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World poverty is an important book offering fresh insights into how to tackle
poverty worldwide. With contributions from leading scholars in the field both
internationally and in the UK, the book asks whether existing international and
national policies are likely to succeed in reducing poverty across the world. It
concludes that they are not and that a radically different international strategy is
needed. This book is a companion volume to Breadline Europe: The
measurement of poverty (The Policy Press, 2001). The focus of World poverty is
on anti-poverty policies rather than the scale, causes and measurement of
poverty. A wide range of countries is discussed including countries such as China
and India, which have rarely been covered elsewhere. The interests of the
industrialised and developing world are given equal attention and are analysed
together. Policies intended to operate at different levels - international, regional,
national and sub-national - ranging from the policies of international agencies like
the UN and the World Bank through to national governments, groups of
governments and local and city authorities - are examined. Key aspects of social
policy, like 'targeting' and means-testing, de-regulation and privatisation, are
considered in detail. World poverty will become a definitive point of reference for
anyone working, studying or researching in the poverty field. Studies in poverty,
inequality and social exclusion series Series Editor: David Gordon, Director,
Townsend Centre for International Poverty Research. Poverty, inequality and
social exclusion remain the most fundamental problems that humanity faces in
the 21st century. This exciting series, published in association with the Townsend
Centre for International Poverty Research at the University of Bristol, aims to
make cutting-edge poverty related research more widely available. For other
titles in this series, please follow the series link from the main catalogue page.
What do we mean by the terms "poverty" and "social exclusion" in 21st century
Britain? What impact do continuing austerity measures have on low-income
families? How can social workers support and empower service users to escape
poverty? An understanding of social division, social exclusion, and poverty is
fundamental to the ethos of social work. This book relates poverty and social
exclusion to social work practice, offering a fresh approach to the challenges
social workers face in helping clients out of poverty.The book begins by
examining the challenges posed by growing poverty set against cuts in services
and tightening eligibility criteria. The book argues that the impact social exclusion
and poverty has on service user's lives requires social workers to gain a greater
awareness of both concepts and their relationship to social work practice.
Chapters consider topical issues such as the role poverty plays in child protection
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issues, and the dilemmas social workers face in working with asylum seekers. A
theme of the book is inequalities in health: that most service users suffer more
illness, disability and premature death, because they are poor and excluded.
Focused on what social workers can do in their practice to address social
exclusion, the book supports students in developing relationship-based and
community-oriented approaches that can actively alleviate poverty. Key features
of the book include: Numerous quotations and vignettes give insights into social
workers' and service users' real experiences. "What Do You Think?" exercises
encourage students to actively engage with the issues and think critically about
their understanding of poverty. Reflective questions are included to spark lively
debate around ethics, beliefs and values. This book is essential reading for
undergraduate and postgraduate social work students at all levels. It will also be
a key resource for sociology and social policy students seeking an understanding
of poverty. "Dave Backwith's new book should be required reading for every
social work student, as well as by managers, policy makers and experienced
practitioners. Carefully researched and reasoned, it challenges social work to
overcome the danger of treating poverty as the inevitable backdrop to practice
and to actively address the intimate, daily, damaging impact of poverty in most
service users' lives. Throughout, using frequent telling case studies, Backwith
confronts the complexities of practice and asks big questions about the political
and policy context of social work." Paul Bywaters, Professor of Social Work,
Coventry University "Dave Backwith provides social work with a strong valuesbased argument for politically engaged practice to address poverty and social
exclusion. He advocates for 'making space' to address poverty and social
exclusion, with an approach that eschews individual and pathological responses,
instead emphasising a community-based and collective /mutual aid orientation.
The book is informed by ecological and health inequalities perspectives and with
chapters on children and families, older people and mental health, should be
essential reading for all social workers." Kate Karban, Senior Lecturer in Social
Work, University of Bradford, Co-convenor, Social Work and Health Inequalities
Network, 2010-2014 "This book provides a comprehensive review of theory,
research and policy on poverty and social exclusion. It identifies the forces which
have narrowed social work's responses to poor people, and how practice could
become more generous and imaginative." Bill Jordan, Professor of Social Work,
Plymouth University, UK "Dave Backwith has successfully argued that social
workers need to practice with a full appreciation of the impact of poverty and
social exclusion on the people who need their assistance. This is, as he argues,
essential for all areas of social work. His book therefore represents essential
reading for all connected to the delivery of social work, students, practitioners
and managers alike." Mark Lymbery, University of Nottingham, UK
Includes statistical tables and graphs.
EPDF and EPUB available Open Access under CC-BY-NC-ND licence.
Policymakers throughout Europe are enacting policies to support youth labour
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market integration. However, many young people continue to face
unemployment, job insecurity, and the subsequent consequences. Adopting a
mixed-method and multilevel perspective, this book provides a comprehensive
investigation into the multifaceted consequences of social exclusion. Drawing on
rich pan-European comparative and quantitative data, and interviews with young
people from across Europe, this text gives a platform to the unheard voices of
young people. Contributors derive crucial new policy recommendations and offer
fresh insights into areas including youth well-being, health, poverty, leaving the
parental home, and qualifying for social security.
This publication provides information on income poverty and social exclusion in
the EU, both in individual member states and as a whole, using the most recent
data from the European Community Household Panel survey. It presents crosssectional statistics which explore the association between monetary and nonmonetary aspects of poverty and deprivation. Issues discussed include: the
conceptual and methodological framework; income distribution and risk of income
poverty; the dynamics of income poverty risk; lifestyle deprivation; and the role of
social transfers. In 1997, the UK, Austria, Germany, Belgium and Denmark were
found to have average income levels above the country average, with Portugal,
Greece and Spain the least prosperous of EU member states, and average
income levels rising at the fastest rate in the Republic of Ireland.
First published in 1998, this books considers defining the concept of poverty as a
collective issue through an empitrical view point on an international scale.
Looking to define ‘poverty’ by compiling case studies by academics writing from
viewpoints in a variety of individual countries.
Both statistically and in policy terms this book should be valuable reading for
students and academics of economics and the social sciences, and policy
makers at both the national and European level.
European welfare states are currently under stress and the 'social contracts' that
underpin them are being challenged. First, welfare spending has arguably 'grown
to limits' in a number of countries while expanding everywhere in the 1990s in
line with higher unemployment. Second, demographic change and the
emergence of new patterns of family and working life are transforming the nature
of 'needs'. Third, the economic context and the policy autonomy of nation states
has been transformed by 'globalization'. This book considers the implications of
these challenges for European welfare states at the end of the twentieth century
with interdisciplinary contributions from first-rate political scientists, economists
and sociologists including Paul Ormerod.
The largest UK research study on poverty and social exclusion ever conducted reveals
startling levels of deprivation. 18m people are unable to afford adequate housing; 14m can’t
afford essential household goods; and nearly half the population have some form of financial
insecurity. Defining poverty as those whose lack of resources forces them to live below a
publicly agreed minimum standard, this text provides unique and detailed insights into the
nature and extent of poverty and social exclusion in the UK today. Written by a team of leading
academics, the book reports on the extent and nature of poverty for different social groups:
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older and
younger people;
and children; ethnic groups; men and women; disabled
people; and across regions through the recent period of austerity. It reflects on where
government policies have made an impact and considers potential future developments. A
companion volume Poverty and Social Exclusion in the UK Volume 2 focuses on different
aspects of poverty and social exclusion identified in the study.
Muslim minorities in China and India form only a small fraction of their respective populations.
Yet as minorities tend to be grouped in troubled border states they are of key strategic
importance in the context of the global war on terror. In this global context, this book compares
the regions of Jammu and Kashmir in India and Xinjiang in China, examining the incidence of
poverty in terms of low and unequal incomes and lack of access to education, health and other
public services. The book argues that economic and social factors (poverty, unemployment,
inequalities, discrimination and social alienation) are more important in explaining social
discontent, unrest and violence than political and religious factors such as the suppression of
religious freedom and cultural identity and the violation of basic human rights. The global war
on terror has diluted the domestic drive for self-determination for minorities in both China and
India; their legitimate grievances are often confused with those of Islamic militants. The failures
of the Chinese and Indian governments to address these grievances in the past may well have
reinforced separatist tendencies. This book calls for a strategy to combine vigorous antipoverty programs with the prevention of extremist infiltration from abroad as the only way to
peaceful development.
This book honors the memory of Tony Atkinson, who made significant contributions to the
rigorous study of income inequality, poverty, and redistribution. These essays presented,
covering a span of over 30 years of research and scholarship, have been at the forefront of
distributional analysis, and many of them are of prime importance for contemporary
developments in the real-valued measurement of poverty and inequality, with particular
reference to the concepts of fuzzy poverty assessment, vulnerability,
heterogeneity/multidimensionality, unit consistency, sub-group decomposability, and
dominance criteria. While all of these articles have been previously published—singly or with coauthorship—in a number of professional journals or distinguished edited volumes, this book is
greatly enriched by a substantial introductions by the authors, which place the contributions in
context, highlights their inter-connectedness, and relates them to the work of Tony Atkinson
and other scholars. This book is of intrinsic value to welfare analysts, as well as being a tribute
to a very great scholar by a fellow economist.
?This book maps the latest developments in the policy relevant analysis on poverty, inclusion
and the social agenda in the Western Balkans. It does so by presenting a selection of recent
papers which explore from a methodological and analytical point of view how the inclusion
agenda can be monitored and adapted to understand the challenges in the region. The volume
includes an overview and four sections, covering respectively: (1) innovations in terms of
measurement of poverty and inclusion in the region (the concept of inclusion as elaborated at
the EU level, innovations in survey design to suit the measurement of inclusion,
methodological insights from qualitative work); (2) innovative country level analysis (updating
poverty mapping in inter-censual years, the analysis of material deprivation, the analysis of
determinants of social inclusion, subjective wellbeing of public work programs participants); (3)
examples of country level analysis of drivers of exclusion (barriers to formalization in the labour
market, gender disparities in the labour market, disruption in social networks following
urbanizations, attitudes towards multi-ethnic states); (4) building inclusive safety nets (an
assessment of safety nets in the region, the political economy of welfare reform, microsimulations of social assistance reform, the adoption of better tools to improve targeting
performance). The chapters combine sophisticated techniques which are at the frontiers of
poverty analysis (small area estimation, efficiency analysis applied to household welfare, microPage 4/10
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ground-breaking
papers which take advantage of innovative datasets or
perspectives deeply grounded in the policy dialogue in the countries of the region. By providing
a wide spectrum of innovative and policy relevant analytical contributions this book will be of
broader interest than for observers of the region. ?
In the field of anti-poverty policies, the interplay between the Europe 2020 overarching strategy
and the 'Semester' have marked major discontinuity vis-à-vis the Open Method of Coordination
for social protection and social inclusion (Social OMC) of the Lisbon phase. This book
therefore asks whether and how Europe matters in the fight against poverty and social
exclusion by assessing the emergence and possible institutionalisation of a European multilevel, multi-stakeholder and integrated policy arena in the new institutional framework.
Supranational developments, multi-level interactions, as well as the strategy effects at the
national level are analysed in six European countries - Belgium, Germany, Italy, Poland, UK
and Sweden – with the aim to identify the key factors affecting the implementation of the
Europe 2020 anti-poverty strategy. This book will be of key interest to students, scholars and
practitioners in social policy, political science and European governance, and more broadly to
European Union politics, European integrations studies, sociology and economics.
Without a deeper understanding of poverty as a lived experience in childhood, policies targeted
at eradicating child poverty may fail. This book presents an opportunity to understand the
issues and concerns that low-income children themselves identify as important.
Poverty and inequality remain at the top of the global economic agenda, and the methodology
of measuring poverty continues to be a key area of research. This new book, from a leading
international group of scholars, offers an up to date and innovative survey of new methods for
estimating poverty at the local level, as well as the most recent multidimensional methods of
the dynamics of poverty. It is argued here that measures of poverty and inequality are most
useful to policy-makers and researchers when they are finely disaggregated into small
geographic units. Poverty and Social Exclusion: New Methods of Analysis is the first attempt to
compile the most recent research results on local estimates of multidimensional deprivation.
The methods offered here take both traditional and multidimensional approaches, with a focus
on using the methodology for the construction of time-related measures of deprivation at the
individual and aggregated levels. In analysis of persistence over time, the book also explores
whether the level of deprivation is defined in terms of relative inequality in society, or in relation
to some supposedly absolute standard. This book is of particular importance as the continuing
international economic and financial crisis has led to the impoverishment of segments of
population as a result of unemployment, bankruptcy, and difficulties in obtaining credit. The
volume will therefore be of interest to all those working on economic, econometric and
statistical methods and empirical analyses in the areas of poverty, social exclusion and income
inequality.
Laura Smith argues that if there is any segment of society that should be concerned with the
impact of classism and poverty, it is those within the “helping professions”—people who have
built their careers around understanding and facilitating human emotional well-being. In this
groundbreaking book, Smith charts the ebbs and flows of psychology’s consideration of poor
clients, and then points to promising new approaches to serving poor communities that go
beyond remediation, sympathy, and charity. Including the author’s own experiences as a
psychologist in a poor community, this inspiring book: Shows practitioners and educators how
to implement considerations of social class and poverty within mental health theory and
practice.Addresses poverty from a true social class perspective, beginning with questions of
power and oppression in health settings.Presents a view of poverty that emerges from the
words of the poor through their participation in interviews and qualitative research.Offers a
message of hope that poor clients and psychologists can reinvent their relationship through
working together in ways that are liberating for all parties. Laura Smith is an assistant professor
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in the department
of Counseling
Clinical Psychology at Teachers College, Columbia
University. “Gripping, heartbreaking, and ultimately hopeful, [this]is an impassioned charge to
mental health professionals to advocate in truly helpful ways for America’s poor and workingclass citizens . . . beautifully written and structured in a way that provides solid information with
digestible doses of in-your-face depictions of poverty . . . Smith’s appeal to the healing
profession is a gift. She envisions a class-inclusive society that shares common resources,
opportunities, institutions, and hope. Smith’s book is a beautiful, chilling treatise calling for
social change, mapping the road that will ultimately lead to that change. . . . This inspired book
. . . is not meant to be purchased, perused, and placed on a shelf. It is meant to be lived. Are
you in?” —PsycCRITIQUES magazine “Smith does not invite you to examine the life of the
poor; she forces you to do it. And after you do it, you cannot help but question your practice.
Whether you are a psychologist, a social worker, a counselor, a nurse, a psychiatrist, a
teacher, or a community organizer, you will gain insights about the lives of the people you work
with.” —From the Foreword by Isaac Prilleltensky, Dean, School of Education, University of
Miami, Florida “This groundbreaking book challenges practitioners and educators to rethink
dominant understandings of social class and poverty, and it offers concrete strategies for
addressing class-based inequities. Psychology, Poverty, and the End of Social Exclusion
should be required reading for anyone interested in economic and social justice.” —Heather
Bullock, University of California, Santa Cruz

Based on more than thirty case studies in eight different countries, this book explores
the governance dynamics of local social innovations in the field of poverty reduction.
The diverse team of contributors reflect on the trajectory of social innovation in
European governance. They illustrate how different governance dynamics and welfare
mixes enable or hinder poverty reduction strategies and analyse how they involve a
diversity of actors, instruments and resources at different spatial scales. The
contributions are based on research motivated by the standstill in the fight against
poverty in Europe and the anxiety that conventional macro-social policies are
insufficient to deal with the current challenges.
Chronicles the stories of a group of poor Canadian women, their experience with
exclusion by health and social service providers, and their involvement in a feminist
action research project. From publisher description.
This book re-evaluates the importance of social policies in shaping well-being and
combating exclusion, and enhances understanding of how these policies are formed in
a globalizing world. It emphasises the context- and path-dependence of patterns and
policies of inclusion and exclusion, and provides a framework for supporting social
policy making.
A comprehensive Statistical Appendix provides regional and country-by-country data in
such areas as GDP, manufacturing, sector productivity, prices, trade, income
distribution and living standards."--BOOK JACKET.
This book takes a new approach on understanding causes of extreme poverty and
promising actions to address it. Its focus is on marginality being a root cause of poverty
and deprivation. “Marginality” is the position of people on the edge, preventing their
access to resources, freedom of choices, and the development of capabilities. The
book is research based with original empirical analyses at local, national, and local
scales; book contributors are leaders in their fields and have backgrounds in different
disciplines. An important message of the book is that economic and ecological
approaches and institutional innovations need to be integrated to overcome marginality.
The book will be a valuable source for development scholars and students, actors that
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This text explores the issue of social exclusion, considering its measurement, main
determinants, and ways in which it may be reduced. The editors show how a focus on
the topic may alter the relevant policy questions by fostering debate in government.
This book examines poverty in Poland during the transition to capitalism and in the
decade that followed through the lives of women in disadvantaged post-industrial urban
neighborhoods. It searches for the causes that drive and maintain poverty in changes in
industrial relations, welfare regimes, and family structures and relations.
This fascinating book provides a detailed national picture of poverty and social
exclusion. Chapters consider a range of dimensions of exclusion and explores
relationships between these in the first truly multi-dimensional analysis.

This text provides insights into the nature and extent of poverty and social
exclusion in the UK today for different social groups: older and younger people;
parents and children; ethnic groups; men and women; disabled people; and
across regions through the recent period of austerity.
The persistence of poverty hurts us all, and attacking poverty is a major policy
objective everywhere. In Britain, the main political parties have an anti-poverty
mandate and in particular an agreed commitment to eliminate child poverty by
2020, but there is controversy over how this should be done. This book
addresses one of the main causes of poverty, financial exclusion – the inability to
access finance from the high-street banks. People on low or irregular incomes
typically have to resort to loan sharks, ‘doorstep lenders’ and other informal
credit sources, a predicament which makes escape from the poverty trap doubly
difficult. Over the last fifteen years, a strategy of breaking down the poverty trap
has been implemented, known in the UK as community development financial
institutions (CDFIs), typically non-profit lending institutions focussed on the
financially excluded, and seeking to learn from the achievements of microfinance
around the world. Focussing on the period 2007-09, during which the UK went
into a global recession, this book investigates how CDFIs work and how well they
have helped low-income people and businesses to weather that recession.
Based on a study of eight CDFIs in four UK cities, we ask: what ideas for
overcoming financial exclusion have worked well, and which have worked badly?
What can we learn from the experience of these CDFIs which can help reduce
poverty in this country and globally? We assess the impact of CDFIs using a
range of indicators (including income, assets, education, health) and ask what
changes in policy by both CDFIs and government agencies (for example, benefits
agencies) might be able to increase impact. Some of the key lessons are: CDFIs
need to work with appropriate partners to build up savings capacity in their
clients; the community environment is vital in determining who escapes from the
poverty trap; and CDFIs can never function properly unless they learn how to
control their overdue debts. This book will be vital reading for those concerned
with social policy, microfinance and anti-poverty policies in industrialised
countries and around the world.
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This volume looks at the three dimensions of social exclusion: economic, social
and political. Exclusion is analyzed as a new approach to such issues as the
'new' poverty, precariousness, long-term unemployment, social polarization and
lack of citizenship. The book shows how relational and distributional aspects of
poverty are interlinked.
Issues of poverty and social exclusion are high on the European policy agenda.
This book reports findings from a study funded by the European Commission,
using data from the European Community Household Panel, with a multidimensional approach to international comparisons of poverty and social
exclusion.
Millions of human beings the world over survive in conditions of poverty and
social exclusion, and this is unlikely to change in the years to come. This grave
situation affects the whole of humanity, which cannot and must not shut its eyes
to it. Social exclusion is spreading so much that it is becoming one of the keys to
understanding the economic and social situation of the world today. This book
attempts to deciper the concept of social exclusion. It aims to identify, analyse
and measure exclusion and make it more visible. It also aims to provide a
detailed overview of those involved and their initiatives.
Psychology, Poverty, and the End of Social ExclusionPutting Our Practice to
WorkTeachers College Press
Bill Jordan seeks to fill a gap in social scientific theory by accounting for why a
deterioration in the living standards of the worst-off members of societies tends to
coincide with the resurgence of free-market utopianism as a political creed.
The concept of social exclusion is a central focus of goverment policy and is
rapidly moving to the core of practitioner activity. This textbook shows how social
workers can combat the social exclusion experienced by service users and at the
same time promote social inclusion. Tackling Social Exclusion covers: the
meanings of social exclusion and the common elements of practice needed to
reverse it the skills needed when working with specific groups of people including
children and families, young people and vulnerable adults the neighbourhood
dimension in social exclusion the link between 'race' and ethnic minorities and
social exclusion and the implications of the Macpherson Report for practice how
service agencies can change their organisation to promotie inclusion how to work
with communities to effect change Each chapter is grounded in real practice
examples and explores through activities, case studies and exercises how the
perspective of social exclusion is changing social work today.
Despite India’s record of rapid economic growth and poverty reduction over
recent decades, rising inequality in the country has been a subject of concern
among policy makers, academics, and activists alike. Poverty and Social
Exclusion in India focuses on social exclusion, which has its roots in India’s
historical divisions along lines of caste, tribe, and the excluded sex, that is,
women. These inequalities are more structural in nature and have kept entire
groups trapped, unable to take advantage of opportunities that economic growth
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offers. Culturally rooted systems perpetuate inequality, and, rather than a culture
of poverty that afflicts disadvantaged groups, it is, in fact, these inequality traps
that prevent these groups from breaking out. Combining rigorous quantitative
research with a discussion of these underlying processes, this book finds that
exclusion can be explained by inequality in opportunities, inequality in access to
markets, and inequality in voice and agency. This report will be of interest to
policy makers, development practitioners, social scientists, and academics
working to foster equality in India.
Earlier editions published as: Tackling social exclusion.
Presenting the findings of a major research project funded by the EU (INTAS),
this key volume investigates the regional, ethnic and socio-cultural aspects of
poverty and social exclusion in Russia in recent years. In-depth household
interviews and survey data allowed teams from the UK, Denmark and Russia to
compare different societies and communities in Russia across several different
themes: the definition of poverty in different regional, ethnic and socio-cultural
settings; the reproduction and formation of poverty subcultures in different
societies and communities; the ethnic/national and political values of poor
people; the readiness of poor people for social protest; and a comparison of
Russia with other EU countries. Offering a wealth of original data collected
following a period of rapid impoverishment of the Russian population, the study
considers the challenge this presents to Western European models of poverty
and social exclusion.
Tackling social exclusion should be a central aim of any civilised social policy. In
this meticulously revised and updated new edition of his groundbreaking study,
Sport and Social Exclusion, Mike Collins has assembled a vast array of new
evidence from a range of global sources to demonstrate how the effects of social
exclusion are as evident in sport as they are in any area of society. The book
uses sport as an important sphere for critical reflection on existing social policy
and explores sport's role as a source of initiatives for tackling exclusion. It
examines key topics such as: • What is meant by 'social exclusion' • How social
exclusion affects citizenship and the chance to play sport • How exclusion from
sport is linked to poverty, class, age, gender, ethnicity, disability, and involvement
in youth delinquency, and living in towns or countryside • How exclusion is linked
to concepts of personal and communal social capital. It uses four revised and five
new major case studies as detailed illustrations, notably Be Active, Birmingham,
the national PE and Youth/School Sport strategy, Positive Futures and Street
Games. . Sport and Social Exclusion features a wealth of original research data,
including new and previously unpublished material, as well as important new
studies of social exclusion policy and practice in the UK and elsewhere. This
revised edition surveys all the most important changes in the policy landscape
since first publication in 2002 and explores the likely impact of the London
Olympic Games on sport policy in the UK. The book concludes with some
typically forthright commendations and critiques from the author regarding the
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success of existing policies and the best way to tackle exclusion from sport and
society in the future. By relating current policy to new research the book provides
an essential guidebook for students, academics and policy makers working in
sport policy and development."
In Western Europe, the notion of social exclusion is rapidly diffusing in recent
years. This book investigates the notion of social exclusion as a new way to
approach social issues such as the 'new poverty' long-term-unemployment,
precariousness, social polarization and disintegration. Particular attention is paid
to both the global relevance of an approach in terms of social exclusion and its
value compared to more conventional approaches in terms of poverty of
deprivation. It is shown that social exclusion goes beyond these by explicitly
embracing the relational as well as the distributional aspects of poverty and
emphasizing processes. In this book, the authors explore the specific forms of
social exclusion in the ongoing processes of globalization, deregulation, crisis of
the welfare state, and rise of individualism.
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