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Perfecting Sound Forever An Aural History Of
Recorded Music
In over thirty years as one of the most original and charismatic figures in modern
music, Prince Rogers Nelson has enjoyed huge success – and courted
considerable controversy. Now, acclaimed rock journalist Ronin Ro chronicles
both the man and his music. During the course of his journey from teenage
obscurity to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Prince has provoked moral outrage,
starred in a hit movie, adopted an unpronounceable symbol for a stage name,
confronted record labels and fostered young talent, making a profound mark on
the entertainment industry and pop culture at large. Moreover, his restless
creativity has produced a string of international hits including ‘Little Red
Corvette’, ‘Let’s Go Crazy’, ‘Kiss’ and ‘Cream’, and at the height of his fame
the album Purple Rain was selling at a rate of a million copies a week in the US
alone. Through access to an unrivalled array of witnesses to Prince’s remarkable
rise, including former producers, bandmates and managers, Ronin Ro gets closer
to him than any previous biographer, peeling away the masks to lay bare the
story of a true modern icon.
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For disgruntled music fans wondering why music played on the radio is not only
worse now than in the past but also not nearly as revelatory as it once was, this
book presents a detailed discussion of how the record business fouled its own
livelihood. This insightful dissection covers numerous aspects of the industry's
failures and shortcomings, including why stockholders play an important role,
how radio went from an art to a science and what was lost in that change, how
the record companies alienated their core audience, why file sharing might not be
the bogeyman that the record industry would have people think, technology's
effects on what and how music is heard, and dozens of other reasons that add up
to the record industry's current financial and artistic woes. With eye-opening
observations culled from extensive interviews, this expose offers insights into
how this multi-billion-dollar industry is run and why it's losing so much money.
In 1915, Thomas Edison proclaimed that he could record a live performance and
reproduce it perfectly, shocking audiences who found themselves unable to tell
whether what they were hearing was an Edison Diamond Disc or a flesh-andblood musician. Today, the equation is reversed. Whereas Edison proposed that
a real performance could be rebuilt with absolute perfection, Pro Tools and digital
samplers now allow musicians and engineers to create the illusion of
performances that never were. In between lies a century of sonic exploration into
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the balance between the real and the represented. Tracing the contours of this
history, Greg Milner takes us through the major breakthroughs and glorious
failures in the art and science of recording. An American soldier monitoring Nazi
radio transmissions stumbles onto the open yet revolutionary secret of magnetic
tape. Japanese and Dutch researchers build a first-generation digital audio
format and watch as their "compact disc" is marketed by the music industry as
the second coming of Edison yet derided as heretical by analog loyalists. The
music world becomes addicted to volume in the nineties and fights a selfdefeating "loudness war" to get its fix. From Les Paul to Phil Spector to King
Tubby, from vinyl to pirated CDs to iPods, Milner pulls apart musical history to
answer a crucial question: Should a recording document reality as faithfully as
possible, or should it improve upon or somehow transcend the music it records?
The answers he uncovers will change the very way we think about music.
A writer-musician examines how the switch from analog to digital audio is
changing our perceptions of time, space, love, money, and power. Our voices
carry farther than ever before, thanks to digital media. But how are they being
heard? In this book, Damon Krukowski examines how the switch from analog to
digital audio is changing our perceptions of time, space, love, money, and power.
In Ways of Hearing—modeled on Ways of Seeing, John Berger's influential 1972
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book on visual culture—Krukowski offers readers a set of tools for critical listening
in the digital age. Just as Ways of Seeing began as a BBC television series,
Ways of Hearing is based on a six-part podcast produced for the groundbreaking
public radio podcast network Radiotopia. Inventive uses of text and design help
bring the message beyond the range of earbuds. Each chapter of Ways of
Hearing explores a different aspect of listening in the digital age: time, space,
love, money, and power. Digital time, for example, is designed for machines.
When we trade broadcast for podcast, or analog for digital in the recording
studio, we give up the opportunity to perceive time together through our media.
On the street, we experience public space privately, as our headphones allow us
to avoid “ear contact” with the city. Heard on a cell phone, our loved ones' voices
are compressed, stripped of context by digital technology. Music has been
dematerialized, no longer an object to be bought and sold. With recommendation
algorithms and playlists, digital corporations have created a media universe that
adapts to us, eliminating the pleasures of brick-and-mortar browsing. Krukowski
lays out a choice: do we want a world enriched by the messiness of noise, or one
that strives toward the purity of signal only?
"An utterly satisfying examination of the business of popular music." —Nathaniel
Rich, The Atlantic There’s a reason today’s ubiquitous pop hits are so hard to
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ignore—they’re designed that way. The Song Machine goes behind the scenes to
offer an insider’s look at the global hit factories manufacturing the songs that
have everyone hooked. Full of vivid, unexpected characters—alongside industry
heavy-hitters like Katy Perry, Rihanna, Max Martin, and Ester Dean—this
fascinating journey into the strange world of pop music reveals how a new
approach to crafting smash hits is transforming marketing, technology, and even
listeners’ brains. You’ll never think about music the same way again. A Wall
Street Journal Best Business Book
From our CD collections to iPods bursting with MP3s to the hallowed vinyl of DJs,
recordings are the most common way we experience music. Perfecting Sound
Forever tells the story of recorded music, introducing us to the innovators,
musicians and producers who have affected the way we hear our favourite
songs, from Thomas Edison to Phil Spector. Exploring the balance that
recordings strike between the real and the represented, Greg Milner asks the
questions which have divided sound recorders for the past century: should a
recording document reality as faithfully as possible, or should it improve upon or
somehow transcend the music it records? What does the perfect record sound
like? The answers he uncovers will change the way we think about music.
Following the success of A Brief History of Curating this publication gathers
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together interviews with pioneering musicians of the 1950s to the 1980s.The
book brings together avant-garde composers such as Elliot Carter, Pierre Boulez,
and Karlheinz Stockhausen; originators of electro-acoustic music such as
François Bayle, Pauline Oliveros, Iannis Xenakis, and Peter Zinovieff; Minimalist
and Fluxus-inspired artists such as Tony Conrad, Henry Flynt, Phil Niblock, Yoko
Ono, Steve Reich, and Terry Riley; as well figures such as Brian Eno, Kraftwerk,
Arto Lindsay, and Gaetano Veloso.Their contributions map the evolution of the
musical field, from early experiments in concrete and abstract music, to the
electronic development and the hybridisation between Pop and avant-garde
culture.This book is part of the Documents series, co-published with Les presses
du réel and dedicated to critical writings.
For Pavement fans and rock enthusiasts comes an engaging profile of the band
and their quirkily dark, melodic sound and cryptic, mirth-filled lyrics.
Unravels the mystery of the relationship between music and mathematics, discussing
their differences and their surprising similarities--including their origins and historical
links
DIV Johann Sebastian Bach – celebrated pipe organist, court composer and master of
sacred music – was also a technical pioneer. Working in Germany in the early
eighteenth century, he invented new instruments and carried out experiments in tuning,
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the effects of which are still with us today. Two hundred years later, a number of
extraordinary musicians have utilised the music of Bach to thrilling effect through the art
of recording, furthering their own virtuosity and reinventing the composer for our time. In
Reinventing Bach, Paul Elie brilliantly blends the stories of modern musicians with a
polyphonic account of our most celebrated composer’s life to create a spellbinding
narrative of the changing place of music in our lives. We see the sainted organist Albert
Schweitzer playing to a mobile recording unit set up at London’s Church of All Hallows
in order to spread Bach’s organ works to the world beyond the churches, and Pablo
Casals’s Abbey Road recordings of Bach’s cello suites transform the middle-class
sitting room into a hotbed of existentialism; we watch Leopold Stokowski persuade Walt
Disney to feature his own grand orchestrations of Bach in the animated classical-music
movie Fantasia – which made Bach the sound of children’s playtime and Hollywood
grandeur alike – and we witness how Glenn Gould’s Goldberg Variations made Bach
the byword for postwar cool. Through the Beatles and Switched-on Bach and Gödel,
Escher, Bach – through film, rock music, the Walkman, the CD and up to Yo-Yo Ma and
the iPod – Elie shows us how dozens of gifted musicians searched, experimented and
collaborated with one another in the service of a composer who emerged as the
prototype of the spiritualised, technically savvy artist. /div
An examination of the role of sound in twentieth-century arts. This interdisciplinary
history and theory of sound in the arts reads the twentieth century by listening to it—to
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the emphatic and exceptional sounds of modernism and those on the cusp of
postmodernism, recorded sound, noise, silence, the fluid sounds of immersion and
dripping, and the meat voices of viruses, screams, and bestial cries. Focusing on
Europe in the first half of the century and the United States in the postwar years,
Douglas Kahn explores aural activities in literature, music, visual arts, theater, and film.
Placing aurality at the center of the history of the arts, he revisits key artistic questions,
listening to the sounds that drown out the politics and poetics that generated them.
Artists discussed include Antonin Artaud, George Brecht, William Burroughs, John
Cage, Sergei Eisenstein, Fluxus, Allan Kaprow, Michael McClure, Yoko Ono, Jackson
Pollock, Luigi Russolo, and Dziga Vertov.
First published in 1987, Eisenberg's The recording angel has been translated into
several languages and is now considered a classic by those with an interest in the
intersection of music and technology. He offers a thought-provoking study of how the
phonograph and related media have transformed music into a tangible commodity and
relegated live performance to the background of Western culture.
(Berklee Guide). This updated second edition will teach you how to take charge of your
musical career with crucial do-it-yourself strategies. Filled with empowering resources
and tips for self-managed musicians, including: How to write a business plan, create
press kits, sharpen your business chops; Using the Internet to promote your music;
How to customize your demos for maximum exposure; Secrets to getting your music
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played on the radio; 12 things you can do to get the most out of every gig; The most
comprehensive musician's resource list on the planet, updated continually online!
The Sounds of Early Cinema is devoted exclusively to a little-known, yet absolutely
crucial phenomenon: the ubiquitous presence of sound in early cinema. "Silent cinema"
may rarely have been silent, but the sheer diversity of sound(s) and sound/image
relations characterizing the first 20 years of moving picture exhibition can still astonish
us. Whether instrumental, vocal, or mechanical, sound ranged from the improvised to
the pre-arranged (as in scripts, scores, and cue sheets). The practice of mixing sounds
with images differed widely, depending on the venue (the nickelodeon in Chicago
versus the summer Chautauqua in rural Iowa, the music hall in London or Paris versus
the newest palace cinema in New York City) as well as on the historical moment (a
single venue might change radically, and many times, from 1906 to 1910). Contributors
include Richard Abel, Rick Altman, Edouard Arnoldy, Mats BjÃ¶rkin, Stephen
Bottomore, Marta Braun, Jean ChÃ¢teauvert, Ian Christie, Richard Crangle, Helen DayMayer, John Fullerton, Jane Gaines, AndrÃ© Gaudreault, Tom Gunning, FranÃ§ois
Jost, Charlie Keil, Jeff Klenotic, Germain Lacasse, Neil Lerner, Patrick Loughney, David
Mayer, Domi-nique Nasta, Bernard Perron, Jacques Polet, Lauren Rabinovitz, Isabelle
Raynauld, Herbert Reynolds, Gregory A. Waller, and Rashit M. Yangirov.
Theft: A History of Music: This comic lays out 2000 years of musical history. A
neglected part of musical history. Again and again there have been attempts to police
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music; to restrict borrowing and cultural cross-fertilization. But music builds on itself. To
those who think that mash-ups and sampling started with YouTube or the DJ's
turntables, it might be shocking to find that musicians have been borrowing extensively borrowing - from each other since music began. Then why try to stop that
process? The reasons varied. Philosophy, religion, politics, race - again and again, race
- and law. And because music affects us so deeply, those struggles were passionate
ones. They still are. The history in this book runs from Plato to Blurred Lines and
beyond. You will read about the Holy Roman Empire's attempts to standardize religious
music using the first great musical technology (notation) and the inevitable backfire of
that attempt. You will read about troubadours and church composers, swapping tunes
(and remarkably profane lyrics), changing both religion and music in the process. You
will see diatribes against jazz for corrupting musical culture, against rock and roll for
breaching the color-line. You will learn about the lawsuits that, surprisingly, shaped rap.
You will read the story of some of music's iconoclasts - from Handel and Beethoven to
Robert Johnson, Chuck Berry, Little Richard, Ray Charles, the British Invasion and
Public Enemy. To understand this history fully, one has to roam wider still - into musical
technologies from notation to the sample deck, aesthetics, the incentive systems that
got musicians paid, and law's 250 year struggle to assimilate music, without destroying
it in the process. Would jazz, soul or rock and roll be legal if they were reinvented
today? We are not sure. Which as you will read, is profoundly worrying because today,
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more than ever, we need the arts. All of this makes up our story. It is assuredly not the
only history of music. But it is definitely a part - and a fascinating part - of that history.
We hope you like it.
Best known for his Oscar-nominated song "Miss Misery" from the Good Will Hunting
soundtrack, Elliott Smith was catapulted to the status of indie rock star after performing
at the 1997 Academy Awards. Some of his albums, XO and Either/Or among them,
would become '90s classics, helping to define an understated aesthetic that owed as
much to the melodic emphasis of The Beatles as it did to punk. In the afterglow of the
success of "Miss Misery," Smith's fame grew--alongside his struggles with depression
and substance abuse. First relocating to Brooklyn, and then finally to L.A., he fell into a
downward spiral evident to friends and fans alike, even as he continued to write such
beautifully realized songs as "Waltz #2" (XO). Drawing on new interviews with those
who knew and loved Smith, and focusing on the crucial interplay between Smith's life
and music, Ben Nugent compellingly and sympathetically portrays an enormously
gifted, yet troubled, artist.
In this short speech, the master historian tracks the founding fathers’ and his own
fascination with all things historical.
The recording studio, she argues, is at the center of musical culture in the twentieth
century.
New and expanded edition of the now classic study in the phenomenology of sound.
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I can confirm that should you ever find yourself on stage playing the bass guitar with
tree left hands, it is usually the one in the middle that is the real one. The other two are
probably phantoms. Playing the Bass with Three Left Hands tells the story of one of the
most influential, revered and ultimately demented British bands of the 1980s,
Spacemen 3. In classic rock n roll style they split up on the brink of their major
breakthrough. As the decade turned sour and acid house hit the news, Rugby's finest
imploded spectacularly, with Jason Pierce (aka Jason Spaceman) and Pete Kember
(aka Sonic Boom) going their separate ways. Here, Will Carruthers tells the whole sorry
story and the segue into Spirtualised in one of the funniest and most memorable
memoirs committed to the page.
How we experience space by listening: the concepts of aural architecture, with
examples ranging from Gothic cathedrals to surround sound home theater. We
experience spaces not only by seeing but also by listening. We can navigate a room in
the dark, and "hear" the emptiness of a house without furniture. Our experience of
music in a concert hall depends on whether we sit in the front row or under the balcony.
The unique acoustics of religious spaces acquire symbolic meaning. Social
relationships are strongly influenced by the way that space changes sound. In Spaces
Speak, Are You Listening?, Barry Blesser and Linda-Ruth Salter examine auditory
spatial awareness: experiencing space by attentive listening. Every environment has an
aural architecture.The audible attributes of physical space have always contributed to
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the fabric of human culture, as demonstrated by prehistoric multimedia cave paintings,
classical Greek open-air theaters, Gothic cathedrals, acoustic geography of French
villages, modern music reproduction, and virtual spaces in home theaters. Auditory
spatial awareness is a prism that reveals a culture's attitudes toward hearing and
space. Some listeners can learn to "see" objects with their ears, but even without
training, we can all hear spatial geometry such as an open door or low ceiling.
Integrating contributions from a wide range of disciplines—including architecture, music,
acoustics, evolution, anthropology, cognitive psychology, audio engineering, and many
others—Spaces Speak, Are You Listening? establishes the concepts and language of
aural architecture. These concepts provide an interdisciplinary guide for anyone
interested in gaining a better understanding of how space enhances our well-being.
Aural architecture is not the exclusive domain of specialists. Accidentally or
intentionally, we all function as aural architects.
As an acoustic engineer, Trevor Cox has spent his career eradicating unwanted noises
- echoes in concert halls, clamour in classrooms. Until the day he heard something so
astonishing that he had an epiphany: rather than quashing rare or bizarre sounds, we
should be celebrating these sonic treasures. This is the story of his investigation into
the mysteries of these Sonic Wonders of the World. In the Mojave Desert he finds sand
dunes that sing. In France he discovers an echo that tells jokes. In California he drives
down a musical road that plays the William Tell Overture. In Cathedrals across the
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world he learns how acoustics changed the history of the Church. Touching on physics,
music, archaeology, neuroscience, biology, and design, Cox explains how sound is
made and altered by the environment and how our body reacts to peculiar noises - from
the exotic sonic wonders he encounters on his journey, or the equally unique and
surprising sounds of our everyday environment. In a world dominated by the visual,
Sonic Wonderland encourages us to become better listeners and to open our ears to
the glorious cacophony around us. Listen to a selection of astonishing sounds here:
https://soundcloud.com/sonicwonderland
Suddenly, popular music resembles an alien landscape. The great common ground of
45s, LPs, and even compact discs is rapidly falling by the wayside to be replaced by
binary bits of sound. In the 21st century, radical advances in music technology threaten
to overshadow the music itself. Indeed, today the generations divide over how they
listen to the music, not what kinds of music they enjoy.Playback is the first book to
place the staggering history of sound reproduction within its larger social and cultural
context. Concisely told via a narrative arc that begins with Edison's cylinder and ends
with digital music, this is a history that we have all directly experienced in one way or
another. From the Victrola to the 78 to the 45 to the 33 1/3 to the 8track to the cassette
to the compact disc to MP3 and beyond (not to mention everyone from Thomas Edison
to Enrico Caruso to Dick Clark to Grandmaster Flash to Napster CEO Shawn Fanning),
the story of Playback is also the story of music, and the music business, in the 20th
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century.
"One of the most mesmerizing and exhilarating, yet alarming modern technology
books…an extraordinary tale." —Gillian Tett, Financial Times Pinpoint tells the fascinating
story of a hidden system that touches nearly every aspect of modern life. Tracking the
development of GPS from its origins as a bomb guidance system to its present ubiquity,
Greg Milner examines the technology’s double-edged effect on the way we live, work,
and travel. Savvy and original, this sweeping scientific history offers startling insight into
how humans understand their place in the world.
“A lucid and passionate case for a more mindful way of listening. . . . Anyone who has ever
clapped, hollered or yodeled at an echo will delight in [Cox’s] zestful curiosity.”—New York
Times Trevor Cox is on a hunt for the sonic wonders of the world. A renowned expert who
engineers classrooms and concert halls, Cox has made a career of eradicating bizarre and
unwanted sounds. But after an epiphany in the London sewers, Cox now revels in exotic
noises—creaking glaciers, whispering galleries, stalactite organs, musical roads, humming
dunes, seals that sound like alien angels, and a Mayan pyramid that chirps like a bird. With
forays into archaeology, neuroscience, biology, and design, Cox explains how sound is made
and altered by the environment, how our body reacts to peculiar noises, and how these
mysterious wonders illuminate sound’s surprising dynamics in everyday settings—from your
bedroom to the opera house. The Sound Book encourages us to become better listeners in a
world dominated by the visual and to open our ears to the glorious cacophony all around us.
*Updated with a new chapter on digital curation* How Music Works is David Byrne’s incisive
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and enthusiastic look at the musical art form, from its very inceptions to the influences that
shape it, whether acoustical, economic, social or technological. Utilizing his incomparable
career and inspired collaborations with Talking Heads, Brian Eno, and many others, Byrne taps
deeply into his lifetime of knowledge to explore the panoptic elements of music, how it shapes
the human experience, and reveals the impetus behind how we create, consume, distribute,
and enjoy the songs, symphonies, and rhythms that provide the backbeat of life. Byrne’s
magnum opus uncovers ever-new and thrilling realizations about the redemptive liberation that
music brings us all.
The Key to the City brings together work that has long been admired by readers of literary
magazines and quarterlies. The collection opens with "The Ruins," a group of poems set in
poor neighborhoods in New York City—some so cut off from midtown that they seem part of
another continent or another age. The people in these poems are schoolgirls, a cleaning lady
in the laundromat, derelicts, a prostitute stabbed in the street. Their interwoven voices
contribute to a complex, grave vision of remote causes and immediate suffering in the city. The
poems of the second section explore a broad range of experience: pregnancy and nursing,
inward solitude, the textures of Renaissance painting and American landscapes.
THERE'S ONLY ONE THING THAT COOLIO'S BEEN DOING LONGER THAN RAPPING:
COOKING Coolio started making thirty-minute meals when he was ten years old and has since
developed a whole new cuisine: Ghetto Gourmet. His recipes are built around solid comfort
foods with a healthy twist that don't break the bank. Start your Ghetto Gourmet adventure with
some "Soul Rolls," follow-up with "Finger-Lickin', Rib-Stickin', Fall-Off-the-Bone-and-into-YourMouth Chicken," and fi nish off with "Banana Ba-ba-ba-bread" sweetened with golden honey.
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Chapters such as "How to Become a Kitchen Pimp," "Chillin' and Grillin'," and "Pasta Like a
Rasta" will guide you through creating 5 star meals at a 1 star price. You can't fi nd fusions like
Blasian (black Asian) or Ghettalian (ghetto Italian) in restaurants, but you can have them
cooking away in your kitchen faster and easier than ordering takeout. As Coolio says, "All you
need is a little bit of food, and a little bit of know-how."
A history of how humans developed our capacity for conversation—and what might happen now
that computers are catching up. Trevor Cox has been described by The Observer as ""a David
Attenborough of the acoustic realm."" In Now You're Talking, he takes us on a journey through
the wonders of human speech, starting with the evolution of language and our biological
capability to speak (and listen), and bringing us up to date with the latest computer technology.
Language is what makes us human, and how we speak is integral to our personal identity. But
with the invention of sound recording and the arrival of the electrified voice, human
communication changed forever; now advances in computer science and artificial intelligence
are promising an even greater transformation. And with it come the possibilities to reproduce,
manipulate, and replicate the human voice—sometimes with disturbing consequences. Now
You're Talking is the fascinating story of our ability to converse. It takes us back to the core of
our humanity, asking important questions about what makes us human and how this
uniqueness might be threatened. On this illuminating tour we meet vocal coaches and record
producers, neuroscientists and computer programmers, whose experience and research
provide us with a deeper understanding of something that most of us take for granted—our
ability to talk and listen.
Metallica is one of the most successful hard-rock bands of all time, having sold more than
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ninety million albums worldwide. Receiving unique, unfettered access, acclaimed filmmakers
Joe Berlinger and Bruce Sinofsky followed Metallica over two and a half years as they faced
monumental personal and professional challenges that threatened to destroy the bands just as
they returned to the studio to record their first album in four years. While the documentary itself
provides an insider's view of Metallica, the two and a half years of production (and more than
1,600 hours of footage) garnered far more than can be expressed in a two-hour film.
Berlinger's book about the experience reveals the stories behind the film, capturing the energy,
uncertainty, and ultimate triumph of both the filming and Metallica's bid for survival. It weaves
the on-screen stories together with what happened off-screen, offering intimate details of the
band's struggle amidst personnel changes, addiction, and controversy. In part because
Berlinger was one of the only witnesses to the intensive group-therapy sessions and numerous
band meetings, his account of his experience filming the band is the most honest and deeply
probing book about Metallica - or any rock band - ever written. This is the book both Metallica
and film fans have dreamed of - a stark and honest look at one of rock's most important bands
through the eyes of the most provocative documentary filmmakers working today.
Have records, compact discs, and other sound reproduction equipment merely provided
American listeners with pleasant diversions, or have more important historical and cultural
influences flowed through them? Do recording machines simply capture what's already out
there, or is the music somehow transformed in the dual process of documentation and
dissemination? How would our lives be different without these machines? Such are the
questions that arise when we stop taking for granted the phenomenon of recorded music and
the phonograph itself. Now comes an in-depth cultural history of the phonograph in the United
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States from 1890 to 1945. William Howland Kenney offers a full account of what he calls "the
78 r.p.m. era"--from the formative early decades in which the giants of the record industry
reigned supreme in the absence of radio, to the postwar proliferation of independent labels,
disk jockeys, and changes in popular taste and opinion. By examining the interplay between
recorded music and the key social, political, and economic forces in America during the
phonograph's rise and fall as the dominant medium of popular recorded sound, he addresses
such vital issues as the place of multiculturalism in the phonograph's history, the roles of
women as record-player listeners and performers, the belated commercial legitimacy of rhythmand-blues recordings, the "hit record" phenomenon in the wake of the Great Depression, the
origins of the rock-and-roll revolution, and the shifting place of popular recorded music in
America's personal and cultural memories. Throughout the book, Kenney argues that the
phonograph and the recording industry served neither to impose a preference for high culture
nor a degraded popular taste, but rather expressed a diverse set of sensibilities in which
various sorts of people found a new kind of pleasure. To this end, Recorded Music in American
Life effectively illustrates how recorded music provided the focus for active recorded sound
cultures, in which listeners shared what they heard, and expressed crucial dimensions of their
private lives, by way of their involvement with records and record-players. Students and
scholars of American music, culture, commerce, and history--as well as fans and collectors
interested in this phase of our rich artistic past--will find a great deal of thorough research and
fresh scholarship to enjoy in these pages.
In 1915, Thomas Edison proclaimed that he could record a live performance and reproduce it
perfectly, shocking audiences who found themselves unable to tell whether what they were
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hearing was an Edison Diamond Disc or a flesh-and-blood musician. Today, the equation is
reversed. Whereas Edison proposed that a real performance could be rebuilt with absolute
perfection, Pro Tools and digital samplers now allow musicians and engineers to create the
illusion of performances that never were. In between lies a century of sonic exploration into the
balance between the real and the represented. Tracing the contours of this history, Greg Milner
takes us through the major breakthroughs and glorious failures in the art and science of
recording. An American soldier monitoring Nazi radio transmissions stumbles onto the open
yet revolutionary secret of magnetic tape. Japanese and Dutch researchers build a firstgeneration digital audio format and watch as their "compact disc" is marketed by the music
industry as the second coming of Edison yet derided as heretical by analog loyalists. The
music world becomes addicted to volume in the nineties and fights a self-defeating "loudness
war" to get its fix. From Les Paul to Phil Spector to King Tubby, from vinyl to pirated CDs to
iPods, Milner's Perfecting Sound Forever pulls apart musical history to answer a crucial
question: Should a recording document reality as faithfully as possible, or should it improve
upon or somehow transcend the music it records? The answers he uncovers will change the
very way we think about music.

Drawing on advances in neurophysiology, psychology, music theory, and
philosophy, the author explores the connections humans form with music and the
physical and mental reactions music produces in us
Looks at the history of recorded music and technology of the industry from
Thomas Edison's invention of the phonograph in 1876 to the MP3 players.
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Early birds and night owls are born, not made. Sleep patterns are the most
obvious manifestation of the highly individualized biological clocks we inherit, but
these clocks also regulate bodily functions from digestion to hormone levels to
cognition. By understanding and respecting our internal time, we can live better.
Build a home studio to fit any budget Explore equipment and techniques for
making top-notch recordings at home You've picked a perfect time to start
recording! From PC-based to studio-in-a-box, today's equipment lets you put
together a professional quality CD right at home, if you know how to use it. This
guide covers everything from microphone placement to multitracking and
mastering, helping you choose the right tools and use them like a pro. Discover
how to: Create a studio around your budget Direct signal flow to maximize your
sound Apply the best microphone techniques Use compressors and limiters
properly Build a space for optimum mixing
This is a book for cinephiles, pure and simple. Author and filmmaker, Jim Piper,
shares his vast knowledge of film and analyzes the most striking components of
the best movies ever made. From directing to cinematography, from editing and
music to symbolism and plot development, The Film Appreciation Book covers
hundreds of the greatest works in cinema, combining history, technical
knowledge, and the art of enjoyment to explain why some movies have become
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the most treasured and entertaining works ever available to the public, and why
these movies continue to amaze viewers after decades of notoriety. Read about
such classic cinematic masterpieces as Citizen Kane, Gandhi, Midnight Cowboy,
Easy Rider, True Grit, Gone With the Wind, and The Wizard of Oz, as well as
more recent accomplishments in feature films, such as Requiem for a Dream,
Munich, The King’s Speech, and The Hurt Locker. Piper breaks down his
analysis for you and points out aspects of production that movie-lovers (even the
devoted ones) would never recognize on their own. This book will endlessly
fascinate, and by the time you get to the last chapter, you’re ready to start all
over again. In-depth analysis and thoughtful and wide-ranging film choices from
every period of cinema history will ensure that you never tire of this reading
companion to film. Allworth Press, an imprint of Skyhorse Publishing, publishes a
broad range of books on the visual and performing arts, with emphasis on the
business of art. Our titles cover subjects such as graphic design, theater,
branding, fine art, photography, interior design, writing, acting, film, how to start
careers, business and legal forms, business practices, and more. While we don't
aspire to publish a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are
deeply committed to quality books that help creative professionals succeed and
thrive. We often publish in areas overlooked by other publishers and welcome the
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author whose expertise can help our audience of readers.
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