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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE SAN
FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE, THE ST. LOUIS POSTDISPATCH, THE KANSAS CITY STAR, AND BOOKLIST Homer and Langley
Collyer are brothers—the one blind and deeply intuitive, the other damaged into
madness, or perhaps greatness, by mustard gas in the Great War. They live as
recluses in their once grand Fifth Avenue mansion, scavenging the city streets for
things they think they can use, hoarding the daily newspapers as research for
Langley’s proposed dateless newspaper whose reportage will be as prophecy.
Yet the epic events of the century play out in the lives of the two brothers—wars,
political movements, technological advances—and even though they want nothing
more than to shut out the world, history seems to pass through their cluttered
house in the persons of immigrants, prostitutes, society women, government
agents, gangsters, jazz musicians . . . and their housebound lives are fraught
with odyssean peril as they struggle to survive and create meaning for
themselves.
Anna Karenina left her husband for a dashing officer. Lady Chatterley left hers for
the gamekeeper. Now Alice Coombs has her boyfriend for nothing … nothing at
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all. Just how that should have come to pass and what Philip Engstrand, Alice’s
spurned boyfriend, can do about it is the premise for this vertiginous speculative
romance by the acclaimed author of Gun, with Occasional Music. Alice Coombs
is a particle physicist, and she and her colleagues have created a void, a hole in
the universe, that they have taken to calling Lack. But Lack is a nullity with
taste—tastes; it absorbs a pomegranate, light bulbs, an argyle sock; it disdains a
bow tie, an ice ax, and a scrambled duck egg. To Alice, this selectivity translates
as an irresistible personality. To Philip, it makes Lack an unbeatable rival, for how
can he win Alice back from something that has no flaws—because it has no
qualities? Ingenious, hilarious, and genuinely mind-expanding, As She Climbed
Across the Table is the best boy-meets-girl-meets-void story ever written.
This analysis of the work of Stephen King explores the distinctly American fears
and foibles that King has celebrated, condemned, and generally examined in the
course of his wildly successful career. * Presents separate chapters on major
works of Stephen King, including The Shining, The Stand, It, Dolores Claiborne,
and The Dark Tower * Includes a chronology of Stephen King's life and 40-year
career * Offers a concluding interview with Stephen King
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER With brilliant and audacious strokes, E. L.
Doctorow creates a breathtaking collage of memories, events, visions, and
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provocative thought, all centered on an idea of the modern reality of God. At the
heart of this stylistically daring tour de force is a detective story about a cross that
vanishes from a rundown Episcopal church in lower Manhattan only to reappear
on the roof of an Upper West Side synagogue. Intrigued by the mystery—and by
the maverick rector and the young rabbi investigating the strange act of
desecration—is a well-known novelist, whose capacious brain is a virtual
repository for the ideas and disasters of the age. Daringly poised at the junction
of the sacred and the profane, filled with the sights and sounds of New York, and
encompassing a large cast of vividly drawn characters including theologians,
scientists, Holocaust survivors, and war veterans, City of God is a monumental
work of spiritual reflection, philosophy, and history by America’s preeminent
novelist and chronicler of our time. Praise for City of God “A grander perspective
on the universe . . . a novel that sets its sights on God.”—The Wall Street Journal
“Dazzling . . . The true miracle of City of God is the way its disparate parts fuse
into a consistently enthralling and suspenseful whole.”—Time “Blooms with
humor, and a humanity that carries triumphant as intelligent a novel as one might
hope to find these days.”—Los Angeles Times “Radiates [with] panoramic
ambition and spiritual incandescence.”—Chicago Tribune “One of the greatest
American novels of the past fifty years . . . Reading City of God restores one’s
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faith in literature.”—The Houston Chronicle
Published in 1947, as the cold war was heating up, Lionel Trilling's only novel
was a prophetic reckoning with the bitter ideological disputes that were to come
to a head in the McCarthy era. The Middle of the Journey revolves around a
political turncoat and the anger his action awakens among a group of intellectuals
summering in Connecticut. The story, however, is less concerned with the rights
and wrongs of left and right than with an absence of integrity at the very heart of
the debate. Certainly the hero, John Laskell, staging a slow recovery from the
death of his lover and a near-fatal illness of his own, comes to suspect that the
conflicts and commitments involved are little more than a distraction from the real
responsibilities, and terrors, of the common world. A detailed, sometimes slyly
humorous, picture of the manners and mores of the intelligentsia, as well as a
work of surprising tenderness and ultimately tragic import, The Middle of the
Journey is a novel of ideas whose quiet resonance has only grown with time.
This is a deeply troubling examination of America by one of its greatest critics.
“You're hooked, you feel every cut, grope up every cliff, swallow water with every
spill of the canoe, sweat with every draw of the bowstring. Wholly absorbing [and]
dramatic.”—Harper's Magazine The setting is the Georgia wilderness, where the
states most remote white-water river awaits. In the thundering froth of that river,
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in its echoing stone canyons, four men on a canoe trip discover a freedom and
exhilaration beyond compare. And then, in a moment of horror, the adventure
turns into a struggle for survival as one man becomes a human hunter who is
offered his own harrowing deliverance. Praise for Deliverance “Once read, never
forgotten.”—Newport News Daily Press “A tour de force . . . How a man acts
when shot by an arrow, what it feels like to scale a cliff or to capsize, the ironic
psychology of fear: these things are conveyed with remarkable descriptive
writing.”—The New Republic “Freshly and intensely alive . . . with questions that
haunt modern urban man.”—Southern Review “A fine and honest book that hits
the reader's mind with the sting of a baseball just caught in the hand.”—The
Nation “[James Dickey's] language has descriptive power not often matched in
contemporary American writing.”—Time “A harrowing trip few readers will
forget.”—Asheville Citizen-Times "A novel that will curl your toes . . . Dickey's
canoe rides to the limits of dramatic tension."—New York Times Book Review "A
brilliant and breathtaking adventure."—The New Yorker
A Study Guide for E.L. Doctorow's "Ragtime," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for
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Students for all of your research needs.
Diploma Thesis from the year 2010 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 4,
Universitat of Szeged (Dept. of Arts), language: English, abstract: In the following thesis the
dear reader will find a lot about E. L. Doctorow, his 1975 novel, Ragtime and anything else in
connection with these two. In my thesis I tried to use all the interesting secondary sources I
had been able to find in order to collect the most important info one might desire if interested in
modern, 20th-21st century American literature, especially in midfiction. Ragtime equals to
anything that took place in the turn-of-the-century United States including many names as
Ford, Houdini and Nesbit."
This compelling account concludes Nobel Prize–winner Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s literary
memoirs of his years in the West after his forced exile from the USSR following the publication
of The Gulag Archipelago. The book reflects both the pain of separation from his Russian
homeland and the chasm of miscomprehension between him and Western opinion makers. In
Between Two Millstones, Solzhenitsyn likens his position to that of a grain that becomes
lodged between two massive stones, each grinding away—the Soviet Communist power with its
propaganda machine on the one hand and the Western establishment with its mainstream
media on the other. Book 2 picks up the story of Solzhenitsyn’s remarkable life after the
raucous publicity over his 1978 Harvard Address has died down. The author parries attacks
from the Soviet state (and its many fellow-travelers in the Western press) as well as from
recent émigrés who, according to Solzhenitsyn, defame Russian culture, history, and religion.
He shares his unvarnished view of several infamous episodes, such as a sabotaged meeting
with Ronald Reagan, aborted Senate hearings regarding Radio Liberty, and Gorbachev’s
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protracted refusal to allow The Gulag Archipelago to be published back home. There is also a
captivating chapter detailing his trips to Japan, Taiwan, and Great Britain, including meetings
with Margaret Thatcher and Prince Charles and Princess Diana. Meanwhile, the central
themes of Book 1 course through this volume, too—the immense artistic quandary of fashioning
The Red Wheel, staunch Western hostility to the historical and future Russia (and how much
can, or should, the author do about it), and the challenges of raising his three sons in the
language and spirit of Russia while cut off from the homeland in a remote corner of rural New
England. The book concludes in 1994, as Solzhenitsyn bids farewell to the West in a
valedictory series of speeches and meetings with world leaders, including John Paul II, and
prepares at last to return home with his beloved wife Natalia, full of misgivings about what use
he can be in the first chaotic years of post-Communist Russia, but never wavering in his
conviction that, in the long run, his books would speak, influence, and convince. This vibrant,
faithful, and long-awaited first English translation of Between Two Millstones, Book 2, will
fascinate Solzhenitsyn's many admirers, as well as those interested in twentieth-century
history, Russian history, and literature in general.
The hero of this dazzling novel by American master E. L. Doctorow is Joe, a young man on the
run in the depths of the Great Depression. A late-summer night finds him alone and shivering
beside a railroad track in the Adirondack mountains when a private railcar passes. Brightly lit
windows reveal well-dressed men at a table and, in another compartment, a beautiful girl
holding up a white dress before her naked form. Joe will follow the track to the mysterious
estate at Loon Lake, where he finds the girl along with a tycoon, an aviatrix, a drunken poet,
and a covey of gangsters. Here Joe’s fate will play out in this powerful story of ambition,
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aggression, and identity. Loon Lake is another stunning achievement of this acclaimed author.
“Powerful . . . [a] complex and haunting meditation on modern American history.” –The New
York Times “A genuine thriller . . . a marvelous exploration of the complexities and
contradictions of the American dream . . . Not under any circumstances would we reveal the
truly shattering climax.” –The Dallas Morning News “A dazzling performance . . . [Loon Lake]
anatomizes America with insight, passion, and inventiveness.” –The Washington Post Book
World “Hypnotic . . . tantalizes long after it has ended.” –Time “Compelling . . . brilliantly
done.” –St. Louis Post-Dispatch “A masterpiece.” –Chicago Sun-Times
“An elegant page-turner of nineteenth-century detective fiction.” –The Washington Post Book
World One rainy morning in 1871 in lower Manhattan, Martin Pemberton a freelance writer,
sees in a passing stagecoach several elderly men, one of whom he recognizes as his
supposedly dead and buried father. While trying to unravel the mystery, Pemberton
disappears, sending McIlvaine, his employer, the editor of an evening paper, in pursuit of the
truth behind his freelancer’s fate. Layer by layer, McIlvaine reveals a modern metropolis
surging with primordial urges and sins, where the Tweed Ring operates the city for its own
profit and a conspicuously self-satisfied nouveau-riche ignores the poverty and squalor that
surrounds them. In E. L. Doctorow’s skilled hands, The Waterworks becomes, in the words of
The New York Times, “a dark moral tale . . . an eloquently troubling evocation of our past.”
“Startling and spellbinding . . . The waters that lave the narrative all run to the great
confluence, where the deepest issues of life and death are borne along on the swift, sure
vessel of [Doctorow’s] poetic imagination.” –The New York Times Book Review “Hypnotic . . .
a dazzling romp, an extraordinary read, given strength and grace by the telling, by the poetic
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voice and controlled cynical lyricism of its streetwise and world-weary narrator.” –The
Philadelphia Inquirer “A gem of a novel, intimate as chamber music . . . a thriller guaranteed to
leave readers with residual chills and shudders.” –Boston Sunday Herald “Enthralling . . . a
story of debauchery and redemption that is spellbinding from first page to last.” –Chicago SunTimes “An immense, extraordinary achievement.” –San Francisco Chronicle
This book analyzes narrations embedded in political disputes, allowing readers to gain a
deeper understanding of modern political reality. The author explores this theme in readings of
the Sophocles tragedy Antigone, the Melian Dialogue of Thucydides, Heinrich von Kleist’s
novella Michael Kohlhaas, Fyodor Dostoevsky's The Grand Inquisitor and E.L. Doctorow’s
Ragtime novel, taking into account the relevant interdisciplinary aspects of the narratives. His
study of these four narrations focuses on key political concepts, such as might and right, selfinterest, legality and justice, the nation-state and democracy, and relates them compellingly to
current actuality. Since narrations can exert comprehensive and lasting influence on
individuals’ political discernment, this systematic analysis allows for a better comprehension of
politics in education and civics.
Critics and the public immediately praised E.L. Doctorow’s;Ragtime;when it was first published
in the summer of 1975.
Stunning and brutally powerful, Falconer tells the story of a man named Farragut, his crime
and punishment, and his struggle to remain a man in a universe bent on beating him back into
childhood. Only John Cheever could deliver these grand themes with the irony, unforced
eloquence, and exhilarating humor that make Falconer such a triumphant work of the moral
imagination.
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From a master of modern American letters comes an enthralling collection of
brilliant short fiction about people who, as E. L. Doctorow notes in his Preface,
are somehow “distinct from their surroundings—people in some sort of contest
with the prevailing world.” Containing six unforgettable stories that have never
appeared in book form, and a selection of previous classics, All the Time in the
World is resonant with the mystery, tension, and moral investigation that
distinguish the fiction of E. L. Doctorow.
A superb collection of fifteen stories—including “Wakefield,” the inspiration for the
film starring Bryan Cranston—by the author of Ragtime, The March, The Book of
Daniel, and Billy Bathgate He has been called “a national treasure” by George
Saunders. Doctorow’s great topic, said Don DeLillo, is “the reach of American
possibility, in which plain lives take on the cadences of history.” This power is
apparent everywhere in these stories: the bravery and self-delusion of people
seeking the American dream; the geniuses, mystics, and charlatans who offer
people false hope, or an actual glimpse of greatness. In “A House on the
Plains,” a mother has a plan for financial independence, which may include
murder. In “Walter John Harmon,” a man starts a cult using subterfuge and
seduction. “Jolene: A Life” follows a teenager who escapes her home for
Hollywood on a perilous quest for success. “Heist,” the account of an Episcopal
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priest coping with a crisis of faith, was expanded into the bestseller City of God.
“The Water Works,” about the underbelly of 1870s New York, grew into a brilliant
novel. “Liner Notes: The Songs of Billy Bathgate” is a corollary to the renowned
novel and includes Doctorow’s revisions. These fifteen stories, written from the
1960s to the early twenty-first century, and selected, revised, and placed in order
by the author himself shortly before he died in 2015, are a testament to the
genius of E. L. Doctorow. Praise for Doctorow: Collected Stories “Here, without
the framework of historical context that defines his best-known novels, we
discover a Doctorow equally adept at plumbing the contemporary American
psyche and are reminded of literature’s loss following his death.”—O: The Oprah
Magazine “These tales—sketches, really, wide-ranging in time, place and
circumstances—are penned by a modern master. . . . What makes Doctorow’s
historical novels brilliant is their engaging prose, smart writerly style,
unconventional narratives and inventive and entertaining plots. Same for these
dog-eared, pre-owned stories.”—USA Today Praise for E. L. Doctorow “He has
rewarded us, these forty-five years, with a vision of ourselves, as a people, a
vision possessed of what I might call ‘aspirational verve’—he sees us clearly and
tenderly, just as we are, but also sees past that—to what we might, at our best,
become.”—George Saunders “Doctorow did not so much write fiction about
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history as he seemed to occupy history itself. He owned it. He made it his
own.”—Ta-Nehisi Coates “On every level, [Doctorow’s] work is powerful. . . . His
sensitivity to language is perfectly balanced, and complemented by a gigantic
vision.”—Jennifer Egan “[He wrote] with such stunning audacity that I can still
remember my parents’ awed dinner-table conversation, that summer, about a
novel they were reading, called Ragtime, that went up to the overgrown wall
enclosing the garden of fiction and opened the doorway to history.”—Michael
Chabon “Doctorow’s prose tends to create its own landscape, and to become a
force that works in opposition to the power of social reality.”—Don DeLillo “A
writer of dazzling gifts and boundless imaginative energy.”—Joyce Carol Oates
RagtimeA NovelRandom House
Winner of the National Book Award • “Marvelous . . . You get lost in World’s Fair
as if it were an exotic adventure. You devour it with the avidity usually provoked
by a suspense thriller.”—The New York Times Hailed by critics from coast to
coast and by readers of all ages, this resonant novel is one of E.L. Doctorow’s
greatest works of fiction. It is 1939, and even as the rumbles of progress are
being felt worldwide, New York City clings to remnants of the past, with horsedrawn wagons, street peddlers, and hurdy-gurdy men still toiling in its streets. For
nine-year-old Edgar Altschuler, life is stoopball and radio serials, idolizing Joe
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DiMaggio, and enduring the conflicts between his realist mother and his dreamer
of a father. The forthcoming Word’s Fair beckons, an amazing vision of
American automation, inventiveness, and prosperity—and Edgar Altschuler
responds. A marvelous work from a master storyteller, World’s Fair is a book
about a boy who must surrender his innocence to come of age, and a generation
that must survive great hardship to reach its future. Praise for World’s Fair
“Something close to magic.”—Los Angeles Times “World’s Fair is better than a
time capsule; it’s an actual slice of a long-ago world, and we emerge from it as
dazed as those visitors standing on the corner of the future.”—Anne Tyler
“Doctorow has managed to regain the awed perspective of a child in this novel of
rare warmth and intimacy. . . . Stony indeed in the heart that cannot be moved by
this book.”—People “Fascinating . . . exquisitely rendered details of a lost way of
life.”—Newsweek “Wonderful reading.”—USA Today
WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD WINNER OF
THE PEN/FAULKNER AWARD NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER In 1864,
Union general William Tecumseh Sherman marched his sixty thousand troops
through Georgia to the sea, and then up into the Carolinas. The army fought off
Confederate forces, demolished cities, and accumulated a borne-along
population of freed blacks and white refugees until all that remained was the
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dangerous transient life of the dispossessed and the triumphant. In E. L.
Doctorow’s hands the great march becomes a floating world, a nomadic
consciousness, and an unforgettable reading experience with awesome
relevance to our own times.
A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth explanation, essay, and test prep
for E. L. Doctorow’s Ragtime, published the year the Vietnam War came to a
close in 1975. As a work of historical fiction, Ragtime uses a turn-of-the-century
America as a pedestal to showcase issues such as freedom, identity, and justice.
Moreover, Doctorow was one of the first to use magic realism to discuss and
dissect the nature of change. This Bright Notes Study Guide explores the context
and history of Doctorow’s classic work, helping students to thoroughly explore
the reasons it has stood the literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide
contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work - Character Summaries Plot Guides - Section and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As The
Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an in-depth tour of more than 275 classic
works of literature, exploring characters, critical commentary, historical
background, plots, and themes. This set of study guides encourages readers to
dig deeper in their understanding by including essay questions and answers as
well as topics for further research.
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"Text accompanies photographs of posters for the missing put up around New
York City following 9/11. It is a personal reflection on the people of the city and
the special bond that gives them strength."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field
provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
This project approaches four of E.L. Doctorow's novels--Welcome to Hard Times (1960), The
Book of Daniel (1971), Ragtime (1975), and City of God (2000)--from the perspectives of
feminist criticism and trauma theory. The study springs from the assumption that Doctorow's
literary project is eminently ethical and has an underlying social and political scope. This crops
up through the novels' overriding concern with injustice and their engagement with the
representation of human suffering in a variety of forms. The book puts forward the claim that
E.L. Doctorow's literary project--through its representation of psychological trauma and its
attitude towards gender--may be understood as a call to action against both each individual's
indifference and the wider social and political structures and ideologies that justify and/or
facilitate the injustices and oppression to which those who are situated at the margins of
contemporary US society are subjected.
Here is E. L. Doctorow’s debut novel, a searing allegory of frontier life that sets the stage for
his subsequent classics. Hard Times is the name of a town in the barren hills of the Dakota
Territory. To this town there comes one day one of the reckless sociopaths who wander the
West to kill and rape and pillage. By the time he is through and has ridden off, Hard Times is a
smoking ruin. The de facto mayor, Blue, takes in two survivors of the carnage–a boy, Jimmy,
and a prostitute, Molly, who has suffered unspeakably–and makes them his provisional family.
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Blue begins to rebuild Hard Times, welcoming new settlers, while Molly waits with vengeance
in her heart for the return of the outlaw. Praise for Welcome to Hard Times “A forceful, credible
story of cowardice and evil.”—The Washington Post “We are caught up with these people as
real human beings.”—Chicago Sun-Times “Dramatic and exciting.”—The New York Times
“Terse and powerful.”—Newsweek “A taut, bloodthirsty read.”—The Times Literary Supplement
“A superb piece of fiction.”—The New Republic
Fictitious conversations about fishing and salmon.
Inspired by true events, this vivid and moving story of a young woman zookeeper and the
elephant she's compelled to protect through the German blitz of Belfast during WWll speaks to
not only the tragedy of the times, but also to the ongoing sectarian tensions that still exist in
Northern Ireland today—perfect for readers of historical and literary fiction alike. Belfast,
October 1940. Twenty-year-old zookeeper Hettie Quin arrives at the city docks in time to meet
her new charge: an orphaned three-year-old Indian elephant named Violet. As Violet adjusts to
her new solitary life in captivity and Hettie mourns the recent loss of her sister and the
abandonment of her father, new storm clouds gather. A world war rages, threatening a city
already reeling from escalating tensions between British Loyalists and those fighting for a free
and unified Ireland. The relative peace is shattered by air-raid sirens on the evening of Easter
Tuesday 1941. Over the course of the next five hours, hundreds of bombs rain down upon
Belfast, claiming almost a thousand lives and decimating the city. Dodging the debris and
carnage of the Luftwaffe attack, Hettie runs to the zoo to make sure that Violet is unharmed.
The harrowing ordeal and ensuing aftermath set the pair on a surprising path that highlights
the indelible, singular bond that often brings mankind and animals together during horrifying
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times. Inspired by a largely forgotten chapter of World War II, S. Kirk Walsh deftly renders the
changing relationship between Hettie and Violet, and their growing dependence on each other
for survival and solace. The Elephant of Belfast is a complicated and beguiling portrait of hope
and resilience--and how love can sustain us during the darkest moments of our lives.
The long-unavailable work by one of America's most eminent writers. Drinks Before Dinner,
called “witty and provocative” by the New York Times, is E.L. Doctorow’s only play. A tour-deforce of language and ideas concerning the individual’s role in and response to contemporary
America, Drinks Before Dinner revolves around a dinner party for the economically privileged.
As Doctorow writes in his introduction, “[This play] deals in general statements about the most
common circumstances of our lives, the numbers of us, the cars we drive, the television we
watch, the cities we live in, our contraception and our armaments, and our underlying sense of
the apocalypse. . . .”
Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time Published in 1975,
Ragtime changed our very concept of what a novel could be. An extraordinary tapestry,
Ragtime captures the spirit of America in the era between the turn of the century and the First
World War. The story opens in 1906 in New Rochelle, New York, at the home of an affluent
American family. One lazy Sunday afternoon, the famous escape artist Harry Houdini swerves
his car into a telephone pole outside their house. And almost magically, the line between
fantasy and historical fact, between real and imaginary characters, disappears. Henry Ford,
Emma Goldman, J. P. Morgan, Evelyn Nesbit, Sigmund Freud, and Emiliano Zapata slip in and
out of the tale, crossing paths with Doctorow's imagined family and other fictional characters,
including an immigrant peddler and a ragtime musician from Harlem whose insistence on a
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point of justice drives him to revolutionary violence.
An overview of the work features a biographical sketch of the author, a list of characters, a
summary of the plot, and critical and analytical views of the work.

A deeply psychological tale by the award-winning author of Billy Bathgate
recounts the experiences of Andrew, who confesses to an unknown recipient the
memory- and truth-challenging events, loves and tragedies that have led him to a
mysterious act.
To open this book is to enter the perilous, thrilling world of Billy Bathgate, the
brazen boy who is accepted into the inner circle of the notorious Dutch Schultz
gang. Like an urban Tom Sawyer, Billy takes us along on his fateful adventures
as he becomes good-luck charm, apprentice, and finally protégé to one of the
great murdering gangsters of the Depression-era underworld in New York City.
The luminous transformation of fact into fiction that is E. L. Doctorow’s trademark
comes to triumphant fruition in Billy Bathgate, a peerless coming-of-age tale and
one of Doctorow’s boldest and most beloved bestsellers.
Doctorow's novels imagine the great moments of American history - the Old
West, the Depression - as backdrops for tales of moral pain and injustice. In
these interviews, Doctorow explores the themes of his work.
The central figure of this novel is a young man whose parents were executed for
Page 18/20

Download Ebook Ragtime By E L Doctorow Wordpress
conspiring to steal atomic secrets for Russia. His name is Daniel Isaacson, and
as the story opens, his parents have been dead for many years. He has had a
long time to adjust to their deaths. He has not adjusted. Out of the shambles of
his childhood, he has constructed a new life—marriage to an adoring girl who
gives him a son of his own, and a career in scholarship. It is a life that enrages
him. In the silence of the library at Columbia University, where he is supposedly
writing a Ph.D. dissertation, Daniel composes something quite different. It is a
confession of his most intimate relationships—with his wife, his foster parents, and
his kid sister Susan, whose own radicalism so reproaches him. It is a book of
memories: riding a bus with his parents to the ill-fated Paul Robeson concert in
Peekskill; watching the FBI take his father away; appearing with Susan at rallies
protesting their parents’ innocence; visiting his mother and father in the Death
House. It is a book of investigation: transcribing Daniel’s interviews with people
who knew his parents, or who knew about them; and logging his strange
researches and discoveries in the library stacks. It is a book of judgments of
everyone involved in the case—lawyers, police, informers, friends, and the
Isaacson family itself. It is a book rich in characters, from elderly grand- mothers
of immigrant culture, to covert radicals of the McCarthy era, to hippie marchers
on the Pen-tagon. It is a book that spans the quarter-century of American life
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since World War II. It is a book about the nature of Left politics in this country—its
sacrificial rites, its peculiar cruelties, its humility, its bitterness. It is a book about
some of the beautiful and terrible feelings of childhood. It is about the nature of
guilt and innocence, and about the relations of people to nations. It is The Book
of Daniel.
Ragtime, the jaunty, toe-tapping music that captivated American society from the
1890s through World War I, forms the roots of America’s popular musical
expression. But the understanding of ragtime and its era has been clouded by a
history of murky impressions, half-truths, and inventive fictions. Ragtime: A
Musical and Cultural History cuts through the murkiness. A methodical survey of
thousands of rags along with an examination of then-contemporary opinions in
magazines and newspapers demonstrate how the music evolved, and how
America responded to it.
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