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Politics Of War Memory And Commemoration Routledge Studies In Memory
And Narrative
Exploring the concepts of collaboration, resistance, and postwar retribution and focusing on the Chetnik movement, this book
analyses the politics of memory. Since the overthrow of Slobodan Miloševi? in 2000, memory politics in Serbia has undergone
drastic changes in the way in which the Second World War and its aftermath is understood and interpreted. The glorification and
romanticisation of the Yugoslav Army in the Homeland, more commonly referred to as the Chetnik movement, has become the
central theme of Serbia’s memory politics during this period. The book traces their construction as a national antifascist movement
equal to the communist-led Partisans and as victims of communism, showing the parallel justification and denial of their wartime
activities of collaboration and mass atrocities. The multifaceted approach of this book combines a diachronic perspective that
illuminates the continuities and ruptures of narratives, actors and practices, with in-depth analysis of contemporary Serbia, rooted
in ethnographic fieldwork and exploring multiple levels of memory work and their interactions. It will appeal to students and
academics working on contemporary history of the region, memory studies, sociology, public history, transitional justice, human
rights and Southeast and East European Studies.
In 1941 the Japanese military attacked the US naval base Pearl Harbor on the Hawaiian island of O‘ahu. Although much has
been debated about this event and the wider American and Japanese involvement in the war, few scholars have explored the
Pacific War’s impact on Pacific Islanders. Cultures of Commemoration fills this crucial gap in the historiography by advancing
scholarly understanding of Pacific Islander relations with and knowledge of American and Japanese colonialisms in the twentieth
century. Drawing from an extensive archival base of government, military, and popular records, Chamorro scholar Keith L
Camacho traces the formation of divergent colonial and indigenous histories in the Mariana Islands, an archipelago located in the
western Pacific and home to the Chamorro people. He shows that US colonial governance of Guam, the southernmost island, and
that of Japan in the Northern Mariana Islands created competing colonial histories that would later inform how Americans,
Chamorros, and Japanese experienced and remembered the war and its aftermath. Central to this discussion is the American and
Japanese administrative development of "loyalty" and "liberation" as concepts of social control, collective identity, and national
belonging. Just how various Chamorros from Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands negotiated their multiple identities and
subjectivities is explored with respect to the processes of history and memory-making among this "Americanized" and "Japanized"
Pacific Islander population. In addition, Camacho emphasizes the rise of war commemorations as sites for the study of American
national historic landmarks, Chamorro Liberation Day festivities, and Japanese bone-collecting missions and peace pilgrimages.
Ultimately, Cultures of Commemoration demonstrates that the past is made meaningful and at times violent by competing cultures
of American, Chamorro, and Japanese commemorative practices.
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This book describes how the states in post-1945 Austria, Germany, and Japan have tried to deal with the legacy of the Second
World War and how their policies have affected their relations with other countries in the region. It focuses on the intersection of
national interest and popular emotions and argues that it is possible to reconcile over historical issues, but that to do so can exact
a considerable political cost.
Perilous Memories makes a groundbreaking and critical intervention into debates about war memory in the Asia-Pacific region.
Arguing that much is lost or erased when the Asia-Pacific War(s) are reduced to the 1941–1945 war between Japan and the
United States, this collection challenges mainstream memories of the Second World War in favor of what were actually multiple,
widespread conflicts. The contributors recuperate marginalized or silenced memories of wars throughout the region—not only in
Japan and the United States but also in China, Southeast Asia, the Pacific Islands, Okinawa, Taiwan, and Korea. Firmly based on
the insight that memory is always mediated and that the past is not a stable object, the volume demonstrates that we can
intervene positively yet critically in the recovery and reinterpretation of events and experiences that have been pushed to the
peripheries of the past. The contributors—an international list of anthropologists, cultural critics, historians, literary scholars, and
activists—show how both dominant and subjugated memories have emerged out of entanglements with such forces as nationalism,
imperialism, colonialism, racism, and sexism. They consider both how the past is remembered and also what the consequences
may be of privileging one set of memories over others. Specific objects of study range from photographs, animation, songs, and
films to military occupations and attacks, minorities in wartime, “comfort women,” commemorative events, and postwar activism in
pursuing redress and reparations. Perilous Memories is a model for war memory intervention and will be of interest to historians
and other scholars and activists engaged with collective memory, colonial studies, U.S. and Asian history, and cultural studies.
Contributors. Chen Yingzhen, Chungmoo Choi, Vicente M. Diaz, Arif Dirlik, T. Fujitani, Ishihara Masaie, Lamont Lindstrom, George
Lipsitz, Marita Sturken, Toyonaga Keisaburo, Utsumi Aiko, Morio Watanabe, Geoffrey M. White, Diana Wong, Daqing Yang, Lisa
Yoneyama
This volume focuses on the uses of collective memory in transatlantic relations between the United States, and Western and
Central European nations in the period from the Cold War to the present day. Sitting at the intersection of international relations,
history, memory studies and various "area" studies, Memory in Transatlantic Relations examines the role of memory in an
international context, including the ways in which policy and decision makers utilize memory; the relationship between trauma,
memory and international politics; the multiplicity of actors who shape memory; and the role of memory in the conflicts in post-Cold
War Europe. Thematically organized and presenting studies centered on the U.S., Hungary, France, the Czech Republic and
Slovakia, the authors explore the built environment (memorials) and performances of memory (commemorations), shedding light
on the ways in which memories are mobilized to frame relations between the U.S. and nations in Western and Central Europe. As
such, it will appeal to scholars across the social sciences and historians with interests in memory studies, foreign policy and
international relations.
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Why does conflict deteriorate into violence and war? How does collective memory influence healing and social justice in postconflict situations? This book brings together a distinguished group of scholars, policy-makers, justice workers, and social activists
to answer these questions. They look at how people rebuild broken communities and the tensions between reconciliation and
social justice in post-conflict situations.
From melodramas to experimental documentaries to anime, mass media in Japan constitute a key site in which the nation’s social
memory is articulated, disseminated, and contested. Through a series of stimulating case studies, this volume examines the
political and cultural representations of Japan’s past, showing how they have reinforced personal and collective narratives while
also formulating new cultural meanings, both on a local scale and in the context of transnational media production and
consumption. Drawing upon diverse disciplinary insights and methodologies, these studies collectively offer a nuanced account in
which mass media functions as much more than a simple ideological tool.
War memory and commemoration have had increasingly high profiles in public and academic debates in recent years. This
volume examines some of the social changes which have led to this development, among them the passing of the two World Wars
from survivor into cultural memory. Focusing on the politics of war memory and commemoration, the book illuminates the struggle
to install particular memories at the centre of a cultural world, and offers an extensive argument about how the politics of
commemoration practices should be understood.

Laws against Holocaust denial are perhaps the best-known manifestation of the present-day politics of historical memory.
In Memory Laws, Memory Wars, Nikolay Koposov examines the phenomenon of memory laws in Western and Eastern
Europe, Ukraine, and Russia and exposes their very different purposes in the East and West. In Western Europe, he
shows how memory laws were designed to create a common European memory centred on the memory of the Holocaust
as a means of integrating Europe, combating racism, and averting national and ethnic conflicts. In Russia and Eastern
Europe, by contrast, legislation on the issues of the past is often used to give the force of law to narratives which serve
the narrower interests of nation states and protect the memory of perpetrators rather than victims. This will be essential
reading for all those interested in ongoing conflicts over the legacy of the Second World War, Nazism, and communism.
Comparative case studies of how memories of World War II have been constructed and revised in France, Germany,
Austria, Switzerland, Poland, Italy, and the USSR (Russia).
In this interesting study, Jenny Edkins explores how we remember traumatic events such as wars, famines, genocides
and terrorism, and questions the assumed role of commemorations as simply reinforcing state and nationhood. Taking
examples from the World Wars, Vietnam, the Holocaust, Kosovo and September 11th, Edkins offers a thorough
discussion of practices of memory such as memorials, museums, remembrance ceremonies, the diagnosis of posttraumatic stress and the act of bearing witness. She examines the implications of these commemorations in terms of
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language, political power, sovereignty and nationalism. She argues that some forms of remembering do not ignore the
horror of what happened but rather use memory to promote change and to challenge the political systems that produced
the violence of wars and genocides in the first place. This wide-ranging study embraces literature, history, politics and
international relations, and makes a significant contribution to the study of memory.
The Politics of War Memory and CommemorationRoutledge
This edited collection offers an empirical exploration of social memory in the context of politics, war, identity and culture.
With a substantive focus on Eastern Europe, it employs the methodologies of visual studies, content and discourse
analysis, in-depth interviews and surveys to substantiate how memory narratives are composed and rewritten in
changing ideological and political contexts. The book examines various historical events, including the Russian-Afghan
war of 1979-89 and World War II, and considers public and local rituals, monuments and museums, textbook accounts,
gender and the body. As such it provides a rich picture of post-socialist memory construction and function based in
interdisciplinary memory studies.
War memory and commemoration have had increasingly high profiles in public and academic debates in recent years.
This volume examines some of the social changes that have led to this development, among them the passing of the two
world wars from survivor into cultural memory. Focusing on the politics of war memory and commemoration, the book
illuminates the struggle to install particular memories at the center of a cultural world, and offers an extensive argument
about how the politics of commemoration practices should be understood. Commemorating War analyzes a range of
forms of remembrance, from public commemorations orchestrated by nation-states to personal testimonies of war
survivors; and from cultural memories of war represented in films, plays and novels to investigations of wartime atrocities
in courts of human rights. It presents a wide range of international case studies, encompassing lesser-known national
histories and wars beyond the well-trodden terrain of Vietnam and the two world wars in Europe. Emerging from this book
is an important critique of both "state-centered" approaches to war memory and those that regard commemoration
primarily as a human response to loss and grief. Offering a wealth of empirical research material, this book will be
important for cultural and oral historians, sociologists, researchers in international relations and human rights, and
anybody with an interest in the cultural construction of memory in contemporary society.
Memory, Trauma and World Politics focuses on the effect that the memory of traumatic episodes (especially war and
genocide) has on shaping contemporary political identities. Theoretically sophisticated and empirically rich, this book is
an incisive treatment of the ways in which the study of social memory can inform global politics analysis.
How, in the twenty-first century, can we do commemoration better? In particular, how can commemoration contribute to
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post-war reconciliation and reconstruction? In this book, a global roster of distinguished writers, artists, musicians,
religious leaders, military veterans and scholars debate these questions and ponder the future of commemoration. They
include the world-renowned architect Daniel Libeskind, the Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Tony Horwitz, the awardwinning novelists Aminatta Forna and Rachel Seiffert, and the human rights lawyer and Gifford Baillie Prize-winner
Philippe Sands. Polemics and reflections together with poetry and creative prose movingly illuminate a subject that
speaks to our common humanity.
Memory is as central to modern politics as politics is central to modern memory. We are so accustomed to living in a
forest of monuments, to having the past represented to us through museums, historic sites, and public sculpture, that we
easily lose sight of the recent origins and diverse meanings of these uniquely modern phenomena. In this volume,
leading historians, anthropologists, and ethnographers explore the relationship between collective memory and national
identity in diverse cultures throughout history. Placing commemorations in their historical settings, the contributors
disclose the contested nature of these monuments by showing how groups and individuals struggle to shape the past to
their own ends. The volume is introduced by John Gillis's broad overview of the development of public memory in relation
to the history of the nation-state. Other contributions address the usefulness of identity as a cross-cultural concept
(Richard Handler), the connection between identity, heritage, and history (David Lowenthal), national memory in early
modern England (David Cressy), commemoration in Cleveland (John Bodnar), the museum and the politics of social
control in modern Iraq (Eric Davis), invented tradition and collective memory in Israel (Yael Zerubavel), black
emancipation and the civil war monument (Kirk Savage), memory and naming in the Great War (Thomas Laqueur),
American commemoration of World War I (Kurt Piehler), art, commerce, and the production of memory in France after
World War I (Daniel Sherman), historic preservation in twentieth-century Germany (Rudy Koshar), the struggle over
French identity in the early twentieth century (Herman Lebovics), and the commemoration of concentration camps in the
new Germany (Claudia Koonz).
This edited collection contributes to the current vivid multidisciplinary debate on East European memory politics and the
post-communist instrumentalization and re-mythologization of World War II memories. The book focuses on the three
Slavic countries of post-Soviet Eastern Europe – Russia, Ukraine and Belarus – the epicentre of Soviet war suffering, and
the heartland of the Soviet war myth. The collection gives insight into the persistence of the Soviet commemorative
culture and the myth of the Great Patriotic War in the post-Soviet space. It also demonstrates that for geopolitical,
cultural, and historical reasons the political uses of World War II differ significantly across Ukraine, Russia and Belarus,
with important ramifications for future developments in the region and beyond. The chapters 'Introduction: War and
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Memory in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus', ‘From the Trauma of Stalinism to the Triumph of Stalingrad: The Toponymic
Dispute over Volgograd’ and 'The “Partisan Republic”: Colonial Myths and Memory Wars in Belarus' are published open
access under a CC BY 4.0 license at link.springer.com. The chapter 'Memory, Kinship, and Mobilization of the Dead: The
Russian State and the “Immortal Regiment” Movement' is published open access under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license at
link.springer.com.
A look at how our monuments to World War II shape the way we think about the war by an award-winning historian. Keith
Lowe, an award-winning author of books on WWII, saw monuments around the world taken down in political protest and
began to wonder what monuments built to commemorate WWII say about us today. Focusing on these monuments,
Prisoners of History looks at World War II and the way it still tangibly exists within our midst. He looks at all aspects of the
war from the victors to the fallen, from the heroes to the villains, from the apocalypse to the rebuilding after devastation.
He focuses on twenty-five monuments including The Motherland Calls in Russia, the US Marine Corps Memorial in the
USA, Italy’s Shrine to the Fallen, China’s Nanjin Massacre Memorial, The A Bomb Dome in Hiroshima, the balcony at
Yad Vashem in Jerusalem and The Liberation Route that runs from London to Berlin. Unsurprisingly, he finds that
different countries view the war differently. In monuments erected in the US, Lowe sees triumph and patriotic dedications
to the heroes. In Europe, the monuments are melancholy, ambiguous and more often than not dedicated to the victims.
In these differing international views of the war, Lowe sees the stone and metal expressions of sentiments that imprison
us today with their unchangeable opinions. Published on the 75th anniversary of the end of the war, Prisoners of History
is a 21st century view of a 20th century war that still haunts us today.
Memory and the future of Europe examines the role of collective memory in the origins and development of the European
Union. It traces Europe’s political, economic and financial crisis to the loss of the remembrance of the rupture of 1945.
As the generations with personal memories of the two world wars pass away, economic welfare has become the EU’s
sole raison d’être. If it is to survive its future challenges, the EU will have to create a new historical imaginary that relies
not only on the lessons of the past but also builds on Europe’s ability to protect its citizens against the power of global
market forces. Framing its argument through the critical theory of the Frankfurt School, this volume will attract readers
interested in political and social philosophy, collective memory studies, European studies, international relations and
contemporary politics.
First World War-based ex-servicemen’s organisations found themselves facing an existential crisis with the onset of the
Second World War. This book examines how two such groups, the British and American Legions, adapted cognitively to
the emergence of yet another world war and its veterans in the years 1938 through 1946. With collective identities and
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socio-political programmes based in First World War memory, both Legions renegotiated existing narratives of that war
and the lessons they derived from those narratives as they responded to the unfolding Second World War in real time.
Using the previous war as a "learning experience" for the new one privileged certain understandings of that conflict over
others, inflecting its meaning for each Legion moving forward. Breaking the Second World War down into its constituent
events to trace the evolution of First World War memory through everyday invocations, this unprecedented comparison of
the British and American Legions illuminates the ways in which differing international, national, and organisational
contexts intersected to shape this process as well as the common factors affecting it in both groups. The book will appeal
most to researchers of the ex-service movement, First World War memory, and the cultural history of the Second World
War.
Decades after the previously unimaginable horrors of the Nazi extermination camps and the dropping of nuclear bombs
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, their memories remain part of our lives. In academic and human terms, preserving
awareness of this past is an ethical imperative. This volume concerns narratives about—and allusions to—World War II
across contemporary Europe, and explains why contemporary Europeans continue to be drawn to it as a template of
comparison, interpretation, even prediction. This volume adds a distinctly interdisciplinary approach to the trajectories of
recent academic inquiries. Historians, sociologists, anthropologists, linguists, political scientists, and area study
specialists contribute wide-ranging theoretical paradigms, disciplinary frameworks, and methodological approaches. The
volume focuses on how, where, and to what effect World War II has been remembered. The editors discuss how World
War II in particular continues to be a point of reference across the political spectrum and not only in Europe. It will be of
interest for those interested in popular culture, World War II history, and national identity studies.
In a period characterised by an unprecedented cultural engagement with the past, individuals, groups and nations are
debating and experimenting with commemoration in order to find culturally relevant ways of remembering warfare,
genocide and terrorism. This book examines such remembrances and the political consequences of these rites. In
particular, the volume focuses on the ways in which recent social and technological forces, including digital archiving,
transnational flows of historical knowledge, shifts in academic practice, changes in commemorative forms and
consumerist engagements with history affect the shaping of new collective memories and our understanding of the social
world. Presenting studies of commemorative practices from Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe and the Middle East, War
Memory and Commemoration illustrates the power of new commemorative forms to shape the world, and highlights the
ways in which social actors use them in promoting a range of understandings of the past. The volume will appeal to
scholars of sociology, history, cultural studies and journalism with an interest in commemoration, heritage and/or
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collective memory.
Why do some governments and societies attach great significance to a particular anniversary year whereas others seem
less inclined to do so? What motivates the orchestration of elaborate commemorative activities in some countries? What
are they supposed to accomplish, for both domestic and international audience? In what ways do commemorations in
Asia Pacific fit into the global memory culture of war commemoration? In what ways are these commemorations
intertwined with current international politics? This book presents the first large-scale analysis of how countries in the
Asia Pacific and beyond commemorated the seventieth anniversaries of the end of World War II. Consisting of in-depth
case studies of China, Taiwan, Korea, Japan, Singapore, the Philippines, United States, Russia, and Germany, this
unique collective effort demonstrates how memories of the past as reflected in public commemorations and
contemporary politics—both internal and international—profoundly affect each other.
The Hebrew Bible is permeated with depictions of military conflicts that have profoundly shaped the way many think about war. Why does war
occupy so much space in the Bible? In this book, Jacob Wright offers a fresh and fascinating response to this question: War pervades the
Bible not because ancient Israel was governed by religious factors (such as 'holy war') or because this people, along with its neighbors in the
ancient Near East, was especially bellicose. The reason is rather that the Bible is fundamentally a project of constructing a new national
identity for Israel, one that can both transcend deep divisions within the population and withstand military conquest by imperial armies.
Drawing on the intriguing interdisciplinary research on war commemoration, Wright shows how biblical authors, like the architects of national
identities from more recent times, constructed a new and influential notion of peoplehood in direct relation to memories of war, both real and
imagined. This book is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
"A study of American attempts to come to terms with the legacy of the Vietnam War, this book highlights the central role played by Vietnam
veterans in shaping public memory of the war. Tracing the evolution of the image of the Vietnam veteran from alienated dissenter to
traumatized victim to noble warrior, Patrick Hagopian describes how efforts to commemorate the war increasingly downplayed the political
divisions it spawned in favor of a more unifying emphasis on honoring veterans and promoting national 'healing.' Veterans themselves
contributed to this process by mobilizing in the early 1980s to create a national memorial dedicated to all Americans who fought and died in
Southeast Asia. At the same time, President Ronald Reagan, after failing to convince the public that the war was a 'noble cause, ' seized
upon the idea of 'healing' as a way of reaffirming the value of military service and, by extension, countering the effects of the so-called
Vietnam syndrome - the widespread fear that any assertive foreign policy initiative might result in 'another Vietnam.' It was with this aim in
view, Hagopian reveals, that the Reagan administration worked quietly behind the scenes to ensure that the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
would be completed, despite strong conservative opposition to Maya Lin's bold design"--Jacket.
This book is the first to examine the connection between memory and politics directly.
In examining the re-emergence of Russia's White Movement, Memory Politics and the Russian Civil War gets to the heart of the rich 20thcentury memory debates going on in Putin's Russia today. The Kremlin has been giving preference to a Soviet-lite nostalgia that denounces
the 1917 Bolshevik revolution but celebrates the birth of a powerful Soviet Union able to bring the country to the forefront of the international
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scene after the victory in World War II. Yet in parallel, another historical narrative has gradually consolidated on the Russian public scene,
one that favours the opposite camp, namely the White movement and the pro-tsarist groups defeated in the early 1920s. This book offers the
first comprehensive exploration of this 'White Revenge', looking at the different actors who promote a White and pro-Romanov rehabilitation
agenda in the political, ideological and cultural arenas and what this historical agenda might mean for Russia, both today and tomorrow.
While Joseph Stalin is commonly reviled in the West as a murderous tyrant who committed egregious human rights abuses against his own
people, in Russia he is often positively viewed as the symbol of Soviet-era stability and state power. How can there be such a disparity in
perspectives? Utilizing an ethnographic approach, extensive interview data, and critical discourse analysis, this book examines the ways that
the political elite in Russia are able to control and manipulate historical discourse about the Stalin period in order to advance their own
political objectives. Appropriating the Stalinist discourse, they minimize or ignore outright crimes of the Soviet period, and instead focus on
positive aspects of Stalin’s rule, especially his role in leading the Soviet Union to victory in the Second World War. Advancing the concepts of
“preventive” and “complex” co-optation, this book analyzes how elites in Russia inhibit the emergence of groups that espouse alternative
narratives, while promoting message-friendly groups that are in line with the Kremlin’s agenda. Bringing the resources of the state to bear,
the Russian elite are able to co-opt multiple avenues of discourse formulation and dissemination. Elite-sponsored discourse positions Stalin
as the symbol of a strong, centralized state that was capable of great achievements, despite great cost, enabling favorably portrayals of Stalin
as part of a tradition of harsh but effective rulers in Russian history, such as Peter the Great. This strong state discourse is used to legitimize
the return of authoritarianism in Russia today.
Seventy years have passed since the end of the Asia-Pacific War, yet Japan remains embroiled in controversy with its neighbors over the war
s commemoration. Among the many points of contention between Japan, China, and South Korea are interpretations of the Tokyo War
Crimes Trial, apologies and compensation for foreign victims of Japanese aggression, prime ministerial visits to the Yasukuni Shrine, and the
war s portrayal in textbooks. Collectively, these controversies have come to be called the history problem. But why has the problem become
so intractable? Can it ever be resolved, and if so, how? To answer these questions author Hiro Saito mobilizes the sociology of collective
memory and social movements, political theories of apology and reconciliation, psychological research on intergroup conflict, and
philosophical reflections on memory and history. The history problem, he argues, is essentially a relational phenomenon caused when
nations publicly showcase self-serving versions of the past at key ceremonies and events: Japan, South Korea, and China all focus on what
happened to their own citizens with little regard for foreign others. Saito goes on to explore the emergence of a cosmopolitan form of
commemoration taking humanity, rather than nationality, as its primary frame of reference, an approach increasingly used by a transnational
network of advocacy NGOs, victims of Japan s past wrongdoings, historians, and educators. When cosmopolitan commemoration is
practiced as a collective endeavor by both perpetrators and victims, Saito argues, a resolution of the history problem and eventual
reconciliation will finally become possible. The History Problem examines a vast corpus of historical material in both English and Japanese,
offering provocative findings that challenge orthodox explanations. Written in clear and accessible prose, this uniquely interdisciplinary book
will appeal to sociologists, political scientists, and historians researching collective memory, nationalism and cosmopolitanism, and
international relations and to anyone interested in the commemoration of historical wrongs.
This book focuses on the methodology of research on historical memory and contributes to theoretical discussions concerning the use of
historical memory as a variable to explain political action and social movement. The chapters of the book conceptualize the relationship
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between historical memory and national identity formation, perceptions, and policy-making. The author particularly analyses how contested
memory and the related social discourse can lead to nationalism and international conflict. Based on theories and research from multiple
fields of studies, this book proposes a series of analytic frameworks for the purpose of conceptualizing the functions of historical memory.
These analytic frameworks can help categorize, measure, and subsequently demonstrate the effects of historical memory. This book also
discusses how to use public opinion polls, textbooks, important texts and documents, monuments and memory sites for conducting research
to examine the functions of historical memory.
Since the 1990s, questions of Japanese wartime conduct, apologies for aggression, and compensation to former victims of the country’s
imperial policies, have been brought to the fore of national and regional politics. The state is undoubtedly the most important actor in the
process of memory production and along with conservative legislators and the grass-root revisionist movement there has been a consistent
trend towards denying or undermining the existing acknowledgments of responsibility for Japan’s wartime past. However, to fully
comprehend war memory in Japan, due attention must be paid to competing discourses that demand an alternative view, and only then can
the complexity of Japanese war memory and attitudes towards the legacies of the Asia-Pacific war be understood. The Politics of War
Memory in Japan examines the involvement of five civil society actors in the struggle over remembering and addressing the wartime past in
Japan today. In studying progressive war memory activists, it quickly becomes clear that the apologia by conservative politicians cannot be
treated as representative of the opinion of the majority of the Japanese public. Indeed, this book seeks to remedy the disparity between
studies devoted to the official level of addressing the ‘history issue’ and the grass-root historical revisionist movement on the one side, and
progressive activism on the other. Furthermore, it contributes to scholarly debates on the state of civil society in Japan, challenging the
characterisation of Japanese civil society as a depoliticised space by demonstrating a more contentious side of civil society activism. Drawing
important new empirical research, this book will be of huge interest to students and scholars of Japanese civil society, Japanese politics,
Japanese history and memory in Japan.
The book analyzes the theoretical and historical development of war powers in the United States. Due to a variety of changes that occurred
during FDRs administration, the Cold War, and the War on Terror, Presidents now have a dangerous amount of unilateral power.
This collection of essays investigates such diverse vehicles for war commemoration as poems, battlefield tours, souvenirs, books, films,
architectural structures, comics, websites, and video games. Drawing on essayists from Australia, Canada, Great Britain, Israel and the
United States, this work explores the evolution from traditional to contemporary forms of war commemoration while addressing the
fundamental question of whether these new forms of memorial are meant to encourage the remembering or the forgetting of the experience
of war, as well as what implications the process of commemoration may have for the continuation of the modern nation state. Instructors
considering this book for use in a course may request an examination copy here.
German memories of the Second World War are controversial, and they are used to justify different positions on the use of military force. In
this book, Maja Zehfuss studies the articulation of memories in novels in order to discuss and challenge arguments deployed in political and
public debate. She explores memories that have generated considerable controversy, such as the flight and expulsion of Germans from the
East, the bombing of German cities and the 'liberation' of Germany in 1945. She shows how memory retrospectively produces a past while
claiming merely to invoke it, drawing attention to the complexities and contradictions within how truth, ethics, emotion, subjectivity and time
are conceptualised. Zehfuss argues that the tensions and uncertainties revealed raise political questions that must be confronted, beyond the
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safety net of knowledge. This is a compelling book which pursues an original approach in exploring the politics of invocations of memory.
"Japan has long wrestled with the memories and legacies of World War II. In the aftermath of defeat, war memory developed as an integral
part of particular and divergent approaches to postwar democracy. In the last six decades, the demands placed upon postwar democracy
have shifted considerably—from social protest through high economic growth to Japan’s relations in Asia—and the meanings of the war shifted
with them. This book unravels the political dynamics that governed the place of war memory in public life. Far from reconciling with the victims
of Japanese imperialism, successive conservative administrations have left the memory of the war to representatives of special interests and
citizen movements, all of whom used war memory to further their own interests. Franziska Seraphim traces the activism of five prominent
civic organizations to examine the ways in which diverse organized memories have secured legitimate niches within the public sphere. The
history of these domestic conflicts—over the commemoration of the war dead, the manipulation of national symbols, the teaching of history, or
the articulation of relations with China and Korea—is crucial to the current discourse about apology and reconciliation in East Asia, and
provides essential context for the global debate on war memory."
Over the course of the Great War, a quarter of million settlers and subjects from Algeria served in French forces. Thousands more crossed
the Mediterranean to work in the war industries of metropolitan France. On the Algerian Home Front, men, women, and children of all ethnic,
religious, social, and political backgrounds contributed to the imperial war effort. Mobilising Memory is the first study to explore how the mass
mobilisation of Algerian society during the First World War transformed politics in the colony. It asks how actors across the colony's racial,
ideological, and class divides sought to legitimise their competing visions for Algeria's future by evoking their wartime service. Without
diminishing the coercive power of the colonial state, it stresses the agency of the citizens and subjects of Algeria who sought to leverage their
contribution to the war to enhance their positions within colonial society. In doing so, Mobilising Memory explores the consequences, often
unintended, of framing political, social, and economic demands in a language rooted in the experience of the Great War. It argues that the
predominance of this shared political language - grounded in notions of loyalty to and sacrifice for France - meant that most actors in interwar
Algeria sought not to break with the Empire but rather to renegotiate their place within it. While these efforts rarely proved successful, the
volume demonstrates how they radically reshaped the practice of politics in the colony.
X, 334 leaves, bound map 29 cm.
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