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HOW IS THIS TOEFL BOOK DIFFERENT? This TOEFL
book is different because it uses an integrated vocabulary
learning system called recycling. Recycling is simple. Each
exercise is divided into four quizzes. Quiz 1, a multiple-choice
vocabulary quiz, introduces ten new words. Next, you will do
Quiz 2, which is a sentence-completion quiz based on the ten
words in Quiz 1. Next, you will do Quiz 3, a spelling quiz. The
speaker in the audio will say the same ten words in turn. You
will then have ten seconds to spell each word by saying it and
typing it. Finally, you will do Quiz 4, which is a 60-word typing
test based on the ten new words you have been recycling
through Quizzes 1, 2 and 3, plus words, phrases and idioms
recycled from previous exercises. BONUS MATERIAL Learn
essential rhetorical strategies and a test-proven way to
develop opinion-based and fact-based TOEFL essays.
This book tells the story of the Earth itself, explaining the
interplay of its gradual geologi- levolution, presented as a
generally slow and safe process, with the sudden
manifestations of natural hazards, which involve disasters
that affect the environment and lead to huge material damage
and human losses. The natural forces at play, whether they
are violent explosions ofvolcanic eruptions or almost
imperceptible deformations of subsurface rock strata, nallysulting in devastating earthquakes, all control the existence
and destiny of a certain part of the global population. The
development of man’s existence down through history has
depended upon his understanding of the world in which he
lives, and upon his ability to turn to his own best use the
materials that were there for the taking. However, he has had
not only to furnish himself with food, water, building materials,
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and energy to protect himself against occasional natural
adversities. Protecting himself from them meant
comprehending their causes, and the essential core of his
understanding was in recording and depicting them. This
book is written for anyone interested in the Earth in general,
and in natural disasters in particular, presenting a unique
collection of historical illustrations of volcanic eruptions and
earthquake events and their repercussions. The book
represents a golden mean between sci- ti c and popular
works.
Even the smartest among us can feel inept as we fail to figure
out which light switch or oven burner to turn on, or whether to
push, pull, or slide a door. The fault, argues this
ingenious—even liberating—book, lies not in ourselves, but in
product design that ignores the needs of users and the
principles of cognitive psychology. The problems range from
ambiguous and hidden controls to arbitrary relationships
between controls and functions, coupled with a lack of
feedback or other assistance and unreasonable demands on
memorization. The Design of Everyday Things shows that
good, usable design is possible. The rules are simple: make
things visible, exploit natural relationships that couple function
and control, and make intelligent use of constraints. The goal:
guide the user effortlessly to the right action on the right
control at the right time. In this entertaining and insightful
analysis, cognitive scientist Don Norman hails excellence of
design as the most important key to regaining the competitive
edge in influencing consumer behavior. Now fully expanded
and updated, with a new introduction by the author, The
Design of Everyday Things is a powerful primer on how—and
why—some products satisfy customers while others only
frustrate them.
This two-volume set explores disasters that occurred around
the world. The disasters are listed chronologically, beginning
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with the Supervolcano in Toba, Indonesia in 74000 B.C. and
ending with the Greensburg, Kansas tornado in 2007. The
entries are detailed and informative and provide the exact
causes of each event, whether it was an environmental
catastrophe or a human tragedy.
This report is the ninth in the world migration report series
which is designed as a substantive contribution to increasing
the understanding of current and strategic migration issues
throughout the world. It presents key data and information on
migration as well as thematic chapters on highly topical
migration issues. It is structured to focus on two key
contributions for readers: Part I: key information on migration
and migrants (including migration-related statistics); and Part
II: balanced, evidence-based analysis of complex and
emerging migration issues. The two parts are intended to
provide both overview information that helps to explain
migration patterns and processes globally and regionally, as
well as insights and recommendations on major issues that
policymakers are - or soon - will be grappling with.
This engaging series is tailored to young children's interests
and reading level. Lively text explains the basics of a popular
subject, while intriguing facts are brought to life through
detailed and informative artwork. From under the sea to other
planets, colorful close-ups help explain the different types of
volcanoes, while clear cutaway illustrations take readers from
the outer crust to the red hot core.
Volcanic eruptions are common, with more than 50 volcanic
eruptions in the United States alone in the past 31 years.
These eruptions can have devastating economic and social
consequences, even at great distances from the volcano.
Fortunately many eruptions are preceded by unrest that can
be detected using ground, airborne, and spaceborne
instruments. Data from these instruments, combined with
basic understanding of how volcanoes work, form the basis
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for forecasting eruptionsâ€"where, when, how big, how long,
and the consequences. Accurate forecasts of the likelihood
and magnitude of an eruption in a specified timeframe are
rooted in a scientific understanding of the processes that
govern the storage, ascent, and eruption of magma. Yet our
understanding of volcanic systems is incomplete and biased
by the limited number of volcanoes and eruption styles
observed with advanced instrumentation. Volcanic Eruptions
and Their Repose, Unrest, Precursors, and Timing identifies
key science questions, research and observation priorities,
and approaches for building a volcano science community
capable of tackling them. This report presents goals for
making major advances in volcano science.

Volcanic Eruptions and Their Repose, Unrest,
Precursors, and TimingNational Academies Press
The landmark exploration of economic prosperity and
how the world can escape from extreme poverty for the
world's poorest citizens, from one of the world's most
renowned economists Hailed by Time as one of the
world's hundred most influential people, Jeffrey D. Sachs
is renowned for his work around the globe advising
economies in crisis. Now a classic of its genre, The End
of Poverty distills more than thirty years of experience to
offer a uniquely informed vision of the steps that can
transform impoverished countries into prosperous ones.
Marrying vivid storytelling with rigorous analysis, Sachs
lays out a clear conceptual map of the world economy.
Explaining his own work in Bolivia, Russia, India, China,
and Africa, he offers an integrated set of solutions to the
interwoven economic, political, environmental, and social
problems that challenge the world's poorest countries.
Ten years after its initial publication, The End of Poverty
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remains an indispensible and influential work. In this 10th
anniversary edition, Sachs presents an extensive new
foreword assessing the progress of the past decade, the
work that remains to be done, and how each of us can
help. He also looks ahead across the next fifteen years
to 2030, the United Nations' target date for ending
extreme poverty, offering new insights and
recommendations.
The author goes in search of four of the most famous
myths in the world--Shangri-la, Jason and the Golden
Fleece, the Queen of Sheba, and the Holy
Grail--journeying to some of the most remote regions on
Earth, including Western Tibet, the mountains of Geo
Lucas' "The Art of Public Speaking" is the leading public
speaking textbook in the field. Whether a novice or an
experienced speaker when beginning the course, every
student will learn how to be a better public speaker
through Lucas' clear explanations. Creative activities,
vivid examples, annotated speech samples, and
foundation of classic and contemporary rhetoric provide
students a strong understanding of public speaking.
When instructors teach from this textbook, they benefit
from Lucas' Integrated Teaching Package. The
Annotated Instructor's Edition and Instructor's Manual,
both written by Steve Lucas, provide teaching tips and
give outlines on how to use the various supplements. As
a result, instructors are able to see various teaching
examples, how to integrate technology, and analyses
and discussion questions for video clips in class. The
Annotated Instructor's Edition, Instructor's Manual, Test
Bank, CDs, videos, and other supplements provide
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instructors the tools needed to create a dynamic
classroom. This edition has a supplement to meet the
needs of online classes, Teaching Public Speaking
Online with The Art of Public Speaking.
Caribbean Tsunamis - A 500-Year History from
1498-1998 broadly characterizes the nature of tsunamis
in the Caribbean Sea, while bearing in mind both
scientific aspects as well as potential interest by the
many governments and populations likely to be affected
by the hazard. Comprehension of the nature of tsunamis
and past effects is crucial for the awareness and
education of populations at risk. Audience: This book
provides a thorough, yet highly accessible review of
tsunamis in the Caribbean. It is of interest not only to
tsunami and natural hazards specialists at academia and
governmental institutes, but also to policy makers and to
the general public.
Presents an introduction to volcanoes and earthquakes,
explaining how the movement of the Earth's interior
plates cause their formation and describing the
volcanoes which currently exist around the world as well
as some of the famous earthquakes of the nineteenth
through twenty-first cenuturies.
These proceedings include most of the available
information on this major seismic event and its
consequences. With an estimated moment magnitude of
7.7 and a heavy toll in terms of human and economic
losses, it ranks as the largest intermediate-depth
earthquake in Europe in the twentieth century.
Nevertheless, because of the difficult conditions in the
1940s, the lessons learnt after the Vrancea earthquake
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were not extensively shared with the international
scientific community and thus, this book fills a gap in the
literature discussing the knowledge acquired after major
disasters. Past experience together with current
understanding of the 1940 Vrancea earthquake are
presented along with the latest information on Romanian
seismicity, seismic hazard and risk assessment, and
seismic evaluation and rehabilitation of buildings and
structures. Moreover, it includes excerpts from
Romanian post-disaster reports and textbooks
concerning the earthquake.
This book is part of a six-volume series on Disaster Risk
Reduction and Resilience. The series aims to fill in gaps in
theory and practice in the Sendai Framework, and provides
additional resources, methodologies and communication
strategies to enhance the plan for action and targets
proposed by the Sendai Framework. The series will appeal to
a broad range of researchers, academics, students, policy
makers and practitioners in engineering, environmental
science and geography, geoscience, emergency
management, finance, community adaptation, atmospheric
science and information technology. This volume discusses
how to measure and build disaster resilience at society’s
capacity, drawing upon individual, institutional and collective
resources to cope with and adapt to the demands and
challenges of natural disaster occurrences. The book will
serve as a guide, outlining the key indicators of disaster
resilience in urban and rural settings, and the resources and
strategies needed to build resilient communities in
accordance with the targets of the Sendai Framework.
Readers will learn about multi-risk reduction approaches
using computational methods, data mining techniques, and
System Thinking at various scales, as well as institutional and
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infrastructure resilience strategies based on several case
studies.
What existed before the Universe was created? Where does
self-worth come from? Do the ends always justify the means?
The Philosophy Book answers the most profound questions
we all have. It is your visual guide to the fundamental nature
of existence, society, and how we think. Discover what it
means to be free, whether science can predict the future, or
how language shapes our thoughts. Learn about the world's
greatest philosophers, from Plato and Confucius to modern
thinkers such as Chomsky and Derrida and follow charts and
timelines that graphically show the progression of ideas and
logic. Written in plain English, with concise explanations of
branches of philosophy such as metaphysics and ethics, it
untangles complicated theories and makes sense of abstract
concepts. It is an ideal reference whether you're a student or
a general reader, with simple explanations of big ideas,
including the four noble truths, the soul, class struggle, moral
purpose, and good and evil. If you're curious about the
deeper questions in life, The Philosophy Book is both an
invaluable reference and illuminating read.
This report focuses on how human development can be
ensured for everyone, now and in future. It starts with an
account of the hopes and challenges of today’s world,
envisioning where humanity wants to go. This vision draws
from and builds on the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals. It explores who has been left behind in
human development progress and why. It argues that to
ensure that human development reaches everyone, some
aspects of the human development framework and
assessment perspectives have to be brought to the fore. The
Report also identifies the national policies and key strategies
to ensure that will enable every human being achieve at least
basic human development and to sustain and protect the
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gains.
NATURAL HAZARDS AND DISASTERS, 5e provides easy-tounderstand coverage of the geological processes that
underlie disasters, explores the impact these processes have
on humans and vice versa, and analyzes strategies for
mitigating these hazards’ physical and financial harm. From
timely information on recent natural disasters in the United
States and around the world to insights on earthquakes
associated with fracking, this fascinating book provides the upto-date information you need to analyze potential hazards
and take the steps necessary to survive a natural disaster.
Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the
ebook version.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER * "The Uninhabitable
Earth hits you like a comet, with an overflow of insanely lyrical
prose about our pending Armageddon."--Andrew Solomon,
author of The Noonday Demon With a new afterword It is
worse, much worse, than you think. If your anxiety about
global warming is dominated by fears of sea-level rise, you
are barely scratching the surface of what terrors are
possible--food shortages, refugee emergencies, climate wars
and economic devastation. An "epoch-defining book" (The
Guardian) and "this generation's Silent Spring" (The
Washington Post), The Uninhabitable Earth is both a
travelogue of the near future and a meditation on how that
future will look to those living through it--the ways that
warming promises to transform global politics, the meaning of
technology and nature in the modern world, the sustainability
of capitalism and the trajectory of human progress. The
Uninhabitable Earth is also an impassioned call to action. For
just as the world was brought to the brink of catastrophe
within the span of a lifetime, the responsibility to avoid it now
belongs to a single generation--today's. Praise for The
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Uninhabitable Earth "The Uninhabitable Earth is the most
terrifying book I have ever read. Its subject is climate change,
and its method is scientific, but its mode is Old Testament.
The book is a meticulously documented, white-knuckled tour
through the cascading catastrophes that will soon engulf our
warming planet."--Farhad Manjoo, The New York Times
"Riveting. . . . Some readers will find Mr. Wallace-Wells's
outline of possible futures alarmist. He is indeed alarmed.
You should be, too."--The Economist "Potent and evocative. .
. . Wallace-Wells has resolved to offer something other than
the standard narrative of climate change. . . . He avoids the
'eerily banal language of climatology' in favor of lush, rolling
prose."--Jennifer Szalai, The New York Times "The book has
potential to be this generation's Silent Spring."--The
Washington Post "The Uninhabitable Earth, which has
become a best seller, taps into the underlying emotion of the
day: fear. . . . I encourage people to read this book."--Alan
Weisman, The New York Review of Books
The Bad Bug Book 2nd Edition, released in 2012, provides
current information about the major known agents that cause
foodborne illness.Each chapter in this book is about a
pathogen—a bacterium, virus, or parasite—or a natural toxin
that can contaminate food and cause illness. The book
contains scientific and technical information about the major
pathogens that cause these kinds of illnesses.A separate
“consumer box” in each chapter provides non-technical
information, in everyday language. The boxes describe plainly
what can make you sick and, more important, how to prevent
it.The information provided in this handbook is abbreviated
and general in nature, and is intended for practical use. It is
not intended to be a comprehensive scientific or clinical
reference.The Bad Bug Book is published by the Center for
Food Safety and Applied Nutrition (CFSAN) of the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA), U.S. Department of Health and
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Human Services.
Contextualizing Disaster offers a comparative analysis of six
recent "highly visible" disasters and several slow-burning,
"hidden," crises that include typhoons, tsunamis,
earthquakes, chemical spills, and the unfolding
consequences of rising seas and climate change. The book
argues that, while disasters are increasingly represented by
the media as unique, exceptional, newsworthy events, it is a
mistake to think of disasters as isolated or discrete
occurrences. Rather, building on insights developed by
political ecologists, this book makes a compelling argument
for understanding disasters as transnational and global
phenomena.
This book contains the best contributions presented during
the 6th National Conference on Earthquake Engineering and
the 2nd National Conference on Earthquake Engineering and
Seismology - 6CNIS & 2CNISS, that took place on June
14-17, 2017 in Bucharest - Romania, at the Romanian
Academy and Technical University of Civil Engineering of
Bucharest. The book offers an updated overview of seismic
hazard and risk assessment activities, with an emphasis on
recent developments in Romania, a very challenging case
study because of its peculiar intermediate-depth seismicity
and evolutive code-compliant building stock. Moreover, the
book collects input of renowned scientists and professionals
from Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Portugal,
Romania, Spain, Turkey and United Kingdom.The content of
the book focuses on seismicity of Romania, geotechnical
earthquake engineering, structural analysis and seismic
design regulations, innovative solutions for seismic protection
of building structures, seismic risk evaluation, resiliencebased assessment of structures and management of
emergency situations. The sub-chapters consist of the best
papers of 6CNIS & 2CNISS selected by the International
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Advisory and Scientific Committees. The book is targeted at
researchers and experts in seismic hazard and risk,
evaluation and rehabilitation of buildings and structures,
insurers and re-insurers, and decision makers in the field of
emergency situations and recovery activities.
Few subjects have caught the attention of the entire world as
much as those dealing with natural hazards. The first decade
of this new millennium provides a litany of tragic examples of
various hazards that turned into disasters affecting millions of
individuals around the globe. The human losses (some
225,000 people) associated with the 2004 Indian Ocean
earthquake and tsunami, the economic costs (approximately
200 billion USD) of the 2011 Tohoku Japan earthquake,
tsunami and reactor event, and the collective social impacts
of human tragedies experienced during Hurricane Katrina in
2005 all provide repetitive reminders that we humans are
temporary guests occupying a very active and angry planet.
Any examples may have been cited here to stress the point
that natural events on Earth may, and often do, lead to
disasters and catastrophes when humans place themselves
into situations of high risk. Few subjects share the true
interdisciplinary dependency that characterizes the field of
natural hazards. From geology and geophysics to
engineering and emergency response to social psychology
and economics, the study of natural hazards draws input from
an impressive suite of unique and previously independent
specializations. Natural hazards provide a common platform
to reduce disciplinary boundaries and facilitate a beneficial
synergy in the provision of timely and useful information and
action on this critical subject matter. As social norms change
regarding the concept of acceptable risk and human
migration leads to an explosion in the number of megacities,
coastal over-crowding and unmanaged habitation in
precarious environments such as mountainous slopes, the
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vulnerability of people and their susceptibility to natural
hazards increases dramatically. Coupled with the concerns of
changing climates, escalating recovery costs, a growing
divergence between more developed and less developed
countries, the subject of natural hazards remains on the
forefront of issues that affect all people, nations, and
environments all the time. This treatise provides a
compendium of critical, timely and very detailed information
and essential facts regarding the basic attributes of natural
hazards and concomitant disasters. The Encyclopedia of
Natural Hazards effectively captures and integrates
contributions from an international portfolio of almost 300
specialists whose range of expertise addresses over 330
topics pertinent to the field of natural hazards. Disciplinary
barriers are overcome in this comprehensive treatment of the
subject matter. Clear illustrations and numerous color images
enhance the primary aim to communicate and educate. The
inclusion of a series of unique “classic case study” events
interspersed throughout the volume provides tangible
examples linking concepts, issues, outcomes and solutions.
These case studies illustrate different but notable recent,
historic and prehistoric events that have shaped the world as
we now know it. They provide excellent focal points linking
the remaining terms in the volume to the primary field of
study. This Encyclopedia of Natural Hazards will remain a
standard reference of choice for many years.
Find out about geothermal energy, plate tectonics, and
pyroclastic flow as they relate to the causes and effects of
volcanic eruption.
From December 1811 to February 1812, massive
earthquakes shook the middle Mississippi Valley, collapsing
homes, snapping large trees midtrunk, and briefly but
dramatically reversing the flow of the continent’s mightiest
river. For decades, people puzzled over the causes of the
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quakes, but by the time the nation began to recover from the
Civil War, the New Madrid earthquakes had been essentially
forgotten. In The Lost History of the New Madrid
Earthquakes, Conevery Bolton Valencius remembers this
major environmental disaster, demonstrating how events that
have been long forgotten, even denied and ridiculed as tall
tales, were in fact enormously important at the time of their
occurrence, and continue to affect us today. Valencius
weaves together scientific and historical evidence to
demonstrate the vast role the New Madrid earthquakes
played in the United States in the early nineteenth century,
shaping the settlement patterns of early western Cherokees
and other Indians, heightening the credibility of Tecumseh
and Tenskwatawa for their Indian League in the War of 1812,
giving force to frontier religious revival, and spreading
scientific inquiry. Moving into the present, Valencius explores
the intertwined reasons—environmental, scientific, social, and
economic—why something as consequential as major
earthquakes can be lost from public knowledge, offering a
cautionary tale in a world struggling to respond to global
climate change amid widespread willful denial. Engagingly
written and ambitiously researched—both in the scientific
literature and the writings of the time—The Lost History of the
New Madrid Earthquakes will be an important resource in
environmental history, geology, and seismology, as well as
history of science and medicine and early American and
Native American history.
Around the world, extreme weather events are becoming
increasingly "the new normal" and are expected to increase in
the 21st century as a result of climate change. Extreme
weather events have devastating impacts on human lives and
national economies. This book examines ways to protect
people from hazards using early warning systems, and
includes contributions from experts from four different
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continents representing 14 different universities, 8
government agencies and two UN agencies. Chapters detail
critical components of early warning systems, ways to identify
vulnerable communities, predict hazards and deliver
information. Unique satellite images illustrate the
transnational impact of disasters, while case studies provide
detailed examples of warning systems. With contributors from
the fields of economics, ethics, meteorology, geography and
biology, this book is essential reading for anyone interested in
disaster risk reduction or climate change.
This is the definitive reference on disaster medicine, outlining
areas of proficiency for health care professionals handling
mass casualty crises.
This book provides a timely analysis of the role that
information-particularly scientific information-plays in the
policy-making and decision-making processes in coastal and
ocean management. It includes contributions from global
experts in marine environmental science, marine policy,
fisheries, public policy and administration, resource
management
This book is open access under a CC BY-NC 2.5 license.
This book offers a devastating look at deeply flawed
development processes driven by international finance,
African governments and the global consulting industry. It
examines major river basin development underway in the
semi-arid borderlands of Ethiopia, Kenya and South Sudan
and its disastrous human rights consequences for a halfmillion indigenous people. The volume traces the historical
origins of Gibe III megadam construction along the Omo River
in Ethiopia—in turn, enabling irrigation for commercial-scale
agricultural development and causing radical reduction of
downstream Omo and (Kenya's) Lake Turkana waters.
Presenting case studies of indigenous Dasanech and
northernmost Turkana livelihood systems and Gibe III linked
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impacts on them, the author predicts agropastoral and fishing
economic collapse, region-wide hunger with exposure to
disease epidemics, irreversible natural resource destruction
and cross-border interethnic armed conflict spilling into South
Sudan. The book identifies fundamental failings of
government and development bank impact assessments,
including their distortion or omission of mandated
transboundary assessment, cumulative effects of the Gibe III
dam and its linked Ethiopia-Kenya energy transmission
'highway' project, key hydrologic and human ecological
characteristics, major earthquake threat in the dam region
and widespread expropriation and political repression.
Violations of internationally recognized human rights,
especially by the Ethiopian government but also the Kenyan
government, are extensive and on the increase—with
collaboration by the development banks, in breach of their
own internal operational procedures. A policy crossroads has
now emerged. The author presents the alternative to the
present looming catastrophe—consideration of development
suspension in order to undertake genuinely independent
transboundary assessment and a plan for continued
development action within a human rights framework—forging
a sustainable future for the indigenous peoples now directly
threatened and for their respective eastern Africa states.
Claudia Carr’s book is a treasure of detailed information
gathered over many years concerning river basin
development of the Omo River in Ethiopia and its impact on
the peoples of the lower Omo Basin and the Lake Turkana
region in Kenya. It contains numerous maps, charts, and
photographs not previously available to the public. The book
is highly critical of the environmental and human rights
implications of the Omo River hydropower projects on both
the local ethnic communities in Ethiopia and on the
downstream Turkana in Kenya. David Shinn Former
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Ambassador to Ethiopia and to Burkina Faso Adjust
Professor of International Affairs, The George Washington
University, Washington D.C.
Public health professionals, field epidemiologists, health
management workers and health policymakers are
increasingly concerned about the potential impact that climate
change can have on public health. Climate not only
determines the spatial and seasonal distribution of many
public health events, such as infectious diseases, health
outcomes of disasters and nutrition, but also is a key
determinant of extreme heat waves and storm events that
result in large impacts on morbidity and mortality. However,
few public health professionals are aware of the ways in
which climate information may help them manage the impacts
of climate on their disease surveillance and control activities,
as well as program implementation and evaluation. Climate
Information for Public Health Action fills an identified
knowledge gap for health policy makers and practitioners
(along with climate service providers) in exploring why, when
and how climate information can and should be incorporated
into health decision-making. Drawing together contributions
from a range of key thinkers in the field, this volume will focus
on three climate sensitive health outcome areas: infectious
disease, hydrometeorological disasters, and nutrition.
Targeting a technical professional public health community
involved in developing policy and/or ensuring good practice
related to climate sensitive health outcomes, this book will be
written in an accessible, informative style using the highest
technical and scientific standards. It will also be a valuable
resource for students and academics studying and working in
the emerging field of environment and health.
Official U.S. edition with full color illustrations throughout.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Yuval Noah Harari, author
of the critically-acclaimed New York Times bestseller and
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international phenomenon Sapiens, returns with an equally
original, compelling, and provocative book, turning his focus
toward humanity’s future, and our quest to upgrade humans
into gods. Over the past century humankind has managed to
do the impossible and rein in famine, plague, and war. This
may seem hard to accept, but, as Harari explains in his
trademark style—thorough, yet riveting—famine, plague and
war have been transformed from incomprehensible and
uncontrollable forces of nature into manageable challenges.
For the first time ever, more people die from eating too much
than from eating too little; more people die from old age than
from infectious diseases; and more people commit suicide
than are killed by soldiers, terrorists and criminals put
together. The average American is a thousand times more
likely to die from binging at McDonalds than from being blown
up by Al Qaeda. What then will replace famine, plague, and
war at the top of the human agenda? As the self-made gods
of planet earth, what destinies will we set ourselves, and
which quests will we undertake? Homo Deus explores the
projects, dreams and nightmares that will shape the twentyfirst century—from overcoming death to creating artificial life. It
asks the fundamental questions: Where do we go from here?
And how will we protect this fragile world from our own
destructive powers? This is the next stage of evolution. This
is Homo Deus. With the same insight and clarity that made
Sapiens an international hit and a New York Times bestseller,
Harari maps out our future.
This beautiful art book portrays the forces of nature through
the main elements of Earth, Water, Air, Fire. It is composed
from a large selection of unique images of a wide variety of
sources, mostly private collections. It is a highly illustrated
book, containing reproductions of rare engravings, maps both
old and new, sketches, and diagrams. The book is a sequel
to ‘The Illustrated History of Natural Disasters’, published in
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2010. While the first book provided a detailed look into two
main kinds of natural disasters (of seismic and volcanic
character), this volume presents natural disasters of all kinds:
geophysical, hydrological, climatological and biological. The
book is divided into three parts: the first part introduces the
leading question as to whether the elements should be
regarded as constructive, for giving origin to life on Earth, or
destructive given the impact of natural disasters to society
throughout history; the second illustrates the positive effects
of nature’s elements; and the third part depicts and
contextualizes the history of natural disasters such as
earthquakes, tsunamis, volcano eruptions, landslides,
avalanches, draughts, storms, fires, among others.
Nowadays research in earthquake engineering is mainly
experimental and in large-scale; advanced computations are
integrated with large-scale experiments, to complement them
and extend their scope, even by coupling two different but
simultaneous tests. Earthquake engineering cannot give
answers by testing and qualifying few, small typical
components or single large prototypes. Besides, the large
diversity of Civil Engineering structures does not allow
drawing conclusions from only a few tests; structures are
large and their seismic response and performance cannot be
meaningfully tested in an ordinary lab or in the field. So,
seismic testing facilities should be much larger than in other
scientific fields; their staff has to be resourceful, devising
intelligent ways to carry out simultaneously different tests and
advanced computations. To better serve such a mission
European testing facilities and researchers in earthquake
engineering have shared their resources and activities in the
framework of the European project SERIES, combining their
research and jointly developing advanced testing and
instrumentation techniques that maximize testing capabilities
and increase the value of the tests. This volume presents the
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first outcomes of the SERIES and its contribution towards
Performance-based Earthquake Engineering, i.e., to the most
important development in Earthquake Engineering of the past
three decades. The concept and the methodologies for
performance-based earthquake engineering have now
matured. However, they are based mainly on
analytical/numerical research; large-scale seismic testing has
entered the stage recently. The SERIES Workshop in Ohrid
(MK) in Sept. 2010 pooled together the largest European
seismic testing facilities, Europe’s best experts in
experimental earthquake engineering and select experts from
the USA, to present recent research achievements and to
address future developments. Audience: This volume will be
of interest to researchers and advanced practitioners in
structural earthquake engineering, geotechnical earthquake
engineering, engineering seismology, and experimental
dynamics, including seismic qualification.
This handbook provides basic facts regarding foodborne
pathogenic microorganisms and natural toxins.
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