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Deregulation, privatization and marketization have
become the bywords for the reforms and debates
surrounding the public sector. This major book is unique
in its comparative analysis of the reform experience in
Western and Eastern Europe, Australia, New Zealand
and Canada. Leading experts identify a number of key
factors to systematically explain the similarities and
differences, map common problems and together reflect
on the future shape of the public sector, exploring
significant themes in a lively and accessible way.
This book contains 38 papers authored by both scientists
and practitioners focused on an interdisciplinary
approach to the development of cyber-physical systems.
Recently our civilization has been facing one of the most
severe challenges in modern history. The COVID-19
pandemic devastated the global economy and
significantly disrupted numerous areas of economic
activity. Only radical increase of efficiency and versatility
of industrial production, with further limitation of human
involvement, paralleled by the decrease of environmental
burden, will enable us to cope with such challenges. We
hope that the presented book provides input to the
solution of at least some problems brought about by this
challenge. This approach relies on the development of
measuring techniques, robotic and mechatronic systems,
industrial automation, numerical modeling and simulation
as well as application of artificial intelligence techniques
required by the transformation leading to Industry 4.0.
This updated and revised first-course textbook in applied
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probability provides a contemporary and lively postcalculus introduction to the subject of probability. The
exposition reflects a desirable balance between
fundamental theory and many applications involving a
broad range of real problem scenarios. It is intended to
appeal to a wide audience, including mathematics and
statistics majors, prospective engineers and scientists,
and those business and social science majors interested
in the quantitative aspects of their disciplines. The
textbook contains enough material for a year-long
course, though many instructors will use it for a single
term (one semester or one quarter). As such, three
course syllabi with expanded course outlines are now
available for download on the book’s page on the
Springer website. A one-term course would cover
material in the core chapters (1-4), supplemented by
selections from one or more of the remaining chapters
on statistical inference (Ch. 5), Markov chains (Ch. 6),
stochastic processes (Ch. 7), and signal processing (Ch.
8—available exclusively online and specifically designed
for electrical and computer engineers, making the book
suitable for a one-term class on random signals and
noise). For a year-long course, core chapters (1-4) are
accessible to those who have taken a year of univariate
differential and integral calculus; matrix algebra,
multivariate calculus, and engineering mathematics are
needed for the latter, more advanced chapters. At the
heart of the textbook’s pedagogy are 1,100 applied
exercises, ranging from straightforward to reasonably
challenging, roughly 700 exercises in the first four “core”
chapters alone—a self-contained textbook of problems
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introducing basic theoretical knowledge necessary for
solving problems and illustrating how to solve the
problems at hand – in R and MATLAB, including code so
that students can create simulations. New to this edition
• Updated and re-worked Recommended Coverage for
instructors, detailing which courses should use the
textbook and how to utilize different sections for various
objectives and time constraints • Extended and revised
instructions and solutions to problem sets • Overhaul of
Section 7.7 on continuous-time Markov chains •
Supplementary materials include three sample syllabi
and updated solutions manuals for both instructors and
students
Lists over 750 sources focusing on the reference needs of
adults. The primary objective was to select quality reference
tools which cover many different topics. Topics include
general works, biography, philosophy, religion, language,
literature, visual arts, applied sciences, sports and recreation,
home life, social customs and education.
The mission of the International Journal of Educational
Reform (IJER) is to keep readers up-to-date with worldwide
developments in education reform by providing scholarly
information and practical analysis from recognized
international authorities. As the only peer-reviewed scholarly
publication that combines authors’ voices without regard for
the political affiliations perspectives, or research
methodologies, IJER provides readers with a balanced view
of all sides of the political and educational mainstream. To
this end, IJER includes, but is not limited to, inquiry based
and opinion pieces on developments in such areas as policy,
administration, curriculum, instruction, law, and research.
IJER should thus be of interest to professional educators with
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decision-making roles and policymakers at all levels turn
since it provides a broad-based conversation between and
among policymakers, practitioners, and academicians about
reform goals, objectives, and methods for success throughout
the world. Readers can call on IJER to learn from an
international group of reform implementers by discovering
what they can do that has actually worked. IJER can also
help readers to understand the pitfalls of current reforms in
order to avoid making similar mistakes. Finally, it is the
mission of IJER to help readers to learn about key issues in
school reform from movers and shakers who help to study
and shape the power base directing educational reform in the
U.S. and the world.
A Tale of Two Cities (1859) is a historical novel by Charles
Dickens, set in London and Paris before and during the
French Revolution. The novel tells the story of the French
Doctor Manette, his 18-year-long imprisonment in the Bastille
in Paris and his release to live in London with his daughter
Lucie, whom he had never met. The story is set against the
conditions that led up to the French Revolution and the Reign
of Terror.

Five years in the writing by one of science fiction's most
honored authors, Doomsday Book is a storytelling
triumph. Connie Willis draws upon her understanding of
the universalities of human nature to explore the ageless
issues of evil, suffering and the indomitable will of the
human spirit. For Kivrin, preparing an on-site study of
one of the deadliest eras in humanity's history was as
simple as receiving inoculations against the diseases of
the fourteenth century and inventing an alibi for a woman
traveling alone. For her instructors in the twenty-first
century, it meant painstaking calculations and careful
monitoring of the rendezvous location where Kivrin would
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be received. But a crisis strangely linking past and future
strands Kivrin in a bygone age as her fellows try
desperately to rescue her. In a time of superstition and
fear, Kivrin—barely of age herself—finds she has become
an unlikely angel of hope during one of history's darkest
hours. Praise for Doomsday Book “A stunning novel that
encompasses both suffering and hope. . . . The best
work yet from one of science fiction’s best writers.”—The
Denver Post “Splendid work—brutal, gripping and
genuinely harrowing, the product of diligent research,
fine writing and well-honed instincts, that should appeal
far beyond the normal science-fiction
constituency.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “The
world of 1348 burns in the mind’s eye, and every
character alive that year is a fully recognized being. . . . It
becomes possible to feel . . . that Connie Willis did, in
fact, over the five years Doomsday Book took her to
write, open a window to another world, and that she saw
something there.”—The Washington Post Book World
Backpacker brings the outdoors straight to the reader's
doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go more places
and enjoy nature more often. The authority on active
adventure, Backpacker is the world's first GPS-enabled
magazine, and the only magazine whose editors
personally test the hiking trails, camping gear, and
survival tips they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice
Awards, an industry honor recognizing design, feature
and product innovation, has become the gold standard
against which all other outdoor-industry awards are
measured.
Robert Hart's forty-five year administration of China's
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customs service was a unique achievement. In these
letters Hart speaks to us directly from a time long past in
China, but a time that may seem only yesterday to a
Western reader. The result is a primary source for the
history of modem China and the era of foreign privilege
there. Bearing sole responsibility for the Chinese
Maritime Customs as its Inspector General, Hart built up
an international staff of thousands, facilitated foreign
trade, gave the late-Ch'ing court its principal new
revenues, and fostered China's modernity in
administration, schools, naval development, postal
service, and many other lines. Behind the scenes Hart
was also a diplomat who settled the Sino-French war,
changed Macao's status, got boundaries delimited with
Burma and India, and mitigated the disasters of
imperialism. His career at Peking, coinciding with that of
the Empress Dowager Tz'u-hsi, represented the
constructive side of the unequal treaty system and
Victorian Britain's informal empire in East Asia. The
publication of the great I.G.'s weekly or fortnightly letters
to his confidant and London commissioner, James
Duncan Campbell, gives us an intimate, inside view of
Hart's problems and methods. He appraises his
employers in China's foreign office, the Tsungli Yamen,
and comments pithily on the complex flow of events and
personalities. He quotes the Confucian Classic but, even
more, the Latin poets. His personal life is
revealed--standing long hours at his writing desk, finding
solace in the violin, keeping his own counsel, constantly
isolated by his responsibilities. Having no confidant in
Peking, he explains himself to his loyal agent in London.
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The Hart-Campbell letters, after five years' editing and
annotation and with an informed introduction by Hart's
final successor as foreign I.G., Mr. L. K. Little, thus take
their place as one of the great historical treasures that
bring a vanished era back to life.

Illuminating Social Life has enjoyed increasing
popularity with each edition. It is the only book
designed for undergraduate teaching that shows
today's students how classical and contemporary
social theories can be used to shed new light on
such topics as the internet, the world of work, fast
food restaurants, shopping malls, alcohol use, body
building, sales and service, and new religious
movements.A perfect complement for the
sociological theory course, it offers 13 original
essays by leading scholars in the field who are also
experienced undergraduate theory teachers.
Substantial introductions by the editor link the
applied essays to a complete review of the classical
and modern social theories used in the book.
This is an invaluable study guide and practice book
for learning basic Japanese kanji. Learning
Japanese Kanji Practice Book is intended for
beginning students, or experienced speakers who
need to practice their written Japanese. Kanji are an
essential part of the Japanese language and
together with kana (hiragana and katakana)
comprise written Japanese. This book presents the
kanji characters that are most commonly used. All
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the kanji and related vocabulary words in this book
are those that students are expected to know for
Level 5 of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test.
(JLPT). Characters that appear in the AP Japanese
Language and Culture Exam are flagged. Readings,
meanings, and common compounds are presented.
The correct method of writing each character is
clearly indicated and practice boxes with strokes that
can be traced are provided, along with empty boxes
for freehand writing practice. Lots of exercises are
included to give students the opportunity to practice
writing sentences containing the Kanji. Indexes at
the back allow you to look up the characters by their
readings and English meanings. This kanji book
includes: Step-by-step stroke order diagrams for
each character. Special boxes with grid lines to
practice writing characters. Extra printable practice
grids Words and phrases using each kanji.
Romanizations (romanji) to help identify and
pronounce every word.
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