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Proposing a novel theory of parts of speech, this book discusses categorization from a methodological and theoretical
point a view. It draws on discoveries and insights from a number of approaches - typology, cognitive grammar, notional
approaches, and generative grammar - and presents a generative, feature-based theory. Building on up-to-date research
and the latest findings and ideas in categorization and word-building, Panagiotidis combines the primacy of categorical
features with a syntactic categorization approach, addressing the fundamental, but often overlooked, questions in
grammatical theory. Designed for graduate students and researchers studying grammar and syntax, this book is richly
illustrated with examples from a variety of languages and explains elements and phenomena central to the nature of
human language.
This book offers an analysis of the French clitic object pronouns lui and le in the radically functional Columbia school
framework, contrasting this framework with sentence-based treatments of case selection. It suggests that features of the
sentence such as subject and object relations, normally taken as pretheoretical categories of observation about
language, are in fact part of a theory of language which does not withstand empirical testing. It shows that the correct
categories are neither those of structural case nor those of lexical case, but rather, semantic ones. Traditionally,
anomalies in the selection of dative and accusative case in French, such as case government, use of the dative for
possession and disadvantaging, its use in the faire-causative construction, and other puzzling distributional irregularities
have been used to support the idea of an autonomous, non-functional central core of syntactic phenomena in language.
The present analysis proposes semantic constants for lui and le which render all their occurrences explicable in a
straightforward way. The same functional perspective informs issues of cliticity and pronominalization as well. The
solution offered here emerges from an innovative instrumental view of linguistic meaning, an acknowledgment that
communicative output is determined only partially and indirectly by purely linguistic input, with extralinguistic knowledge
and human inference bridging the gap. This approach entails identification of the pragmatic factors influencing case
selection and a reevaluation of thematic-role theory, and reveals the crucial impact of discourse on the structure as well
as the functioning of grammar. One remarkable feature of the study is its extensive and varied data base. The hypothesis
is buttressed by hundreds of fully contextualized examples and large-scale counts drawn from modern French texts.
This book offers a systematic account of syntactic categories - the building blocks of sentences and the units of
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grammatical analysis - and explains their place in different theories of language. It sets out and clarifies the conflicting
definitions of competing frameworks which frequently make it hard or impossible to compare grammars. Gisa Rauh
describes the history and nature of traditional and contemporary accounts and definitions of grammatical categories. She
explains their properties and use in generative, cognitive, and functional theories, and considers their function in
language typology. She distinguishes between the cognitive functions of categories that relate to traditional parts of
speech and serve to structure a language's lexicon; and those which determine the syntactic behaviour of the linguistic
items they specify. Professor Rauh illustrates her account with a wide range of examples. Her clear and balanced
exposition will be welcomed by students and scholars in all branches of linguistics as well as by those in related subjects
such as computational science and the philosophy of language.
Analiza: Metodología sintáctica y gramática universal; Bases de las "marcas" lingúísticas para las categorías sintácticas;
Hacia una definición externa de las categorias sintácticas; Roles temáticos, semántica verbal y estructura causal;
Marcas de casos y orden causal de participantes; Formas verbales y conceptualización de los sucesos.
The Routledge Dictionary of Language and Linguistics is a unique reference work for students and teachers of linguistics.
The highly regarded second edition of the Lexikon der Sprachwissenschaft by Hadumod Bussmann has been specifically
adapted by a team of over thirty specialist linguists to form the most comprehensive and up-to-date work of its kind in the
English language. In over 2,500 entries, the Dictionary provides an exhaustive survey of the key terminology and
languages of more than 30 subdisciplines of linguistics. With its term-based approach and emphasis on clear analysis, it
complements perfectly Routledge's established range of reference material in the field of linguistics.
Assuming no prior knowledge, Understanding Syntax illustrates the major concepts, categories and terminology
associated with the study of cross-linguistic syntax. A theory-neutral and descriptive viewpoint is taken throughout.
Starting with an overview of what syntax is, the book moves on to an explanation of word classes (such as noun, verb,
adjective) and then to a discussion of sentence structure in the world’s languages. Grammatical constructions and
relationships between words in a clause are explained and thoroughly illustrated, including grammatical relations such as
subject and object; function-changing processes such as the passive and antipassive; case and agreement processes,
including both ergative and accusative alignments; verb serialization; head-marking and dependent-marking grammars;
configurational and non-configurational languages; questions and relative clauses. The final chapter explains and
illustrates the principles involved in writing a brief syntactic sketch of a language, enabling the reader to construct a
grammatical sketch of a language known to them. Data from approximately 100 languages appears in the text, with
languages representing widely differing geographical areas and distinct language families. The book will be essential for
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courses in cross-linguistic syntax, language typology, and linguistic fieldwork, as well as for basic syntactic description.
Syntactic Categories and Grammatical RelationsThe Cognitive Organization of InformationUniversity of Chicago Press
A critique of two fundamental assumptions: do phrases really form hierarchical 'trees' and have 'heads'?
Since the 1970s the cognitive sciences have offered multidisciplinary ways of understanding the mind and cognition. The MIT Encyclopedia
of the Cognitive Sciences (MITECS) is a landmark, comprehensive reference work that represents the methodological and theoretical
diversity of this changing field. At the core of the encyclopedia are 471 concise entries, from Acquisition and Adaptationism to Wundt and Xbar Theory. Each article, written by a leading researcher in the field, provides an accessible introduction to an important concept in the
cognitive sciences, as well as references or further readings. Six extended essays, which collectively serve as a roadmap to the articles,
provide overviews of each of six major areas of cognitive science: Philosophy; Psychology; Neurosciences; Computational Intelligence;
Linguistics and Language; and Culture, Cognition, and Evolution. For both students and researchers, MITECS will be an indispensable guide
to the current state of the cognitive sciences.
This book is the first major cross-linguistic study of 'flexible words', i.e. words that cannot be classified in terms of the traditional lexical
categories Verb, Noun, Adjective or Adverb. Flexible words can - without special morphosyntactic marking - serve in functions for which other
languages must employ members of two or more of the four traditional, 'specialised' word classes. Thus, flexible words are underspecified for
communicative functions like'predicating' (verbal function), 'referring' (nominal function) or 'modifying' (a function typically associated with
adjectives and e.g. manner adverbs). The book includes new cross-linguistic studies of wordclass systems as well as original descriptive and
theoretical contributions from authors with an expert knowledge of languages that have played - or should play - a role in the debate about
flexible word classes, including Kharia, Riau Indonesian, Santali, Sri Lanka Malay, Lushootseed, Gooniyandi, and Late Archaic Chinese
The book guides students through the basic concepts involved in syntactic analysis and goes on to prepare them for further work in any
syntactic theory, using examples from a range of phenomena in human languages. It also includes a chapter on theories of syntax.
Unlike other textbooks, it helps students to understand grammar rather than see it as a set of facts and rules.
Originally published in 1977, On Case Grammar, represents a synthesis of various lines of research, with special regard to the treatment of
grammatical relations. Arguments are assessed for and against case grammar, localism, lexical decomposition and relational grammar. The
book surveys the important evidence to support the validity of the choice of a case grammar as the most satisfactory of current accounts of
the notion of grammatical relations. This evidence is derived from a detailed examination of various processes in English and from a
typological comparison of other languages, notably Dyirbal and Basque. The book also looks at the establishment of principled limitation on
the set of case relations. Lexical, syntactical, semantic and morphological evidence suggests that the set of cases is in conformity with the
predictions of a strong form of the localist hypothesis, which requires that case relations be distinguished in terms of source vs. goal vs.
location.
The topic of this collection is argument structure. The fourteen chapters in this book are divided into four parts: Semantic and Syntactic
Properties of Event Structure; A Cartographic View on Argument Structure; Syntactic Heads Involved in Argument Structure; and Argument
Structure in Language Acquisition. Rigorous theoretical analyses are combined with empirical work on specific aspects of argument structure.
The book brings together authors working in different linguistic fields (semantics, syntax, and language acquisition), who explore new findings
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as well as more established data, but then from new theoretical perspectives. The contributions propose cartographic views of argument
structure, as opposed to minimalistic proposals of a binary template model for argument structure, in order to optimally account for various
syntactic and semantic facts, as well as data derived from wider cross-linguistic perspectives. "Argument structure plays a central role in the
articulation of syntax. Yet whether this contribution is primordial or derivative, derivational or representational, minimalist or cartographic, is
entirely up for grabs. This is what makes a book like the present one equivalent to a murder thriller: one cannot finish one chapter without
wanting to read the next. While the solution to the underlying mystery remains as open as it ever was, the clues offered here seem just
impossible to ignore."
An important and original work by one the world's leading linguistic theorists. Radical Construction Grammar presents a profound critique of
syntactic theory, offers a new approach to syntax, and uncovers the real universals of grammar. It will particularly interest those concerned
with theories of grammar and language typology, and with mind/language relations.
The work collected in this book represents the results of some intensive recent work on the syntax of natural languages. The authors' differing
viewpoints have in common the program of revising current conceptions of syntactic representation so that the role of transformational
derivations is reduced or eliminated. The fact that the papers cross-refer to each other a good deal, and that authors assuming quite different
fram{:works are aware of each other's results and address themselves to shared problems, is partly the result of a conference on the nature
of syntactic representation that was held at Brown University in May 1979 with the express purpose of bringing together different lines of
research in syntax. The papers in this volume mostly arise out of work that was presented in preliminary form at that conference, though
much rewriting and further research has been done in the interim period. Two papers are included because although they were not given
even in preliminary form at the conference, it has become clear since then that they interrelate with the work of the conference so much that
they cannot reasonably be left out: Gerald Gazdar's statement of his program for phrase structure description of natural language forms the
theoretical basis that is assumed by Maling and Zaenen and by Sag, and David Dowty's paper represents a bridge between the relational
grammar exemplified here in the papers by Perlmutter and Postal on the one hand and the Montague

Patrick Farrell explains how grammatical relations are characterized in modern theories of grammar. He describes the
historical development and conceptual precedents of competing theories and, ranging across a wide variety of
languages, considers what their merits and limitations are in different contexts. He examines their conceptions of
relations such as subject, object, indirect object, agent, patient, and actor, and their accounts of such syntactic
phenomena as ergativity, split intransitivity, voice alternations, and case marking. Professor Farrell compares mainstream
generative-transformational approaches with both formalist and functionalist alternative approaches, revealing points of
convergence and divergence. He identifies and discusses problems and issues of continuing concern and considers how
these might be resolved. This is an ideal introduction for graduate students and will be a valuable reference for
theoretical linguists of all persuasions. Oxford Surveys in Syntax and Morphology General editor: Robert D. Van Valin, Jr.
Advisory editors: Guglielmo Cinque, University of Venice; Daniel Everett, University of Manchester; Adele Goldberg,
Princeton University; Kees Hengeveld, University of Amsterdam; Caroline Heycock, University of Edinburgh; David
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Pesetsky, MIT; Ian Roberts, University of Cambridge; Masayoshi Shibatani, Rice University; Andrew Spencer, University
of Essex; Tom Wasow, Stanford University This series provides surveys of the major approaches to subjects and
questions at the centre of linguistic research in morphosyntax. Its volumes are accessible, critical, and up-to-date.
Individually and collectively they reveal the value of the field's intellectual history and theoretical diversity. The books
provide graduate students of syntax, morphology and related aspects of semantics with a vital source of information and
reference, and are designed for use in graduate courses. They give the context by which specialist articles can be fully
understood. They provide useful background reading for advanced undergraduates researching a specific area.
Published Grammatical Relations by Patrick Farrell In preparation Phrase Structure by Andrew Carnie Syntactic
Categories by Gisa Rauh Morphology and the Lexicon by Daniel Everett The Phonology-Morphology Interface by Sharon
Inkelas Argument Structure: The Syntax-Lexicon Interface by Stephen Weschler The Syntax-Semantics Interface by
Jean-Pierre Koenig Information Structure: the Syntax-Discourse Interface by Nomi Erteschik-Shir Language Universals
and Universal Grammar by Anna Siewierska Syntactic Change by Olga Fischer Computational Approaches to Syntax
and Morphology by Brian Roark and Richard Sproat The Acquisition of Syntax and Morphology by Shanley Allen and
Heike Behrens
A thorough rewriting to reflect advances in typology and universals in the past decade.
In this work, Professor Croft puts forward a new approach to syntactic representation and a new model of how language
and languages work.
This dictionary of grammatical terms covers both current and traditional terminology in syntax and morphology. It includes
descriptive terms, the major theoretical concepts of the most influential grammatical frameworks, and the chief terms
from mathematical and computational linguistics. It contains over 1500 entries, providing definitions and examples,
pronunciations, the earliest sources of terms and suggestions for further reading, and recommendations about competing
and conflicting usages. The book focuses on non-theory-boumd descriptive terms, which are likely to remain current for
some years. Aimed at students and teachers of linguistics, it allows a reader puzzled by a grammatical term to look it up
and locate further reading with ease.
This volume presents nine of today's grammatical theories with a view to comparing their starting points and their
methods. The particular features and properties of each theory are discussed in this book, as well as the major
conceptual differences and methodological obstacles each has overcome and has yet to overcome. The parallel structure
of the papers makes for easy comparison and cross-reference. This systematic and thorough introduction to the recent
history of the discipline provides a state-of-the-art report on current leading tendencies as well as a wealth of directions
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for future research.
Provides a dynamic network model of grammar that explains how linguistic structure is shaped by language use.
For any theory of syntax, questions arise about its classificatory scheme: What are the categories? What properties do
they have? And, How do they relate to each other? This book contains essays that address these questions by inquiring
whether there is a distinction between lexical and functional categories.
This book offers a systematic account of syntactic categories - the building blocks of sentences and the units of
grammatical analysis, and explains their description in different formal as well as functional theories of language,
including language typology. Its clear and balanced exposition will be widely welcomed by students.
Over the last twenty years or so, most of the work on the syntax of Philippine languages has been focused on the question of whether or not
these languages can be said to have grammatical subjects, and if so which argument of a basic transitive clause should be analysed as being
the subject. Paul Kroeger's contribution to this debate asserts that grammatical relations such as subject and object are syntactic notions, and
must be identified on the basis of syntactic properties, rather than by semantic roles or discourse functions. A large number of syntactic
processes in Tagalog uniquely select the argument which bears the nominative case. On the other hand, the data which have been used in
the debate to assert the ambiguity of subjecthood are best analysed in terms of semantic rather than syntactic constraints. Together these
facts support an analysis that takes the nominative argument as the subject. Kroeger examines the history of the subjecthood debate and
uses data from Tagalog to test the theories that have been put forth. His conclusions entail consequences for certain linguistic concepts and
theories, and lead Kroeger to assert that grammatical relations are not defined in terms of surface phrase structure configurations, contrary to
the assumptions of many approaches to syntax including the Government-Binding theory. Paul Kroeger is presently doing fieldwork in
Austronesian languages and teaching linguistics to fieldworkers from around the world.
This book addresses fundamental issues in linguistic theory, including the relation between formal and cognitive approaches, the autonomy of
syntax, and the content of universal grammar. Professor Anderson focuses on the grammar of case relations and, after a critical history of
modern grammars of case, explores unresolved issues in the field, including the degree to which syntactic categories are grounded in
meaning and the notion of linguistic creativity. He sheds new light on theinteractions between meaning and grammar. His argument will
interest linguists, philosophers, and cognitive scientists.
This book presents a model of event structure for the analysis of aspectual constructions and argument structure constructions in English and
other languages. Representing the culmination of two decades of the author's research and thought, it explores the contribution of semantics
to the argument-structure and tense-aspect constructions in which verbs occur, integrating the aspectual and causal structures of events. The
argument is framed in relation to current and previous scholarship and takes full account of diachronic and usage-based research. Professor
Croft's analysis encompasses the full range of English verb classes and is enriched throughout by a strong typological dimension: the syntax
and semantics of verbs are always seen from a crosslinguistic perspective. This allows the author to demonstrate the generality of his theory
and to show how it breaks new ground in predicting and explaining linguistic facts. The subject of the book is at the heart of current work in
syntax and semantics and the interface between them. It will interest semanticists, syntacticians and cognitive and functional-typological
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linguists. The transparency of the author's style and his avoidance of theory-dependent constructs will extend its appeal to linguists of all
theoretical stripes.
"Examines a range of syntactic relations between anaphoric and pronominal categories and their antecedent category in terms of referential
identity" (from abstract)
This book introduces the principles and practice of writing a comprehensive reference grammar. Several thousand distinct languages are
currently spoken across the globe, each with its own grammatical system and its own selection of diverse grammatical structures.
Comprehensive reference grammars offer a basis for understanding linguistic diversity and can provide a unique perspective into the
structure and social and cognitive underpinnings of different languages. Alexandra Aikhenvald describes the means of collecting, analysing,
and organizing data for use in this type of grammar, and discusses the typological parameters that can be used to explore relationships with
other languages. She considers how a grammar can made to reflect and bring to life the society of its speakers through background
explanation and the judicious choice of examples, as well as by showing how its language, history, and culture are intertwined. She ends with
a full glossary of terms and guidance for those wanting to explore a particular linguistic phenomenon or language family. The Art of Grammar
is the ideal resource for students and teachers of linguistics, language studies, and inductively-oriented linguistic, cultural, and social
anthropology.
Principles of Grammar and Learning is concerned with the nature of linguistic competence and with the cognitive structures underlying its
acquisition and use. During the past several decades many linguists and psychologists have come to the conclusion that genetically
determined categories and principles specific to language are needed to account for the form and acquisition of grammatical systems. William
O'Grady argues here for quite a different conclusion, proposing that adequate grammars can be constructed from a conceptual base not
specific to language. To support this thesis, O'Grady develops a well-articulated, single level, categorial-type grammar that he uses to
analyze syntactic categories, extraction, anaphora, extraposition, and quantifier placement in English and other languages. He shows that
such grammars can be constructed via general learning strategies from notions such as dependency, adjacency, precedence, and continuity,
and that the available acquisition data points to the emergence of the principles he proposes. While exploratory, this book provides one of the
few serious attempts to develop a theory of grammar and learning that does not posit faculty-specific innate principles. Principles of Grammar
and Learning is an exemplary attempt to bring together issues and data from syntactic theory, language acquisition, and the more general
study of the human mind.
A typological survey of Subject, Object and related grammatical concepts in the languages of the world.
This is the first of a series of 6 books dealing with case phenomena in different languages, both Indo- and non-Indo-European, resulting from
work by a team of 20 specialists at the University of Leuven. It is the first time such a large-scale investigation into case has been undertaken,
and a remarkable feature of the project is the use of computer corpora of authentic material. This bibliography presents the many dimensions
involved in research into case and case-related phenomena. This includes not only morphological case markers, but also the
crossconstituent (semantic and grammatical) relations expressed by morphological case or by its various counterparts; morpho-syntactic
processes such as transitivity and passivization; and pragmatic and textual considerations. In addition, the bibliography reflects the
implications of case research for other disciplines, such as foreign language teaching and artificial intelligence. More than 6000 publications
are listed. An extensive Subject Index provides easy access to all the topics and major concepts covered. A Language Index and a Guide to
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Languages/Language Families conclude the book. The other volumes in the series include The Dative (2 vols), The Genitive, The Nominative
and Accusative, and Non-nuclear Cases.
This collection of papers brings together the most recent crosslinguistic research on the syntax of verb-initial languages. Authors with a
variety of theoretical perspectives pursue the questions of how verb-initial order is derived, and how these derivations play into the
characteristic syntax of these languages. Major themes in the volume include the role of syntactic category in languages with verb-initial
order; the different mechanisms of deriving V-initial order; and the universal correlates of the order. This book should be of interest to
scholars who work on theoretical approaches to word order derivation, typologists, and those who work on the particular grammars of Celtic,
Zapotec, Mixtec, Polynesian, Austronesian, Mayan, Salish, Aboriginal, and Nilotic languages.
This widely acclaimed textbook provides a complete introduction to the syntax of human languages.
This textbook introduces basic concepts of grammar in a format which should encourage readers to use linguistic arguments. It focuses on
syntactic analysis and evidence. It also looks at sociolinguisic and historical reasons behind prescriptive rules.
This Handbook represents the development of research and the current level of knowledge in the fields of syntactic theory and syntax
analysis. Syntax can look back to a long tradition. Especially in the last 50 years, however, the interaction between syntactic theory and
syntactic analysis has led to a rapid increase in analyses and theoretical suggestions. This second edition of the Handbook on Syntax adopts
a unifying perspective and therefore does not place the division of syntactic theory into several schools to the fore, but the increase in
knowledge resulting from the fruitful argumentations between syntactic analysis and syntactic theory. It uses selected phenomena of
individual languages and their cross-linguistic realizations to explain what syntactic analyses can do and at the same time to show in what
respects syntactic theories differ from each other. It investigates how syntax is related to neighbouring disciplines and investigate the role of
the interfaces especially the relationship between syntax and phonology, morphology, compositional semantics, pragmatics, and the lexicon.
The phenomena chosen bring together renowned experts in syntax, and represent the consensus reached as to what has to be considered
as an important as well as illustrative syntactic phenomenon. The phenomena discuss do not only serve to show syntactic analyses, but also
to compare theoretical approaches with each other.
Analyzing Grammar is a clear introductory textbook on grammatical analysis, designed for students beginning to study the discipline.
Covering both syntax (the structure of phrases and sentences) and morphology (the structure of words), it equips them with the tools and
methods needed to analyze grammatical patterns in any language. Students are shown how to use standard notational devices such as
phrase structure trees and word-formation rules, as well as prose descriptions. Emphasis is placed on comparing the different grammatical
systems of the world's languages, and students are encouraged to practice the analyses through a diverse range of problem sets and
exercises. Topics covered include word order, constituency, case, agreement, tense, gender, pronoun systems, inflection, derivation,
argument structure and grammatical relations, and a useful glossary provides a clear explanation of each term. Accessibly written and
comprehensive, Analyzing Grammar is set to become a key text for all courses in grammatical analysis.
This book presents an innovative theory of syntactic categories and the lexical classes they define. It revives the traditional idea that these
are to be distinguished notionally (semantically). The author proposes a notation based on semantic features which accounts for the syntactic
behaviour of classes. The book also presents a case for considering this classification SH again in rather traditional vein SH to be basic to
determining the syntactic structure of sentences.
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