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This book explores the ideological rivalry which is fuelling political instability in Muslim polities, discussing this in relation to Pakistan. It argues
that the principal dilemma for Muslim polities is how to reconcile modernity and tradition. It discusses existing scholarship on the subject,
outlines how Muslim political thought and political culture have developed over time, and then relates all this to Pakistan’s political evolution,
present political culture, and growing instability. The book concludes that traditionalist and secularist approaches to reconciling modernity and
tradition have not succeeded, and have in fact led to instability, and that a revivalist approach is more likely to be successful.
This book explores how there is latitude for people to make their own choices and how the chances to assert independence change over time
in a Muslim, Arab, tribal culture. The book first gives a brief overview of day-to-day life in the Dhofar region of southern Oman, then focuses
on how the traits of self-control and self-respect are linked in the everyday actions of several groups of tribes who speak Gibali (Jibbali, also
known as Shari/??eret), a non-written, Modern South Arabian language. Although no work can express the totality of a culture, this text
describes how Gibalis are constantly shifting between preserving autonomy and signaling membership in family, tribal, and national
communities. The work reflects observations and conclusions from over ten years of research into the history and culture of the Dhofar region
along with longstanding, deep involvement with both men and women in the Gibali community.
This book traces the development of Oman's inclusive agreements and highlights their importance for international negotiations, dealing with
issues most relevant to humanity's own survival today, nuclear weapons or climate change. In Oman, a historical seafaring nation on the
south-eastern corner of the Arabian Peninsula, a culture of agreement that accommodates the interests of everyone has developed around
the division of scarce water resources. Life in the arid inland of the Omani Hajar mountains would not have been possible without water.
Irrigation channel (falaj) construction is extremely old and skilful therein. Local practices evolved around the division of water and land on the
basis of fairness. The community would be best served by inclusion and the avoidance of conflict. A specific Islamic school called Ibadi
arrived at Oman early on in the eighth century. Ibadi scholars conserved local practices. Consultation and mediation by sheikhs and the
religious leader, Imam, became the law of the land. The Omanis were known as the People of Consultation, Ahl Al Shura. In time, the
practice of inclusive agreements would extend far beyond the village level, affecting Oman ?s foreign policy under Sultan Qaboos. Oman ?s
water diplomacy succeeded in uniting the contestants of the Middle East Peace Process in the 1990s to work together on common problems
of water desalination.
This volume engages with Jürgen Habermas’s political theory from critical perspectives beyond its Western European origins. In particular, it
explores the challenges of democratizing, decolonizing and desecularizing his theory for global contexts, and proposes ‘deprovincializing’
reformulations for contemporary political and social issues.
This book examines the civil–social interactions which have shaped and continue to influence the political and social development of modern
Gulf societies. It analyses the influence of public and private social spaces, such as sports arenas and dawawin as well as developments in
the legal and cultural spheres. Geographically, the volume covers Bahrain, Iran, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. Each
chapter discusses a different aspect of current trends in society, offering a multidimensional perspective on recent developments. In so doing,
the chapters highlight the existence of a growing participation culture as a force for dynamic social change in a global context. Bringing to
attention the continuing social change in public and private spaces, which have increased public social interactions within the last ten years,
this books also demonstrates the opening of dialogues between the public and the authorities. The contributors are established scholars
living in the Gulf, as well as academics with long-term field research in the region, thus providing unique perspectives on current sociopolitical
trends in the Gulf states. Participation Culture in the Gulf will be useful to students and scholars of Middle Eastern politics and society, as well
as social movements and political participation more generally.
This book discusses the idea that there is a specific Islamic form of entrepreneurship. Based on extensive original research amongst small
and medium sized enterprises in Saudi Arabia, it shows how businesses are started and how they grow in the context of an Islamic economy
and society. It argues that as specific Islamic approaches to a wide range of economic activities are being formulated and implemented, there
is indeed a particular Islamic approach to entrepreneurship. Examining the relationship between Islamic values and entrepreneurial activity,
the book considers whether such values can be more effectively used in order to raise the profile of Islamic entrepreneurship, and also to
promote alternatives to development in the contemporary business environment. The book analyses the nature of entrepreneurship, and the
special qualities of Islamic entrepreneurship, and discusses how the Islamic approach to entrepreneurship can be encouraged and developed
further still
This book is a cultural history, offering an historical account of the formation of a distinctive Omani culture; arguing that it is in this unique
culture that a specific conception and practice of diplomacy has been developed.
This book offers a new perspective on the issue of modernity through a series of interconnected essays. Drawing centrally on the works of
Castoriadis, Luhmann, Heller and Lefort, and in critical discussion with Weber, Durkheim, Simmel, Adorno, Habermas and Taylor, the author
argues that modernity is not only a unique historical creation but also a multiple one. With a focus on five broad themes - the problem of
understanding of modernity after the decline of grand narratives; the complexity of the modern condition; politics, especially with reference to
freedom and totalitarian regimes; the variety and density of modern life; and the centrality of a concept of culture to social and critical theory John Rundell advances the view that modernity is not the outcome of an evolutionary process or historical development, but is unique and
indeterminate, as are the constitutive dimensions that can be identified as 'modern'. There are, then, different modernities. A rigorous
engagement with a range of prominent and contemporary social theorists, Imaginaries of Modernity casts new light on the significance of
understanding the multidimensional character of modernity and the plurality of its forms beyond the conventional paradigms associated with
only the West. As such, it will appeal to scholars of social theory, critical theory, sociology and philosophy concerned with questions of
culture, politics and modernity.
The Dhufar revolution in Oman (1965-1976) was the longest running major armed struggle in the history of the Arabian Peninsula, Britain's
last classic colonial war in the region, and one of the highlights of the Cold War in the Middle East.Monsoon Revolution retrieves the political,
social, and cultural history of that remarkable process. Relying upon a wide range of untapped Arab and British archival and oral sources, it
revises the modern history of Oman by revealing the centrality of popular movements in shaping events and outcomes. The ties that bound
transnational anti-colonial networks are explored, and Dhufar is revealed to be an ideal vantage point from which to demonstrate the
centrality of South-South connections in modern Arab history.
The Muslim Brotherhood is one of the oldest and most influential Islamist movements. As the party ascends to power in Egypt, it is poised to
adopt a new system of governance and state–society relations, the effects of which are likely to extend well beyond Egypt’s national borders.
This book examines the Brotherhood’s visions and practices, from its inception in 1928, up to its response to the 2011 uprising, as it moves
to redefine democracy along Islamic lines. The book analyses the Muslim Brotherhood’s position on key issues such as gender, religious
minorities, and political plurality, and critically analyses whether claims that the Brotherhood has abandoned extremism and should be
engaged with as a moderate political force can be substantiated. It also considers the wider political context of the region, and assesses the
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extent to which the Brotherhood has the potential to transform politics in the Middle East.
In recent years bitter controversies have erupted across Europe and the Middle East about women’s veiling, and especially their wearing of
the face-veil or niqab. Yet the deeper issues contained within these controversies – secularism versus religious belief, individual freedom
versus social or family coercion, identity versus integration – are not new but are strikingly prefigured by earlier conflicts. This book examines
the state-sponsored anti-veiling campaigns which swept across wide swathes of the Muslim world in the interwar period, especially in Turkey
and the Balkans, Iran, Afghanistan and the Soviet republics of the Caucasus and Central Asia. It shows how veiling was officially discouraged
and ridiculed as backward and, although it was rarely banned, veiling was politicized and turned into a rallying-point for a wider opposition.
Asking a number of questions about this earlier anti-veiling discourse and the policies flowing from it, and the reactions which it provoked, the
book illuminates and contextualizes contemporary debates about gender, Islam and modernism.
'the most convenient and reliable starting point for information on public affairs' - George J. Mitchell, US Senator. Each copy comes with
FREE online access to www.statesmansyearbook.com . Site license upgrades are also available for libraries who wish to network the data.
New this year: a chronology of the 'credit crunch.'
This book provides detailed coverage of all the key conflict-related developments since the Arab Spring, a seminal event that began in
December 2010 and continues to have major influence on events in the Middle East, North Africa, and beyond. This important reference
offers readers a thorough understanding of the nature of the various conflicts that have erupted in the Middle East and North Africa following
the Arab Spring. Clear and concise explanations of important concepts related to Islam, ideology, and ethnicity and the economic, social, and
cultural forces propelling conflict and revolution in the region will enable readers to gain insight into key developments there. Biographical and
organizational profiles combined with succinct overviews of each country provide a strong research foundation for students. The book offers
detailed descriptions of the minority groups that have suffered violence from both the countries and the societies around them, sometimes
generating refugee flows that engage neighboring states in security issues. It also discusses the role of women in the region during these
turbulent times. Primary source documents and a chronology highlight political struggles to reach durable agreements and develop
institutions to meet basic human needs in the modern Middle East. Covers military, political, and social topics connected with modern conflict
in the Middle East in more than 200 A–Z entries Features contributions from dozens of distinguished scholars and independent historians
from a variety of disciplines Includes illuminating overview essays on 22 countries in the Middle East and North Africa Supplements entries
with primary source documents relevant to modern conflict in the Middle East
Oman is the inheritor of a unique political tradition, the imama (imamate), and has a special place in the Arab Islamic world. From the eighth
century and for more than a thousand years, the story of Oman was essentially a story of an original, minority, movement: the Ibadi. This long
period was marked by the search for a just imama through the Ibadi model of the Islamic State. Hussein Ghubash’s well-researched book
takes the reader on an historical voyage through geography, politics, and culture of the region, from the sixteenth century to the present day.
Oman has long-standing ties with East Africa as well as Europe; the first contact between Oman and European imperialist powers took place
at the dawn of the 1500s with the arrival of the Portuguese, eventually followed by the Dutch, French and British. Persuasive, thorough and
drawing on Western as well as Islamic political theory, this book analyzes the different historical and geopolitical roles of this strategic
country. Thanks to its millennial tradition, Oman enjoys a solid national culture and a stable socio-political situation. Today, it is moving
steadily towards a democratic future.
Attempts to make a connection between the economic system and its social and political consequences within Muslim societies. To do this,
this book examines the role of Islam within Muslim societies in the context of neoliberal economic processes in a globalized world.
This book focuses on Islamic family law as interpreted and applied by judges in Europe, Australia and North America. It uses court
transcriptions and observations to discuss how the most contentious marriage-related issues - consent and age of spouses, dower,
polygamy, and divorce - are adjudicated. The solutions proposed by different legal systems are reviewed , and some broader questions are
addressed: how Islamic principles are harmonized with norms based on gender equality, how parties bargain strategically in and out of court,
and how Muslim diasporas align their Islamic worldview with a Western normative narrative.

Discover this beguiling destination with the most incisive and entertaining guidebook on the market. Whether you plan to watch
turtles lay their eggs at Ras Al Jinz,shop for bargains at the labyrinthine Muttrah Souk or hike the Hajar mountains, The Rough
Guide to Oman will show you the ideal places to sleep, eat, drink, shop and visit along the way. - Independent, trusted reviews
written with Rough Guides' trademark blend of humour, honesty and insight, to help you get the most out of your visit, with options
to suit every budget. - Full-colour maps throughout - navigate the historic quarter of Old Muscat or plot your route along the Rustaq
Loop without needing to get online - Stunning images - a rich collection of inspiring colour photography. - Things not to miss Rough Guides' rundown of Oman's best sights and experiences. - Itineraries - carefully planned routes to help you organize your
trip. Detailed regional coverage - whether off the beaten track or in more mainstream tourist destinations, this travel guide has indepth practical advice for every step of the way. Areas covered include: Muscat; the Hajar mountains; Nizwa; Al Hamra; Al
Batinah; Seeb; Barka; the Rustaq Loop; the Musandam peninsula; Khasab; Sharqiya; Sur; Saiq Plateau; Dhofar. Attractions
include: Sultan Qaboos Mosque; Jebel Shams; Jabrin Fort; Khor ash Sham; Jebel Harim; Ras al Jinz; Wahiba Sands; souks;
wadis. - Basics - essential pre-departure practical information including getting there, local transport, accommodation, food and
drink, health, the media, festivals, outdoor activities, culture and etiquette, and more. Background information - a Contexts chapter
devoted to history, wildlife and recommended books, with a useful language section and glossary. Make the Most of Your Time on
Earth with The Rough Guide to Oman About Rough Guides : Escape the everyday with Rough Guides. We are a leading travel
publisher known for our "tell it like it is" attitude, up-to-date content and great writing. Since 1982, we've published books covering
more than 120 destinations around the globe, with an ever-growing series of ebooks, a range of beautiful, inspirational reference
titles, and an award-winning website. We pride ourselves on our accurate, honest and informed travel guides.
Cultivating the Past, Living the Modern explores how and why heritage has emerged as a prevalent force in building the modern
nation state of Oman. Amal Sachedina analyses the relations with the past that undergird the shift in Oman from an Ibadi shari'a
Imamate (1913–1958) to a modern nation state from 1970 onwards. Since its inception as a nation state, material forms in the
Sultanate of Oman—such as old mosques and shari'a manuscripts, restored forts, national symbols such as the coffee pot or the
dagger (khanjar), and archaeological sites—have saturated the landscape, becoming increasingly ubiquitous as part of a
standardized public and visual memorialization of the past. Oman's expanding heritage industry, exemplified by the boom in
museums, exhibitions, street montages, and cultural festivals, shapes a distinctly national geography and territorialized narrative.
But Cultivating the Past, Living the Modern demonstrates there are consequences to this celebration of heritage. As the national
narrative conditions the way people ethically work on themselves through evoking forms of heritage, it also generates anxieties
and emotional sensibilities that seek to address the erasures and occlusions of the past.
Topics such as the compatibility of Islam and democracy, and the question of whether democracy can be encouraged in the
Middle East are looked at carefully. Contributors evaluate the circumstances under which democracy can be imposed by outside
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force, and ask what forces are driving the confrontation between the West and Islam, before looking at how this confrontation is
likely to develop. -Whereas most studies of Islamism focus on politics and religious ideology, this book analyses the ways in which Islamism in the
Arab world is defined, reflected, transmitted and contested in a variety of creative and other cultural forms. It covers a range of
contexts of production and reception, from the early twentieth century to the present, and with reference to cultural production in
and/or about Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, the Gulf, Lebanon and Israel/Palestine. The material engaged with is
produced in Arabic, English and French and includes fiction, autobiography, feature films, television series, television reportage,
the press, rap music and video games. Throughout, the book highlights the multiple forms and contested interpretations of
Islamism in the Arab world, exploring trends and tensions in the ways Islamism is represented to (primarily) Arab audiences and
complicating simplistic perspectives on this phenomenon. The book considers repeated and idiosyncratic themes, modes of
characterisation, motifs, structures of feeling and forms of engagement, in the context of an ongoing struggle for symbolic power in
the region.
Presents entries A to L of a two-volume encyclopedia discussing religion around the globe, including biographies, concepts and
theories, places, social issues, movements, texts, and traditions.
This handbook presents precise yet accessible up-to-date information about the geography, history, culture, politics, and economy
of 49 Asian states, ranging from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and China to India, Russia, and Yemen. The targeted readership
consists primarily of scholars, students, teachers, journalists, and other mediators of political education as well as anyone
interested in politics. It is a basic work that contributes to comparative assessments of this hugely important and diverse region.
This volume offers a comprehensive discussion of the contemporary debates within political Islam, providing an in-depth analysis
of the specific movements, countries and regions in the Arab world and Israel. The contributors contend that the evolution of
Islamic movements is contextual rather than ideological. Therefore, Islamic movements are best understood individually within
their own historical, socio-political and cultural setting. Political Islam is an essential reference for academi, researchers and the
media, as well as general readers with an interest in Islamic political debates. Contributors include Abdullah Baabood, Youcef
Bouandel, Abdelwahab El-Affendi, Kamal Helbawy, Roel Meijer, Ibrahim Moussawi, Tariq Ramadan, Tilde Rosmer, Murad Batal alShishani, Sara Silvestri and Camille Tawil. '[Hroub's] work on Hamas is exceptional ... a lucid, informative and extremely valuable
introduction to this complex organisation.' Sara Roy, Harvard University
Knowledge and Education in Classical Islam: Religious Learning between Continuity and Change offers fascinating new insights
into key issues of learning and human development in classical Islam, including their shared characteristics, influence, and
interdependence with historical, non-Muslim educational cultures.

From the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 in New York to the Madrid and London bombings of 2004 and 2005, the
presence of Muslim communities in the West has generated security issues and major political concern. The government,
the media, and the general public have raised questions regarding potential links between Western Muslims, radical
Islam and terrorism. This speculation has given rise to popular myths concerning the Islamic world and led to a host of
illiberal measures such as illegal warranting, denial of Habeas Corpus, "black prisons" and extreme torture throughout
the democratic world. This book challenges the authenticity of these myths and examines the ways in which they have
been used to provide an ideological cover for the "war on terror" and the subsequent Iraq war. It argues that they are not
only unfounded and hollow, but have also served a dangerous purpose, namely war-mongering and the empowering of
the national-security state. It further considers the origin and transmission of these myths, focusing on media,
government policy and popular discourse.
In this fourth and final volume of the CARE-ing for Integral Development series, Ronnie Lessem integrates all that has
come before in terms of: Community activation; Awakening integral consciousness; and institutionalized Research. Here
he focuses on individual and community development alongside that of the organization or society, and sets it in the
context of an integral economy. The four critical success factors identified in recognizing and releasing integral
development aligned with CARE are: GROUNDING – linking up with and building upon existing local and global
movements for socio-economic development; EMERGENCE – maintaining interconnected focus; NAVIGATING –
locating and developing GENE-ius in a particular community/society; EFFECTING – committing to resolving an issue and
identifying the most fertile development path. Embodying Integral Development offers a comprehensive system of
accreditation. Supported by examples and illustrations of CARE, this book makes a case for Integral Development as a
whole. It argues that it is a qualitative means of self-assessment rather than a quantitative one, focused on engagement,
immersion and interpretation, as well as evaluation, rather than empirical verification.
The ideal introduction to the history of modern Oman from the eighteenth century to the present, this book combines the
most recent scholarship on Omani history with insights drawn from a close analysis of the politics and international
relations of contemporary Oman. Jeremy Jones and Nicholas Ridout offer a distinctive new approach to Omani history,
building on postcolonial thought and integrating the study of politics and culture. The book addresses key topics including
Oman's historical cosmopolitanism, the distinctive role of Omani Islam in the country's social and political life, Oman's
role in the global economy of the nineteenth century, insurrection and revolution in the twentieth century, the role of
Sultan Qaboos in the era of oil and Oman's unique regional and diplomatic perspective on contemporary issues.
"The Middle East is a major focus of world interest. This revised and updated atlas provides accessible, concisely written
entries on the most important current issues in the Middle East, combining maps with their geopolitical background.
Providing a clear context for analysis of key concerns, it includes background topics, the position of the Middle East in the
world and profiles of the constituent countries."--Publisher.
The Historical Dictionary of Arab and Islamic Organizations focuses on international and regional organizations primarily
in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. With more than 300 cross-referenced entries, this volume includes
both major and minor organizations. While the emphasis is on intergovernmental institutions, it also covers nongovernmental organizations, key countries, movements, and prominent figures in the Arab and Islamic world. Like other
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dictionaries of this type, it includes an introductory essay, chronology of major events, and a select bibliography for
further reading. It provides a solid starting point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the
subject.
This book is a study of the origin and development of the Ibadi Imamate ideal into its medieval Arabian and North African
articulations, this study traces the distinctive features of the Ibadi imama to precedents among the early Kharijites,
Rashidun Caliphs and pre-Islamic Arabs.
This book is the first to provide a complete overview of Islamic extremism in Kuwait. It traces the development of Islamist
fundamentalist groups in Kuwait, both Shiite and Sunni, from the beginning of the twentieth century. It outlines the nature
and origins of the many different groups, considers their ideology and organization, shows how their activities are
intertwined with the wider economy, society and politics to the extent that they are now a strong part of society, and
discusses their armed activities, including terrorist activities. Although focusing on Kuwait, it includes overage of the
activities of Islamist groups in other Gulf States. It also discusses the relation between Ruling Families with Islamist
political groups, thereby demonstrating that the intertwining of Islamic ideology and armed activities with politics is not a
new development in the region.
This pioneering book is the first comprehensive study of the Red Sea as a sub-region of the international system in its
own right. Examining the international politics of the Red Sea region from the Cold War to the present day, it argues that
the Red Sea area demonstrates the characteristics of a sub-regional system, given its increasing economic and social
interdependence, greater regional integration, and flows of resources across it. It details how stronger regional powers Egypt, Israel and Saudi Arabia - which co-habit the sub-region with much weaker, vulnerable and fragile states, are
seeking to stamp their own authority on this dynamic sub-region. They have attempted to do so, the authors show,
through extension of their military and economic influence where ever possible, while also forging regional partnerships
aimed at protecting their interests or to fend off possible encroachment of others. The book discusses in great detail the
security and military dynamics of the sub-region; land and maritime borders; as well as economic issues, including trade,
migration, capital flows and transport. It covers developments across the Red Sea and also within all the states of this
newly-forming sub-region.
The leaders of the oil-rich rentier states of the Middle East, and in particular in the Gulf, have hitherto often predicated their
legitimacy on a tacit social contract with their (much poorer) populations. This social contract consists of little or no direct taxation,
with some sort of subsidised living. But the casualty of this tacit agreement is often political participation, an issue which has come
to the forefront in the Middle East following the 'Arab Spring' of 2011. Here, Sulaiman Al-Farsi looks at the impact the rentier
nature of the Gulf States has on political participation, focusing on the nexus between tribe, religion and a new generation of
young, highly educated citizens that is present in Oman. Specifically exploring the concept of shura (consultation), and how
nascent concepts of democracy in the practice of shura have impacted and shaped the process of democratisation, Al-Farsi's book
is vital in the examination of the political discourse surrounding democratisation across one of the most strategically important, but
little understood states in the Middle East.
Oman is the inheritor of a unique political tradition, the imama (imamate), and has a special place in the Arab Islamic world. From
the eighth century and for more than a thousand years, the story of Oman was essentially a story of an original, minority,
movement: the Ibadi. This long period was marked by the search for a just imama through the Ibadi model of the Islamic State.
Hussein Ghubash's well-researched book takes the reader on an historical voyage through geography, politics, and culture of the
region, from the sixteenth century to the present day. Oman has long-standing ties with East Africa as well as Europe; the first
contact between Oman and European imperialist powers took place at the dawn of the 1500s with the arrival of the Portuguese,
eventually followed by the Dutch, French and British. Persuasive, thorough and drawing on Western as well as Islamic political
theory, this book analyzes the different historical and geopolitical roles of this strategic country. Thanks to its millennial tradition,
Oman enjoys a solid national culture and a stable socio-political situation. Today, it is moving steadily towards a democratic future.
This book explores the activities of the local Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan. It examines how the Brotherhood, working to establish
an alternative social, political and moral order through a network of Islamic institutions, made a huge contribution to the
transformation of Jordanian society. It reveals, however, that the Brotherhood’s involvement in the economic realm, in Islamic
financial activities, led it to engage with the neo-liberal approach to the economy, with the result that the Islamic social institutions
created by the Brotherhood, such as charities, lost their importance in favour of profit-oriented activities owned by leading Islamist
individuals. The book thereby demonstrates the "hybridisation" of Islamism, and argues that Islamism is not an abstract set of
beliefs, but rather a collection of historically constructed practices. The book also illustrates how globalisation is profoundly
influencing culture and society in the Arab world, though modified by the adoption of an Islamic framework.
The recent "Arab spring", with its popular uprisings in many Arab countries, has exposed the ambiguity at the heart of American
promotion of democracy in the Middle East. The US invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq were packaged as democracy promotion,
as heralding the beginning of a new phase in the politics of the Middle East when democracy would replace authoritarian regimes.
Many of these authoritarian regimes, however, were sustained by US support. The recent popular uprisings threaten to bring
democracy without promotion by the US, and threaten to overthrow regimes previously supported by the US and important for US
strategy in the region – hence an initial hesitant response by the US to some of the uprisings. This book explores the
contradictions in American democracy promotion in the Middle East. It discusses the principles underlying US democracy
promotion, and the debates surrounding US policy formation, and examines the application of US democracy promotion in specific
cases. It concludes by assessing the likely future patterns of US engagement with democratic reform in the Middle East.
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