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Napoleon A Life Paul Johnson
Marking the 200th anniversary of his death,
Napoleon is an unprecedented portrait of the
emperor told through his engagement with the
natural world. “How should one envisage this
subject? With a great pomp of words, or with
simplicity?” —Charlotte Brontë, “The Death of
Napoleon” The most celebrated general in history,
Napoleon Bonaparte (1769–1821) has for centuries
attracted eminent male writers. Since Thomas
Carlyle first christened him “our last Great Man,”
regiments of biographers have marched across the
same territory, weighing campaigns and conflicts,
military tactics and power politics. Yet in all this time,
no definitive portrait of Napoleon has endured, and a
mere handful of women have written his biography—a
fact that surely would have pleased him. With
Napoleon, Ruth Scurr, one of our most eloquent and
original historians, emphatically rejects the
shibboleth of the “Great Man” theory of history,
instead following the dramatic trajectory of
Napoleon’s life through gardens, parks, and forests.
As Scurr reveals, gardening was the first and last
love of Napoleon, offering him a retreat from the
manifold frustrations of war and politics. Gardens
were, at the same time, a mirror image to the
battlefields on which he fought, discrete settings in
which terrain and weather were as important as they
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were in combat, but for creative rather than
destructive purposes. Drawing on a wealth of
contemporary and historical scholarship, and taking
us from his early days at the military school in
Brienne-le-Château through his canny seizure of
power and eventual exile, Napoleon frames the
general’s story through the green spaces he
cultivated. Amid Corsican olive groves, ornate
menageries in Paris, and lone garden plots on the
island of Saint Helena, Scurr introduces a diverse
cast of scientists, architects, family members, and
gardeners, all of whom stood in the shadows of
Napoleon’s meteoric rise and fall. Building a
cumulative panorama, she offers indelible portraits of
Augustin Bon Joseph de Robespierre, the younger
brother of Maximilien Robespierre, who used his
position to advance Napoleon’s career; Marianne
Peusol, the fourteen-year-old girl manipulated into a
Christmas-Eve assassination attempt on Napoleon
that resulted in her death; and Emmanuel, comte de
Las Cases, the atlas maker to whom Napoleon
dictated his memoirs. As Scurr contends,
Napoleon’s dealings with these people offer unusual
and unguarded opportunities to see how he grafted a
new empire onto the remnants of the ancien régime
and the French Revolution. Epic in scale and
novelistic in its detail, Napoleon, with stunning
illustrations, is a work of revelatory range and depth,
revealing the contours of the general’s personality
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and power as no conventional biography can.
From New York Times bestselling author Paul
Johnson, “a very readable and entertaining
biography” (The Washington Post) about one of the
most important figures in modern European history:
Napoleon Bonaparte In an ideal pairing of author
and subject, the magisterial historian Paul Johnson
offers a vivid look at the life of the strategist, general,
and dictator who conquered much of Europe.
Following Napoleon from the barren island of
Corsica to his early training in Paris, from his
meteoric victories and military dictatorship to his
exile and death, Johnson examines the origins of his
ferocious ambition. In Napoleon's quest for power,
Johnson sees a realist unfettered by patriotism or
ideology. And he recognizes Bonaparte’s violent
legacy in the totalitarian regimes of the twentieth
century. Napoleon is a magnificent work that bears
witness to one individual's ability to work his will on
history.
The Renaissance holds an undying place in the
human imagination, and its great heroes remain our
own, from Michelangelo and Leonardo to Dante and
Montaigne. This period of profound evolution in
European thought is credited with transforming the
West from medieval to modern; reviving the city as
the center of human activity and the acme of
civilization; and, of course, producing the most
astonishing outpouring of artistic creation the world
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has ever known. Perhaps no era in history was more
revolutionary, and none has been more
romanticized. What was it? In The Renaissance, the
great historian Paul Johnson tackles that question
with the towering erudition and imaginative fire that
are his trademarks. Johnson begins by painting the
economic, technological, and social developments
that give the period its background. But, as Johnson
explains, "The Renaissance was primarily a human
event, propelled forward by a number of individuals
of outstanding talent, in some cases amounting to
genius." It is the human foreground that absorbs
most of the book's attention. "We can give all kinds
of satisfying explanations of why and when the
Renaissance occurred and how it transmitted itself,"
Johnson writes. "But there is no explaining Dante, no
explaining Chaucer. Genius suddenly comes to life,
and speaks out of a vacuum. Then it is silent, equally
mysteriously. The trends continue and intensify, but
genius is lacking." In the four parts that make up the
heart of the book--"The Renaissance in Literature
and Scholarship," "The Anatomy of Renaissance
Sculpture," "The Buildings of the Renaissance," and
"The Apostolic Successions of Renaissance
Painting"--Johnson chronicles the lives and works of
the age's animating spirits. Finally, he examines the
spread and decline of the Renaissance, and its
abiding legacy. A book of dazzling riches, The
Renaissance is a compact masterpiece of the
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historian's art.
A fresh and vigorous appreciation of the intellectual
liberation and artistic triumphs of the Italian
Renaissance. The development of the first
universities from the 12th century onwards, growing
wealth and patronage in certain cities, and above all
the invention of printing and cheap paper, provided
essential conditions for the Renaissance. And it was
in literature and scholarship that it began, in the
rebirth of classical culture that loosened the Church's
iron grip on visual art. Paul Johnson tells the story, in
turn, of Renaissance literature, sculpture, building
and painting. Despite the critical importance of
inventions outside Italy - printing in Germany and oil
painting in Holland - he locates the Renaissance
firmly in Italy and in Florence above all, between
1400 and 1560. There are memorable sketches of
the key figures - the frugal and shockingly original
Donatello, the awesome Michelangelo, the delicacy
of Giovanni Bellini. The final part of the book charts
the spread and decline of the Renaissance, as the
Catholic Church repositioned itself to counter the
Reformation which the Renaissance had itself
helped to produce.
From the esteemed British historian Paul Johnson, a
biography of Joseph Stalin, one of the "outstanding
monsters of history." The second book in the ICONS
series, edited by James Atlas.
A short and vivid biography, which deconstructs the
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Napoleonic myth and reveals the reality of his rule.
Written with great wit and panache, this biography
also has a serious purpose: to make us face up to
the moral bankruptcy of Napoleons dictatorship.
Johnson tells the whole story: his astonishing gift for
figures and calculation, his mastery of cannon; his
audacious, hyperactive and aggressive generalship
and his simple battle tactics; his complete control of
propaganda and the success of the cultural
presentation of the Empire; the Code Napoleon; his
failure as an international statesman, as Europe
grew to hate him; his marshals and ministers; his
wives, mistresses, personal style and working
methods; the British blockade and the Continental
System; the mistakes in Spain and Russia. The
escape from Elba, the events leading up to Waterloo
and the battle itself, which gets a full treatment, is
particularly riveting.
From the bestselling author and acclaimed historian,
a powerful portrayal of the life of Jesus Is Jesus
relevant to us today? Few figures have had such an
influence on history as Jesus of Nazareth. His
teachings have inspired discussion, arguments, even
war, and yet few have ever held forth as movingly on
the need for peace, forgiveness, and mercy. Paul
Johnson's brilliant reading offers readers a lively
biography of the man who inspired one of the world's
great religions and whose lessons still guide us in
current times. Johnson's magisterial and revered
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book A History of Christianity is a masterpiece of
historical writing on religion; and in his new book he
returns to focus on a central figure in one of the
world's dominant religions. Johnson's intelligent and
conversational style, as well as his ability to distill
complex subjects into succinct, highly readable
works, make this book the ideal match of a major
historian with a major subject. The result is an
accessible biography and an insightful analysis of
how Jesus is important in the present era.
Eminent historian Paul Johnson dazzles with a rich,
succinct portrait of Mozart and his music As he’s
done in Napoleon, Churchill, Jesus, and Darwin,
acclaimed historian and author Paul Johnson here
offers a concise, illuminating biography of Mozart.
Johnson’s focus is on the music—Mozart’s
wondrous output of composition and his uncanny gift
for instrumentation. Liszt once said that Mozart
composed more bars than a trained copyist could
write in a lifetime. Mozart’s gift and skill with
instruments was also remarkable as he mastered all
of them except the harp. For example, no sooner
had the clarinet been invented and introduced than
Mozart began playing and composing for it. In
addition to his many insights into Mozart’s music,
Johnson also challenges the many myths that have
followed Mozart, including those about the
composer’s health, wealth, religion, and
relationships. Always engaging, Johnson offers
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readers and music lovers a superb examination of
Mozart and his glorious music, which is still
performed every day in concert halls and opera
houses around the world.
By far the most important figure in the history of the
United States, George Washington liberated the thirteen
colonies from the superior forces of the British Empire
against all military odds, and presided over the
production and ratification of a constitution that (suitably
amended) has lasted for more than two hundred years.
Yet today Washington remains a distant figure to many
Americans—a failing that acclaimed author Paul Johnson
sets out to rectify with this brilliantly vivid, sharply etched
portrait of the great hero as a young warrior, masterly
commander in chief, patient lawmaker, and exceptionally
wise president.
This book is suitable for children age 9 and above.
Napoleon Bonaparte was the first emperor of France. He
was a very successful military general and he led his
army into many victorious battles. This is the story of
how a lawyer's son rose to become a powerful emperor.
From Alan Forrest, a preeminent British scholar, comes
an exceedingly readable account of the man and his
legend On a cold December day in 1840 Parisians
turned out in force to watch as the body of Napoleon was
solemnly carried on a riverboat from Courbevoie on its
final journey to the Invalides. The return of their longdead emperor's corpse from the island of St. Helena was
a moment that Paris had eagerly awaited, though many
feared that the memories stirred would serve to further
destabilize a country that had struggled for order and
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direction since he had been sent into exile. In this book
Alan Forrest tells the remarkable story of how the son of
a Corsican attorney became the most powerful man in
Europe, a man whose charisma and legacy endured
after his lonely death many thousands of miles from the
country whose fate had become so entwined with his
own. Along the way, Forrest also cuts away the many
layers of myth and counter myth that have grown up
around Napoleon, a man who mixed history and legend
promiscuously. Drawing on original research and his own
distinguished background in French history, Forrest
demonstrates that Napoleon was as much a product of
his times as their creator.
The true operatic tragedy of Maximilian and Carlota, the
European aristocrats who stumbled into colonial power in
Mexico—and faced bloody consequences. In the 1860s,
Napoleon III, intent on curbing the rise of American
imperialism, persuaded a young Austrian archduke and a
Belgian princess to leave Europe and become the
emperor and empress of Mexico. They and their
entourage arrived in a Mexico ruled by terror, where
revolutionary fervor was barely suppressed by French
troops. When the United States, now clear of its own
Civil War, aided the rebels in pushing back Maximilian’s
imperial soldiers, the French army withdrew, abandoning
the young couple. The regime fell apart. Maximilian was
executed by a firing squad and Carlota, secluded in a
Belgian castle, descended into madness. Assiduously
researched and vividly told, The Last Emperor of Mexico
is a dramatic story of European hubris, imperialist
aspirations clashing with revolutionary fervor, and the
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Old World breaking from the New.
The author of the masterly volumes Intellectuals,
Creators, and Heroes returns with a collection of
biographical portraits of the greatest humorists and wits
in history. In Intellectuals, Paul Johnson offered a
fascinating portrait of the minds that have shaped the
modern world. In Creators, he examined a host of
outstanding and prolific creative spirits. And in Heroes,
he brought together a galaxy of commanding figures
from the annals of Western history. Now Johnson turns
his impressive intellect and piercing insight to the finest
wits of the Western world. His is a selective survey
across history and includes a diverse cast of legendary
humorists who got a grand kick out of life, including
Benjamin Franklin and the Marx Brothers, Charles
Dickens and Damon Runyon, W. C. Fields and Samuel
Johnson, William Hogarth and James Thurber. Including
darkest humor, broad satire, bawdy wit, biting sarcasm,
and more, this entertaining and erudite collection
showcases some of our sharpest minds reflecting on the
human condition's follies, pretensions, and foibles with
that greatest of gifts: humor.
On the occasion of Mozart's two hundred and fiftieth
birthday, read Maynard Solomon's Mozart: A Life,
universally hailed as the Mozart biography of our time.
A leading historian and bestselling author re-creates the
growth, decline, and legacy of 3,000 Years of Egyptian
civilization with an authoritative text splendidly illustrated
with 150 illustrations in full color. Ancient Egypt, with its
legacy of pyramids, pharaohs and sphinxes, is a land of
power and mystery to the modern world. In The
Page 10/27

File Type PDF Napoleon A Life Paul Johnson
Civilization of Ancient Egypt Paul Johnson explores the
growth and decline of a culture that survived for 3,000
years and maintained a purity of style that rivals all
others. Johnson's study looks in detail at the state,
religion, culture and geographical setting and how they
combined in this unusually enduring civilization. From the
beginning of Egyptian culture to the rediscovery of the
pharaohs, the book covers the totalitarian theocracy, the
empire of the Nile, the structure of dynastic Egypt, the
dynastic way of death, hieroglyphs, the anatomy of
perspective art and, finally, the decline and fall of the
pharaohs, Johnson seeks, through an exciting
combination of images and analysis, to discover the
causes behind the collapse of this, great civilization while
celebrating the extra-ordinary legacy it has left behind.
Paul Johnson on Ancient Egypt and the Egyptians
"Egypt was not only the first state, it was the first
country.... The durability of the state which thus evolved
was ensured by the overwhelming simplicity and power
of its central institution, the theocratic monarchy." "The
Egyptians did not share the Babylonian passion for
astrology, but they used the stars as one of many guides
to behavior. No Egyptian believed in a free exercise of
will in important decisions: he always looked for an omen
or a prophecy or an oracle." "The development of
hieroglyphics mirrors and epitomizes the history of
Egyptian civilization. . . . No one outside Egypt
understood it and even within Egypt it was the exclusive
working tool of the ruling and priestly classes. The great
mass of Egyptians were condemned to illiteracy by the
complexities (and also the beauties) of the Egyptian
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written language." "The affection the Egyptians were not.
ashamed to display towards their children was related to
the high status women enjoyed in Egyptian society." "If
we can understand Egyptian art we can go a long way
towards grasping the very spirit and outlook on life, of
this gifted people, so remote in time. The dynamic of
their civilization seems to have been a passionate love of
order (maat to them), by which they sought to give to
human activities and creations the same regularity as
their landscape, their great river, their sun-cycle and their
immutable seasons."
First published in 1976, Paul Johnson’s exceptional
study of Christianity has been loved and widely hailed for
its intensive research, writing, and magnitude—“a tour de
force, one of the most ambitious surveys of the history of
Christianity ever attempted and perhaps the most
radical” (New York Review of Books). In a highly
readable companion to books on faith and history, the
scholar and author Johnson has illuminated the Christian
world and its fascinating history in a way that no other
has. Johnson takes off in the year AD 49 with his
namesake the apostle Paul. Thus beginning an
ambitious quest to paint the centuries since the founding
of a little-known ‘Jesus Sect’, A History of Christianity
explores to a great degree the evolution of the Western
world. With an unbiased and overall optimistic tone,
Johnson traces the fantastic scope of the consequent
sects of Christianity and the people who followed them.
Information drawn from extensive and varied sources
from around the world makes this history as credible as it
is reliable. Invaluable understanding of the framework of
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modern Christianity—and its trials and tribulations
throughout history—has never before been contained in
such a captivating work.

"What did Napoleon Bonaparte mean to the British
people? This engaging book reconstructs the role
that the French leader played in the British political,
cultural and religious imagination in the early
nineteenth century. Denounced by many as a tyrant
or monster, Napoleon nevertheless had
sympathizers in Britain. Stuart Semmel explores the
ways in which the British used Napoleon to think
about their own history, identity, and destiny." "Many
attacked Napoleon, but worried that the British
national character might not be adequate for the task
of defeating him. Others - radicals and reformers used the Napoleonic example to criticize the British
constitution. After his surrender to British forces, the
imperial captive was portrayed by some as an
Everyman whose treatment at the hands of
authorities served as a test of the liberties of the
British people themselves. Semmel mines a wide
array of sources, from political pamphlets and
astrological almanacs to caricatures and sonnets.
The book uncovers a host of neglected journalists
and pamphleteers, casts canonical Romantic writers
in a new light and reveals surprising corners of late
Hanoverian politics and culture."--BOOK JACKET.
A fascinating portrait of the minds that have shaped
the modern world. In an intriguing series of case
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studies, Rousseau, Shelley, Marx, Ibsen, Tolstoy,
Hemingway, Bertrand Russell, Brecht, Sartre,
Edmund Wilson, Victor Gollancz, Lillian Hellman,
Cyril Connolly, Norman Mailer, James Baldwin,
Kenneth Tynan, and Noam Chomsky, among others,
are revealed as intellectuals both brilliant and
contradictory, magnetic and dangerous.
From the “most celebrated and best-loved British
historian in America” (Wall Street Journal), an
elegant, concise, and revealing portrait of Winston
Churchill In Churchill, eminent historian Paul
Johnson offers a lively, succinct exploration of one of
the most complex and fascinating personalities in
history. Winston Churchill's hold on contemporary
readers has never slackened, and Johnson’s
analysis casts new light on his extraordinary life and
times. Johnson illuminates the various phases of
Churchill's career—from his adventures as a young
cavalry officer in the service of the empire to his role
as an elder statesman prophesying the advent of the
Cold War—and shows how Churchill's immense
adaptability and innate pugnacity made him a
formidable leader for the better part of a century.
Johnson's narration of Churchill's many triumphs and
setbacks, rich with anecdote and quotation,
illustrates the man's humor, resilience, courage, and
eccentricity as no other biography before, and is
sure to appeal to historians and general nonfiction
readers alike.
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Fiona MacCarthy makes a breakthrough in
interpreting Byron's life and poetry drawing on John
Murray's world-famous archive. She brings a fresh
eye to his early years: his childhood in Scotland,
embattled relations with his mother, the effect of his
deformed foot on his development. She traces his
early travels in the Mediterranean and the East,
throwing light on his relationships with adolescent
boys - a hidden subject in earlier biographies. While
paying due attention to the compelling tragicomedy
of Byron's marriage, his incestuous love for his halfsister Augusta and the clamorous attention of his
female fans, she gives a new importance to his close
male friendships, in particular that with his publisher
John Murray. She tells the full story of their famous
disagreement, ending as a rift between them as
Byron's poetry became more recklessly
controversial. Byron was a celebrity in his own
lifetime, becoming a 'superstar' in 1812, after the
publication of Childe Harold. The Byron legend grew
to unprecedented proportions after his death in the
Greek War of Independence at the age of thirty-six.
The problem for a biographer is sifting the truth from
the sentimental, the self-serving and the spurious.
Fiona MacCarthy has overcome this to produce an
immaculately researched biography, which is also
her refreshing personal view.
In 1787, the beautiful Lucia is married off to Alvise
Mocenigo, scion of one of the most powerful
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Venetian families. But their life as a golden couple
will be suddenly transformed when Venice falls to
Bonaparte. We witness Lucia's painful series of
miscarriages and the pressure on her to produce an
heir; her impassioned affair with an Austrian officer;
the glamour and strain of her career as a hostess in
Vienna; and her amazing firsthand account of the
defeat of Napoleon in 1814. With his brave and
articulate heroine, Andrea di Robilant has once
again reached across the centuries, and deep into
his own past, to bring history to rich and vivid life on
the page.
A classic study of fifteen crucial years in the
formation of the modern world The Birth of the
Modern has established itself as a new kind of
historical work - an examination of the way the
matrix of the modern world was formed. Paul
Johnson, one of today's most popular historians,
takes fifteen critical years and subjects them to a
fascinatingly detailed analysis: their geopolitics and
politics, their cultural and intellectual life, their
technology and science. He investigates every area
of life, in every corner of the world. And he makes of
this huge variety of elements a coherent narrative,
told through the lives and actual words of the age's
people - outstanding and ordinary - so that the
reader feels he was there.
A comparison of nine leaders who led their nations
through the greatest wars the world has ever seen
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and whose unique strengths—and
weaknesses—shaped the course of human history,
from the bestselling, award-winning author of
Churchill, Napoleon, and The Last King of America
“Has the enjoyable feel of a lively dinner table
conversation with an opinionated guest.” —The New
York Times Book Review Taking us from the French
Revolution to the Cold War, Andrew Roberts
presents a bracingly honest and deeply insightful
look at nine major figures in modern history:
Napoleon Bonaparte, Horatio Nelson, Winston
Churchill, Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, George C.
Marshall, Charles de Gaulle, Dwight D. Eisenhower,
and Margaret Thatcher. Each of these leaders
fundamentally shaped the outcome of the war in
which their nation was embroiled. Is war leadership
unique, or did these leaders have something in
common, traits and techniques that transcend time
and place and can be applied to the essential nature
of conflict? Meticulously researched and
compellingly written, Leadership in War presents
readers with fresh, complex portraits of leaders who
approached war with different tactics and weapons,
but with the common goal of success in the face of
battle. Both inspiring and cautionary, these portraits
offer important lessons on leadership in times of
struggle, unease, and discord. With his trademark
verve and incisive observation, Roberts reveals the
qualities that doom even the most promising leaders
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to failure, as well as the traits that lead to victory.
This sophisticated and masterful biography, written
by a respected French history scholar who has
taught courses on Napoleon at the University of
Paris, brings new and remarkable analysis to the
study of modern history's most famous general and
statesman. Since boyhood, Steven Englund has
been fascinated by the unique force, personality, and
political significance of Napoleon Bonaparte, who, in
only a decade and a half, changed the face of
Europe forever. In Napoleon: A Political Life,
Englund harnesses his early passion and intellectual
expertise to create a rich and full interpretation of a
brilliant but flawed leader. Napoleon believed that
war was a means to an end, not the end itself. With
this in mind, Steven Englund focuses on the political,
rather than the military or personal, aspects of
Napoleon's notorious and celebrated life. Doing so
permits him to arrive at some original conclusions.
For example, where most biographers see this
subject as a Corsican patriot who at first detested
France, Englund sees a young officer deeply
committed to a political event, idea, and opportunity
(the French Revolution) -- not to any specific
nationality. Indeed, Englund dissects carefully the
political use Napoleon made, both as First Consul
and as Emperor of the French, of patriotism, or
"nation-talk." As Englund charts Napoleon's dramatic
rise and fall -- from his Corsican boyhood, his French
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education, his astonishing military victories and no
less astonishing acts of reform as First Consul
(1799-1804) to his controversial record as Emperor
and, finally, to his exile and death -- he is at
particular pains to explore the unprecedented power
Napoleon maintained over the popular imagination.
Alone among recent biographers, Englund includes
a chapter that analyzes the Napoleonic legend over
the course of the past two centuries, down to the
present-day French Republic, which has its own
profound ambivalences toward this man whom it is
afraid to recognize yet cannot avoid. Napoleon: A
Political Life presents new consideration of
Napoleon's adolescent and adult writings, as well as
a convincing argument against the recent theory that
the Emperor was poisoned at St. Helena. The book
also offers an explanation of Napoleon's role as
father of the "modern" in politics. What finally
emerges from these pages is a vivid and
sympathetic portrait that combines youthful
enthusiasm and mature scholarly reflection. The
result is already regarded by experts as the
Napoleonic bicentennial's first major interpretation of
this perennial subject.
The classic book on the development of human
language by the world’s leading expert on language and
the mind. In this classic, the world's expert on language
and mind lucidly explains everything you always wanted
to know about language: how it works, how children
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learn it, how it changes, how the brain computes it, and
how it evolved. With deft use of examples of humor and
wordplay, Steven Pinker weaves our vast knowledge of
language into a compelling story: language is a human
instinct, wired into our brains by evolution. The Language
Instinct received the William James Book Prize from the
American Psychological Association and the Public
Interest Award from the Linguistics Society of America.
This edition includes an update on advances in the
science of language since The Language Instinct was
first published.
A rich and varied collection of essays. Pugnacious and
savage, eloquent and unpredictable, Paul Johnson sets
out to entertain and to inform and to shake the
complacency of his readers. These essays selected from
the best of his weekly pieces in The Spectator over the
last five years, range widely. All his essays are liberally
peppered with his astonishing knowledge of the
highways and byways of the last thousand years of
English history.
In Art: A New History, Paul Johnson turns his great gifts
as a world historian to a subject that has enthralled him
all his life: the history of art. This narrative account, from
the earliest cave paintings up to the present day, has
new things to say about almost every period of art.
Taking account of changing scholarship and shifting
opinions, he draws our attention to a number of
neglected artists and styles, especially in Scandinavia,
Germany, Russia and the Americas. Paul Johnson puts
the creative originality of the individual at the heart of his
story. He pays particular attention to key periods: the
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emergence of the artistic personality in the Renaissance,
the new realism of the early seventeenth century, the
discovery of landscape painting as a separate art form,
and the rise of ideological art. He notes the division of
'fashion art' and fine art at the beginning of the twentieth
century, and how it has now widened. Though
challenging and controversial, Paul Johnson is not
primarily a revisionist. He is a passionate lover of beauty
who finds creativity in many places. With 300 colour
illustrations, this book is vivid, evocative and immensely
readable, whether the author is describing the beauty of
Egyptian low-relief carving or the medieval cathedrals of
Europe, the watercolours of Thomas Girtin or the utility of
Roman bridges ('the best bridges in history'), the genius
of Andrew Wyeth or the tranquility of the Great Mosque
at Damascus, the paintings of Ilya Repin or a carpetpage from the Lindisfarne Gospels. The warmth and
enthusiasm of Paul Johnson's descriptions will send
readers hurrying off to see these wonders for
themselves.
This is a celebratory history of the Papacy, spanning
2000 years and tracing its development and
achievements from the Dark and Middle Ages, through
the Renaissance and Reformation to the modern age.
The chronological structure allows for easy reference.
A “riveting” (The Wall Street Journal) biography of one
of the most influential and controversial scientists in
Western history Acclaimed historian and biographer Paul
Johnson turns his keen eye on Charles Darwin, the
towering figure whose work continues to spur scientific
debate. With his publication of On the Origin of Species,
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Darwin forever changed our concept of the world. While
Johnson praises Darwin’s extraordinary skills as a
natural scientist and his monumental achievements, he
does not sidestep Darwin’s tragic failures as an
anthropologist. Johnson argues that by applying his
theory of natural selection to humans, Darwin provided a
platform for the burgeoning eugenics movement. Lay
readers and academics alike will enjoy this concise and
unflinching exploration of Charles Darwin, a genius
whose discoveries—even the flawed ones—add significant
dimension to our understanding of his mind, the era in
which he lived, and his everlasting impact on our world.
“Spectacular . . . A delight to read.” —The Wall Street
Journal From bestselling biographer and historian Paul
Johnson, a brilliant portrait of Socrates, the founding
father of philosophy In his highly acclaimed style,
historian Paul Johnson masterfully disentangles
centuries of scarce sources to offer a riveting account of
Socrates, who is often hailed as the most important
thinker of all time. Johnson provides a compelling picture
of Athens in the fifth century BCE, and of the people
Socrates reciprocally delighted in, as well as many
enlightening and intimate analyses of specific aspects of
his personality. Enchantingly portraying "the sheer power
of Socrates's mind, and its unique combination of steel,
subtlety, and frivolity," Paul Johnson captures the vast
and intriguing life of a man who did nothing less than
supply the basic apparatus of the human mind.
June 18, 1815, was one of the most momentous days in
world history, marking the end of twenty-two years of
French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. On the
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bloody battlefield of Waterloo, the Emperor Napoleon
and his hastily formed legions clashed with the AngloAllied armies led by the Duke of Wellington -- the only
time the two greatest military strategists of their age
faced each other in combat. With precision and
elegance, Andrew Roberts sets the political, strategic,
and historical scene, providing a breathtaking account of
each successive stage of the battle while also examining
new evidence that reveals exactly how Napoleon was
defeated. Illuminating, authoritative, and engrossing,
Waterloo is a masterful work of history.
"The creation of the United States of America is the
greatest of all human adventures," begins Paul Johnson.
"No other national story holds such tremendous lessons,
for the American people themselves and for the rest of
mankind." In his prize-winning classic, Johnson presents
an in-depth portrait of American history from the first
colonial settlements to the Clinton administration. This is
the story of the men and women who shaped and led the
nation and the ordinary people who collectively created
its unique character. Littered with letters, diaries, and
recorded conversations, it details the origins of their
struggles for independence and nationhood, their heroic
efforts and sacrifices to deal with the 'organic sin’ of
slavery and the preservation of the Union to its explosive
economic growth and emergence as a world power.
Johnson discusses contemporary topics such as the
politics of racism, education, the power of the press,
political correctness, the growth of litigation, and the
influence of women throughout history. He sees
Americans as a problem-solving people and the story of
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their country as "essentially one of difficulties being
overcome by intelligence and skill, by faith and strength
of purpose, by courage and persistence... Looking back
on its past, and forward to its future, the auguries are
that it will not disappoint humanity." Sometimes
controversial and always provocative, A HISTORY OF
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE is one author’s challenging
and unique interpretation of American history. Johnson’s
views of individuals, events, themes, and issues are
original, critical, and in the end admiring, for he is, above
all, a strong believer in the history and the destiny of the
American people.
Acclaimed historian Paul Johnson’s lively, succinct profile of
Dwight D. Eisenhower explores his life and enduring legacy In
the rousing style he’s famous for, Paul Johnson offers a
fascinating biography of Dwight D. Eisenhower, with particular
focus on his years as a five-star general and his two terms as
president of the United States. Johnson chronicles Ike’s
modest childhood in Kansas, his West Point education, and
his swift rise through the military ranks, culminating in his
appointment as Supreme Commander of the Allied forces
during World War II. Johnson then paints a rich portrait of
Eisenhower’s presidency, many elements of which speak to
American politics today: his ability to balance the budget, his
mastery in managing an oppositional Congress, and his
prescient warnings about the military-industrial complex. This
brief yet satisfying portrait will appeal to biography lovers as
well as enthusiasts of presidential and military history alike.
NapoleonA LifePenguin
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • Provocative and illuminating
essays from women at the forefront of the climate movement
who are harnessing truth, courage, and solutions to lead
humanity forward. “A powerful read that fills one with, dare I
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say . . . hope?”—The New York Times NAMED ONE OF THE
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SMITHSONIAN
MAGAZINE There is a renaissance blooming in the climate
movement: leadership that is more characteristically feminine
and more faithfully feminist, rooted in compassion,
connection, creativity, and collaboration. While it’s clear that
women and girls are vital voices and agents of change for this
planet, they are too often missing from the proverbial table.
More than a problem of bias, it’s a dynamic that sets us up
for failure. To change everything, we need everyone. All We
Can Save illuminates the expertise and insights of dozens of
diverse women leading on climate in the United
States—scientists, journalists, farmers, lawyers, teachers,
activists, innovators, wonks, and designers, across
generations, geographies, and race—and aims to advance a
more representative, nuanced, and solution-oriented public
conversation on the climate crisis. These women offer a
spectrum of ideas and insights for how we can rapidly,
radically reshape society. Intermixing essays with poetry and
art, this book is both a balm and a guide for knowing and
holding what has been done to the world, while bolstering our
resolve never to give up on one another or our collective
future. We must summon truth, courage, and solutions to turn
away from the brink and toward life-giving possibility. Curated
by two climate leaders, the book is a collection and
celebration of visionaries who are leading us on a path
toward all we can save. With essays and poems by: Emily
Atkin • Xiye Bastida • Ellen Bass • Colette Pichon Battle •
Jainey K. Bavishi • Janine Benyus • adrienne maree brown •
Régine Clément • Abigail Dillen • Camille T. Dungy • Rhiana
Gunn-Wright • Joy Harjo • Katharine Hayhoe • Mary Annaïse
Heglar • Jane Hirshfield • Mary Anne Hitt • Ailish Hopper •
Tara Houska, Zhaabowekwe • Emily N. Johnston • Joan
Naviyuk Kane • Naomi Klein • Kate Knuth • Ada Limón •
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Louise Maher-Johnson • Kate Marvel • Gina McCarthy •
Anne Haven McDonnell • Sarah Miller • Sherri Mitchell,
Weh’na Ha’mu Kwasset • Susanne C. Moser • Lynna Odel
• Sharon Olds • Mary Oliver • Kate Orff • Jacqui Patterson •
Leah Penniman • Catherine Pierce • Marge Piercy • Kendra
Pierre-Louis • Varshini • Prakash • Janisse Ray • Christine
E. Nieves Rodriguez • Favianna Rodriguez • Cameron
Russell • Ash Sanders • Judith D. Schwartz • Patricia Smith
• Emily Stengel • Sarah Stillman • Leah Cardamore Stokes •
Amanda Sturgeon • Maggie Thomas • Heather McTeer
Toney • Alexandria Villaseñor • Alice Walker • Amy
Westervelt • Jane Zelikova
The definitive biography of Napoleon, revealing the true man
behind the legend "What a novel my life has been!" Napoleon
once said of himself. Born into a poor family, the callow young
man was, by twenty-six, an army general. Seduced by an
older woman, his marriage transformed him into a galvanizing
military commander. The Pope crowned him as Emperor of
the French when he was only thirty-five. Within a few years,
he became the effective master of Europe, his power
unparalleled in modern history. His downfall was no less
dramatic. The story of Napoleon has been written many
times. In some versions, he is a military genius, in others a
war-obsessed tyrant. Here, historian Adam Zamoyski cuts
through the mythology and explains Napoleon against the
background of the European Enlightenment, and what he was
himself seeking to achieve. This most famous of men is also
the most hidden of men, and Zamoyski dives deeper than any
previous biographer to find him. Beautifully written, Napoleon
brilliantly sets the man in his European context.
Draws on current research to profile Napoleon as a military
leader, lover, and emperor, tracing his career from his
Corsican roots through the years of the French Revolution
and battle triumphs, and chronicling his coronation and
Page 26/27

File Type PDF Napoleon A Life Paul Johnson
eventual defeat and imprisonment. Reprint. 12,500 first
printing.
Originally published in 1983 and named one of the Best
Books of the Year by The New York Times, this bestselling
history is now revised and updated and includes a new final
chapter. A far-reaching and masterful work, it explores the
events, ideas, and personalities of the seven decades since
the First World War.
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