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During the Cold War, most international relations
theorists and strategic studies analysts paid little
attention to ethnic and other forms of communal
conflict. Disregard for the importance of ethnic and
nationality issues in world affairs, always misguided
so far as the developing world was concerned, has
been overtaken, in stunning fashion, by recent
events from Abkhazia to Zaire. The essays in this
volume advance our understanding of the causes of
ethnic and communal conflict, the regional and
international implications of such conflicts, and what
the international community can do to minimize the
potential for instability and violence. Drawn from
recent issues of Survival, they are organized along
thematic rather than regional lines, and will be
required reading for scholars, students, and
policymakers alike. The contributors to the volume
include Michael Brown on the causes and
implications of ethnic conflict, Anthony Smith on the
ethnic sources of nationalism, David Welsh on
domestic politics and ethnic conflict, Renée de
Nevers on democratization and ethnic conflict, and
Pierre Hassner on nationalism and internationalism.
Jack Snyder writes on nationalism and the crisis of
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the post-Soviet state, Barry Posen on the security
dilemma and ethnic conflict, Kathleen Newland on
ethnic conflict and refugees, Jenonne Walker on
international mediation of ethnic conflicts, and
Robert Cooper and Mats Berdal on outside
intervention in ethnic conflicts, Adam Roberts
discusses the U.N. and international security, and
John Chipman explores managing the politics of
parochialism.
1. The former Yugoslavia
Hong Kong’s ‘Umbrella Revolution’ has been
widely regarded as a watershed moment in the
polity’s post-1997 history. While public protest has
long been a routine part of Hong Kong’s political
culture, the preparedness of large numbers of
citizens to participate in civil disobedience
represented a new moment for Hong Kong society,
reflecting both a very high level of politicisation and a
deteriorating relationship with Beijing. The
transformative processes underpinning the dramatic
events of autumn 2014 have a wide relevance to
scholarly debates on Hong Kong, China and the
changing contours of world politics today. This book
provides an accessible entry point into the political
and social cleavages that underpinned, and were
expressed through, the Umbrella Movement. A key
focus is the societal context and issues that have led
to growth in a Hong Kong identity and how this
became highly politically charged during the
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Umbrella Movement. It is widely recognised that
political and ethnic identity has become a key
cleavage in Hong Kong society. But there is little
agreement amongst citizens about what it means to
‘be Hong Konger’ today or whether this identity is
compatible or conflicting with ‘being Chinese’. The
book locates these identity cleavages within their
historical context and uses a range of theories to
understand these processes, including theories of
nationalism, social identity, ethnic conflict, nativism
and cosmopolitanism. This theoretical plurality
allows the reader to see the new localism in its full
diversity and complexity and to reflect on the
evolving nature of Hong Kong’s relationship with
Mainland China.
The collapse of an empire can result in the division
of families and the redrawing of geographical
boundaries. New leaders promise the return of
people and territories that may have been lost in the
past, often advocating aggressive foreign policies
that can result in costly and devastating wars. The
final years of the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman
empires, the end of European colonization in Africa
and Asia, and the demise of the Soviet Union were
all accompanied by war and atrocity. These efforts to
reunite lost kin are known as irredentism—territorial
claims based on shared ethnic ties made by one
state to a minority population residing within another
state. For Kin or Country explores this phenomenon,
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investigating why the collapse of communism
prompted more violence in some instances and less
violence in others. Despite the tremendous political
and economic difficulties facing all former communist
states during their transition to a market democracy,
only Armenia, Croatia, and Serbia tried to upset
existing boundaries. Hungary, Romania, and Russia
practiced much more restraint. The authors examine
various explanations for the causes of irredentism
and for the pursuit of less antagonistic policies,
including the efforts by Western Europe to tame
Eastern Europe. Ultimately, the authors find that
internal forces drive irredentist policy even at the risk
of a country's self-destruction and that xenophobia
may have actually worked to stabilize many
postcommunist states in Eastern Europe. Events in
Russia and Eastern Europe in 2014 have again
brought irredentism into the headlines. In a new
Introduction, the authors address some of the events
and dynamics that have developed since the original
version of the book was published. By focusing on
how nationalist identity interact with the interests of
politicians, For Kin or Country explains why some
states engage in aggressive irredentism and when
others forgo those opportunities that is as relevant to
Russia and Ukraine in 2014 as it was for Serbia,
Croatia, and Armenia in the 1990s.
A definitive global survey of the interaction of
ethnicity, nationalism and politics, this handbook
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blends rigorous theoretically grounded analysis with
empirically rich illustrations to provide a state-of-theart overview of the contemporary debates on one of
the most pervasive international security challenges
today. Fully updated for the second edition, the book
includes a new section which offers detailed
analyses of contemporary cases of conflict such as
in Ukraine, Kosovo, the African Great Lakes region
and in the Kurdish areas across the Middle East,
thus providing accessible examples that bridge the
gap between theory and practice. The contributors
offer a 360-degree perspective on ethnic conflict:
from the theoretical foundations of nationalism and
ethnicity to the causes and consequences of ethnic
conflict, and to the various strategies adopted in
response to it. Without privileging any specific
explanation of why ethnic conflict happens at a
particular place and time or why attempts at
preventing or settling it might fail or succeed, The
Routledge Handbook of Ethnic Conflict enables
readers to gain a better insight into such defining
moments in post-Cold War international history as
the disintegration of the Soviet Union and
Yugoslavia, and their respective consequences, the
genocide in Rwanda, and the relative success of
conflict settlement efforts in Northern Ireland. By
contributing to understanding the varied and multiple
causes of ethnic conflicts and to learning from the
successes and failures of their prevention and
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settlement, the Handbook makes a powerful case
that ethnic conflicts are neither unavoidable nor
unresolvable, but rather that they require careful
analysis and thoughtful and measured responses.
Ethno-national conflict is one of the central issues of
modern politics. Despite the emergence of
approaches to managing it, from nation-building to
territorial autonomy, in recent years, the application
of these approaches has been uneven. Old conflicts
persist and new ones continually emerge. The
authors of this book contend that what is needed to
drive forward the theory and practice of ethnonational conflict management is a more nuanced
understanding of ethnicity and nationalism. The book
addresses this issue by linking theories of ethnicity
and nationalism to theories of conflict management.
Its contributors share a common goal of
demonstrating that a nuanced understanding of
ethnicity and nationalism can beneficially inform
conflict management in theory and practice. To do
so, they analyse both hot and cold conflict zones, as
well as cases that have been important in the
development of the most widely-used conflict
management models. The book is aimed at those
interested in the theory and practice of ethnonational conflict management as well as the study of
ethnicity and nationalism. It is well-suited for
undergraduate and advanced research students,
experts and policy-makers. This book was originally
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published as a special issue of Commonwealth and
Comparative Politics.
The completely updated edition of this
groundbreaking text provides students with a clear
analytical framework for understanding ethnic
conflicts and how they affect international relations.
This text surveys theories of nationalism and ethnic
conflict and tests their applicability to a number of
contemporary cases: the more confident nationalism
of Putin's Russia, the intensification of ethnic war in
Sri Lanka, and the struggle to change the face of
nationalism in the former Yugoslavia, to name just a
few. After a look at the sources of nationalist conflict
in a country, each case study then asks how the
international system reacted. Taken as a whole, the
book examines how successful the international
system has been in managing the many ethnic
conflicts that erupted after the Cold War. This
updated edition reflects all recent world events, as
well as the latest scholarship in the field.
In this text, Larry Diamond and Marc Plattner bring
together a group of contributors to examine the
tensions between new hopes for democratic reform
and the ancient rivalries that threaten to extinguish
them.
Roudometof explains the reasons why the Balkans
have been immersed in recurrent ethnic conflict. The
book illustrates the world-historical process of
globalization by providing an in-depth discussion and
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analysis of a specific regional case. It goes on to
explain the rise of nationalism in the region and why
this has led to chronic ethnic conflict.
This text provides a survey of the Soviet
management of the nationalities question. It traces
the conflicts and tensions created by the geographic
definition of national territories, the establishment of
several official national languages and the world's
first mass "affirmative action" programmes.
The book begins with an agenda-setting introduction
which will provide an overview of the central
question being addressed, such as the
circumstances associated with the move towards a
political settlement, the parameters of this settlement
and the factors that have assisted in bringing it
about. The remaining contributions will focus on a
range of cases selected for their diversity and their
capacity to highlight the full gamut of political
approaches to conflict resolution. The cases vary in:
the intensity of the conflict (from Belgium, where it is
potential rather than actual, to Sri Lanka, where it
has come to a recent violent conclusion); in the
geopolitical relationship between the competing
groups (from Cyprus, where they are sharply
segregated geographically, to Northern Ireland,
where they are intermingled); in the extent to which a
stable constitutional accommodation has been
reached (ranging from the Basque Country, with a
large range of unresolved problems, to South Africa,
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which has achieved a significant level of institutional
stability). This book ranges over the world’s major
geopolitical zones, including Asia, the Middle East,
Africa and Europe and will be of interest to
practitioners in the field of international security. This
book was published as a special issue of
Nationalism and Ethnic Politics.
This volume considers recent studies that move
beyond primordialism and its antithesis, social
constructivism, to search for new insights to
illuminate the nature of nationalism and its link to
war. The authors also explore the role of shared
interests, the history of peoples, elites and states,
political imperatives, propaganda, and psychological
predispositions. This combination provides a brillant,
new look at nationalism and war-one that delves
deeply into ethnic identity and the willingness of
people to fight and die for nation-states.
Valery Tishkov is a well-known Russian historian
and anthropologist, and former Minister of
Nationalities in Yeltsin's government. This book
draws on his inside knowledge of major events and
extensive primary research. Tishkov argues that
ethnicity has a multifaceted role: it is the most
accessible basis for political mobilization; a means of
controlling power and resources in a transforming
society; and therapy for the great trauma suffered by
individuals and groups under previous regimes. This
complexity helps explain the contradictory nature
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and outcomes of public ethnic policies based on a
doctrine of ethno-nationalism.
In the short period since the end of the Cold War,
Europeans have witnessed the rebirth of nationalism
as a harrowing threat to stability on the continent.
The collapse of Yugoslavia, the newly-won
independence of the Baltic states, the unification of
Germany, the bloody civil wars in Bosnia,and
Georgia, Chechnia's abortive attempt at
independence, and state-sanctioned xenophobia in
France all attest to the rapid expansion of nationalist
fervor in Europe.This provocative volume collects
essays by fourteen prominent European scholars
and journalists, in which they reflect on the meaning,
origins, and implications of the "new nationalism."
The authors--some of the best-known experts on
European politics and history, including Adam
Michnik, MaryKaldor, Dan Smith, Michael Ignatieff,
and Tomaz Mastnak--explore issues such as the role
of intellectuals, the impact of nationalism on
democracy, culture, and European identity, the
distinctions between eastern and western
nationalism, and the conflicts nationalism begets.
Charged with controversyand emotion, the essays
aim to offer fresh perspectives from thinkers with
diverse national origins and ideological backgrounds,
and suggest viable solutions. Europe's New
Nationalism is bound to spark debate about the
nature and consequences of this rejuvenated
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political doctrine.
Experts explore the sources of contemporary
terrorism, what terrorists want, and how the United
States and other countries should respond. Since
the attacks of September 11, 2001, scholars and
policy analysts in national security have turned their
attention to terrorism, considering not only how to
prevent future attacks but also the roots of the
problem. This book offers some of the latest
research in terrorism studies. The contributors
examine the sources of contemporary terrorism,
discussing the impact of globalization, the influence
of religious beliefs, and the increasing dissatisfaction
felt by the world's powerless. They consider the
strategies and motivations of terrorists, offering
contending perspectives on whether or not terrorists
can be said to achieve their goals; explore different
responses to the threat of terrorism, discussing such
topics as how the United States can work more
effectively with its allies; and contemplate the future
of al-Qaida, asking if its networked structure is an
asset or a liability. The essays in Contending with
Terrorism address some of the central topics in the
analysis of contemporary terrorism. They promise to
guide future policy and inspire further research into
one of most important security issues of the twentyfirst century. Contributors Max Abrahms, Daniel
Byman, Erica Chenoweth, Audrey Kurth Cronin,
Renée de Nevers, Mette Eilstrup-Sangiovanni, Hillel
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Frisch, Calvert Jones, Andrew Kydd, Sean M. LynnJones, Elizabeth McClellan, Nicholas Miller, Assaf
Moghadam, Michael Mousseau, Rysia Murphy,
William Rose, Paul Staniland, Robert Trager,
Barbara Walter, Dessislava Zagorcheva
Due to its primacy in explaining issues of war and
peace in the international arena, the discipline of
International Relations (IR) looms large in analyses
of and responses to ethnic conflict in academia,
politics and popular media – in particular with respect
to contemporary conflicts in the Middle East.
Grounded in constitutive theory, this book challenges
how ethnic/ethno-nationalist conflict is represented in
explanatory IR by deconstructing its most prominent
state-centric models, frameworks and analytical
concepts. As much a critique of contemporary
scholarship on Kurdish ethno-nationalism as a
detailed analysis of the most prominent Kurdish
ethno-nationalist actors, the book provides the first indepth investigation into the relations between the
PKK and the main Iraqi Kurdish political parties from
the 1980s to the present. It situates this inquiry
within the wider context of the ambiguous political
status of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, its relations
with Turkey, and the role Kurdish parties and
insurgencies play in the war against ISIS in Iraq and
Syria. Appreciating these complex dynamics and
how they are portrayed in Western scholarship is
essential for understanding current developments in
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the Iraqi and Syrian theatres of war, and for making
sense of discussions about a potential independent
Kurdish state to emerge in Iraq. Iraqi Kurdistan
provides a comprehensive and critical discussion of
the state-centric and essentialising epistemologies,
ontologies, and methodologies of the three main
paradigms of explanatory IR, as well as their
analytical models and frameworks on ethnic identity
and conflict in the Middle East and beyond. It will
therefore be a valuable resource for anyone studying
ethnicity and nationalism, International Relations or
Middle East Politics.
Ethnicity is one of the most salient and enduring topics of
social science, not least with regard to its potential link to
political conflict/violence. Despite, or perhaps because
of, the concept’s significant use, all too seldom has the
field paused to consider the state of our knowledge. For
example, how do we define and conceive of ethnicity
within the context of political conflict? What do we really
know about the causal determinants of ethnic conflict?
What has been the most useful development within this
literature, and why? This volume comprises reflections
from an international range of prominent political
scientists all engaged in the study of ethnicity and
conflict/violence. They attempt to synthesize what the
field does and does not know with regard to ethnic
conflict, as well as draw out the research directions for
the immediate future in unique and interesting ways. This
book was originally published as a special issue of the
journal Ethnopolitics.
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In them, Kolstø examines how the drivers behind ethnic
conflicts in the non-Russian republics were not only
struggles for collective identities but also more mundane
interests, such as competition for jobs and positions.
In the second volume, Anastasiou focuses on emergent
post-nationalist trends, their implications for peace, and
recent attempts to reach mutually acceptable
agreements between Greek and Turkish Cypriots. He
documents the transformation of Greece, Cyprus, and
Turkey within the context of Europeanization and
globalization. While leaders of both communities have
failed to resolve the conflict, Anastasiou argues that the
accession of Cyprus into the European Union has
created a structure and process that promises a
multiethnic, democratic Cyprus. With great depth and
balance, The Broken Olive Branch presents a fresh
analysis of the Cyprus conflict and new insights on the
influence of nationalism.
An exploration of religious and ethnic conflict in a
complex and often misunderstood part of the world.
Why does ethnic conflict remain one of the major
security challenges in today's world? Can we avoid
another Rwanda in the future? How was it possible to
prevent a significant escalation of violence in Macedonia
with predominantly diplomatic means, while in
neighbouring Kosovo a NATO air campaign was required
to stop massive ethnic cleansing? These and other
questions are the focus of this book. Investigating the
causes and consequences of ethnic conflict, the authors
argue that the most effective responses are those that
take into account factors at the local, state, regional and
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global level and that avoid seeking simplistic
explanations and solutions to what is a truly complex
phenomenon.
Understanding the roots and causes of ethnic animosity;
analyses of recent events in Bosnia, Kosovo, Rwanda,
Somalia, and the former Soviet Union. Most recent wars
have been complex and bloody internal conflicts driven
to a significant degree by nationalism and ethnic
animosity. Since the end of the Cold War, dozens of
wars—in Bosnia, Kosovo, Rwanda, Somalia, the former
Soviet Union, and elsewhere—have killed or displaced
millions of people. Understanding and controlling these
wars has become one of the most important and
frustrating tasks for scholars and political leaders.This
revised and expanded edition of Nationalism and Ethnic
Conflict contains essays from some of the world's
leading analysts of nationalism, ethnic conflict, and
internal war. The essays from the first edition have been
updated and supplemented by analyses of recent
conflicts and new research on the resolution of ethnic
and civil wars. The first part of the book addresses the
roots of nationalistic and ethnic wars, focusing in
particular on the former Yugoslavia. The second part
assesses options for international action, including the
use of force and the deployment of peacekeeping troops.
The third part examines political challenges that often
complicate attempts to prevent or end internal conflicts,
including refugee flows and the special difficulties of
resolving civil wars.
Understanding Ethnic Conflict provides all the key
concepts needed to understand conflict among ethnic
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groups. Including approaches from both comparative
politics and international relations, this text offers a
model of ethnic conflict's internationalization by showing
how domestic and international actors influence a
country's ethnic and sectarian divisions. Illustrating this
model in five original case studies, the unique
combination of theory and application in Understanding
Ethnic Conflict facilitates more critical analysis of
contemporary ethnic conflicts and the world's response
to them.
This book argues that political and economic inequalities
following group lines generate grievances that in turn can
motivate civil war. Lars-Erik Cederman, Kristian Skrede
Gleditsch, and Halvard Buhaug offer a theoretical
approach that highlights ethnonationalism and how the
relationship between group identities and inequalities are
fundamental for successful mobilization to resort to
violence. Although previous research highlighted
grievances as a key motivation for political violence,
contemporary research on civil war has largely
dismissed grievances as irrelevant, emphasizing instead
the role of opportunities. This book shows that the
alleged non-results for grievances in previous research
stemmed primarily from atheoretical measures, typically
based on individual data. The authors develop new
indicators of political and economic exclusion at the
group level, and show that these exert strong effects on
the risk of civil war. They provide new analyses of the
effects of transnational ethnic links and the duration of
civil wars, and extended case discussions illustrating
causal mechanisms.
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Essential reading for anyone interested in problems
associated with ethnicity and nationalism - it offers a
guide to understanding the ethnonational forces that
underpin much of recent terrorist activity.
"Why did the nation-state emerge and proliferate across
the globe? How is this process related to the wars fought
in the modern era? This book offers a new perspective
on these issues. Analyzing datasets that cover the entire
world over long stretches oftime, Andreas Wimmer
shows that political power and legitimacy are central to
our understanding of nation building, ethnic politics and
the violent conflicts associated with both. He argues that
shifting from dynastic or imperial legitimacy to rule in the
name of a nationally defined people was both the
consequence and the cause of wars between and within
states. Once the 'like over like' principle was established,
the ethno-political inequality that characterized nationstates with weak institutional capacity led to further
ethnic conflict. Waves of War demonstrates why
nationalism and ethnic politics are crucial for a proper
understanding of world and domestic politics over the
past 200 years"-New approaches to understanding war and peace in the
changing international system. What causes war? How
can wars be prevented? Scholars and policymakers
have sought the answers to these questions for
centuries. Although wars continue to occur, recent
scholarship has made progress toward developing more
sophisticated and perhaps more useful theories on the
causes and prevention of war. This volume includes
essays by leading scholars on contemporary approaches
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to understanding war and peace. The essays include
expositions, analyses, and critiques of some of the more
prominent and enduring explanations of war. Several
authors discuss realist theories of war, which focus on
the distribution of power and the potential for offensive
war. Others examine the prominent hypothesis that the
spread of democracy will usher in an era of peace. In
light of the apparent increase in nationalism and ethnic
conflict, several authors present hypotheses on how
nationalism causes war and how such wars can be
controlled. Contributors also engage in a vigorous
debate on whether international institutions can promote
peace. In a section on war and peace in the changing
international system, several authors consider whether
rising levels of international economic independence and
environmental scarcity will influence the likelihood of war.
Violence and war have raged between Zionists and
Palestinians for over a century, ever since Zionists, trying
to establish a nation-state in Palestine, were forced to
confront the fact that the country was already populated.
Covering every conflict in Israel’s history, War over
Peace reveals that Israeli nationalism was born ethnic
and militaristic and has embraced these characteristics
to this day. In his sweeping and original synthesis, Uri
Ben-Eliezer shows that this militaristic nationalism
systematically drives Israel to find military solutions for its
national problems, based on the idea that the homeland
is sacred and the territory is indivisible. When Israelis
opposed to this ideology brought about change during a
period that led to the Oslo Accords in the 1990s, cultural
and political forces, reinforced by religious and messianic
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elements, prevented the implementation of the
agreements, which brought violence back in the form of
new wars. War over Peace is essential reading for
anyone who wants to understand the role of ethnic
nationalism and militarism in Israel as well as throughout
the world.
This book directly challenges the stereotype that women
are inherently peaceable by examining female
combatants’ involvement in ethno-national conflicts.
Drawing upon empirical case studies of Sri Lanka and
Northern Ireland, this study explores the ways in which
women have traditionally been depicted. Whereas
women have predominantly been seen as victims of
conflict, this book acknowledges the reality of women as
active combatants. Indeed, female soldiers/irregulars are
features of most modern conflicts, and particularly in
ethno-nationalist violence – until now largely ignored by
mainstream scholarship. Original interview material from
the author’s extensive fieldwork addresses why, and
how, some women choose to become violently engaged
in nationalist conflicts. It also highlights the personal /
political costs and benefits incurred by such women. This
book provides a valuable insight into female combatants,
and is a significant contribution to the literature. This
book will be of great interest to students of political
violence, ethnic conflict, gender studies and international
relations in general.
This work offers an explanation of why nationalism, with
all its excesses, is largely confined to modern history,
why it is supported by specific forms of inequality
between cultural groups, and why it is inclusive at some
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times and exclusive at others.
Andreas Wimmer argues that nationalist and ethnic
politics have shaped modern societies to a far greater
extent than has been acknowledged by social scientists.
The modern state governs in the name of a people
defined in ethnic and national terms. Democratic
participation, equality before the law and protection from
arbitrary violence were offered only to the ethnic group in
a privileged relationship with the emerging nation-state.
Depending on circumstances, the dynamics of exclusion
took on different forms. Where nation building was
'successful', immigrants and 'ethnic minorities' are
excluded from full participation; they risk being targets of
xenophobia and racism. In weaker states, political
closure proceeded along ethnic, rather than national
lines and leads to corresponding forms of conflict and
violence. In chapters on Mexico, Iraq and Switzerland,
Wimmer provides extended case studies that support
and contextualise this argument.
By critically addressing the tension between nationalism
and human rights that is presumed in much of the
existing literature, the essays in this volume confront the
question of how we should construe human rights: as a
normative challenge to the excesses of modernity,
particularly those associated with the modern nationstate, or as an adjunct of globalization, with its attendant
goal of constructing a universal civilization based on
neoliberal economic principles and individual liberty.
Publisher Description
'This is probably the only work that deals with the entire
spectrum of South Asian ethnicity and its dynamic role in
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regional politics. A decade and a half later after the first
edition was published, the work has become even more
relevant because ethnic divisions have become sharper all
across the region. This updated second edition is thus
welcome' - Rajeswari Pillai Rajagopalan, Contemporary
South Asia First published in 1989, this widely hailed core text
of the dynamics of ethnic identities and movements in the
South Asian region is perhaps even more relevant today, as
the region faces a resurgence of ethno-nationalist sentiments
and the outbreak of new ethnic conflict. Among the features
of this thoroughly revised edition are: - it provides a critical
appraisal of various theoretical approaches to the study of
ethnicity and nation-building - delineates the ethnic
composition of the South Asian Region - examines the
specific state structures of the countries studied: India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan and the
Maldives - discusses various ethnic movements in these
countries - covers the most recent developments in the region
Only through a careful class analysis of these forces and their
ideological edicts will we be able to clearly understand the
nature of nationalism and ethnic strife around the
world."--Jacket.
Once sidelined from public memory, World War II is now a
historical touchstone in China. Rana Mitter links
reassessment of the war to China's rising nationalism. At
home, Chinese use the war to shape conflicted identities;
abroad the war with Japan is now treated as a Chinese
victory, a founding myth for a people destined to shape the
global order.
As ethnic groups clash, the international community faces the
challenge of understanding the multiple causes of violence
and formulating solutions that will bring about peace. Allowing
for greater insight, Jesse and Williams bridge two sub-fields
of political science in Ethnic Conflict—international relations
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and comparative politics. They systematically apply a “levels
of analysis” framework, looking at the individual, domestic,
and international contexts to better explore and understand
its complexity. Five case study chapters apply the book’s
framework to disputes around the world and include coverage
of Bosnia, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Northern Ireland, Sri
Lanka, and Sudan. Never losing sight of their analytical
framework, the authors provide richly detailed case studies
that help students understand both the unique and shared
causes of each conflict. Students will appreciate the book’s
logical presentation and excellent pedagogical features
including detailed maps that show political, demographic, and
cultural data.
Many new democracies are characterized by majority
dominance and ethnocentrism. Varying paths or transitions
toward democracy create very different outcomes for how
ethnic identities, communities and politics are recognized.
This book illustrates the varied consequences of
democratization, from ethnic violence, new forms of
accommodation to improve minorities’ status, or sometimes
only minor improvements to life for ethnic minorities. The
book treads a nuanced path between conflicting myths of
democratization, illustrating that there are a variety of
outcomes ranging from violence or stability, to the extension
of rights, representation, and new resources for ethnic
minorities. Contributors discuss the complex mechanisms that
determine the impact of democratization of ethnic minorities
through five factors; inherited legacies from the pre-transition
period, institutional configurations, elite strategies, societal
organization and international influences. Global in scope,
this book features a broad range of case studies, both
country specific and regional, including chapters on Nigeria,
Kenya, Turkey and Taiwan, Eastern Europe, the former
Soviet Union, Southeast and East Asia. This book provides
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new insights and makes at important contribution to existing
debates. Democratization and Ethnic Minorities will be
essential reading for students and scholars of
democratization, nationalism, ethnic conflict and ethnic
politics, political science, history, and sociology.
Arguing that international organizations can cause conflict in
their rush to establish democratic governments in countries
such as Germany and Bosnia, Snyder prescribes policies that
will make transitions less dangerous and allow fledgling
democracies to flourish.
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