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An unprecedented look at that most commonplace act of everyday life--throwing things
out--and how it has transformed American society. Susan Strasser's pathbreaking
histories of housework and the rise of the mass market have become classics in the
literature of consumer culture. Here she turns to an essential but neglected part of that
culture--the trash it produces--and finds in it an unexpected wealth of meaning. Before
the twentieth century, streets and bodies stank, but trash was nearly nonexistent. With
goods and money scarce, almost everything was reused. Strasser paints a vivid picture
of an America where scavenger pigs roamed the streets, swill children collected kitchen
garbage, and itinerant peddlers traded manufactured goods for rags and bones. Over
the last hundred years, however, Americans have become hooked on convenience,
disposability, fashion, and constant technological change--the rise of mass
consumption has led to waste on a previously unimaginable scale. Lively and colorful,
Waste and Want recaptures a hidden part of our social history, vividly illustrating that
what counts as trash depends on who's counting, and that what we throw away defines
us as much as what we keep.
Fresh Kills—a monumental 2,200-acre site on Staten Island—was once the world’s
largest landfill. From 1948 to 2001, it was the main receptacle for New York City’s
refuse. After the 9/11 attacks, it reopened briefly to receive human remains and rubble
from the destroyed Twin Towers, turning a notorious disposal site into a cemetery.
Today, a mammoth reclamation project is transforming the landfill site, constructing an
expansive park three times the size of Central Park. Martin V. Melosi provides a
comprehensive chronicle of Fresh Kills that offers new insights into the growth and
development of New York City and the relationship among consumption, waste, and
disposal. He traces the metamorphoses of the landscape, following it from salt marsh to
landfill to cemetery and looks ahead to the future park. By centering the problem of
solid-waste disposal, Melosi highlights the unwanted consequences of mass
consumption. He presents the Fresh Kills space as an embodiment of massive waste,
linking consumption to the continuing presence of its discards. Melosi also uses the
landfill as a lens for understanding Staten Island’s history and its relationship with
greater New York City. The first book on the history of the iconic landfill, Fresh Kills
unites environmental, political, and cultural history to offer a reflection on material
culture, consumer practices, and perceptions of value and worthlessness.
Noxious New YorkThe Racial Politics of Urban Health and Environmental JusticeMIT
Press
"The rise of China and its status as a leading global factory--combined with an
increasing worldwide desire for inexpensive toys, clothes, and food--are altering the
way people live and consume. At the same time, the world appears wary of the real
costs of this desire: toys drenched in lead paint, dangerous medicines, and tainted pet
food. Examining sites in China, including the plan for a new eco-city called Dongtan on
the island of Chongming, suburbanization projects, and the Shanghai World Expo,
JulieSze interrogates Chinese, European, and American 'eco-desire' and the ecotechnological fantasies that underlie contemporary development of global cities and
mega-suburbs. In doing so, she challenges readers to rethink how cities must undergo
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alterationsto become true 'eco-cities.' Sze frames her analysis of these case studies in
the context of the problems of global economic change and climate crisis, and she
explores the flows, fears, and fantasies of Pacific Rim politics that shaped plans for
Dongtan. She looks at the flow of pollution from Asia to the United States (ten billion
pounds of airborne pollutants annually). Simultaneously, she considers the flow of
financial and political capital for eco-city and ecological development between elite
powerstructures in the UK and China, and charts how climate change discussions align
with US fears of China's ascendancy and the related demise of the American Century.
Ultimately, Fantasy Islands examines how fears and fantasies about China and
historical and political power change the American imagination."--Provided by
publisher.
An examination of environmental revitalization efforts in low-income communities in
Boston, Barcelona, and Havana that help heal traumatized urban neighborhoods.
By the time William Penn was planning the colony that would come to be called
Pennsylvania, with Philadelphia at its heart, Europeans on both sides of the ocean had
long experience with the hazards of city life, disease the most terrifying among them.
Drawing from those experiences, colonists hoped to create new urban forms that
combined the commercial advantages of a seaport with the health benefits of the
country. The Contagious City details how early Americans struggled to preserve their
collective health against both the strange new perils of the colonial environment and the
familiar dangers of the traditional city, through a period of profound transformation in
both politics and medicine. Philadelphia was the paramount example of this reforming
tendency. Tracing the city's history from its founding on the banks of the Delaware
River in 1682 to the yellow fever outbreak of 1793, Simon Finger emphasizes the
importance of public health and population control in decisions made by the city's
planners and leaders. He also shows that key figures in the city's history, including
Benjamin Franklin and Benjamin Rush, brought their keen interest in science and
medicine into the political sphere. Throughout his account, Finger makes clear that
medicine and politics were inextricably linked, and that both undergirded the debates
over such crucial concerns as the city's location, its urban plan, its immigration policy,
and its creation of institutions of public safety. In framing the history of Philadelphia
through the imperatives of public health, The Contagious City offers a bold new vision
of the urban history of colonial America.
Introduces key terms, research frameworks, debates, and histories for Asian American
Studies Born out of the Civil Rights and Third World Liberation movements of the 1960s
and 1970s, Asian American Studies has grown significantly over the past four decades,
both as a distinct field of inquiry and as a potent site of critique. Characterized by
transnational, trans-Pacific, and trans-hemispheric considerations of race, ethnicity,
migration, immigration, gender, sexuality, and class, this multidisciplinary field engages
with a set of concepts profoundly shaped by past and present histories of racialization
and social formation. The keywords included in this collection are central to social
sciences, humanities, and cultural studies and reflect the ways in which Asian American
Studies has transformed scholarly discourses, research agendas, and pedagogical
frameworks. Spanning multiple histories, numerous migrations, and diverse
populations, Keywords for Asian American Studies reconsiders and recalibrates the
ever-shifting borders of Asian American studies as a distinctly interdisciplinary field.
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When Joe Biden attempted to compliment Barack Obama by calling him “clean and
articulate,” he unwittingly tapped into one of the most destructive racial stereotypes in
American history. This book tells the history of the corrosive idea that whites are clean
and those who are not white are dirty. From the age of Thomas Jefferson to the
Memphis Public Workers strike of 1968 through the present day, ideas about race and
waste have shaped where people have lived, where people have worked, and how
American society’s wastes have been managed. Clean and White offers a history of
environmental racism in the United States focusing on constructions of race and
hygiene. In the wake of the civil war, as the nation encountered emancipation, mass
immigration, and the growth of an urbanized society, Americans began to conflate the
ideas of race and waste. Certain immigrant groups took on waste management labor,
such as Jews and scrap metal recycling, fostering connections between the socially
marginalized and refuse. Ethnic “purity” was tied to pure cleanliness, and hygiene
became a central aspect of white identity. Carl A. Zimring here draws on historical
evidence from statesmen, scholars, sanitarians, novelists, activists, advertisements,
and the United States Census of Population to reveal changing constructions of
environmental racism. The material consequences of these attitudes endured and
expanded through the twentieth century, shaping waste management systems and
environmental inequalities that endure into the twenty-first century. Today, the bigoted
idea that non-whites are “dirty” remains deeply ingrained in the national psyche,
continuing to shape social and environmental inequalities in the age of Obama.
In this spirited book, best-selling author Jerry Mander partners with one of the world's most
celebrated indigenous leaders, Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, to gather powerful firsthand reports on a
momentous collision of worldviews that pits the forces of economic globalization against the
Earth's indigenous peoples. With many of the planet's remaining natural resources on
indigenous lands, traditional indigenous practices of biodiversity preservation have, ironically,
made these lands targets for global corporations seeking the last forests, genetic and plant
materials, oil, and minerals to feed their unsustainable growth. Corporate invaders often
employ military force, as well as harsh pressures from the World Bank, IMF, and WTO. But
native peoples refuse to be victims. Their stories of resistance and growing success are
inspirational. Book jacket.
"Trenchant and intelligent." --The New York Times As seen/heard on NPR, New Yorker Radio
Hour, The New York Book Review Podcast, PBS Newshour, CNBC, and more. A New York
Times Book Review Editors' Choice A New York Times Notable Book of 2019 From a rising
star at The New Yorker, a deeply immersive chronicle of how the optimistic entrepreneurs of
Silicon Valley set out to create a free and democratic internet--and how the cynical
propagandists of the alt-right exploited that freedom to propel the extreme into the mainstream.
For several years, Andrew Marantz, a New Yorker staff writer, has been embedded in two
worlds. The first is the world of social-media entrepreneurs, who, acting out of naïvete and
reckless ambition, upended all traditional means of receiving and transmitting information. The
second is the world of the people he calls "the gate crashers"--the conspiracists, white
supremacists, and nihilist trolls who have become experts at using social media to advance
their corrosive agenda. Antisocial ranges broadly--from the first mass-printed books to the
trending hashtags of the present; from secret gatherings of neo-Fascists to the White House
press briefing room--and traces how the unthinkable becomes thinkable, and then how it
becomes reality. Combining the keen narrative detail of Bill Buford's Among the Thugs and the
sweep of George Packer's The Unwinding, Antisocial reveals how the boundaries between
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technology, media, and politics have been erased, resulting in a deeply broken informational
landscape--the landscape in which we all now live. Marantz shows how alienated young
people are led down the rabbit hole of online radicalization, and how fringe ideas spread--from
anonymous corners of social media to cable TV to the President's Twitter feed. Marantz also
sits with the creators of social media as they start to reckon with the forces they've unleashed.
Will they be able to solve the communication crisis they helped bring about, or are their
interventions too little too late?
The history of New York City’s urban development often centers on titanic municipal figures
like Robert Moses and on prominent inner Manhattan sites like Central Park. New York
Recentered boldly shifts the focus to the city’s geographic edges—the coastlines and
waterways—and to the small-time unelected locals who quietly shaped the modern city. Kara
Murphy Schlichting details how the vernacular planning done by small businessmen and real
estate operators, performed independently of large scale governmental efforts, refigured
marginal locales like Flushing Meadows and the shores of Long Island Sound and the East
River in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The result is a synthesis of planning
history, environmental history, and urban history that recasts the story of New York as we
know it.
A "powerful and indispensable" look at the devastating consequences of environmental racism
(Gerald Markowitz) -- and what we can do to remedy its toxic effects on marginalized
communities. Did you know... Middle-class African American households with incomes
between $50,000 and $60,000 live in neighborhoods that are more polluted than those of very
poor white households with incomes below $10,000. When swallowed, a lead-paint chip no
larger than a fingernail can send a toddler into a coma -- one-tenth of that amount will lower his
IQ. Nearly two of every five African American homes in Baltimore are plagued by lead-based
paint. Almost all of the 37,500 Baltimore children who suffered lead poisoning between 2003
and 2015 were African American. From injuries caused by lead poisoning to the devastating
effects of atmospheric pollution, infectious disease, and industrial waste, Americans of color
are harmed by environmental hazards in staggeringly disproportionate numbers. This systemic
onslaught of toxic exposure and institutional negligence causes irreparable physical harm to
millions of people across the country-cutting lives tragically short and needlessly burdening our
health care system. But these deadly environments create another insidious and often
overlooked consequence: robbing communities of color, and America as a whole, of
intellectual power. The 1994 publication of The Bell Curve and its controversial thesis
catapulted the topic of genetic racial differences in IQ to the forefront of a renewed and heated
debate. Now, in A Terrible Thing to Waste, award-winning science writer Harriet A. Washington
adds her incisive analysis to the fray, arguing that IQ is a biased and flawed metric, but that it
is useful for tracking cognitive damage. She takes apart the spurious notion of intelligence as
an inherited trait, using copious data that instead point to a different cause of the reported
African American-white IQ gap: environmental racism - a confluence of racism and other
institutional factors that relegate marginalized communities to living and working near sites of
toxic waste, pollution, and insufficient sanitation services. She investigates heavy metals,
neurotoxins, deficient prenatal care, bad nutrition, and even pathogens as chief agents
influencing intelligence to explain why communities of color are disproportionately affected -and what can be done to remedy this devastating problem. Featuring extensive scientific
research and Washington's sharp, lively reporting, A Terrible Thing to Waste is sure to outrage,
transform the conversation, and inspire debate.
Looks at the high technology industries of the Silicon Valley, arguing that it provides an
illustration of environmental inequality and racism.
How coalitions of citizens and experts have been effective in promoting environmental justice
in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor.
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From the Flint water crisis to the Dakota Access Pipeline controversy, environmental threats
and degradation disproportionately affect communities of color, with often dire consequences
for peoples lives and health. Racial Ecologies explores activist strategies and creative
responses, such as those of Mexican migrant women, New Zealand Maori, and African
American farmers in urban Detroit, demonstrating that people of color have always been and
continue to be leaders in the fight for a more equitable and ecologically just world. Grounded in
an ethnic-studies perspective, this interdisciplinary collection illustrates how race intersects
with Indigeneity, colonialism, gender, nationality, and class to shape our understanding of both
nature and environmental harm, showing how and why environmental issues are also racial
issues. Indeed, Indigenous, critical race, and postcolonial frameworks are crucial for
comprehending and addressing accelerating anthropogenic change, from the local to the
global, and for imagining speculative futures. This forward-looking, critical intervention bridges
environmental scholarship and ethnic studies and will prove indispensable to activists,
scholars, and students alike.
The racist legacy behind the Western idea of freedom The era of the Enlightenment, which
gave rise to our modern conceptions of freedom and democracy, was also the height of the
trans-Atlantic slave trade. America, a nation founded on the principle of liberty, is also a nation
built on African slavery, Native American genocide, and systematic racial discrimination. White
Freedom traces the complex relationship between freedom and race from the eighteenth
century to today, revealing how being free has meant being white. Tyler Stovall explores the
intertwined histories of racism and freedom in France and the United States, the two leading
nations that have claimed liberty as the heart of their national identities. He explores how
French and American thinkers defined freedom in racial terms and conceived of liberty as an
aspect and privilege of whiteness. He discusses how the Statue of Liberty—a gift from France to
the United States and perhaps the most famous symbol of freedom on Earth—promised both
freedom and whiteness to European immigrants. Taking readers from the Age of Revolution to
today, Stovall challenges the notion that racism is somehow a paradox or contradiction within
the democratic tradition, demonstrating how white identity is intrinsic to Western ideas about
liberty. Throughout the history of modern Western liberal democracy, freedom has long been
white freedom. A major work of scholarship that is certain to draw a wide readership and
transform contemporary debates, White Freedom provides vital new perspectives on the
inherent racism behind our most cherished beliefs about freedom, liberty, and human rights.
The Lower East Side of Manhattan is rich in stories -- of poor immigrants who flocked there in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries; of beatniks, hippies, and artists who peopled
it mid-century; and of the real estate developers and politicians who have always shaped what
is now termed the "East Village". Today, the musical Rent plays on Broadway to a mostly white
and suburban audience, MTV exploits the neighborhood's newly trendy squalor in a film
promotion, and on the Internet a cyber soap opera and travel-related Web pages lure members
of the middle class to enjoy a commodified and sanitized version of the neighborhood. In this
sweeping account, Christopher Mele analyzes the political and cultural forces that have
influenced the development of this distinctive community. He describes late nineteenth-century
notions of the Lower East Side as a place of entrenched poverty, ethnic plurality, political
activism, and "low" culture that elicited feelings of revulsion and fear among the city's elite and
middle classes. The resulting -- and ongoing -- struggle between government and residents
over affordable and decent housing has in turn affected real estate practices and urban
development policies. Selling the Lower East Side recounts the resistance tactics used by
community residents, as well as the impulse on the part of some to perpetuate the image of the
neighborhood as dangerous, romantic, and bohemian, clinging to the marginality that has been
central to the identity of the East Village and subverting attempts to portray it as "new and
improved". Ironically, this very image of urban grittiness has been appropriated by a cultural
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marketplace hungry for new fodder.Mele explores the ways that developers, media executives,
and others have coopted the area's characteristics -- analyzing the East Village as a "style
provider" where what is being marketed is "difference". The result is a visionary look at how
political and economic actions transform neighborhoods and at what happens when a
neighborhood is what is being "consumed".
“Let this book immerse you in the many worlds of environmental justice.”—Naomi Klein We are
living in a precarious environmental and political moment. In the United States and in the
world, environmental injustices have manifested across racial and class divides in
devastatingly disproportionate ways. What does this moment of danger mean for the
environment and for justice? What can we learn from environmental justice struggles?
Environmental Justice in a Moment of Danger examines mobilizations and movements, from
protests at Standing Rock to activism in Puerto Rico in the wake of Hurricane Maria.
Environmental justice movements fight, survive, love, and create in the face of violence that
challenges the conditions of life itself. Exploring dispossession, deregulation, privatization, and
inequality, this book is the essential primer on environmental justice, packed with cautiously
hopeful stories for the future.
This interdisciplinary analysis of New York and Los Angeles—the nation's two largest cities and
urban regions—is the first in-depth study of the two cities and regions to incorporate new
census data and an analysis of the impact of the ongoing financial crisis and economic
recession.
A critical resource for approaching sustainability across the disciplines Sustainability and social
justice remain elusive even though each is unattainable without the other. Across the
industrialized West and the Global South, unsustainable practices and social inequities
exacerbate one another. How do social justice and sustainability connect? What does
sustainability mean and, most importantly, how can we achieve it with justice? This volume
tackles these questions, placing social justice and interdisciplinary approaches at the center of
efforts for a more sustainable world. Contributors present empirical case studies that illustrate
how sustainability can take place without contributing to social inequality. From indigenous
land rights, climate conflict, militarization and urban drought resilience, the book offers
examples of ways in which sustainability and social justice strengthen one another. Through an
understanding of history, diverse cultural traditions, and complexity in relation to race, class,
and gender, this volume demonstrates ways in which sustainability can help to shape better
and more robust solutions to the world’s most pressing problems. Blending methods from the
humanities, environmental sciences and the humanistic social sciences, this book offers an
essential guide for the next generation of global citizens.
Presents case studies of grassroots activism for environmental justice, highlighting struggles
against environmental hazards, toxic waste dumps, and polluting factories which often impact
low-income and minority communities.
A study of the struggle for environmental justice, focusing on conflicts over solid waste and
pollution in Chicago. In Garbage Wars, the sociologist David Pellow describes the politics of
garbage in Chicago. He shows how garbage affects residents in vulnerable communities and
poses health risks to those who dispose of it. He follows the trash, the pollution, the hazards,
and the people who encountered them in the period 1880-2000. What unfolds is a tug of war
among social movements, government, and industry over how we manage our waste, who
benefits, and who pays the costs. Studies demonstrate that minority and low-income
communities bear a disproportionate burden of environmental hazards. Pellow analyzes how
and why environmental inequalities are created. He also explains how class and racial politics
have influenced the waste industry throughout the history of Chicago and the United States.
After examining the roles of social movements and workers in defining, resisting, and shaping
garbage disposal in the United States, he concludes that some environmental groups and
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people of color have actually contributed to environmental inequality. By highlighting conflicts
over waste dumping, incineration, landfills, and recycling, Pellow provides a historical view of
the garbage industry throughout the life cycle of waste. Although his focus is on Chicago, he
places the trends and conflicts in a broader context, describing how communities throughout
the United States have resisted the waste industry's efforts to locate hazardous facilities in
their backyards. The book closes with suggestions for how communities can work more
effectively for environmental justice and safe, sustainable waste management.
The New York Times best-selling book exploring the counterproductive reactions white people
have when their assumptions about race are challenged, and how these reactions maintain
racial inequality. In this “vital, necessary, and beautiful book” (Michael Eric Dyson), antiracist
educator Robin DiAngelo deftly illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility and “allows us to
understand racism as a practice not restricted to ‘bad people’ (Claudia Rankine). Referring to
the defensive moves that white people make when challenged racially, white fragility is
characterized by emotions such as anger, fear, and guilt, and by behaviors including
argumentation and silence. These behaviors, in turn, function to reinstate white racial
equilibrium and prevent any meaningful cross-racial dialogue. In this in-depth exploration,
DiAngelo examines how white fragility develops, how it protects racial inequality, and what we
can do to engage more constructively.
Strategically situated at the gateway to the Mississippi River yet standing atop a former
swamp, New Orleans was from the first what geographer Peirce Lewis called an "impossible
but inevitable city." How New Orleans came to be, taking shape between the mutual and often
contradictory forces of nature and urban development, is the subject of An Unnatural
Metropolis. Craig E. Colten traces engineered modifications to New Orleans's natural
environment from 1800 to 2000 and demonstrates that, though all cities must contend with
their physical settings, New Orleans may be the city most dependent on human-induced
transformations of its precarious site. In a new preface, Colten shows how Hurricane Katrina
exemplifies the inability of human artifice to exclude nature from cities and he urges city
planners to keep the environment in mind as they contemplate New Orleans's future. Urban
geographers frequently have portrayed cities as the antithesis of nature, but in An Unnatural
Metropolis, Colten introduces a critical environmental perspective to the history of urban areas.
His amply illustrated work offers an in-depth look at a city and society uniquely shaped by the
natural forces it has sought to harness.

Health disparities exist between races in America. This important collection of
interdisciplinary personal essays considers what neither social science nor medicine,
alone, can tell us about the unequal health outcomes of various racial and ethnic
groups in the United States.
To be poor, working-class, or a person of color in the United States often means
bearing a disproportionate share of the country's environmental problems. Starting with
the premise that all Americans have a basic right to live in a healthy environment,
Dumping in Dixie chronicles the efforts of five African American communities,
empowered by the civil rights movement, to link environmentalism with issues of social
justice. In the third edition, Bullard speaks to us from the front lines of the environmental
justice movement about new developments in environmental racism, different
organizing strategies, and success stories in the struggle for environmental equity.
Reid (history, U. of NC Chapel Hill) emphasizes the human story of sewers--politics,
sanitation, labor. The engineering of Parisian sewers occupies some 85 pages (lacking
a single map). Good book. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Highway Robbery dispels a major myth that conceals enduring divisions in American
life. While many people view the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as the end of governmentPage 7/13
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sponsored discrimination in the United States, Highway Robbery confirms the obvious
and ignored truth: equality in transportation has been established in name only. Case
by case, Highway Robbery shows howâ__a half-century after the Montgomery bus
boycottsâ__chronic inequality in public transportation is firmly and nationally
entrenched.Coast to coast, equal access to healthy, reliable, and practical
transportation eludes many people, the majority of them poor people and people of
color. The effects of this injustice are broad and deep. Access to transportation, public
and private, determines the physical and social mobility necessary for admission to
larger social, economic, and civic worlds. For millions of people, exclusion from
transportation networks means drastically compromised life choices. Their jeopardized
health and limited economic opportunities are then compounded by the day-to-day
indignities and feelings of frustration and isolation resulting from publicly funded
segregation. Highway Robbery asserts that staying the current course will further
polarize communities on the basis of class and color, and the powerful evidence
marshaled by the authors in this anthology demands that cities and states revisit their
public transportation agendas.Drawing on legal precedents, voices from the grassroots,
and academic research, Highway Robbery bridges intellectual disciplines and activist
movements by linking the national inequalities in transportation to larger economic,
health, environmental justice, and quality of life issues. The authors illustrate the
insidious contributions of transportation policy and urban planning to the establishment
and enforcement of racial and economic inequality. Written in recognition of activists
like Ella Baker and Rosa Parks, Highway Robbery lays the groundwork for future transit
rights organizers.
"Everyone concerned about the toxic effects of inequality must read this book."--Robert
B. Reich "This is one of the most thought-provoking books I have read on economic
inequality in the US."--William Julius Wilson Since the Great Recession, most
Americans' standard of living has stagnated or declined. Economic inequality is at
historic highs. But inequality's impact differs by race; African Americans' net wealth is
just a tenth that of white Americans, and over recent decades, white families have
accumulated wealth at three times the rate of black families. In our increasingly diverse
nation, sociologist Thomas M. Shapiro argues, wealth disparities must be understood in
tandem with racial inequities--a dangerous combination he terms "toxic inequality." In
Toxic Inequality, Shapiro reveals how these forces combine to trap families in place.
Following nearly two hundred families of different races and income levels over a period
of twelve years, Shapiro's research vividly documents the recession's toll on parents
and children, the ways families use assets to manage crises and create opportunities,
and the real reasons some families build wealth while others struggle in poverty. The
structure of our neighborhoods, workplaces, and tax code-much more than individual
choices-push some forward and hold others back. A lack of assets, far more common in
families of color, can often ruin parents' careful plans for themselves and their children.
Toxic inequality may seem inexorable, but it is not inevitable. America's growing wealth
gap and its yawning racial divide have been forged by history and preserved by policy,
and only bold, race-conscious reforms can move us toward a more just society.
Examining three interconnected case studies, Tamar Carroll powerfully demonstrates
the ability of grassroots community activism to bridge racial and cultural differences and
effect social change. Drawing on a rich array of oral histories, archival records,
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newspapers, films, and photographs from post–World War II New York City, Carroll
shows how poor people transformed the antipoverty organization Mobilization for Youth
and shaped the subsequent War on Poverty. Highlighting the little-known National
Congress of Neighborhood Women, she reveals the significant participation of workingclass white ethnic women and women of color in New York City's feminist activism.
Finally, Carroll traces the partnership between the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power
(ACT UP) and Women's Health Action Mobilization (WHAM!), showing how gay men
and feminists collaborated to create a supportive community for those affected by the
AIDS epidemic, to improve health care, and to oppose homophobia and misogyny
during the culture wars of the 1980s and 1990s. Carroll contends that social policies
that encourage the political mobilization of marginalized groups and foster coalitions
across identity differences are the most effective means of solving social problems and
realizing democracy.
Examines the culture, politics, and history of the movement for environmental justice in
New York City, tracking activism in four neighborhoods on issues of public health,
garbage, and energy systems in the context of privatization, deregulation, and
globalization. Racial minority and low-income communities often suffer disproportionate
effects of urban environmental problems. Environmental justice advocates argue that
these communities are on the front lines of environmental and health risks. In Noxious
New York, Julie Sze analyzes the culture, politics, and history of environmental justice
activism in New York City within the larger context of privatization, deregulation, and
globalization. She tracks urban planning and environmental health activism in four gritty
New York neighborhoods: Brooklyn's Sunset Park and Williamsburg sections, West
Harlem, and the South Bronx. In these communities, activism flourished in the 1980s
and 1990s in response to economic decay and a concentration of noxious incinerators,
solid waste transfer stations, and power plants. Sze describes the emergence of local
campaigns organized around issues of asthma, garbage, and energy systems, and
how, in each neighborhood, activists framed their arguments in the vocabulary of
environmental justice. Sze shows that the linkage of planning and public health in New
York City goes back to the nineteenth century's sanitation movement, and she looks at
the city's history of garbage, sewage, and sludge management. She analyzes the
influence of race, family, and gender politics on asthma activism and examines
community activists' responses to garbage privatization and energy deregulation.
Finally, she looks at how activist groups have begun to shift from fighting particular
siting and land use decisions to engaging in a larger process of community planning
and community-based research projects. Drawing extensively on fieldwork and
interviews with community members and activists, Sze illuminates the complex mix of
local and global issues that fuels environmental justice activism.
The Routledge Handbook of Environmental Justice presents an extensive and cuttingedge introduction to the diverse, rapidly growing body of research on pressing issues of
environmental justice and injustice. With wide-ranging discussion of current debates,
controversies, and questions in the history, theory, and methods of environmental
justice research, contributed by over 90 leading social scientists, natural scientists,
humanists, and scholars from professional disciplines from six continents, it is an
essential resource both for newcomers to this research and for experienced scholars
and practitioners. The chapters of this volume examine the roots of environmental
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justice activism, lay out and assess key theories and approaches, and consider the
many different substantive issues that have been the subject of activism, empirical
research, and policy development throughout the world. The Handbook features critical
reviews of quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methodological approaches and explicitly
addresses interdisciplinarity, transdisciplinarity, and engaged research. Instead of
adopting a narrow regional focus, it tackles substantive issues and presents
perspectives from political and cultural systems across the world, as well as addressing
activism for environmental justice at the global scale. Its chapters do not simply review
the state of the art, but also propose new conceptual frameworks and directions for
research, policy, and practice. Providing detailed but accessible overviews of the
complex, varied dimensions of environmental justice and injustice, the Handbook is an
essential guide and reference not only for researchers engaged with environmental
justice, but also for undergraduate and graduate teaching and for policymakers and
activists.

The essays in this book demonstrate the breadth and vitality of American
intellectual history. Their core theme is the diversity of both American intellectual
life and of the frameworks that we must use to make sense of that diversity. The
Worlds of American Intellectual History has at its heart studies of American
thinkers. Yet it follows these thinkers and their ideas as they have crossed
national, institutional, and intellectual boundaries. The volume explores ways in
which American ideas have circulated in different cultures. It also examines the
multiple sites--from social movements, museums, and courtrooms to popular and
scholarly books and periodicals--in which people have articulated and deployed
ideas within and beyond the borders of the United States. At these cultural
frontiers, the authors demonstrate, multiple interactions have occurred - some
friendly and mutually enriching, others laden with tension, misunderstandings,
and conflict. The same holds for other kinds of borders, such as those within and
between scholarly disciplines, or between American history and the histories of
other cultures. The richness of contemporary American intellectual history
springs from the variety of worlds with which it must engage. Intellectual
historians have always relished being able to move back and forth between close
readings of particular texts and efforts to make sense of broader cultural
dispositions. That range is on display in this volume, which includes essays by
scholars as fully at home in the disciplines of philosophy, literature, economics,
sociology, political science, education, science, religion, and law as they are in
history. It includes essays by prominent historians of European thought, attuned
to the transatlantic conversations in which Europeans and Americans have been
engaged since the seventeenth century, and American historians whose work
has carried them not only to different regions in North America but across the
North Atlantic to Europe, across the South Atlantic to Africa, and across the
Pacific to South Asia.
"This book can easily be adopted in numerous courses in the social sciences and
humanities and should be required reading for all interested in understanding the
complex dynamics of globalization."--Celestino Fernández, University of Arizona.
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"In this brilliant work, Professor Julian Kunnie has explored and established the
underlying connections between globalization and the multiple threats to nature
and life at the lower half of the pyramid. Such deep seated humane writings will
serve the cause of climate justice to a great extent."--Soumya Dutta, Beyond
Copenhagen Collective. Over the past 25 years, numerous books have been
written on the advantages and disadvantages of globalization. But the issues
arising from rapid global integration have generally been treated in isolation by
most academic works. This volume examines the many pitfalls of globalization
from the perspective of impoverished and indigenous peoples, including the
widening wealth gap, the struggle for restoration of dispossessed lands and
cultural rights, global warming and ecological annihilation, and the experiences of
women in underdeveloped regions who receive little benefit from their labor and
are subject to violence. The United States' growing prison industrial complex is
discussed as an outgrowth of globalization practices that restrict economic
mobility. The author concludes with a call for reassessing current ways of living
and proposes recreating cultures of conservation and sustainable economies in
harmony with the Earth.
This book provides geographic perspectives and approaches for use in
assessing the distribution of environmental health hazards and disease outcomes
among disadvantaged population groups. Estimates suggest that about 40 per
cent of the global burden of disease is attributable to exposures to biological and
chemical pathogens in the physical environment. And with today's rapid rate of
globalization, and these hazardous health effects are likely to increase, with low
income and underrepresented communities facing even greater risks. In many
places around the world, marginalized communities unwillingly serve as hosts of
noxious facilities such as chemical industrial plants, extractive facilities (oil and
mining) and other destructive land use activities. Others are being used as illegal
dumping grounds for hazardous materials and electronic wastes resulting in air,
soil and groundwater contamination. The book informs readers about the
geography and emergent health risks that accompany the location of these
hazards, with emphasis on vulnerable population groups. The approach is
applications-oriented, illustrating the use of health data and geographic
approaches to uncover the root causes, contextual factors and processes that
produce contaminated environments. Case studies are drawn from the author's
research in the United States and Africa, along with a literature review of related
studies completed in Europe, Asia and South America. This comparative
approach allows readers to better understand the manifestation of environmental
hazards and inequities at different spatial scales with localized disparities evident
in both developed and developing countries.
Tracing the history of environmental policy and politics from the seminal
moments of 1978 at Love Canal to current environmental justice disputes, this indepth study offers a cross-border analysis of the modern environmental
movement that should be of interest to students and practitioners, academics and
Page 11/13

Read PDF Noxious New York The Racial Politics Of Urban Health And
Environmental Justice Urban And Industrial Environments
activists. Though no explicit environmental justice movement has developed in
Canada, questions of fairness and equity in issues like the recent Toronto
garbage crisis are central to many of the country's environmental conflicts. The
location of Love Canal and other hazardous waste facilities on the New YorkOntario border allows for striking national comparisons without sacrificing
attention to local and regional detail. Just as the issues surrounding Love Canal
have shaped environmental management many years after the event, so too the
environmental justice movement is making its mark on contemporary policy and
politics in ways that we are likely to recognize many years from now. Academics
please note that this is a title classified as having a restricted allocation of
complimentary copies; complimentary copies remain readily available to adopters
and to academics very likely to adopt this title in the coming academic year.
When adoption possibilities are less strong and/or further in the future,
academics are requested to purchase the title at an academic discount, with the
proviso that UTP Higher Education will happily refund the purchase price (with or
without a receipt) if the book is indeed adopted.
Manhattan Atmospheres uncovers an alternative environmental history of New
York, examining the megastructural apartments, verdant corporate atria,
enormous trading rooms, and mammoth museum galleries built between the
1960s and early 1980s. David Gissen demonstrates how these sealed
environments were not closed off conceptually from the surrounding city but key
sites of environmental production and a new type of socionatural form.
This book presents thoughtful reflections and in-depth, critical analyses of the
new challenges and opportunities instructors face in teaching race during what
has been called the “post-racial era”. It examines the racial dimensions of the
current political, economic, and cultural climate. The book features renowned
scholars and experienced teachers from a range of disciplines and offers
successful strategies for teaching important concepts through case studies and
active learning exercises. It provides innovative strategies, novel lesson plans
and classroom activities for college and university professors who seek effective
methods and materials for teaching about race and racism to today’s students. A
valuable handbook for educators, this book should be required reading for all
graduate students and college instructors.
A scholar of race and a leader in the Afro-Asian solidarity movement, Cedric
Dover embodied the 20th-century cosmopolitan redefinition of racial identity.
Tracing Dover's evolution through his relationships with W.E.B. Du Bois,
Langston Hughes, and Paul Robeson, this book tracks racial identity in the
twentieth century.
"In Popular Culture in the Age of White Flight, Eric Avila offers a unique argument
about the restructuring of urban space in the two decades following World War II
and the role played by new suburban spaces in dramatically transforming the
political culture of the United States. Avila's work helps us see how and why the
postwar suburb produced the political culture of 'balanced budget conservatism'
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that is now the dominant force in politics, how the eclipse of the New Deal since
the 1970s represents not only a change of views but also an alteration of
spaces."—George Lipsitz, author of The Possessive Investment in Whiteness
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