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Paulo Freire S Philosophy On
Contemporary Education
This dialogue between two of the most prominent
thinkers on social change in the twentieth century was
certainly a meeting of giants. Throughout their highly
personal conversations recorded here, Horton and Freire
discuss the nature of social change and empowerment
and their individual literacy campaigns.
In his new book, Carlos Alberto Torres, an internationally
renowned critical theorist of education, explores the early
writings of Paulo Freire whose ideas have had a
tremendous and long-lasting impact on the world of
pedagogy and politics. Torres analyzes Freire’s works,
from the 1960s and 1970s, before Freire gained
worldwide recognition for his Pedagogy of the
Oppressed. Offering an in-depth look into the formative
thinking of Freire, Torres identifies how his ideas
produced frameworks for educating global citizens,
building community and mutual respect, creating social
responsibility, instilling an appreciation for diversity,
promoting multiple literacies, and social justice
education. This volume is the result of more than 3
decades of research with access to Freire’s personal
library and the archives of the Paulo Freire Institute, as
well as the author’s extensive conversations with Paulo
Freire over two decades—Dr. Torres was Freire’s adviser
during his tenure as Secretary of Education in the
Municipality of São Paulo, Brazil, 1989–1991. “First
Freire is a fascinating discourse on the meaning and
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power of Freire's contribution by a noted colleague and
scholar.” —Henry M. Levin, William Heard Kilpatrick
Professor of Economics and Education, Teachers
College, Columbia University “Paulo Freire was one of
the great educational and political philosophers of the
20th century. In First Freire, Torres—a foremost Freire
scholar—has provided us with a wonderful and insightful
analysis of the many facets of Freire's writings.
Particularly important is Torres’ ability to situate Freire's
work in the political context that framed and defined his
writings. Hopefully, First Freire will inspire a new
generation of educators to move beyond the current neoliberal discussions about student test scores and ‘what
works’ to understand the political meaning of
education.” —Martin Carnoy, Vida Jacks Professor of
Education, Stanford University “Professor Torres
successfully combines, in unconventional ways, his
personal reminiscences of Freire with essays that
illuminate Freire’s political philosophy and thoughts on
the anthropology of education, demonstrating specific
approaches one can use to engage in the method of
thematic investigation proposed by Freire. A
considerable merit of this book is how it persuasively
shows the timely relevance of the critical observations of
this great Latin American thinker to contemporary
society, as we struggle to go beyond economic and
technological globalization to rebuild our changed but still
community-oriented selves.” —Nelly P. Stromquist,
professor, University of Maryland
Freire and Macedo analyse the connection between
literacy and politics according to whether it produces
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existing social relations, or introduces a new set of
cultural practices that promote democratic and
emancipatory change.
This book explores the implications of world renowned
educationalist Paulo Freire's theories for educational
practice and how his ideas can help in bridging different
genres and traditions. It addresses themes, questions
and issues that have received little attention to date,
including Freire's conception of the critical intellectual,
the problem of defining literacy, and the possibility of a
Freirean response to debates over political correctness.
Roberts also relates Freire's ideas to those of other
writers: Israel Scheffler, Fyodor Dostoevsky and
Hermann Hesse, among others. Paulo Freire in the 21st
Century makes a distinctive contribution to the
international literature on Freire's work.
First book to offer a survey of pedagogical listening in
conventional and alternative methodologies. What
happens when teachers step back from didactic talk and
begin to listen to their students? After decades of
neglect, we are currently witnessing a surge of interest in
this question. Listening to Teach features the leading
voices in the recent discussion of listening in education.
These contributors focus close attention on the key role
of teachers as they move away from didactic talk and
begin to devise innovative pedagogical strategies that
encourage active listening by teachers and also cultivate
active listening skills in learners. Twelve teaching
approaches are explored, from Reggio Emilia’s project
method and Paulo Freire’s pedagogy of the oppressed
to experiential learning and philosophy for children. Each
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chapter offers a brief explanation of one of these
approaches—its background, the problems it aims to
resolve, the educators who have pioneered it, and its
treatment of listening. The chapters conclude with ideas
and suggestions drawn from these pedagogies that may
be useful to classroom teachers.
Scholar, activist, and educator Paulo Freire was one of
the first thinkers to fully appreciate the relationships
between education, politics, imperialism, and liberation.
This volume is a testament to the works of Paulo Freire
in the field of Education as well as the life of the man: a
"story of courage, hardship, perseverance, and
unyielding belief in the power of love." In this
comprehensive collection, prominent intellectuals
including Noam Chomsky and Donald Macedo reflect on
Freire's "politics of liberation" and add important new
dimensions to the revolutionary, innovative ideas that
Freire bequeathed to a generation much in need.
Presenting an analytical and critical study of the
contemporary adult educator, Paulo Freire, this book
deals with all aspects of his thought, placing at the centre
of consideration his educational philosophy.
Paulo Freire is one of the most influential thinkers in
education. This text is a thoughtful and thorough
introduction to Freire's work, situating this in the context
of his life, intellectual journey and the reception of his
thinking around the world. Daniel Schugurensky's text
offers a coherent and accessible account of Freire's
educational thought, looking at its contribution to
educational theory and practice and exploring the legacy
of Freire for contemporary education and the relevance
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of his thought for today's students.

Rancière, Public Education and the Taming of
Democracy introduces the political and educational
ideas of Jacques Rancière, a leading philosopher
increasingly important in educational theory. In light
of his ideas, the volume explores the current concern
for democracy and equality in relation to education.
The book introduces and discusses the works of
Jacques Rancière, a leading philosopher
increasingly important in the field of educational
theory and philosophy The volume will have a broad
appeal to those in the field of education theory and
philosophy, and those concerned with democracy,
equal opportunities and pedagogy Balanced in its
introduction of the political and educational ideas of
this author and in its exploration in line with his work
of some important issues in education and policy
today Contributors from diverse countries and
intellectual and cultural backgrounds, including the
UK, US, Belgium, Sweden, Spain, France, Canada
Provides a critical introduction to the work of Paulo
Freire, paying particular attention to later texts. The
author explores Freire's philosophy, pedagogy, and
theory of literacy. Criticisms of Freire's modernism
are discussed and evaluated and a new
interpretation of conscientization is advanced.
A critical exploration of the genealogy of Freire's
thinking and the ways in which Freire's seminal work
has influenced philosophical and political
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movements, offering an analysis of how this work
might be developed for the future. Irwin explores
Freire's philosophy of education, which balanced
traditional ethical and spiritual concerns with
contemporary ideas and drew upon Christian and
Hegelian-Marxist political thought and insights from
existentialism and psychoanalysis. The impact of
Freire's work and legacies are considered, drawing
from his emphasis on the need for praxis to bring
about real and progressive change, with special
reference to his work in Brazil and his Third Worldist
discourses. This essential guide to Freire's work and
legacy will prove invaluable for postgraduate
students looking at educational theory and the
philosophy of education. It will also be of interest to
postgraduate students looking at cultural and
political theory.
One of the most influential critical educators of the
twentieth century, Paulo Freire challenged those
educational inequalities and conditions of injustice
faced by oppressed populations. In this new edition
of Reinventing Paulo Freire, Antonia Darder reexamines his legacy through reflections on Freirean
pedagogy and the narratives of teachers who
reinvent his work. The fully revised first part provides
important historical, political, and economic
connections between major societal concerns and
educational questions raised by Freire and their link
to the contemporary moment, including questions
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tied to neoliberalism, coloniality, and educational
inequalities. At the heart of the book is a critical
understanding of how Freire’s pedagogy of love can
inform, in theory and practice, a humanizing
approach to teaching and learning. Powerful teacher
narratives offer examples of a living praxis,
committed to democratic classroom life and the
emancipation of subaltern communities. The
narratives clearly illustrate how Freire’s ideas can
be put concretely into practice in schools and
communities. These reflections on Freirean praxis
are sure to spark conversation and inspiration in
teacher education courses. Through a close
theoretical engagement of Freire’s ideas and key
insights garnered from lived experiences, the book
speaks to the ways Freire can still inspire
contemporary educators to adopt the spirit of
liberatory pedagogy, By so doing, Reinventing Paulo
Freire is certain to advance his theories in new ways,
both to those familiar with his work and to those
studying Freire for the first time.
Pedagogy of the Heart represents some of the last
writings by Paulo Freire. In this work, perhaps more
so than any other, Freire presents a coherent set of
principles for education and politics. For those who
have read Freire's other works the book includes
new discussions of familiar subjects including
community, neoliberalism, faith, hope, the
oppressed, and exile. For those coming to Freire for
Page 7/20

Bookmark File PDF Paulo Freire S Philosophy On
Contemporary Education
the first time, the book will open up new ways of
looking at the interrelations of education and political
struggle. Freire reveals himself as a radical reformer
whose lifelong commitment to the vulnerable, the
illiterate and the marginalised has had a profound
impact on society and education today. The text
includes substantive notes by Ana Maria Araújo
Freire, a foreword by Martin Carnoy, a preface by
Ladislau Dowbor, as well as a substantive new
introduction by Antonia Darder, who holds the
Leavey Presidential Endowed Chair in Ethics and
Moral Leadership in the School of Education at
Loyola Marymount University, USA. Translated by
Donaldo Macedo and Alexandre Oliveira.
This book displays the striking creativity and
profound insight that characterized Freire's work to
the very end of his life-an uplifting and provocative
exploration not only for educators, but also for all
that learn and live.
>
This volume of essays explores the long-unstudied
relationship between religion and human security
throughout the world. The 1950s marked the
beginning of a period of extraordinary religious
revival, during which religious political-parties and
non-governmental organizations gained power
around the globe. Until now, there has been little
systematic study of the impact that this phenomenon
has had on human welfare, except of a relationship
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between religious revival to violence. The authors of
these essays show that religion can have positive as
well as negative effects on human wellbeing. They
address a number of crucial questions about the
relationship between religion and human security:
Under what circumstances do religiously motivated
actors tend to advance human welfare, and under
what circumstances do they tend to threaten it? Are
members of some religious groups more likely to
engage in welfare-enhancing behavior than in
others? Do certain state policies tend to promote
security-enhancing behavior among religious groups
while other policies tend to promote securitythreatening ones? In cases where religious actors
are harming the welfare of a population, what
responses could eliminate that threat without
replacing it with another? Religion and Human
Security shows that many states tend to
underestimate the power of religious organizations
as purveyors of human security. Governments
overlook both the importance of human security to
their populations and the religious groups who could
act as allies in securing the welfare of their people.
This volume offers a rich variety of theoretical
perspectives on the nuanced relationship between
religion and human security. Through case studies
ranging from Turkey, Egypt, and Pakistan, to the
United States, Northern Ireland, and Zimbabwe, it
provides important suggestions to policy makers of
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how to begin factoring the influence of religion into
their evaluation of a population's human security and
into programs designed to improve human security
around the globe.
Paulo Freire is regarded by many as the most significant
educational thinker of the twentieth century. This volume
offers Freire's own intimate retrospection of his life and work.
These reflections, dedicated to his niece Cristina, provide a
backdrop for a deeper understanding of how his experiences
are linked to his philosophical and pedagogical work.
With the publication of Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Paulo
Freire established himself as one of the most important and
radical educational thinkers of his time. In Pedagogy of Hope,
Freire revisits the themes of his masterpiece, the real world
contexts that inspired them and their impact in that very
world. Freire's abiding concern for social justice and
education in the developing world remains as timely and as
inspiring as ever, and is shaped by both his rigorous intellect
and his boundless compassion. Pedagogy of Hope is a
testimonial to the inner vitality of generations denied
prosperity and to the often-silent, generous strength of
millions throughout the world who refuse to let hope be
extinguished.
“A wealth of literature has been published about Paulo Freire,
but nothing as comprehensive as this book. This book
distinguishes itself by a detailed account of the historical,
economic and social context , and on this basis Professor
Bhattacharya draws a fascinating and comprehensive picture
of one of the most famous and influential educational
philosophers from the last half of the twentieth century” says
Professor Ove Korsgaard of Danish University School of
Education, Denmark and a doyen of adult education in
Scandinavia. Besides, it provides a chapterwise critique of all
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the major works of Paulo Freire. This volume should prove to
be extremely useful to students, teachers and researchers.
"Mentoring the Mentor" recreates a Freirian dialogue in a
printed format. In this volume, sixteen distinguished scholars
engage in a critical and thoughtful exchange with Paulo
Freire. While some contributors voice appreciation for Freire's
ideas and for what it means to -reinvent Freire- in a North
American context, others offer sharp critiques of Freire's
philosophy and, of equal importance, of the various
interpretations of his work. A variety of chapters describe
specific uses which have been made of Freire's ideas in
diverse educational contexts, from the New York City public
schools to the revolutions in Guinea Bissau and Eritrea.
Finally, Paulo Freire himself responds to the major issues
which are raised in the volume and invites readers to share in
a continuing lively dialogue about the meaning of democratic
and revolutionary education. -The fundamental task of the
mentor is a liberatory task. It is not to encourage the mentor's
goals and aspirations and dreams to be reproduced in the
mentees, the students, but to give rise to the possibility that
the students become the owners of their own history. This is
how I understand the need that teachers have to transcend
their merely instructive task and to assume the ethical posture
of a mentor who truly believes in the total autonomy, freedom,
and development of those he or she mentors.- (from Chapter
Sixteen, -A Response- by Paulo Freire)"
A critique of Freire's thinking, the influence of his work and
ways in which his theories may be developed into the future.
Paulo Freire is one of the century's great thinkers on
education and the politics of liberation. Known mostly for his
literacy campaigns in Latin America and Africa, and for his
seminal work Pedagogy of the Oppressed, his thinking
continues to be rediscovered by generations of teachers,
scholars, community activists and cultural workers in Europe
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and North America. While his name is synonymous with the
practice of Critical Literacy' and A Pedagogy of Liberation', his
work has been appropiated in many diverse fields of
discipline and site-based projects of social reform. This
volume represents a pathfinding analysis of Freires work and
in many cases it offers an extension of his thinking in order to
make it more applicable to first world contexts. Peter McLaren
and Peter Leonard have brought together a divergent group
of scholars widely recognized for their contributions to critical
theory and critical pedagogy. Themes addressed include
Freier's relation to feminist critique, his philosophical roots
and an evaluation of his ideas from postmodernist and
postcolonialist perspectives. The collection will be essential
reading for anyone interested in the radical sociology of
education and the politics of liberation.
The unfolding of Paulo Freire's philosophy, uniqueness, and
the lens through which he viewed the world, which ultimately
brought this gentle spirit of a man onto the world stage,
began at a young age in his hometown of Recife, Brazil.
Remarkably grounded in the wisdom of humility, yet gifted
with a determined strength, deep insight, and perceptive
intelligence, Freire not only believed in the human spirit,
goodness, and the fostering of a more hopeful world, but was
also profoundly committed to challenging individuals and
political, educational, and religious structures that
perpetuated the status quo. To that same end, this book
recounts the life and thought of a remarkable man who
appeared at a critical point in history, and whose courageous,
prophetic voice of conscience remains extraordinarily
relevant.
Fully updated and revised, the second edition of New
Learning explores the contemporary debates and challenges
in education and considers how schools can prepare their
students for the future. New Learning, Second Edition is an
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inspiring and comprehensive resource for pre-service and inservice teachers alike.

Essays by some of the world's leading educators provide
a revolutionary portrait of new ideas and developments
in education that can influence the possibility of social
and political change. The authors take into account such
diverse terrain as feminism, ecology, media, and
individual liberty in their pursuit of new ideas that can
inform the fundamental practice of education and
promote a more humane civil society. The book
consolidates recent thinking just as it reflects on
emerging new lines of critical theory.
This collection is the first book devoted to Paulo Freire's
ongoing global legacy to provide an analysis of the
continuing relevance and significance of Freire's work
and the impact of his global legacy. The book contains
essays by some of the world's foremost Freire scholars McLaren, Darder, Roberts, and others - as well as
chapters by scholars and activists, including the Maori
scholars Graham Hingangaroa Smith and Russell
Bishop, who detail their work with the indigenous people
of Aotearoa-New Zealand. The book contains a foreword
by Nita Freire as well as chapters from scholars around
the world including Latin America, Asia, the United
States, United Kingdom, New Zealand, and Australia.
With a challenging introduction from the editors, Michael
A. Peters and Tina Besley, this much-awaited addition to
the Freire archive is highly recommended reading for all
students and scholars interested in Freire, global
emancipatory politics, and the question of social justice
in education.
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Paulo Freire outlines the revolutionary principles behind
the educational methods that have made him one of the
20th century's most influential education theorists.
Paulo Freire's Philosophy of EducationOrigins,
Developments, Impacts and LegaciesBloomsbury
Publishing
"Contributes to a radical formulation of pedagogy
through its revitalization of language, utopianism, and
revolutionary message. . . . The book enlarges our vision
with each reading, until the meanings become our own."
Harvard Educational Review "Constitutes the voice of a
great teacher who has managed to replace the
melancholic and despairing discourse of the postmodern Left with possibility and human compassion."
Educational Theory "An affirmation of Freire's
prodigiously activist approach to popular education and
its capacity for securing transformative change."
Contemporary Sociology
Paulo Freire's critical pedagogy has had a profound
influence on contemporary progressive educators around
the globe as they endeavor to rethink education for
liberation and the creation of more humane global
society. For Freire, maintaining a sense of historicity, that
is, the origins from which our thinking and practice
emerges, is essential to understanding and practicing
education as a means for liberation. Too often, however,
critical pedagogy is presented as a monolithic
philosophy, and the historical and intellectual roots of
critical pedagogy are submerged. Through a compilation
of essays written by leading and emerging scholars of
critical pedagogy, this text brings history into the present
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and keeps Paulo's intellectual roots alive in all of us as
we develop our praxis today.
This book was written as Paulo Freire himself would
have done it, using a method of learning through
victories and defeats in the same way one learns in life.
The author follows a chronological line in which life and
work are naturally mixed. In many cases, he lets Paulo
Freire's work speak for itself.
Provides new insights on the lasting impact of famed
philosopher and educator Paulo Freire 50 years after the
publication of his masterpiece, Pedagogy of the
Oppressed, this book brings new perspectives on
rethinking and reinventing Brazilian educator and
philosopher Paulo Freire. Written by the most premier
exponents and experts of Freirean scholarship, it
explores the currency of Freire's contribution to social
theory, educational reform, and democratic education. It
also analyzes the intersections of Freire’s theories with
other crucial social theorists such as Gramsci, Gandhi,
Habermas, Dewey, Sen, etc. The Wiley Handbook of
Paulo Freire studies the history and context of the man
as a global public intellectual, moving from Brazil to the
rest of the world and back. Each section offers insides on
the epistemology of the global south initiated by Freire
with his work in Latin America; the connections between
class, gender, race, religion, the state and eco-pedagogy
in the work of Freire; and the contributions he made to
democratic education and educational reform. Presents
original theory and analysis of Freire’s life and work
Offers unique and comprehensive analysis of the
reception and application of Paulo Freire in international
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education on all continents Provides a complete
historical study of Freire’s contributions to education
Systematically analyzes the impact of Freire in teachers
training, higher education, and lifelong learning The
Wiley Handbook of Paulo Freire is an ideal book for
courses on international and comparative education,
pedagogy, education policy, international development,
and Latin America studies.
Two of the \"Greek gods\" in the Western educational tradition
are radical Paulo Freire and progressive proponent John
Dewey. In Pedagogy of Bondage, author Pahl critically
examines Pedagogy of Freedom by Freire and How We Think
by Dewey. Pahl does not worship at the altar of Freire and
Dewey, as is the habit of so many professors of education.
However he does examine their work with fairness and
honesty.
Paulo Freire (1921–1997) is well known around the world for
his innovative educational philosophy, which has led many to
consider him the “father” of both critical pedagogy and
popular education. What is less known about Freire, however,
is that his politics and pedagogy were informed by a faith
birthed in Roman Catholicism, but which also challenged the
church to move beyond individual piety to prophetic action.
Freire’s spirituality was rooted in the conviction that God calls
all people of goodwill to work toward fulfilling the vision of a
new humanity given by God. To that end, this book—one of
the first of its kind discussing Freire—examines the spirituality
that was foundational to his life and teaching, inviting all who
have been influenced by Freire to consider the deeper
spiritual dimensions of their pedagogical and political work.
“James D. Kirylo and Drick Boyd’s powerful text on the faith,
spirituality, and theology of Paulo Freire provide a unique and
much needed contribution to our understanding of one of the
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most influential educational philosophers of the 20th century.”
– Antonia Darder, Leavey Endowed Chair of Ethics & Moral
Leadership at Loyola Marymount University and
Distinguished Visiting Professor at the University of
Johannesburg “James D. Kirylo and Drick Boyd have made
an important contribution to our understanding of Freire and
his work, and in so doing have taken us further down the long
road to justice.” – Peter McLaren, Distinguished Professor in
Critical Studies, Co-Director, The Paulo Freire Democratic
Project and International Ambassador for Global Ethics and
Social Justice, College of Education, Chapman University
“This book is indeed an invaluable read for anyone interested
in exploring the often-overlooked spiritual dimension in the
work of one of the most influential educators of the 20th
century. Freire’s pedagogy was deep-rooted and
substantiated by his Christian faith, which provided him the
inspiration to work relentlessly to denounce all systems of
oppression that dehumanize people and steal their agency
and to announce the sacredness of life which implies dignity
for all.” – Débora B. Agra Junker, Founder and Director of the
Cátedra Paulo Freire at Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary
The primary mission of this text is clarifying many of the
misconceptions about Paulo Freire’s theories, concepts and
his implications for education. It revisits his ideas and
explains more fully the philosophical influences that shaped
concepts such as problem posing, conscientization and
praxis. The fundamental thesis, then, is that the present
absence of in-depth philosophical analysis leaves an
unacceptable void in the literature addressing Freire’s work,
while also promoting frequent misconceptions and superficial
understandings about his relationship to contemporary
education. Indeed, the philosophical assumptions contributing
to Freire’s critical pedagogy require identification, unravelling
Page 17/20

Bookmark File PDF Paulo Freire S Philosophy On
Contemporary Education
and ultimately evaluation on the basis of their epistemic and
moral tenability. Most existing applications of Freire’s
pedagogy are unfortunately superficial because they simply
sloganize terms such as banking education, conscientization,
praxis, and humanization. A slogan in education popularizes
a concept or idea in a positive way, but offers very little in
terms of critical reflection or analysis. In order to understand
these terms and their origin and apply them as Freire
intended, a far richer and more in depth examination of Freire
is desperately needed. This text will provide precisely that
type of examination.
Since its publication in 1968 Paulo Freire's Pedagogy of the
Oppressed has maintained its relevance well into the 21st
century. This book showcases the multitude of ways in which
Freire's most celebrated work is being reinvented by
contemporary, educators, activists, teachers, and
researchers. The chapters cover topics such as: spirituality,
teacher identity and education, critical race theory, post-truth,
academic tenure, prison education, LGBTQ educators, critical
pedagogy, posthumanism and indigenous education. There
are also chapters which explore Freire's work in relation to
W.E.B Du Bois, Myles Horton, Martin Luther King, Jr., and
Simone de Beauvoir. Written by leading first and secondgeneration Freirean scholars, the book includes a foreword by
Ira Shor and an afterword by Antonia Darder.
Two world renowned educators, Paulo Freire and Ira Shor,
speak passionately about the role of education in various
cultural and political arenas. They demonstrate the
effectiveness of dialogue in action as a practical means by
which teachers and students can become active participants
in the learning process. In a lively exchange, the authors
illuminate the problems of the educational system in relation
to those of the larger society and argue for the pressing need
to transform the classroom in both Third and First World
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contexts. Shor and Freire illustrate the possibilities of
transformation by describing their own experiences in
liberating the classroom from its traditional constraints. They
demonstrate how vital the teacher's role is in empowering
students to think critically about themselves and their relation,
not only to the classroom, but to society. For those readers
seeking a liberatory approach to education, these dialogues
will be a revelation and a unique summary. For all those
convinced of the need for transformation, this book shows the
way.
This is the first book-length study in English to investigate
Freire's landmark educational theory and practice through the
lens of his lifelong Catholicism. A Pedagogy of Faith explores
this often-overlooked dimension of one of the most globally
prominent and influential educational thinkers of the past fifty
years. Leopando illustrates how vibrant currents within
twentieth-century Catholic theology shaped central areas of
Freire's thought and activism, especially his view of education
as a process of human formation in light of the divinelyendowed “vocation” of persons to shape culture, society, and
history. With the contemporary resurgence of authoritarian
political and cultural forces throughout much of the world,
Freire's theologically-grounded affirmation of radical
democracy, social justice, historical possibility, and the
absolute dignity of the human person remains as vital and
relevant as ever.
Problem: Throughout his writings, Paulo Freire asserted that
education was an act of love, that educators must risk acts of
love, and that education should aim at establishing a world
where it would be easier to love. But, Freire neither defined
love nor explained how education constitutes an act of love.
To date, the centrality of love in Freire's thought has been
ignored. Defining and interpreting Freire's concept of love
constitutes a problem in the philosophy of education.
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Research Questions: The following interrelated questions will
help uncover and clarify this theme in Freire's writings and
place love in education in its proper philosophical context. 1)
What is Freire's theory of love as presented in Education as
the Practice of Freedom and Pedagogy of the Oppressed? 2)
What literature on love can help us understand his theory?
and 3) How does his theory of love guide his educational
theory? Method: Taking Freire's writings as his effort to create
a coherent pedagogy of the oppressed that both requires love
and fosters it, a rhetorical analysis of his writings should yield
an educational theory that encompasses a theory of love;
comparison with recent philosophical ideals regarding love
should give pointed definition to Freire's ideals. Significance:
This study will provide a new perspective on Freire's work
and its place in educational philosophy. It aims at restoring
the primacy of love in Freire's pedagogy of the oppressed and
achieving an understanding of what love means in Freire's
thought and practice.
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