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The author is a proud sponsor of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching
Innovations Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend
the annual ASA pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. Understanding
the Social World: Research Methods for the 21st Century is a concise and
accessible introduction to the process and practice of social science research.
Fast-paced and visually engaging, the text crosses disciplinary and national
boundaries, pays special attention to concern for human subjects, and focuses
on the application of results. As it rises to the requirements of a world shaped by
big data and social media, Instagram and avatars, blogs and tweets, the text also
confronts the research challenges posed by cell phones, privacy concerns,
linguistic diversity, and multicultural populations. The Second Edition discusses
newly-popular research methods, highlights the fascinating work being conducted
by contemporary social researchers, and includes enhanced tools for learning in
the text and online. Included with this title: The password-protected Instructor
Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific
resources, including a test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint®
slides. Learn more.
Knowledge and the Social Sciences takes as its point of departure the claims that
all forms of knowledge, the social sciences included, must be seen and
understood in their social context. It argues that the social sciences both describe
and transform their object of study, though rarely in ways that social scientists
intend, and introduces students to the key epistemological and philosophical
terms and issues essential for further study in the social sciences. In a radical
and yet lucid and practical introduction to ways of thinking and knowing in the
social sciences this text investigates: * the origins and consequences of different
types of knowledge in substantive areas of social change: medical practice,
religious beliefs, and the environment * whether there is a decline in public trust
of expert knowledge systems * whether we are entering a knowledge society, a
fragmented post-modern society, or a risk society.
In 1991 the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) published
"Postgraduate Taining Guidelines". Throughout the document emphasis is placed
on the need for universities to make postgraduate research students aware of the
methodological issues that affect their work.; This text explores the relationship
between knowledge, methodology and research practice across the broad
spectrum of the social sciences in langage that is accessible to researchers at all
levels of their research careers. It follows the themes that there is no single
practice or correct methodology, and that the diversity and variety in terms of
methodology and disciplinary focus are a sign of the sophistication and
complexity of the proceses of social research. The text examines socio-cultural
contexts of social research and relates them to contemporary shifts in focus such
as feminism, critical theory and postmodernism. The importance of selecting the
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research methodology most appropriate to the subject discipline concerned is
emphasized.
Since the publication of first edition of this book, social research in general and
social work research in particular, have grown very rapidly. Today, social science
research methodology has evolved to become highly scientific and diverse in
nature. Practice of Social Research very precisely describes the basics of social
research but the primary focus of the book is on the applicability of research
methods in social work theory and practice. Social work research has a unique
role to play in enabling social work students, educators, and practitioners to meet
the growing demands of higher professional standards and accountability. The
book aims to enhance social work practice-a scientific practice-by using various
research methods, tools, and techniques. Key features of this revised edition
include: a section on 'Determination of Sample Size'; a detailed inquiry into
computer applications in data processing and analysis through SPSS software;
and a discussion about 'Hypotheses, ' along with examples. This book will prove
a valuable guide for both academics and practitioners in the social work
profession. The clear, accessible style will make this the ideal introductory text for
those studying research for the first time. [Subject: Social Work, Sociology,
Research Studies
In this textbook, Derek Layder offers a better understanding of the links between
theory and research, and provides an analysis of the relationship between the
two. He develops clear usable strategies to encourage theory development in the
practical context of social research, and introduces a new approach - adaptive
theory - which can be used to generate new theory as well as develop existing
theory in conjunction with empirical research. Layder concludes by providing an
outline of new rules of sociological method that show how adaptive theory can be
put into practice.
The Practice of Research in Social Work introduces research methods as an
integrated set of techniques for investigating the problems encountered in social
work. This innovative text encourages students to connect technique and
substance, to understand research methods as an integrated whole, and to
appreciate the value of qualitative and quantitative alternatives. The text enables
students to both critically evaluate research literature and to develop the skills to
engage in research and practice evaluation.
This thorough revision of Babbie's standard-setting text presents a succinct,
straightforward introduction to the field of research methods as practiced by
social scientists. Contemporary examples, such as terrorism, Alzheimer's
disease, anti-gay prejudice and education, and the legalization of marijuana,
introduce students to the how-tos and whys of social research methods. With
increased emphasis on qualitative research and practical applications, this
edition is authoritative yet student-friendly and engaging enough to help students
connect the dots between the world of social research and the real world.
Available with InfoTrac Student Collections http://gocengage.com/infotrac.
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Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the
product text may not be available in the ebook version.
In this Ninth Edition, award-winning author Russell K. Schutt continues to make
the field come alive with current, compelling examples of high quality research
and the latest innovations in research methodology, along with a clear and
comprehensive introduction to the logic and techniques of social science
research. New to this Edition: The latest advances in research methods are
woven into the text from over 90 new research articles and books, covering topic
like guidelines for writing research questions; distinguishing conceptual
frameworks; techniques of video ethnography; abductive analysis; the value of
systematic literature reviews and new human subjects rules; concerns about
replicability and publication bias; and the rise of predatory journals. The rapidly
increasing role of the Internet in both social relations and social research is
reflected in new sections on systematic literature reviews, advances in online
survey methods, geodata, digital ethnography, web experiments, online
qualitative research, and new sources of big data. Current examples using
research on pressing social issues such as inequality, healthcare, and police
behavior offer students illustrate how social research contributes to
understanding issues that are in the news and shaping their world.
Earl Babbie, best-selling author in the field, is joined by Lucia Benaquisto,
experienced researcher and teacher for The Basics of Social Research, First
Canadian Edition. This outstanding author team makes abstract theory
understandable with humour and down-to-earth examples. Canadian examples
and Canadian social science research make the text even more relevant to
students. This textbook is for a one semester course in research methods. The
adaptation is unique because it took the American edition but added unique
chapters and methods based on the reviewers? desire for comprehensive
coverage. There is more material on ethics and qualitative research in the
Canadian edition. There is also coverage of a more advanced topic, the
elaboration model. This adaptation is also uniquein the Canadian market
because of its rich ancillary package.
This thorough revision of Babbie's standard-setting text presents a succinct,
straightforward introduction to the field of research methods as practiced by
social scientists. Contemporary examples, such as terrorism, Alzheimer's
disease, anti-gay prejudice and education, and the legalization of marijuana,
introduce students to the how-tos and whys of social research methods. Updated
with new data, expanded coverage of online research and other topics, and new
Learning Objectives for each chapter to focus students' attention on important
concepts, this edition continues to be authoritative yet student-friendly and
engaging as it helps students connect the dots between the world of social
research and the real world. Important Notice: Media content referenced within
the product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook
version.
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The Routledge Handbook of Social Work Practice Research is the first
international handbook to focus on practice research for social work. Bringing
together leading scholars in the field from Europe, the USA and the Asia Pacific
region, it provides an up-to-the minute overview of the latest thinking in practice
research whilst also providing practical advice on how to undertake practice
research in the field. It is divided into five sections: State of the art Methodologies
Pedagogies Applications Expanding the frontiers The range of topics discussed
will enhance student development as well as increase the capacity of
practitioners to conduct research; develop coordinating and leadership roles; and
liaise with multiple stakeholders who will strengthen the context base for practice
research. As such, this handbook will be essential reading for all social work
students, practitioners and academics as well as those working in other health
and social care settings.
This completely revised and greatly expanded edition of Doing Qualitative
Research spans the spectrum of primary care research, illustrating when
methods are appropriate and how to use them. New to this edition are additional
collection methods, a new section on analysis and interpretation, more emphasis
on participatory strategies, and suggestions for evaluating quality and enhancing
reflexivity incorporated throughout the text. Each chapter is written by a gifted
researcher who: defines their topic and the context of their research, defines key
themes and processes, provides examples, explores theory, and shares their
excitement of discovery. The book is richly illustrated throughout with detailed
examples.
This thorough revision of Babbie's standard-setting book for the course offers
students a comprehensive, straightforward introduction to the field of research
methods as practiced by sociologists and other social scientists. Emphasizing the
importance of the research process, the book shows students how social
scientists design research studies, introduces the variety of observation modes
used by sociologists, and covers the "how-tos" and "whys" of social research
methods. Students learn how to conduct various types of research, when it is
appropriate to use each method, and how to analyze qualitative and quantitative
data using the Elaboration Model. The 10th edition provides students with the
necessary tools for understanding social research methods and for applying
these concepts both inside and outside the classroom--as researchers and as
consumers of research. Retaining the authoritative coverage of the research
process that has made the book a best-seller, the new edition is more studentfriendly than ever. The new edition features a completely new chapter on reading
and writing social research, a streamlined organization, a new running glossary,
and a new Research Writing and Chapter Tutorial CD-ROM that not only helps
students every step of the way in writing research papers, but also links to
chapter by chapter online tutorials that will help them master the concepts and
techniques of the course.
The Process of Social Research successfully meets two major challenges of
Page 4/11

Online Library Practice Of Social Research Social Work Perspective
teaching social science methods: to make the material interesting and accessible
to students, and to provide them with the tools necessary to understand,
evaluate, and conduct research. Authors Jeffrey C. Dixon, Royce A. Singleton,
Jr., and Bruce C. Straits employ a conversational writing style that is engaging
and student-friendly. Using everyday examples to introduce chapters and clarify
complex concepts, they provide current research examples on such cutting-edge
topics as immigration, family composition, prosecutorial misconduct, organized
racism, homelessness, social inequality and education, and alcohol consumption
and grades. Placing a unique emphasis on the research process, the book helps
students understand the logic and mechanics of social research, giving them the
tools and the power to evaluate the research of others and to conduct their own
research. Beginning with the introduction, every chapter contains flowcharts of
research processes. As each diagram is presented, the authors relate the
specific method to the overall research process. Then, over the course of the
chapter or section, they flesh out each step. This way, they convey information
about the "nuts and bolts" of research while ensuring that students do not lose
sight of the logic of inquiry. Comprehensive and up-to-date without attempting to
be encyclopedic in its coverage, The Process of Social Research provides a
balance between qualitative and quantitative research, taking a more integrated
approach to describing the relationship between theory and research.
Practice and Research is an overview of Professor Ian Shaw's analysis of the
complexity and challenges of the practice/research relationship in social work - a
theme that has been the focus of much of his writing over his career. Introduced
with a new essay that reflects on the 'serendipity, misfires and occasional
patterns' in his work, the book is grouped into five sections. It covers the following
themes, each of which is fully contextualized: ¢ Perspectives on Social Work
Research ¢ Evaluation ¢ Qualitative Social Work Research ¢ Practice and
Research ¢ The Receiving End: Service Users and Research This book has
much to say about the relationship between social work practice and research
and is a must-read for any social work student or practitioner.
This unique reader for research methods courses looks at how social scientists
ask and answer questions. The Practice of Research presents a practical guide
to doing research by excerpting well-known studies by some of the most
distinguished social science researchers in the field today. The excerpts
represent nine methodological approaches and are accompanied by reflections
where authors reveal how they resolved some of the challenges that face almost
all research projects. Contributors include: * Jessica Brown, University of
Houston * Shelley Correll, Stanford University * Eszter Hargittai, Northwestern
University * Michael T. Heaney, University of Michigan * Steven Hitlin, University
of Iowa; J. Scott Brown, Miami University; and Glen H. Elder, Jr., University of
North Carolina * Ziad Munson, Lehigh University * Mario Luis Small, University of
Chicago The personal reflections written by authors of each excerpted paper
were prepared specifically for this volume. Focusing on the experience of actually
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doing research, The Practice of Research illustrates methods in action. This
volume lets students not just read exemplary papers, but also gives students
access to these authors as they personally narrate their practical solutions to
common research challenges.
The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations
Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA
pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. The Fourth Edition of The Practice of
Research in Social Work introduces an integrated set of techniques for evaluating
research and practice problems as well as conducting studies. Evidence-based practice
comes alive through illustrations of actual social work research. Updated with new
examples, the latest research, and expanded material on technology and qualitative
methods, this popular text helps readers achieve the 2015 EPAS core competencies
essential for social work practice.. See the text’s CSWE Competency Matrix, linking
chapter content to the 2015 Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards (EPAS).
What are the alternative ways to construct research objects in sociology? This book
gives you a variety of examples of what to do, how to think, in order to develop and use
theoretical driven methodology in the social sciences.
Brings together international scholars across the social and behavioural sciences and
education to address those ethical issues that arise in the theory and practice of
research within the technologically advancing and culturally complex world in which we
live.
This unique textbook explores practice-based research (PBR), using numerous practice
examples to actively encourage and engage students and practitioners to embrace
research as a meaningful support for their practice. Whilst evidence-based practice
gives practitioners access to information about "universal" best practices, it does not
prioritize practitioner-generated knowledge or promote new research-based
interventions relevant to their own practice circumstances as PBR does. This book
discusses the evolution of PBR as a distinct social work research approach, describes
its principles and methods and presents a range of exemplars illustrating the application
of PBR within different practice methods in different practice settings. The chapters
cover: Identifying the research question in a PBR model Designing a study and
identifying a methodology Sampling Literature reviews Gathering data Ethics Analyzing
data and interpreting results Putting research into practice Viewing the practitioner as
central to the research process, and research as a necessary component of practice,
this invaluable book emphasizes the seamless integration of practice and research. It is
about research in social work practice rather than research on social work practice.
Each chapter includes an overview, an introduction, and a key concepts summary.
Practice-Based Research in Social Work is a very accessible text suitable for social
work students, particularly MSW students, and practitioners.
The burgeoning multidisciplinary field of social and emotional learning (SEL) now has a
comprehensive and definitive handbook covering all aspects of research, practice, and
policy. The prominent editors and contributors describe state-of-the-art intervention and
prevention programs designed to build students' skills for managing emotions, showing
concern for others, making responsible decisions, and forming positive relationships.
Conceptual and scientific underpinnings of SEL are explored and its relationship to
children's and adolescents' academic success and mental health examined. Issues in
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implementing and assessing SEL programs in diverse educational settings are
analyzed in depth, including the roles of school- and district-level leadership, teacher
training, and school-family partnerships.
Using everyday jargon-free language, Designing Social Research guides you through
the jungle of setting up a research study. Ian Greener provides guidance on how to
practically plan your research and helps you to understand the underpinning
methodological principles that should inform your decisions about the methods you plan
to use. It will help you to assess the appropriateness of a range of methods and to
understand the strengths and limitations of different approaches to research. Greener
highlights key debates in the field, both philosophical and practical, and presents them
in such a way that they remain constantly relevant to research practice. Coverage
includes framing an effective research question/problem; examining the jargon of social
research; the links between theory, methodology and method; the role of literature
reviewing in research design; managing and planning the research process; sampling;
qualitative designs; quantitative designs; mixed methods designs and data analysis.
An innovative and accessible guide to doing social research in the digital age The rapid
spread of social media, smartphones, and other digital wonders enables us to collect
and process data about human behavior on a scale never before imaginable, offering
entirely new approaches to core questions about social behavior. Bit by Bit is the key to
unlocking these powerful methods. In this authoritative and accessible book, Matthew
Salganik explains how the digital revolution is transforming the way social scientists
observe behavior, ask questions, run experiments, and engage in mass collaborations.
Featuring a wealth of real-world examples and invaluable advice on how to tackle the
thorniest ethical challenges, Bit by Bit is the essential guide to doing social research in
this fast-evolving digital age.
Designed to help students develop skills in evaluating research and conducting studies,
this brief version of Rafael J. Engel and Russell K. Schutt’s popular, The Practice of
Research in Social Work, makes principles of evidence-based practice come alive
through illustrations of actual social work research. With integration of the CSWE
Competencies, the text addresses issues and concerns common to the discipline and
encourages students to address diversity and ethics when planning and evaluating
research studies. The Second Edition includes a focus on qualitative research, a new
chapter on research ethics, new sections on mixed methods research and communitybased participatory research, and more.

Why use qualitative methods? What kinds of questions can qualitative methods
help you answer? How do you actually do rigorous and reflective qualitative
research in the real world? Written by a team of leading researchers associated
with NatCen Social Research (the National Centre for Social Research) this
textbook leads students and researchers through the entire process of qualitative
research from beginning to end - moving through design, sampling, data
collection, analysis and reporting. In this fully revised second edition you will find:
A practical account of how to carry out qualitative research which recognises a
range of current approaches and applications A brand new chapter on ethics A
brand new chapter on observational research Updated advice on using software
when analysing your qualitative data New case studies which illustrate issues
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you may encounter and how problems have been tackled by other researchers.
This book is an ideal guide for students, practitioners and researchers faced with
the challenges of doing qualitative research in both applied and academic
settings in messy real-life contexts.
Choosing a research method can be bewildering. How can you be sure which
methodology is appropriate, or whether your chosen combination of methods is
consistent with the theoretical perspective you want to take? This book links
methodology and theory with great clarity and precision, showing students and
researchers how to navigate the maze of conflicting terminology. The major
epistemological stances and theoretical perspectives that colour and shape
current social research are detailed and the author reveals the philosophical
origins of these schools of inquiry and shows how various disciplines contribute
to the practice of social research as it is known today. Available with Perusall—an
eBook that makes it easier to prepare for class Perusall is an award-winning
eBook platform featuring social annotation tools that allow students and
instructors to collaboratively mark up and discuss their SAGE textbook. Backed
by research and supported by technological innovations developed at Harvard
University, this process of learning through collaborative annotation keeps your
students engaged and makes teaching easier and more effective. Learn more.
There has been an upsurge in scholarship concerned with theories of social
practices in various fields including sociology, geography and management
studies. This book provides a systematic introduction and overview of recent
formulations of practice theory organised around three important themes: the
importance of analysing the role of the non-human alongside the human; the
reflexive nature of social science research; and the dynamics of social change.
Combining a rich variety of detailed empirical research examples with discussion
of the relevance of practice theories for policy and social change, this book
represents an excellent sourcebook for all academic and professional
researchers interested in working with practice theory.
This book is designed to introduce doctoral and graduate students to the process
of conducting scientific research in the social sciences, business, education,
public health, and related disciplines. It is a one-stop, comprehensive, and
compact source for foundational concepts in behavioral research, and can serve
as a stand-alone text or as a supplement to research readings in any doctoral
seminar or research methods class. This book is currently used as a research
text at universities on six continents and will shortly be available in nine different
languages.
Written by a team of internationally renowned sociologists with experience in both
the field and the classroom, The Art and Science of Social Research offers
authoritative and balanced coverage of the full range of methods used to study
the social world. The authors highlight the challenges of investigating the
unpredictable topic of human lives while providing insights into what really
happens in the field, the laboratory, and the survey call center.
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By emphasizing an understanding of the theoretical logic behind the research
process and preferred techniques, The Practice of Social Research, 7th, helps
students see methods as a way of thinking and gathering evidence. Using an
informal, conversational writing style, Babbie diffuses student anxiety by
delivering clear, practical, example-filled discussions of all the major methods of
social research.
Used to train generations of social scientists, this thoroughly updated classic text
covers the latest research techniques and designs. Applauded for its
comprehensive coverage, the breadth and depth of content is unparalleled.
Through a multi-methodology approach, the text guides readers toward the
design and conduct of social research from the ground up. Explained with applied
examples useful to the social, behavioral, educational, and organizational
sciences, the methods described are intended to be relevant to contemporary
researchers. The underlying logic and mechanics of experimental, quasiexperimental, and non-experimental research strategies are discussed in detail.
Introductory chapters covering topics such as validity and reliability furnish
readers with a firm understanding of foundational concepts. Chapters dedicated
to sampling, interviewing, questionnaire design, stimulus scaling, observational
methods, content analysis, implicit measures, dyadic and group methods, and
meta-analysis provide coverage of these essential methodologies. The book is
noted for its: -Emphasis on understanding the principles that govern the use of a
method to facilitate the researcher’s choice of the best technique for a given
situation. - Use of the laboratory experiment as a touchstone to describe and
evaluate field experiments, correlational designs, quasi experiments, evaluation
studies, and survey designs. -Coverage of the ethics of social research including
the power a researcher wields and tips on how to use it responsibly. The new
edition features: -A new co-author, Andrew Lac, instrumental in fine tuning the
book’s accessible approach and highlighting the most recent developments at
the intersection of design and statistics. -More learning tools including more
explanation of the basic concepts, more research examples, tables, and figures,
and the addition of bold faced terms, chapter conclusions, discussion questions,
and a glossary. -Extensive revision of chapter (3) on measurement reliability
theory that examines test theory, latent factors, factor analysis, and item
response theory. -Expanded coverage of cutting-edge methodologies including
mediation and moderation, reliability and validity, missing data, and more
physiological approaches such as neuroimaging and fMRIs. -A new web based
resource package that features Power Points and discussion and exam
questions for each chapter and for students chapter outlines and summaries, key
terms, and suggested readings. Intended as a text for graduate or advanced
undergraduate courses in research methods (design) in psychology,
communication, sociology, education, public health, and marketing, an
introductory undergraduate course on research methods is recommended.
This book offers an overview of the rapidly expanding field of Psycho-Social
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research. Drawing on aspects of discourse psychology, continental philosophy
and anthropological and neuro-scientific understandings of the emotions, psychosocial studies has emerged as an embryonic new paradigm in the human
sciences. Psycho-social studies uses psychoanalytic concepts and principles to
illuminate core issues within the social sciences. The present volume contributes
to the development of the new research methodologies in a number of ways. It is
written largely from the point of view of practitioners who are also researchers.
Although contributors draw largely upon object-relations traditions in
psychoanalysis, other influences are also present, particularly from continental
philosophy and the sociology of the emotions. It develops an approach to
epistemology - how we know what we know, which is strongly informed by a
living approach to psychoanalysis, not just as a theory but as a way of being in
the world - that is as a stance.
How do social work students learn to use research to underpin their practice decisions?
How do they learn that research is not an activity unconnected to their professional role
and responsibilities, but rather acts as a foundation for their knowledge? By using the
examples drawn from evidence-based practice (e.g. what is known to work and what
we know about social work processes), the authors deliver a text that will help support
students to appraise and then integrate research into both their daily practice decisions
and their assignments and assessments. It will do this by defining key concepts like
'knowledge' and 'evidence' and then look at how these concepts include component
parts - from law and legislation to practice knowledge and reflective and critical
practice. Case examples are used to illustrate how a clear understanding of these
component parts can build to a substantial evidence base from which to draw upon.
Identifying relevant research and appraising its quality are core aspects of the book.
Later chapters show students how robust knowledge of evidence-based practice can
develop into a clear and confident approach to their workloads and their daily practice
dilemmas.
Click on the Supplements tab above for further details on the different versions of SPSS
programs.
Bringing key developments and debates together in a single volume, this book provides
an authoritative guide for students and practitioners embarking on qualitative research
in social work and related fields. Frequently illustrated with contemporary and classic
case examples from the authors’ own empirical research and from international
published work, and with self-directed learning tasks, the book provides insight into the
difficulties and complexities of carrying out research, as well as sharing ‘success’
stories from the field. Shaw and Holland have long experience of writing for
practitioners and students and in making complex concepts accessible and readable,
making this an ideal text for those engaging in qualitative social work research at any
level. Ian Shaw is a Professor of Social Work at the University of York and at the
University of Aalborg. Sally Holland is a Reader in Social Work at the School of Social
Sciences in Cardiff University.
This book is a guide that addressees social science research issues within the aviation
industry. Studies involving human factors, personality, training systems evaluation,
decision-making, crew resource management and situation awareness are used to
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illustrate not only the process, but also the outcomes that can emerge from social
science research. The book describes the principles involved in conceptualising a
research problem, obtaining management support, developing an appropriate
timeframe, obtaining ethics approval and collecting and managing data. It also provides
useful guidelines concerning the publication of research in magazines, academic
journals and conference presentations. The topics are illustrated with aviation examples
and the principles are deliberately broad. This book will be a useful guide for both
novice and experienced researchers, especially pilots, air traffic controllers,
maintenance personnel, aviation management, aviation researchers, safety personnel
and undergraduate and postgraduate university students.
Although postmodernist theory has been related to and explored in sociology and social
policy, this book is amongst the first to apply the theories to social work, and relate
them to current debates. Contributors come from the UK, Australia, South Africa and
Canada and many have professional experience as social workers. They appraise the
key issues in the contested field of postmodernism and feminism and focus on their
applications to practice, research and education in social work.
In this book I have concentrated on drawing attention to various conceptions of
accountability that might be brought to bear in judging the practice of social research.
Much of the book is organized around making explicit the assumptions that influence
what counts as “proper” research in society, including assumptions about how social
inquirers might be held accountable. My focus is on reviewing discourses around the
practice of “professional” inquiry, with a view to reconsidering the way in which people
create expectations for accountable social inquiry. My focus hereon is related to my
concern that the manner in which judgments about researchers’ accountability are
made, is not without social consequences for our way of living in society. I have
approached the issues by beginning with a discussion of tenets of the position called
“positivism” (so named by certain proponents), and by considering the view on
accountability that is implied by adherence to these tenets. Briefly expressed, positivist
argumentation suggests that researchers are required to “do science” in a manner that
warrants their being considered, indeed, scientists. I use my discussion of
accountability as seen within positivist argumentation to explicate ways in which
alternative positions have arisen as ways of treating accountability issues. Through my
way of comparing the various positions, I hope to provide some indication of the
complexity ofethical and accountability issues in social inquiry.
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