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Will works of the imagination ever regain the power they once had to challenge and mould
society and the individual? This was the question posed by Edgar Wind's influential Reith
Lectures delivered in 1960 and later expanded into his book Art and Anarchy. The book
examines the various forces that have fashioned the modern view of the art, from
mechanization and fear of intellect to connoisseurship and--perhaps the fundamental
weakness of our age--the dispassionate acceptance of art. In the course of his discussion,
Wind surveyed a wide range of topics in the history of painting, literature, music, and the
plastic arts from the Renaissance to modern times.
Monsters, grotesque creatures, and giants were frequently depicted in Italian Renaissance
landscape design, yet they have rarely been studied. Their ubiquity indicates that gardens of
the period conveyed darker, more disturbing themes than has been acknowledged. In The
Monster in the Garden, Luke Morgan argues that the monster is a key figure in Renaissance
culture. Monsters were ciphers for contemporary anxieties about normative social life and
identity. Drawing on sixteenth-century medical, legal, and scientific texts, as well as recent
scholarship on monstrosity, abnormality, and difference in early modern Europe, he considers
the garden within a broader framework of inquiry. Developing a new conceptual model of
Renaissance landscape design, Morgan argues that the presence of monsters was not
incidental but an essential feature of the experience of gardens.
A collection of essays by the art historian Aby Warburg, these essays look beyond iconography
to more psychological aspects of artistic creation: the conditions under which art was practised;
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its social and cultural contexts; and its conceivable historical meaning.
A Chronicle of the Last Pagans is a history of the triumph of Christianity in the Roman Empire
as told from the perspective of the defeated: the adherents of the mysteries, cults, and
philosophies that dominated Greco-Roman culture. With a sovereign command of the diverse
evidence, Pierre Chuvin portrays the complex spiritual, intellectual, and political lives of
professing pagans after Christianity became the state religion. While recreating the unfolding
drama of their fate--their gradual loss of power, exclusion from political, military, and civic
positions, their assimilation, and finally their persecution--he records a remarkable persistence
of pagan religiosity and illustrates the fruitful interaction between Christianity and paganism.
The author points to the implications of this late paganism for subsequent developments in the
Byzantine Empire and the West. Chuvin's compelling account of an often forgotten world of
pagan culture rescues an important aspect of our spiritual heritage and provides new
understanding of Late Antiquity.
This is the first book devoted to investigating the scholarly commonplace that Erasmus’ revival
of classical learning defines his evangelical humanism. It acknowledges that it was a feat for
him to challenge the obscurantism of late medieval schooling by restoring classical studies. It
recognizes that his editions of Greek and Latin authors alone fix his place in the history of
scholarship. But the plainest questions about this achievement may still be asked, and the
most popular texts freshly interpreted. Was his work only the expression in the ‘idiom of the
Renaissance’ or a perennial Christian humanism? Or did he advance on it theoretically as well
as practically? Did Erasmus contribute conceptually to the interrogation of pagan wisdom with
the Christian economy? Christening Pagan Mysteries proposes that he did. Although doctrinal
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issues involved, this inquiry is not systematically theological. Erasmus wrote no treatise on the
subject that might be so explored. A rhetorical approach, complementary to his own method,
discloses his evangelical humanism through the analysis of three significant texts. The seminal
dialogue Antibarbari provides the conceptual key in one of the most important humanist
declarations in the history of Christian thought to the Renaissance. The Christocentric
conviction it voices is then discerned through new interpretations of two other texts which
christen pagan mysteries in original and important ways: the Moria and the final colloquy,
‘Epicureus,’ in which a pagan goddess and a pagan philosopher are gathered to Christ.
Over the course of the nineteenth century, the figure of Persephone rapidly evolved from what
was essentially a decorative metaphor into a living goddess who embodied the most spiritual
aspects of ancient Greek religion. In the first comprehensive survey of the Persephone myth in
English and American literature of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Margot Louis
explores the transformation of the goddess to provide not only a basis for understanding how
the study of ancient history informed the creation of a new spirituality but for comprehending
the deep and bitter tensions surrounding gender that interacted with this process. Beginning
with an overview of the most influential ancient texts on Persephone and references to
Persephone in Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, and Romantic period writing, Louis shows that
the earliest theories of matriarchy and patriarchal marriage emerged in the 1860s alongside
the first English poems to explore Persephone's story. As scholars began to focus on the
chthonic Mystery cults, and particularly on the Eleusinian Mysteries of Demeter and
Persephone, poets and novelists explored the divisions between mother and daughter
occasioned by patriarchal marriage. Issues of fertility and ritual resonate in Thomas Hardy's
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Tess of the d'Urbervilles and Willa Cather's My Antonia, while the first advance of a neo-pagan
spirituality, as well as early feminist critiques of male mythography and of the Persephone
myth, emerge in Modernist poems and fictions from 1908 to 1927. Informed by the latest
research and theoretical work on myth, Margot Louis's fascinating study shows the
development of Victorian mythography in a new light; offers original takes on Victorian
representations of gender and values; exposes how differently male and female Modernists
dealt with issues of myth, ritual, and ancient spirituality; and uncovers how deeply the study of
ancient spirituality is entwined with controversies about gender.
"Titian's fame as the greatest colorist in the history of painting has led students of his art to
concentrate on problems of style and authenticity rather than on problems of content and
meaning. Dr. Panofsky treats this neglected aspect of the Venetian master's work with a wealth
of humanistic scholarship, exploring such varied topics as Titian's relationship to the
philosophy and literature of his time, his attitude toward the antique, and the reasons behind
his unrivaled acclaim as a portraitist. These studies show Titian to have been a man of far
richer and more complex culture than hitherto assumed, possessed not only of the supremely
gifted hand but of a subtle and poetic mind. Dr. Panofsky thus deepens our insight into the
workings of a great artist's imagination and guides us to a fuller understanding of his genius. At
the time Dr. Panofsky was preparing this book for publication, he wrote: "The illustrations were
made from the best available originals and are all in black-and-white not in spite of but
because of the fact that Titian was the greatest colorist that ever lived."--Book jacket.
An analysis of the famous fresco on the altar wall of the Sistine Chapel evaluates it as a lens
by which to view the end of the Renaissance, arguing that Michelangelo's imagery and
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composition reflect period religious and political upheavals. 30,000 first printing.
Scholars have traditionally viewed the Italian Renaissance artist as a gifted, but poorly
educated craftsman whose complex and demanding works were created with the assistance of
a more educated advisor. These assumptions are, in part, based on research that has focused
primarily on the artist's social rank and workshop training. In this volume, Angela Dressen
explores the range of educational opportunities that were available to the Italian Renaissance
artist. Considering artistic formation within the history of education, Dressen focuses on the
training of highly skilled, average artists, revealing a general level of learning that was much
more substantial than has been assumed. She emphasizes the role of mediators who had a
particular interest in augmenting artists' knowledge, and highlights how artists used Latin and
vernacular texts to gain additional knowledge that they avidly sought. Dressen's volume brings
new insights into a topic at the intersection of early modern intellectual, educational, and art
history.
A controversial examination of the influence and presence of the Norse god Odin in
contemporary history and culture • Documents Odin’s role in the rise of Nazi Germany, the
1960s counterculture revolution, nationalist and ecological political movements, and the occult
revival • Examines the spiritual influence of Odin in relation to Jesus Christ • Profiles key
individuals instrumental in the rise of the modern pagan renaissance Exploring the influence of
the Norse god Odin in the modern world, Richard Rudgley reveals Odin’s central role in the
pagan revival and how this has fueled a wide range of cultural movements and phenomena,
including Nazi Germany, the 1960s counterculture revolution, the Lord of the Rings, the
ecology movement, and the occult underground. Rudgley argues that it is Odin and not Jesus
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Christ who is the single most important spiritual influence in modern Western civilization. He
analyzes the Odin archetype--first revealed by Carl Jung’s famous essay on Wotan--in the
context of pagan religious history and explains the ancient idea of the Web--a cosmic field of
energies that encompasses time, space, and the hidden potentials of humanity—the pagan
equivalent to the Tao of Eastern tradition. The author examines the importance of the concept
of wyrd, which corresponds to “fate” or “destiny,” exploring techniques to read destiny such
as the Runes as well as the existence of yoga in prehistoric and pagan Europe, which later
produced the Norse Utiseta, an ancient system of meditation. Rudgley documents how the
Odin archetype came into play in Nazi Germany with the rise of Hitler and the pagan
counterculture of the 1960s. He examines how the concept of subterranean and mythic realms,
such as the Hollow Earth, Thule, and Agartha, and mysterious energies like Vril were
manifested in both occult and profane ways and investigates key occult figures like Madame
Blavatsky, Guido von List, and Karl Wiligut. He provides pagan analyses of Tolkien and the
Lord of the Rings and documents the impact the Odin archetype has had on nationalist and
fascist groups in America and Europe. Examining pagan groups in Europe and America that
use the Norse template, Rudgley reveals true paganism as holistic and intimately connected
with the forces at work in the life of the planet. Showing how this “green” paganism can be
beneficial for dealing with the adverse consequences of globalization and the ongoing
ecological crisis, he explains how, when repressed, the Odin archetype is responsible for
regressive tendencies and even mass-psychosis--a reflection of the unprecedented chaos of
Ragnarok--but if embraced, the Odin archetype makes it possible for like-minded traditions to
work together in the service of life.
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This is the second volume of Edgar Wind's selected papers, a companion to The Elegance of
Symbols. Of all the scholars associated with the early development of the Warbur Institute
Edgar Wind was the first to apply different theoretical principles to the study of English Art,
above all in his early study of English portraiture, now a classic art history text. As the seminal
essay, it gives title to the present volume, and is here translated into English for the first time.
In this essay, which marked a change of direction in Wind's own development, he argues that
two opposing styles of portraiture, exemplified in the art of Gainsborough and Reynolds, can
be related to the different notions of humanity subscribed to by the philosophers David Hume
and James Beattie. Other important studies, also reprinted here, make this volume an
excellent resource to Wind's tremendous contributions to art history.
Endeavoring to decipher a five-hundred-year old text that weaves a mathematical labyrinth
within a love story, researchers Tom Sullivan and Paul Harris obtain a diary that may contain
the key to the code, but when a fellow researcher is killed, they realize that the book contains a
dangerous secret. 100,000 first printing.
Perhaps the single most revolutionary aspect of the Renaissance was the re-emergence of the
gods and goddesses of antiquity. In the midst of Christian Europe, artists began to decorate
luxury goods with scandalous stories from classical mythology, and rulers to identify
themselves with the deities of ancient religion. The resulting fusion of erotic fantasy and
political power changed the course of Western art and produced many of its most magical and
subversive works. The first book ever to survey this extraordinary phenomenon in its entirety,
The Mirror of the Gods takes the story from the Renaissance to the Baroque. Each chapter
focuses on a particular god (Diana, Apollo, Hercules, Venus, Bacchus, Jupiter) and recounts
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the tales about that deity, not as they appear in classical literature but as they were re-created
by artists such as Botticelli, Titian, Bernini and Rembrandt. And yet this is not a book simply
about painting and sculpture. It is an attempt to re-imagine the entire designed world of the
Renaissance, where the gods also appeared in carnival floats and in banquet displays, and
entertained the public in the form of snow men and fireworks. This rich and original new portrait
of the Renaissance will ensure that readers never see the period in quite the same way again.
A comprehensive examination of the rituals and philosophies of the Celtic holiday of Samhain,
the inspiration for Halloween. • Presents the true meaning of this ancient holiday and shows
how contemporary observances still faithfully reflect the rituals of pagan ancestors. • Explains
why this holiday, largely confined to the English-speaking world since the advent of
Christianity, has spread throughout the rest of Europe over the last two decades. One of
humanity's most enduring myths is that the dead, on certain nights of the year, can leave the
Other World and move freely about the land of the living. Every year on October 31, when the
children of the world parade through the streets dressed as monsters, skeletons, and witches,
they reenact a sacred ceremony whose roots extend to the dawn of time. By receiving gifts of
sweets from strangers, the children establish, on a symbolic plane that exceeds their
understanding, a fraternal exchange between the visible world and the invisible world. Author
Jean Markale meticulously examines the rituals and ceremonies of ancient festivities on this
holiday and shows how they still shape the customs of today's celebration. During the night of
Samhain, the Celtic precursor of today's holiday, the borders between life and death were no
longer regarded as insurmountable barriers. Two-way traffic was temporarily permitted
between this world and the Other World, and the wealth and wisdom of the sidhe, or fairy folk,
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were available to the intrepid individuals who dared to enter their realm. Markale enriches our
understanding of how the transition from the light to the dark half of the year was a moment in
which time stopped and allowed the participants in the week-long festival to attain a level of
consciousness not possible in everyday life, an experience we honor in our modern
celebrations of Halloween.

Please see hardcopy being sent to Lightning.
"Edgar Wind was one of the most distinguished art historians and philosophers of the
twentieth century. He made crucial contributions to debates on aesthetics and on the
interdisciplinary nature of cultural history involving such other leading figures as Ernst
Cassirer and Erwin Panofsky. It is not always realised, however, that his early thinking
was moulded by a concern with the German philosophical tradition, culminating in the
analysis of the meaning and function of scientific experimentation and proof. This first
edition in English of Edgar Wind's important work Das Experiment und die Metaphysik:
Zur Auflosung der kosmologischen Antinomien (1934) also carries a new introduction
by Matthew Rampley, placing Wind's philosophical thinking in context. The work is
being published to coincide with the opening in 2000 of the Sackler Library at Oxford,
which will include a Wind Reading Room."
Renaissance Thinkers contains studies of four of the most important philosophical
writers of the European Renaissance.
In 1462 Pope Pius II performed the only reverse canonization in history, damning a
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living man to an afterlife of torment. What had Sigismondo Malatesta, Lord of Rimini
and a patron of the arts, done to merit this fate? Anthony D’Elia shows how the
recovery of classical literature and art during the Italian Renaissance led to a revival of
paganism.
Frame Work explores how framing devices in the art of Renaissance Italy respond, and
appeal, to viewers in their social, religious, and political context.
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER As seen on The Joe Rogan Experience! A
groundbreaking dive into the role psychedelics have played in the origins of Western
civilization, and the real-life quest for the Holy Grail that could shake the Church to its
foundations. The most influential religious historian of the 20th century, Huston Smith,
once referred to it as the "best-kept secret" in history. Did the Ancient Greeks use drugs
to find God? And did the earliest Christians inherit the same, secret tradition? A
profound knowledge of visionary plants, herbs and fungi passed from one generation to
the next, ever since the Stone Age? There is zero archaeological evidence for the
original Eucharist – the sacred wine said to guarantee life after death for those who
drink the blood of Jesus. The Holy Grail and its miraculous contents have never been
found. In the absence of any hard data, whatever happened at the Last Supper remains
an article of faith for today’s 2.5 billion Christians. In an unprecedented search for
answers, The Immortality Key examines the archaic roots of the ritual that is performed
every Sunday for nearly one third of the planet. Religion and science converge to paint
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a radical picture of Christianity’s founding event. And after centuries of debate, to solve
history’s greatest puzzle. Before the birth of Jesus, the Ancient Greeks found salvation
in their own sacraments. Sacred beverages were routinely consumed as part of the socalled Ancient Mysteries – elaborate rites that led initiates to the brink of death. The
best and brightest from Athens and Rome flocked to the spiritual capital of Eleusis,
where a holy beer unleashed heavenly visions for two thousand years. Others drank
the holy wine of Dionysus to become one with the god. In the 1970s, renegade scholars
claimed this beer and wine – the original sacraments of Western civilization – were
spiked with mind-altering drugs. In recent years, vindication for the disgraced theory
has been quietly mounting in the laboratory. The constantly advancing fields of
archaeobotany and archaeochemistry have hinted at the enduring use of hallucinogenic
drinks in antiquity. And with a single dose of psilocybin, the psychopharmacologists at
Johns Hopkins and NYU are now turning self-proclaimed atheists into instant believers.
But the smoking gun remains elusive. If these sacraments survived for thousands of
years in our remote prehistory, from the Stone Age to the Ancient Greeks, did they also
survive into the age of Jesus? Was the Eucharist of the earliest Christians, in fact, a
psychedelic Eucharist? With an unquenchable thirst for evidence, Muraresku takes the
reader on his twelve-year global hunt for proof. He tours the ruins of Greece with its
government archaeologists. He gains access to the hidden collections of the Louvre to
show the continuity from pagan to Christian wine. He unravels the Ancient Greek of the
Page 11/19

Online Library Pagan Mysteries In The Renaissance Peregrine Books
New Testament with the world’s most controversial priest. He spelunks into the
catacombs under the streets of Rome to decipher the lost symbols of Christianity’s
oldest monuments. He breaches the secret archives of the Vatican to unearth
manuscripts never before translated into English. And with leads from the
archaeological chemists at UPenn and MIT, he unveils the first scientific data for the
ritual use of psychedelic drugs in classical antiquity. The Immortality Key reconstructs
the suppressed history of women consecrating a forbidden, drugged Eucharist that was
later banned by the Church Fathers. Women who were then targeted as witches during
the Inquisition, when Europe’s sacred pharmacology largely disappeared. If the
scientists of today have resurrected this technology, then Christianity is in crisis. Unless
it returns to its roots. Featuring a Foreword by Graham Hancock, the NYT bestselling
author of America Before.
An exploration of philosophical and mystical sources of iconography in Renaissance
art.
The first comprehensive study of its kind, this fully illustrated book establishes
Paganism as a persistent force in European history with a profound influence on
modern thinking. From the serpent goddesses of ancient Crete to modern natureworship and the restoration of the indigenous religions of eastern Europe, this wideranging book offers a rewarding new perspective of European history. In this definitive
study, Prudence Jones and Nigel Pennick draw together the fragmented sources of
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Europe's native religions and establish the coherence and continuity of the Pagan world
vision. Exploring Paganism as it developed from the ancient world through the Celtic
and Germanic periods, the authors finally appraise modern Paganism and its apparent
causes as well as addressing feminist spirituality, the heritage movement, natureworship and `deep' ecology This innovative and comprehensive history of European
Paganism will provide a stimulating, reliable guide to this popular dimension of religious
culture for the academic and the general reader alike.
Drawing on the cutting edge of modern scholarship, this astonishing book completely
undermines the traditional history of Christianity that has been perpetuated for centuries
by the Church and presents overwhelming evidence that the Jesus of the New
Testament is a mythical figure. “Whether you conclude that this book is the most
alarming heresy of the millennium or the mother of all revelations, The Jesus Mysteries
deserves to be read.” —Fort Worth Star-Telegram Far from being eyewitness accounts,
as is traditionally held, the Gospels are actually Jewish adaptations of ancient Pagan
myths of the dying and resurrecting godman Osiris-Dionysus. The supernatural story of
Jesus is not the history of a miraculous Messiah but a carefully crafted spiritual allegory
designed to guide initiates on a journey of mystical discovery. A little more than a
century ago, most people believed that the strange story of Adam and Eve was history;
today it is understood to be a myth. Within a few decades, authors Timothy Freke and
Peter Gandy argue, we will likewise be amazed that the fabulous story of God
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incarnate—who was born of a virgin, who turned water into wine, and who rose from the
dead—could have been interpreted as anything but a profound parable.
Edgar Wind (1900-1971), German-born art historian, cultural historian, and philosopher,
emerges as one of the most brilliant thinkers of his remarkable generation. A student of
Panofsky and Cassirer in Hamburg, he was profoundly influenced by the thought of C.
S. Peirce and, more especially,Aby Warburg, whom he came to know in the two years
before Warburg's death in 1929. Teaching in England and the United States, Wind
would do much to promote an interpretive art history crossing disciplinary boundaries.
This richly illustrated volume collects Wind's published articles and his extensive
unpublished writings on Michelangelo, the latter never before available. His
interpretation of the Sistine Ceiling as a typological programme, its Old Testament
scenes adumbrating New Testament events, stands as aclassic demonstration of the
complex relationships possible between art and ideas. The volume opens with an
introduction to Wind's art-historical work by Elizabeth Sears and a survey of recent
accomplishments in the field of Renaissance theology by John W. O'Malley, Professor
of Church History,Weston Jesuit School of Theology, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Sixteenth-Century Italian Art is a first-rate collection of the major classic and
contemporary writings on the Italian Renaissance. Taking a thematic approach, the
book exemplifies the traditional concerns of the field and presents arguments in a clear,
accessible way. A stellar collection of 23 classic and recent essays on the art and
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architecture of this fascinating period in art history Brings together in a single volume,
important literature on sixteenth-century Italian art from the last half century,
highlighting major topics of recent art historical studies Introduces major topics and
debates in the field, including pagan mysteries, nature and artifice, the art of the body,
and “reformations” of art, theory and practice Includes new translations of texts never
previously published in English Organized thematically, and features substantial
editorial introductions, making this anthology ideal for course use.
Journey into twelve of the world's favorite medieval mysteries and cross the threshold
into the world of the High Middle Ages. From Chaucer's "Canterbury Tales" to Umberto
Eco's "Name of the Rose" to Dan Brown's bestselling "The Da Vinci Code," the
medieval period continues to intrigue, inspire, entertain and fascinate many today. For
the general reader and specialist alike, medieval expert, former Rosslyn Chapel
museum exhibition curator and bestselling author Dr. Karen Ralls guides the reader
through the key historical facts, legends and lore, affiliated places and major symbolism
of each of these 12 popular medieval enigmas, providing a lively introductory portal
which includes some of the lesser-known, sidelined or unacknowledged aspects of
each of these enduring topics. The story of each subject comes alive as never before,
providing a solid introduction for all readers as well as further suggested resources for
teachers and researchers. Also included are photographs, a recommended reading
section, maps, a list of the key major sites associated with each topic, and a full
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Bibliography. Topics covered include: King Arthur, Merlin and GlastonburyThe Grail
Quest Mary MagdaleneThe real meaning of Black MadonnasThe Knights Templar, the
Cathers, and Rosslyn ChapelMedieval Guides and TroubadoursHeresy and Heretics
Let this book serve as your personal pilgrimage back to the High Middle Ages - a time
of potent symbolism, occult knowledge, and spiritual quests.
A deft reinterpretation of the most zealously interpreted picture in the Western canon as
a therapeutic artifact.
"Focuses primarliy on the social and historical context in which art was made and
used"--Bibliographic essay (p. 326).
Pagan Mysteries in the RenaissanceElliots BooksPagan Mysteries in the RenaissanceW W
Norton & Company Incorporated
This treasury of more than 350 poems, prayers, hymns, blessings, and dramatic readings
provides beautiful, powerful pieces that you can use to mark holidays, milestones, and the
passing of the seasons. Discover prayers to Janus from Horace and Ovid, a traditional Scottish
blessing for Imbolc, an invocation to Pan by poet Helen Bantock, a salutation to the sun by
Aleister Crowley, a pharoah's hymn to Isis, a song for Lammas by Gwydion Pendderwen, and
many, many more. In addition to readings and blessings for Pagan holidays and other special
days throughout the year, you will also discover prayers for weddings and funerals and to
coincide with phases of the moon. Author Barbara Nolan includes brief historical or
biographical details to contextualize each piece as well as descriptions of various holidays and
festivals to help you integrate these readings into your practice. A Year of Pagan Prayer
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demonstrates that the literary worship of Pagan deities was never fully lost in the West. This
bounteous collection draws from the creative and spiritual legacy of Italian Renaissance poets,
ancient Sumerian priestesses, twentieth-century Pagans, French Romantics, Greek
playwrights, nineteenth-century British occultists, and Egyptian hymnists, making it a musthave sourcebook for anyone who yearns to embody the eloquent expressions of our Pagan
past.
What is paganism? In this penetrating and tightly argued manifesto, French philosopher Alain
de Benoist seeks to answer this question with passionate intellectual vigor and a tremendous
erudition. Arising out of the "monotheism vs. polytheism" debate that reverberated through
Parisian intellectual circles in the late 1970s, this is neither a survey of ancient, pre-Christian
religions, nor is it an argument on behalf of any modern neo-pagan sect. On Being a Pagan
draws on Nietzsche, Heidegger, ancient philosophy and mythology, and biblical hermeneutics
to articulate a pagan theology based on a common Indo-European foundation. In keeping with
the critical tradition which hearkens back to the Greek philosopher Celsus, Benoist contrasts
the heroic pagan worldview with Christianity's attempts to hobble everything that is beautiful
and strong. He compares the cyclical pagan conception of time to the de-mythologizing, linear
understanding of history favored by the prophets. Most disturbingly, he traces the roots of
modern totalitarianism and intolerance--of both the left and the right--to the leveling ideology of
ancient Judeo-Christian monotheism, with its underlying rejection of diversity and différence.
Originally published to wide critical acclaim in 1981, Benoist's text is as relevant today as it was
when it first appeared--and perhaps even more so for the English-speaking world. This newly
revised translation now features an extensive interview with the author, and includes his
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reflections (both positive and negative) on the various groups and individuals that have
attempted to resurrect the pagan spirit. Rather than simply dissecting the 2,000-year Christian
interregnum, Benoist's greater purpose is to point the way forward to a world that could have
been, and which may only now be in the first stages of being reborn.
This book examines the revival of antique philosophy in the Renaissance as a literary
preoccupation informed by wit. Humanists were more inspired by the fictionalized characters of
certain wise fools, including Diogenes the Cynic, Socrates, Aesop, Democritus, and Heraclitus,
than by codified systems of thought. Rich in detail, this study offers a systematic treatment of
wide-ranging Renaissance imagery and metaphors and presents a detailed iconography of
certain classical philosophers. Ultimately, the problems of Renaissance humanism are
revealed to reflect the concerns of humanists in the twenty-first century.
The prime doctrine of alchemy was that what was above mirrored what was below. From this it
follows that manipulating what was below could exert a profound influence upon the realm
above.Alchemy was a dual process in which physical and chemical or metallurgical changes
had a parallel spiritual aspect, both personal and cosmic, so that the transformations occurred
also within the retort of the body of the practitioners of the art, who sought to transmute leaden
consciousness to celestial transcendence and perhaps even manage to move the stars. What
flowed from the body of the deity, as an alchemical vessel, was a magical sacrament offering
mystical communion with its divine source.The main focus of this study is van Eyck's Ghent
Altarpiece known as the 'Mystic Lamb.' It was intended as a complex talisman to influence the
ascendancy of Burgundy and the coronation of its Duke, Philip the Good, as the Pope's choice
to rule over the New Jerusalem of John's Apocalyptic Revelation. Its completion coincided with
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the Duke's inauguration of the elite chivalric Order of the Golden Fleece. The river of the
alchemical aqua vitae that flows from the throne of God and the Lamb in the Altarpiece
encodes the secret of their psychoactive initiatory Eucharist.The context for van Eyck's
masterpiece includes the visionary scholarship of the Jewish Cabbala and medieval Christian
mystics, Chrétien de Troyes' Conte du Graal, and such other artistic masterpieces as St.
Berward's Michaeliskirke, Filippo Lippi's series of Adorations painted for his Medici patron's,
and Petrus Christus' paintings for the Order of the Dry Tree, as well as other works of van Eyck
and his contemporaries that were intended to serve as aids for mystical meditation.A final
chapter examines the nature of the Eucharist at the time John's Revelation.A DVD is included
in the book.
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