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Ramayana By Rajaji
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important and is part of the knowledge
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body
of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that
this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a
format that seamlessly blends the original graphical
elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We
appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping
this knowledge alive and relevant.
Hinduism is one of the world's oldest and greatest
religious traditions. In captivating prose, Shashi
Tharoor untangles its origins, its key philosophical
concepts and texts. He explores everyday Hindu
beliefs and practices, from worship to pilgrimage to
caste, and touchingly reflects on his personal beliefs
and relationship with the religion. Not one to shy
from controversy, Tharoor is unsparing in his
criticism of 'Hindutva', an extremist, nationalist
Hinduism endorsed by India's current government.
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He argues urgently and persuasively that it is
precisely because of Hinduism's rich diversity that
India has survived and thrived as a plural, secular
nation. If narrow fundamentalism wins out, Indian
democracy itself is in peril.
Throughout Indian history, many authors and
performers have produced, and many patrons have
supported, diverse tellings of the story of the exiled
prince Rama, who rescues his abducted wife by
battling the demon king who has imprisoned her.
The contributors to this volume focus on these
"many" Ramayanas. While most scholars continue to
rely on Valmiki's Sanskrit Ramayana as the
authoritative version of the tale, the contributors to
this volume do not. Their essays demonstrate the
multivocal nature of the Ramayana by highlighting its
variations according to historical period, political
context, regional literary tradition, religious affiliation,
intended audience, and genre. Socially marginal
groups in Indian society—Telugu women, for
example, or Untouchables from Madhya
Pradesh—have recast the Rama story to reflect their
own views of the world, while in other hands the epic
has become the basis for teachings about spiritual
liberation or the demand for political separatism.
Historians of religion, scholars of South Asia,
folklorists, cultural anthropologists—all will find here
refreshing perspectives on this tale.
Ramayana retold by C. Rajagopalachari from the
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original epic written by saint Valmiki, is one of the
greatest epics of the Hindu religion. It tells the story
of Lord Rama, one of the most prominent Gods in
the Hindu culture. To millions of men, women and
children in India, the Ramayana is not a mere tale. It
has more truth and meaning than the events in one's
own life. Just as plants grow under the influence of
sunlight, the people of India grow in mental strength
and culture by absorbing the glowing inspiration of
the Ramayana. In the present book Ramayana,
Rajaji (C. Rajagopalachari) captures for us the
pathos and beauty of Valmiki's magic in an inimitable
manner. Written in homely style, the work is striking
in its originality and beauty of expression.
The Original Ramayana Was Written Three
Thousand Years Ago. Now, With Breathtaking
Imagination And Brilliant Storytelling, Ashok K.
Banker Has Recreated This Epic Tale For Modern
Readers Everywhere. Sita Has Been Abducted By
The Demonlord Ravana And Held Captive In The
Island-Kingdom Of Lanka. Rama Is Now Faced With
The Bitter Prospect Of A Final, Terrible War Against
Ravana And His Rakshasa Hordes. Sita S Fate
Hangs In The Balance While Rama S Armies
Assemble On The Very Edge Of The Ocean. Using
Only Their Wits And Bare Hands They Begin To
Build A Bridge To The Island-Kingdom. But Time Is
Rapidly Running Out, And The Journey To Lanka
Appears Near-Impossible& At This Critical Moment
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Hanuman Attains A Magnificent Apotheosis.
Transformed Into A Being With A Single-Minded
Mission, He Prepares For A Terrifying Face-Off With
Ravana, And Makes His Awesome Leap Across The
Ocean To Rescue Sita. Will He Succeed In Saving
Her Life And Averting The Final Battle? Surely A
Lone Vanar Cannot Face The Crushing Might Of
Lanka And Survive? But Then Hanuman Is No
Ordinary Vanar...
High above the sky stands Swarga, paradise, abode
of the gods. Still above is Vaikuntha, heaven, abode
of God. The doorkeepers of Vaikuntha are the twins,
Jaya and Vijaya, both whose names mean ‘victory’.
One keeps you in Swarga; the other raises you into
Vaikuntha. In Vaikuntha there is bliss forever, in
Swarga there is pleasure for only as long as you
deserve. What is the difference between Jaya and
Vijaya? Solve this puzzle and you will solve the
mystery of the Mahabharata. In this enthralling
retelling of India’s greatest epic, the Mahabharata,
originally known as Jaya, Devdutt Pattanaik
seamlessly weaves into a single narrative plots from
the Sanskrit classic as well as its many folk and
regional variants, including the Pandavani of
Chattisgarh, Gondhal of Maharashtra, Terukkuttu of
Tamil Nadu, and Yakshagana of Karnataka. Richly
illustrated with over 250 line drawings by the author,
the 108 chapters abound with little-known details
such as the names of the hundred Kauravas, the
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worship of Draupadi as a goddess in Tamil Nadu,
the stories of Astika, Madhavi, Jaimini, Aravan and
Barbareek, the Mahabharata version of the
Shakuntalam and the Ramayana, and the dating of
the war based on astronomical data. With clarity and
simplicity, the tales in this elegant volume reveal the
eternal relevance of the Mahabharata, the complex
and disturbing meditation on the human condition
that has shaped Indian thought for over 3000 years.
An epic fantasy based on the ancient Hindu classic finds
young Rama, heir to the throne of Ayodhya, called upon by
the legendary mage Vishwamitra when two powerful demons
raise an army to defeat the human world. 20,000 first printing.
Ambedkar was a prolific student, earning doctorates in
economics from both Columbia University and the London
School of Economics, and gained a reputation as a scholar
for his research in law, economics and political science. In his
early career he was an economist, professor, and lawyer. His
later life was marked by his political activities; he became
involved in campaigning and negotiations for India's
independence, publishing journals, advocating political rights
and social freedom for Dalits, and contributing significantly to
the establishment of the state of India. In 1956 he converted
to Buddhism, initiating mass conversions of Dalits.
Instead of being a tranquil denouement to a tale studded with
dangerous adventure and emotional turbulence, Valmiki's
Uttara Kanda is a shattering epilogue to a beloved story.
Ravana has been defeated, and Rama and Sita have
returned to Ayodhya. Rama is established on the throne that
is rightfully his and spends his time listening to the stories that
the sages tell him, which answer questions like: Why did
Hanuman not know about his special powers? How is it that
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the mighty rakshasas were defeated by the monkeys? Why
did Ravana never touch Sita when she was his prisoner? But
these stories are punctuated by events such as the
banishment of Sita and the killing of Shambuka. What is said
and done in the Uttara Kanda forces us to reconsider the
events of the Ramayana, urging us to read the epic through a
new and disturbing lens.
In this award-winning novel, Tharoor has masterfully recast
the two-thousand-year-old epic, The Mahabharata, with
fictional but highly recognizable events and characters from
twentieth-century Indian politics. Nothing is sacred in this
deliciously irreverent, witty, and deeply intelligent retelling of
modern Indian history and the ancient Indian epic The
Mahabharata. Alternately outrageous and instructive,
hilarious and moving, it is a dazzling tapestry of prose and
verse that satirically, but also poignantly, chronicles the
struggle for Indian freedom and independence.
Swami Chinmayananda'S Vision Of Teaching Values To
Children Through The Scriptures
This book is the English translation of the Ramakrishna
Upanishadam written in Tamil by Sri C. Rajagopalchari. Here
the author has retold the tales and parables of Sri
Ramakrishna in such an impressive and fascinating way that
they at once attract the reader’s attention. Practical
suggestions about how to lead a really spiritual life and
solutions of various intricate problems concerning different
religions have been presented in such a lucid and easy style
that they will be interesting and beneficial to both young and
old.

The Valmiki Ramayana remains a living force in the lives
of the Indian people. A timeless epic, it recounts the
legend of the noble prince Rama and his battle to
vanquish the demon king Ravana. Even before he is
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crowned king of Ayodhya, Rama is exiled to the
Dandaka forests where he is accompanied by his
beauteous wife Sita and loyal brother Lakshmana. Deep
in the jungle, Sita is abducted by Ravana and taken to
his island kingdom Lanka, setting into motion a dramatic
chain of events that culminates in an epoch-defining war.
Filled with adventure and spectacle, the Ramayana is
also the poignant story of a family caught up in the
conflict between personal duty and individual desires. In
Bibek Debroy's majestic new translation, the complete
and unabridged text of the Critical Edition of this beloved
epic can now be relished by a new generation of
readers.
Presents the Indian epic tale of an ancient patriarch who
cannot decide on an heir to the throne, which leads to
war.
Based on author's thesis (MPhil)--University of Madras
under the title: Modified scheme of elementary education
of Madras State in the year 1953 and its impact.
The essential writings of Dharampal compiled and edited
by his daughter Gita Dharampal
A delightfully straightforward and lyrical retelling of the
ancient Indian epic of loyalty, betrayal, redemption, and
insight into the true nature of life -- one of history's most
sacred ethical works, rendered with completeness and
sterling accuracy for the modern reader. Here is one of
the world's most hallowed works of sacred literature, the
grand, sweeping epic of the divine bowman and warrior
Rama and his struggles with evil, power, duplicity, and
avarice. The Ramayana is one of the foundations of
world literature and one of humanity's most ancient and
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treasured ethical and spiritual works. Includes an
introduction by scholar Michael Sternfeld.
Hailed by Mahatma Gandhi as his conscience keeper,
Chakravarti Rajagopalachari (1878 1972; better known
as Rajaji) epitomized the practical wisdom, religious
tolerance, and statesmanship that Gandhi brought to the
nationalist movement. He articulated how Gandhi s ideas
and practices could be reconciled with the needs and
aspirations of a modern nation-state. His political and
philosophical positions were argued in a manner, and
with an ideological orientation, strikingly different from
that of Jawaharlal Nehru. And yet Rajaji remains virtually
unknown today. Vasanthi Srinivasan presents Rajaji s
vision as that of a theocentric liberal. She argues that he
tried to temper majoritarian democracy with
statesmanship, a free economy with civic virtue, realistic
patriotism with genuine internationalism, and secularism
with a religiosity derived from the Hindu epics. Examining
his political ideas and actions alongside his literary
works, as well as in relation to statesmen-ideologues
such as Nehru and Periyar, she shows how Rajaji
steered clear of ideological dogma and charted an ethic
of responsibility.

Ancient India, like ancient Greece boasts of two
great Epics. One of them, the Maha-bharata, relates
to a great war in which all the warlike races of
Northern India took a share, and may therefore be
compared to the Iliad. The great war which is the
subject of this Epic is believed to have been fought
in the thirteenth or fourteenth century before Christ.
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The war thus became the centre of a cycle of
legends, songs, and poems in ancient India, the vast
mass of legends and poetry, accumulated during
centuries, was cast in a narrative form and formed
the Epic of the Great Bharata nation, and therefore
called the Maha-bharata. The real facts of the war
had been obliterated by age, legendary heroes had
become the principal actors, and, as is invariably the
case in India, the thread of a high moral purpose, of
the triumph of virtue and the subjugation of vice, was
woven into the fabric of the great Epic.
Whether the story of the Raamaayana had really
happened or it is a creation of the human
imagination is difficult to argue. But the story is
unusual (and at the same time, beautifully)
structured- original in content and with remarkable
characters and stunning events- that it is more likely
that it is all a fact and not fabricated fiction. Mixed
with divine and human elements, the story has had
an irresistible appeal from time immemorial. The
oldest and most complex version of The
Raamaayana is by Sage Vaalmeeki. Legend has it
God Brahma himself had ordained that Vaalmeeki
should write the Raamaayan and the gist of the story
was narrated to Vaalmeeki by Sage Naarada. It is
amazing how from a brief narration, Vaalmeeki could
fill i all the details to compose a monumental epic of
about 22,000 verses. It shows the power of
Vaalmeeki's vision.
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Presents An English Version Duly Edited Of The 7Th
Century Work Of Bhavabhuti Which Deals With The
Historyof Rama`S Later Life, His Coronation,
Abandonment Of Sita And Their Final Reunion.
Deals With All The 7 Acts-The Last Being-The
Reunion.
The definitive biography of free India's first Head of
State Chakravarti Rajagopalachari (1878-1972),
popularly called C.R. or Rajaji, is usually
remembered as free India's Governor-General, or
the first Indian Head of State. At one time considered
Gandhi's heir, this brilliant lawyer from Salem was
regarded in pre-independence years as one of the
top five leaders of the Congress along with Nehru,
Prasad, Patel and Azad. This biography written by
Rajaji's grandson, the noted historian and biographer
Rajmohan Gandhi, highlights Rajaji's role in the
events preceding Partition. A statesman and
conciliator of conflicts between stalwarts, he was
perhaps the sole Congress leader in the forties to
admit to the likelihood of Partition. He prophesied
even then that Pakistan might break up in twenty-five
years! Later, C.R. became a strident critic of Nehru
and the Congress. As a founder of the Swatantra
party in the fifties, he attacked the 'permit-license
Raj' fearing its potential for corruption and
stagnation, even while the tide was in favour of
Nehru's socialistic pattern. Meticulously researched,
using C.R.'s private papers, his contemporaries'
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archives, extensive interviews with eyewitnesses
and contemporary accounts and newspapers, this
intensely personal, yet objective account gives us an
unparalleled portrait of one of the outstanding
Indians of this century.
Mah bh rata (including Harivam a) and R m yan a,
the two great Sanskrit Epics central to the whole of
Indian Culture, form the subject of this new work.The
book begins by examining the relationship of the
epics to the Vedas and the role of the bards who
produced them. The core of the work, a study of the
linguistic and stylistic features of the epics, precedes
the examination of the material culture, the social,
economic and political aspects, and the religious
aspects. The final chapter presents the wider picture
and in conclusion even looks into the future of epic
studies.In this long overdue survey work the author
synthesizes the results of previous scholarship in the
field. Herewith a coherent view is built up of the
nature and the significance of these two central
epics, both in themselves, and in relation to Indian
culture as a whole.
The great Indian epic rendered in modern prose
India's most beloved and enduring legend, the
Ramayana is widely acknowledged to be one of the
world's great literary masterpieces. Still an integral
part of India's cultural and religious expression, the
Ramayana was originally composed by the Sanskrit
poet Valmiki around 300 b.c. The epic of Prince
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Rama's betrayal, exile, and struggle to rescue his
faithful wife, Sita, from the clutches of a demon and
to reclaim his throne has profoundly affected the
literature, art, and culture of South and Southeast
Asia—an influence most likely unparalleled in the
history of world literature, except, possibly, for the
Bible. Throughout the centuries, countless versions
of the epic have been produced in numerous formats
and languages. But previous English versions have
been either too short to capture the magnitude of the
original; too secular in presenting what is, in effect,
scripture; or dry, line-by-line translations. Now
novelist Ramesh Menon has rendered the tale in
lyrical prose that conveys all the beauty and
excitement of the original, while making this spiritual
and literary classic accessible to a new generation of
readers.
The Mahabharata tells a story of such violence and
tragedy that many people in India refuse to keep the full
text in their homes, fearing that if they do, they will invite
a disastrous fate upon their house. Covering everything
from creation to destruction, this ancient poem remains
an indelible part of Hindu culture and a landmark in
ancient literature. Centuries of listeners and readers
have been drawn to The Mahabharata, which began as
disparate oral ballads and grew into a sprawling epic.
The modern version is famously long, and at more than
1.8 million words—seven times the combined lengths of
the Iliad and Odyssey—it can be incredibly daunting.
Contemporary readers have a much more accessible
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entry point to this important work, thanks to R. K.
Narayan’s masterful translation and abridgement of the
poem. Now with a new foreword by Wendy Doniger, as
well as a concise character and place guide and a family
tree, The Mahabharata is ready for a new generation of
readers. As Wendy Doniger explains in the foreword,
“Narayan tells the stories so well because they’re all his
stories.” He grew up hearing them, internalizing their
mythology, which gave him an innate ability to choose
the right passages and their best translations. In this
elegant translation, Narayan ably distills a tale that is
both traditional and constantly changing. He draws from
both scholarly analysis and creative interpretation and
vividly fuses the spiritual with the secular. Through this
balance he has produced a translation that is not only
clear, but graceful, one that stands as its own story as
much as an adaptation of a larger work.
The Ramayana is certainly one of the world's oldest
legends.Modern scholars claim that it was first
composed around 300 BC.The devout hindu believes
that Rama lived many hundred millenia ago,in the treta
yuga, and that was also when the Valmiki first told his
immortal story.The epic is called the Adi Kavya,the
world's first poem.The God Brahma himself is meant to
have inspired Valmiki to creat his classics,in twenty-four
thousand slokas. The sages of India have always said
that thye true purpose of the Ramayana is to awaken its
reader spiritually, and to send him forth on the great
journey that leads to moksha,to God. These masters of
old held that listening to the Ramayana washes one's
sins and purifies the body and the mind. They also
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believed that hearing or reading the epic with faith will
give a man anything at all that his heart desires.
Besides,the legend is a literary masterpiece in every
sense,full of enchantment,mystery and wisdom. Hardly a
handful of books in any language, from any age or part
of the world, can be compared to it. The epic came
through the mists of time in the ancient oral tradition of
guru and shishya, before it was first written down. Alonng
the way, surely, numberless variations and
embellishments were introduces into it by a host of now
forgotten rishis, pauranikas, and even grandmothers
telling Rama's story to their grandchindren- in so many
different languages and folk traditions. There is also a
comparatively recent traditions of retelling the Ramayana
in English, to which this volume belongs. Though he
takes no liberties with the story, Ramesh menon's
Ramayana is a novelist's lush, imaginative rendering of
the epic, rather than a scholar's translation. Yet, even if
the language he uses is modern and exciting, his book
remains, first and last, a work of worship, of bhakti. As he
wrote and rewrote it for ten years, this was his offering to
Rama.
Retelling of the Mahabharata in the form of stories.
Home to one of the ancient civilizations of the world,
India is also the birthplace of a dizzying array of gods
worshipped by millions of Hindus living in India and
across the globe. Over the centuries many of these gods
rose to power and became the object of utmost devotion,
only to fall from grace and lose their standing. These
deities shared a peculiar trait: they were never perfect. In
this multivolume series entitled, The Galaxy of Hindu
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Gods, Sach takes you on an extended journey to meet
with the gods and share their tales with you. Among the
multitude of deities, the most ancient are the Vedic gods,
which include luminaries like Indra, Surya, Varuna, Agni,
and others. Today a minor deity, the Vedic Indra was
once the ruler of the three worlds who, under the
influence of a mysterious power drink, fought with the
demons and vanquished them. His reign did not last
long. His comrades Surya and Varuna also had their
glory days but were overthrown by other gods of the
pantheon. Yet, after thousands of years, gods like Indra,
Surya, and Varuna are still household names and
honored in Hindu rituals and traditions. If you know little
or nothing about Hindu mythology, this is your ideal
starting point where you will meet the overwhelming
array of Hindu gods and learn about their wonderful
stories.
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