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Everyone knows that sinking feeling in the pit of the stomach just before diving into a new situation. Sarah Jane Hartwell is scared and
doesn't want to start over at a new school. She doesn't know anybody, and nobody knows her. It will be awful. She just knows it. With much
prodding from Mr. Hartwell, Sarah Jane reluctantly pulls herself together and goes to school. She is quickly befriended by Mrs. Burton, who
helps smooth her jittery transition. This charming and familiar story will delight readers with its surprise ending. Fun, energetic illustrations
brighten page after page with the busy antics surrounding Sarah Jane. FIRST DAY JITTERS is an enchanting story that is sure to be
treasured by anyone who has ever anticipated a first day of school.
Help students build background knowledge, synthesize information, and increase their overall understanding of social studies topics with this
collection of 20 highly motivating, reproducible graphic organizers. Mini-lessons help teachers introduce each organizer and provide
directions for use. Also includes student samples that model how to use the organizers. For use with Grades 4-6.
**This is the chapter slice "Drafting Practice" from the full lesson plan "How to Write a Paragraph"** Learning to express one's thoughts in wellwritten sentences and paragraphs is an essential skill for all students. Designed to make the writing process logical and easy to learn, our
workbook provides opportunities for students to complete the prewriting process using various graphic organizers and introduces four of the
main types of paragraph forms. The learning objectives are based on Bloom’s Taxonomy and you can use this material to supplement your
present reading program or for independent student work. Also included is a detailed implementation guide, student assessment rubric, word
puzzles and comprehension quiz. The six color graphic organizers will assist the introduction of the skill focus and in guiding your students
through their successful writing process. All of our content meets the Common Core State Standards and are written to Bloom's Taxonomy.
**This is the chapter slice "What Is a Paragraph?" from the full lesson plan "How to Write a Paragraph"** Learning to express one's thoughts
in well-written sentences and paragraphs is an essential skill for all students. Designed to make the writing process logical and easy to learn,
our workbook provides opportunities for students to complete the prewriting process using various graphic organizers and introduces four of
the main types of paragraph forms. The learning objectives are based on Bloom’s Taxonomy and you can use this material to supplement
your present reading program or for independent student work. Also included is a detailed implementation guide, student assessment rubric,
word puzzles and comprehension quiz. The six color graphic organizers will assist the introduction of the skill focus and in guiding your
students through their successful writing process. All of our content meets the Common Core State Standards and are written to Bloom's
Taxonomy.
Presents facts and comparisons about the physical characteristics, senses, eating habits, and behavior of cats and dogs.
Fifteen engaging lessons use a powerful graphic organizer to guide students to write thoughtful, well-structured essays--from informative to
persuasive.
Textbooks are symbols of centuries-old education. They're often outdated as soon as they hit students' desks. Acting "by the textbook"
implies compliance and a lack of creativity. It's time to ditch those textbooks--and those textbook assumptions about learning In Ditch That
Textbook, teacher and blogger Matt Miller encourages educators to throw out meaningless, pedestrian teaching and learning practices. He
empowers them to evolve and improve on old, standard, teaching methods. Ditch That Textbook is a support system, toolbox, and manifesto
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to help educators free their teaching and revolutionize their classrooms.
Offers a step-by-step process to improve students? Writing skills using research-based graphic organizers. More than 60 Writing prompts
review the five communication processes: Narration, Description, Directions, Explanation, and Persuasion. Students write to the 11 modes of
Writing: summary, fictional narrative, personal experience narrative, informational report, letter, invitation, thank-you note, letter to the editor,
directions, persuasive paper, and journal.
Teach writing skills using the Four Square method, which has been proven to work in classrooms just like yours. This revised and updated
edition of the book also includes PowerPoint files filled with additional Four Square examples, activities, and writing exercises. The Four
Square method can be used with all forms of writing and will fit any reading or language arts program. This step-by-step approach is built
around a simple graphic organizer that first shows students how to collect ideas and then helps them use those ideas to create clear and
polished prose. Open-ended reproducibles make the technique accessible to writers of all ability ranges. It is also great for content area
writing.
Jensen’s Format Writing is concerned with developing expository writing skills for high school students. This type of writing exposes, puts
forth, explains, reveals, or exhibits in detail about something. It has a purpose to inform, clarify, and perhaps even to persuade. Such writing
may simply describe, or it may give a series of reasons. In any case, there is a fundamental point that is made. How that point is made may
often determine whether the piece is accepted or rejected. Students completing this course will learn valuable skills. the secret of cutting your
work in half when it comes to writing a paper.how to order your presentation for its most powerful effect on the reader.a technique for getting
the essence of what you read down on paper for future reference.how to stack up your ideas so that they flow together in a natural
fashion.how to move ideas from sentence to sentence by following a simple rule.all about what and how to document your sources when
doing research and writing.
"HELP! My Students Can't Write!" Why You Need a Writing Revolution in Your Classroom and How to Lead It. The Writing Revolution (TWR)
provides a clear method of instruction that you can use no matter what subject or grade level you teach. The model, also known as The
Hochman Method, has demonstrated, over and over, that it can turn weak writers into strong communicators by focusing on specific
techniques that match their needs and by providing them with targeted feedback. Insurmountable as the challenges faced by many students
may seem, TWR can make a dramatic difference. And the method does more than improve writing skills. It also helps: Boost reading
comprehension Improve organizational and study skills Enhance speaking abilities Develop analytical capabilities TWR is as much a method
of teaching content as it is a method of teaching writing. There's no separate writing block and no separate writing curriculum. Instead,
teachers of all subjects adapt the TWR strategies and activities to their current curriculum and weave them into their content instruction. But
perhaps what's most revolutionary about the TWR method is that it takes the mystery out of learning to write well. It breaks the writing
process down into manageable chunks and then has students practice the chunks they need, repeatedly, while also learning content.
The Impact of Digital and Paper-based Graphic Organizers on the Persuasive Writing Process of Fourth and Fifth Grade Students
"Johnny, you're leaving us tonight . . . " Fifteen-year-old Johnny Gibbs does, well in school, respects his teachers, and loves his family. Then
suddenly, with a few short words, his idyllic life is shattered. He learns that the family he has loved all his life is not his own, but a foster
family. And now he is being sent to live with someone else. Shocked by the news, Johnny does the only thing he can think of: he runs.
Leaving his childhood behind forever, Johnny takes to the streets where he learns about living life--the hard way. Richard Wright,
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internationally acclaimed author of Black Boy and Native Son, gives us a coming-of-age story as compelling today as when it was first written,
over fifty years ago. ‘Johnny Gibbs arrives home jubilantly one day with his straight ‘A’ report card to find his belongings packed and his
mother and sister distraught. Devastated when they tell him that he is not their blood relative and that he is being sent to a new foster home,
he runs away. His secure world quickly shatters into a nightmare of subways, dark alleys, theft and street warfare. . . . Striking characters,
vivid dialogue, dramatic descriptions, and enduring themes introduce a enw generation of readers to Wright’s powerful voice.’—SLJ. Notable
1995 Children's Trade Books in Social Studies (NCSS/CBC)
The Pit and the Pendulum" is a short story written by Edgar Allan Poe and first published in 1842. The story is about the torments endured by
a prisoner of the Spanish Inquisition, though Poe skews historical facts. The narrator of the story is deemed guilty for an unnamed crime and
put into a completely dark room. He passes out while trying to determine the size of the room. When he wakes up, he realizes there is a
large, deep pit in the middle of the room. He loses consciousness again and awakens strapped on his back, unable to move more than his
head. He soon realizes there is a large blade-like pendulum hanging above him, slowly getting closer to cutting through his chest. He finds a
way to escape but the walls of his prison start to move and close in on him, pushing him closer and closer to falling into the pit. The story is
especially effective at inspiring fear in the reader because of its heavy focus on the senses, such as sound, emphasizing its reality, unlike
many of Poe's stories which are aided by the supernatural. The traditional elements established in popular horror tales at the time are
followed but critical reception has been mixed.
The chilling truth is that his story could have been mine. The tragedy is that my story could have been his. Two kids named Wes Moore were
born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both grew up fatherless in similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both
hung out on street corners with their crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did one grow up to be a Rhodes Scholar,
decorated veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader, while the other ended up a convicted murderer serving a life sentence? Wes
Moore, the author of this fascinating book, sets out to answer this profound question. In alternating narratives that take readers from heartwrenching losses to moments of surprising redemption, The Other Wes Moore tells the story of a generation of boys trying to find their way in
a hostile world. BONUS: This edition contains a new afterword and a The Other Wes Moore discussion guide. Praise for The Other Wes
Moore “Moving and inspiring, The Other Wes Moore is a story for our times.”—Alex Kotlowitz, author of There Are No Children Here “A tense,
compelling story and an inspirational guide for all who care about helping young people.”—Juan Williams, author of Enough “This should be
required reading for anyone who is trying to understand what is happening to young men in our inner cities.”—Geoffrey Canada, author of Fist
Stick Knife Gun “The Other Wes Moore gets to the heart of the matter on faith, education, respect, the hard facts of incarceration, and the
choices and challenges we all face. It’s educational and inspiring.”—Ben Carson, M.D., author of Gifted Hands “Wes Moore is destined to
become one of the most powerful and influential leaders of this century. You need only read this book to understand why.”—William S. Cohen,
former U.S. senator and secretary of defense “This intriguing narrative is enlightening, encouraging, and empowering. Read these words,
absorb their meanings, and create your own plan to act and leave a legacy.”—Tavis Smiley, from the Afterword
Includes chapters on curriculum based measurement and response to intervention, dynamic assessment and working memory, diagnostic
accuracy and functional diagnosis, assessment of social behavior, assessment and intervention in reading and writing, and assessment and
intervention in social and emotional competence and self-determination.
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Carol Ann Tomlinson and Tonya R. Moon take an in-depth look at assessment and show how differentiation can improve
the process in all grade levels and subject areas. After discussing differentiation in general, the authors focus on how
differentiation applies to various forms of assessment--pre-assessment, formative assessment, and summative
assessment--and to grading and report cards. Readers learn how differentiation can --Capture student interest and
increase motivation --Clarify teachers' understanding about what is most important to teach --Enhance students' and
teachers' belief in student learning capacity; and --Help teachers understand their students' individual similarities and
differences so they can reach more students, more effectively Throughout, Tomlinson and Moon emphasize the
importance of maintaining a consistent focus on the essential knowledge, understandings, and skills that all students
must acquire, no matter what their starting point. Detailed scenarios illustrate how assessment differentiation can occur in
three realms (student readiness, interest, and learning style or preference) and how it can improve assessment validity
and reliability and decrease errors and teacher bias. Grounded in research and the authors' teaching experience,
Assessment and Student Success in a Differentiated Classroom outlines a common-sense approach that is both
thoughtful and practical, and that empowers teachers and students to discover, strive for, and achieve their true potential.
"Learning how to write opinion and persuasive papers is essential. Your students' performance on state
assessments—and their overall development as young writers—depends on their ability to handle this demanding genre. In
Crafting Opinion and Persuasive Papers, Tim Clifford explains the instructional steps needed to develop both opinion and
persuasive papers. From evaluating positions to adding support, he presents lessons with the genre-specific Target
Skills® you need to support your students' progress. Invaluable for content-area and language-arts teachers, this book
will help you teach your students to examine the validity of claims, comprehend the differences between fact and fiction,
support positions with evidence, and understand audience and author's purpose. Instruction in the craft of opinion and
persuasive writing will also enable your students to make informed judgments about the validity of the messages to which
they are exposed, a vital skill in this information-rich age."
All of our content is aligned to your State Standards and are written to Bloom's Taxonomy. Our program is designed to
make the writing process logical and easy to learn. We offer clear and concise instruction in the drafting and revision
phases to assist your students in creating outstanding book reports. We also take the fear out of writing essays while
giving your students the tools to comprehensively express their point of view. The learning objectives are based on
Bloom’s Taxonomy and you can use this material to supplement your present writing program or for independent student
work. Also included is a detailed implementation guide, student assessment rubric, word puzzles, comprehension quiz,
and test prep. The color graphic organizers will assist the introduction of the skill focus and in guiding your students
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through their successful writing process.
**This is the chapter slice "Using Graphic Organizers for Drafting" from the full lesson plan "How to Write a Paragraph"**
Learning to express one's thoughts in well-written sentences and paragraphs is an essential skill for all students.
Designed to make the writing process logical and easy to learn, our workbook provides opportunities for students to
complete the prewriting process using various graphic organizers and introduces four of the main types of paragraph
forms. The learning objectives are based on Bloom’s Taxonomy and you can use this material to supplement your
present reading program or for independent student work. Also included is a detailed implementation guide, student
assessment rubric, word puzzles and comprehension quiz. The six color graphic organizers will assist the introduction of
the skill focus and in guiding your students through their successful writing process. All of our content meets the Common
Core State Standards and are written to Bloom's Taxonomy.
Fusing Lynn Erickson's groundbreaking curriculum model with implementation guidelines and sample units, this book
puts you on the fast track to using concept-based curriculum.
Engage your child in active learning with First Grade Essentials. This workbook covers these skills: -vocabulary
-consonant and vowel sounds -addition -subtraction -counting money -telling time Packed with fun practice pages, this
workbook helps first graders develop skills for success in today’s classroom. Help your child learn how to apply
classroom learning to everyday life with First Grade Essentials. This workbook encourages children to have fun while
learning key skills in these areas: -basic skills -reading -math Filled with grade-appropriate activities and practice, First
Grade Essentials offers opportunities for active learning and supports the skills children need to think critically and
communicate effectively. By focusing on important school skills, the Essentials series for prekindergarten to second
grades helps build a strong foundation for your child’s success, this year and the next. Each practice page features a
“One Step Further” activity to help your child apply the skill to real-world experiences. The books also include fun
puzzles and mazes in a bonus “Games and Activities” section. Essentials is a complete resource to help your child
develop twenty-first century skills!
Building on the cyclical nature of learning, this lively handbook describes open-ended play ideas to inspire children in
their writing. Children learn the skills needed for writing and reading on a continuum, over time and at different ages.
Teachers, caregivers, and parents will find 150 activities to stimulate the minds of budding wordsmiths.
This series of books is designed to help upper elementary teachers teach a rigourous yearlong writing curriculum.
"Good writing is more than we say; it is how we say it. This book shows how to master fifty key target skills that will improve their writing and
raise heir assessment scores."--Editor.
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At present, graphic organizers have become recognized instructional tools to help support students as they write. The purpose of this study is
to examine the impact of paper-based and digital graphic organizers to improve persuasive writing of fourth and fifth grade students. A quasiexperimental study with a comparison design with pre-test and post-tests was used with the switching replication method. The population
consists of sixty-seven public and private school students in fourth and fifth grade. The most prominent results indicate that the use of a
digital graphic organizer first, leads to significant improvements in the following five writing outcome areas: goal statements, reasoning
statements, supporting arguments, conclusion statements, and overall scores. Likewise, female students also showed significant
improvements in all five writing outcomes. Comparable to digital, the use of paper-based graphic organizers first, resulted in significant
improvements in three areas: supporting arguments, conclusion statements, and overall scores. For older students (aged 10-11), the use of
both paper-based and digital graphic organizers first, leads to significant improvements in the following five writing outcome areas: goal
statements, reasoning statements, supporting arguments, conclusion statements, and overall scores. The overall results indicate that graphic
organizers yield significant improvements in the persuasive writing of fourth and fifth grade students. Furthermore, a consistent finding
throughout this study is that the use of paper-based and digital graphic organizers results in significant improvements in these three areas:
supporting arguments, conclusion statements, and overall scores.
Alex just has to convince his mom to let him have an iguana, so he puts his arguments in writing. He promises that she won't have to feed it
or clean its cage or even see it if she doesn't want to. Of course Mom imagines life with a six-foot-long iguana eating them out of house and
home. Alex's reassurances: It takes fifteen years for an iguana to get that big. I'll be married by then and probably living in my own house.
and his mom's replies: How are you going to get a girl to marry you when you own a giant reptile? will have kids in hysterics as the
negotiations go back and forth through notes. And the lively, imaginative illustrations show their polar opposite dreams of life with an iguana.
“WE NEED TO TALK.” In this urgent and insightful book, public radio journalist Celeste Headlee shows us how to bridge what divides us--by
having real conversations BASED ON THE TED TALK WITH OVER 10 MILLION VIEWS NPR's Best Books of 2017 Winner of the 2017
Silver Nautilus Award in Relationships & Communication “We Need to Talk is an important read for a conversationally-challenged,
disconnected age. Headlee is a talented, honest storyteller, and her advice has helped me become a better spouse, friend, and mother.”
(Jessica Lahey, author of New York Times bestseller The Gift of Failure) Today most of us communicate from behind electronic screens, and
studies show that Americans feel less connected and more divided than ever before. The blame for some of this disconnect can be attributed
to our political landscape, but the erosion of our conversational skills as a society lies with us as individuals. And the only way forward, says
Headlee, is to start talking to each other. In We Need to Talk, she outlines the strategies that have made her a better conversationalist—and
offers simple tools that can improve anyone’s communication. For example: BE THERE OR GO ELSEWHERE. Human beings are incapable
of multitasking, and this is especially true of tasks that involve language. Think you can type up a few emails while on a business call, or hold
a conversation with your child while texting your spouse? Think again. CHECK YOUR BIAS. The belief that your intelligence protects you
from erroneous assumptions can end up making you more vulnerable to them. We all have blind spots that affect the way we view others.
Check your bias before you judge someone else. HIDE YOUR PHONE. Don’t just put down your phone, put it away. New research suggests
that the mere presence of a cell phone can negatively impact the quality of a conversation. Whether you’re struggling to communicate with
your kid’s teacher at school, an employee at work, or the people you love the most—Headlee offers smart strategies that can help us all have
conversations that matter.
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A hilarious companion to I Wanna Iguana. Ever since their baby sister came along, Alex has been forced to share a room with his little
brother, Ethan, and it's a nightmare. Ethan always breaks stuff, snores like a walrus, and sticks crayons up his nose. No hardworking, wellbehaved, practically grown-up boy like Alex should have to put up with that! Writing letters to his mom convinced her to let him get his pet
iguana, so Alex puts pencil to paper again, this time determined to get his own room. Though all of his powers of persuasion can't get his dad
to expand the house, he does come through with a fun alternative to give Alex some space of his own.
Provides fresh, new graphic organizers to help students read, write, and comprehend content area materials. Helps students organize and
retain information.
"In second grade, children move from a "little-kid" focus on print to a "big-kid" focus on meaning. The first unit, Second-Grade Reading
Growth Spurt, teaches children to take charge of their reading, drawing on everything they know to figure out hard words, understand author's
craft, and build big ideas about the books they read. Children learn that books can be their teachers in the second unit, Becoming Experts:
Reading Nonfiction, in which they learn more about familiar topics and grow understanding of new topics while working on word solving,
vocabulary development, and comparing and contrasting information across texts. In the third unit, Bigger Books Mean Amping Up Reading
Power, children learn strategies to build three foundational reading skills--fluency, understanding figurative language, and comprehension. In
the final unit for second grade, Series Book Clubs, children work within book clubs to study author's craft to understand ways authors use
word choice, figurative language, punctuation, and even patterns to construct a series and evoke feelings in readers"--Pearson.com.
Freddy is unhappy about playing the turkey in his first-grade Thanksgiving Day play, especially with Max bullying and teasing him, but his
grandfather and principal both give him ideas for making the part fun.

Imagine starring in commercials and traveling in your own campaign bus! Or seeing your face on bumper stickers and Tshirts! If you ran for president, you would get to do these and other fun things, but you would also have to do a lot of hard
work. You would study the nation's problems, tell the American people about your platform, select a running mate, and
debate your opponents on live television. Finally, in November, Election Day would arrive. You would keep your fingers
crossed and wait for the results—will you be the next president of the United States? A multicultural cast of children
imagines what it would be like to run for president. The entertaining yet informative text is a good conversation starter for
discussions on the election process. A note about this process accompanies the story.
58 color reproducible graphic organizers to help your students comprehend any book or piece of literature in a visual
way. Our graphic organizers enable readers to see how ideas fit together, and can be used to identify the strengths and
weaknesses of your students' thought processes. Our graphic organizers are essential learning tools that will help your
students construct meaning and understand what they are reading. They will help you observe your students' thinking
process on what you read as a class, as a group, or independently, and can be used for assessment. They include: Story
Maps, Plot Development, Character Webs, Predicting Outcomes, Inferencing, Foreshadowing, Characterization,
Sequencing Maps, Cause-Effect Timelines, Themes, Story Summaries and Venn Diagrams.
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Ninth-grader Philip Malloy's suspension for humming "The Star-Spangled Banner" during homeroom becomes a national
news story.
The United States has long been a leader in education. However, the country's students are now in danger of becoming
economically and professionally handicapped. The reason lack of a more rigorous education. One solution is year-round
schooling. But is a longer school year a viable approach to the problem? And is it realistic? Or is summer vacation still a
good idea? Read these essays to find out.
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