls in the Mughal Empire, even where scholars claim there are no
sources. Nur’s confident assertion of authority and talent is revelatory. In Empress, she finally receives her due in a deeply
researched and evocative biography that awakens us to a fascinating history.
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