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Reading The Rocks Autobiography Of Earth Marcia Bjornerud
Joe Perry’s New York Times bestselling memoir of life in the rock-and-roll band Aerosmith: “An insightful and harrowing roller
coaster ride through the career of one of rock and roll’s greatest guitarists. Strap yourself in” (Slash). Before the platinum records
or the Super Bowl half-time show or the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Joe Perry was a boy growing up in small-town
Massachusetts. He idolized Jacques Cousteau and built his own diving rig that he used to explore a local lake. He dreamed of
becoming a marine biologist. But Perry’s neighbors had teenage sons, and those sons had electric guitars, and the noise he
heard when they started playing would change his life. The guitar became his passion, an object of lust, an outlet for his
restlessness and his rebellious soul. That passion quickly blossomed into an obsession, and he got a band together. One night
after a performance he met a brash young musician named Steven Tyler; before long, Aerosmith was born. What happened over
the next forty-five years has become the stuff of legend: the knockdown, drag-out, band-splintering fights; the drugs, the booze,
the rehab; the packed arenas and timeless hits; the reconciliations and the comebacks. Rocks is an unusually searching memoir
of a life that spans from the top of the world to the bottom of the barrel—several times. It is a study of endurance and brotherhood,
with Perry providing remarkable candor about Tyler, as well as new insights into their powerful but troubled relationship. It is an
insider’s portrait of the rock and roll family, featuring everyone from Jimmy Page to Alice Cooper, Bette Midler to Chuck Berry,
John Belushi to Al Hirschfeld. It takes us behind the scenes at unbelievable moments such as Joe and Steven’s appearance in
the movie of Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band (they act out the murders of Peter Frampton and the Bee Gees). Full of
humor, insight, and brutal honesty about life in and out of one of the biggest bands in the world, Rocks is “well-paced, wellplotted…a mini-masterpiece” (The Boston Globe).
When Misako comes to the U.S. as an exchange student from Japan, she is overwhelmed by all the differences—the people, the
culture, the indigestion! But with the help of her kind host family and their daughter Natalie, she quickly acclimates to her American
high school. Then one night, Natalie brings her to see a band and Misako meets Zak, the lead singer. Suddenly Misako's world is
turned upside down. Zak is gorgeous and his songs rock Misako to the core. She falls for him hard, but Zak is a girl magnet and
much too flirtatious to trust as a boyfriend. So Misako suppresses her feelings and becomes his friend instead. But then Zak starts
to give Misako mixed signals. Should she risk their friendship to tell him how she feels? Or will she end up hurting everyone she
cares about? Based on the author’s own experience, this is an exuberant and funny tale of all the ups and downs of first love.
Hailed by The New York Times for writing “with wonderful clarity about science . . . that effortlessly teaches as it zips along,”
nationally bestselling author Robert M. Hazen offers a radical new approach to Earth history in this intertwined tale of the planet’s
living and nonliving spheres. With an astrobiologist’s imagination, a historian’s perspective, and a naturalist’s eye, Hazen calls
upon twenty-first-century discoveries that have revolutionized geology and enabled scientists to envision Earth’s many iterations
in vivid detail—from the mile-high lava tides of its infancy to the early organisms responsible for more than two-thirds of the mineral
varieties beneath our feet. Lucid, controversial, and on the cutting edge of its field, The Story of Earth is popular science of the
highest order. "A sweeping rip-roaring yarn of immense scope, from the birth of the elements in the stars to meditations on the
future habitability of our world." -Science "A fascinating story." -Bill McKibben
This volume weaves together the Scottish otter stories from Gavin Maxwell's three non-fiction books, Ring of Bright Water (1960),
The Rocks Remain (1963), and Raven Meet Thy Brother (1969). Maxwell was both an extraordinarily evocative writer and a highly
unusual man. While touring the Iraqi marshes, he was captivated by an otter and became a devoted advocate of and spokesman
for the species. He moved to a remote house in the Scottish highlands, co-habiting there with three otters and living an idyllic and
isolated life – at least for a while. Fate, fame, and fire conspired against this paradise, and it, too, came to an end, though the
journey was filled with incident and wonder. Maxwell was also talented as an artist, and his sinuous line drawings of these
amphibious and engaging creatures, and the homes they occupied, illustrate his story. This book stands as a lasting tribute to a
man, his work, and his passion. It was received and has endured as a classic for its portrait not only of otters but also of a man
who endured heartaches and disappointments, whose life embodied both greatness and tragedy. He writes with rare eloquence
about his birth, his devotion to the beloved Scottish highlands, and the wildlife he loved, while refusing to ignore the darker aspects
of his nature and of nature in its larger sense.
Some people collect stamps. Other people collect coins. Carol Otis Hurst's father collected rocks. Nobody ever thought his
obsession would amount to anything. They said, "You've got rocks in your head" and "There's no money in rocks." But year after
year he kept on collecting, trading, displaying, and labeling his rocks. The Depression forced the family to sell their gas station and
their house, but his interest in rocks never wavered. And in the end the science museum he had visited so often realized that a
person with rocks in his head was just what was needed. Anyone who has ever felt a little out of step with the world will identify
with this true story of a man who followed his heart and his passion.
Reading the RocksThe Autobiography of the EarthBasic Books
To many of us, the Earth's crust is a relic of ancient, unknowable history. But to a geologist, stones are richly illustrated narratives,
telling gothic tales of cataclysm and reincarnation. For more than four billion years, in beach sand, granite, and garnet schists, the
planet has kept a rich and idiosyncratic journal of its past. Fulbright Scholar Marcia Bjornerud takes the reader along on an eyeopening tour of Deep Time, explaining in elegant prose what we see and feel beneath our feet. Both scientist and storyteller,
Bjornerud uses anecdotes and metaphors to remind us that our home is a living thing with lessons to teach. Containing a glossary
and detailed timescale, as well as vivid descriptions and historic accounts, Reading the Rocks is literally a history of the world, for
all friends of the Earth.
A stunning visual reference book for little geologists who love to find fascinating rocks all around them. Identify colorful gemstones,
sparkly crystals, the toughest rocks, and ancient fossils. Packed with fun facts, information, and extensive photos all about the
rocks and minerals that make up the world around us. Interactive learning that engages young scholarly minds. Learn about 64
different types of rocks and minerals, how to tell the difference between them and where to find them. Dig into all the interesting
geological materials from deep space to the deepest caves. You'll even discover glow in the dark minerals and living gems! Find
out about the stuff our world is made of, and how rocks and minerals form over time. This captivating book introduces children to
hands-on science with fun activities like starting your own impressive rock collection and how to stay safe on your rock finding
missions. Written for kids aged 6 to 9 with bite-sized information and explanations. The easy-to-understand language gives them a
rock-solid foundation for science subjects. The geology book includes the phonetic pronunciation of the rock and mineral names
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so your little one will sound like a rock expert in no time. Rockin' It With Stones And Minerals - Stunning high-quality photographs. Inspiring activities for little Earth scientists. - Over 64 types of rocks, their properties, and how they are formed.
This title explains how the Universe was born, from the moment when time and space came into existence, to the formation of the
first stars, galaxies and planets, and to the evolution of human beings able to contemplate our own origins and ultimate destiny.
"I have no wish to play the pontificating fool, pretending that I've suddenly come up with the answers to all life's questions. Quite
that contrary, I began this book as an exploration, an exercise in self-questing. In other words, I wanted to find out, as I looked
back at a long and complicated life, with many twists and turns, how well I've done at measuring up to the values I myself have
set." —Sidney Poitier In this luminous memoir, a true American icon looks back on his celebrated life and career. His body of work
is arguably the most morally significant in cinematic history, and the power and influence of that work are indicative of the
character of the man behind the many storied roles. Sidney Poitier here explores these elements of character and personal values
to take his own measure—as a man, as a husband and a father, and as an actor. Poitier credits his parents and his childhood on
tiny Cat Island in the Bahamas for equipping him with the unflinching sense of right and wrong and of self-worth that he has never
surrendered and that have dramatically shaped his world. "In the kind of place where I grew up," recalls Poitier, "what's coming at
you is the sound of the sea and the smell of the wind and momma's voice and the voice of your dad and the craziness of your
brothers and sisters...and that's it." Without television, radio, and material distractions to obscure what matters most, he could
enjoy the simple things, endure the long commitments, and find true meaning in his life. Poitier was uncompromising as he
pursued a personal and public life that would honor his upbringing and the invaluable legacy of his parents. Just a few years after
his introduction to indoor plumbing and the automobile, Poitier broke racial barrier after racial barrier to launch a pioneering acting
career. Committed to the notion that what one does for a living articulates to who one is, Poitier played only forceful and affecting
characters who said something positive, useful, and lasting about the human condition. Here is Poitier's own introspective look at
what has informed his performances and his life. Poitier explores the nature of sacrifice and commitment, price and humility, rage
and forgiveness, and paying the price for artistic integrity. What emerges is a picture of a man in the face of limits—his own and the
world's. A triumph of the spirit, The Measure of a Man captures the essential Poitier.
To many of us, the Earth’s crust is a relic of ancient, unknowable history. But to a geologist, stones are richly illustrated narratives,
telling gothic tales of cataclysm and reincarnation. For more than four billion years, in beach sand, granite, and garnet schists, the
planet has kept a rich and idiosyncratic journal of its past. Fulbright Scholar Marcia Bjornerud takes the reader along on an eyeopening tour of Deep Time, explaining in elegant prose what we see and feel beneath our feet. Both scientist and storyteller,
Bjornerud uses anecdotes and metaphors to remind us that our home is a living thing with lessons to teach. Containing a glossary
and detailed timescale, as well as vivid descriptions and historic accounts, Reading the Rocks is literally a history of the world, for
all friends of the Earth.
The last great rock 'n' roll memoir, Andy McCoy's autobiography covers the legendary guitarist's life and exploits from childhood
through to the rekindling of his massively influential band, Hanoi Rocks, in the 2000s. McCoy helped introduce punk to Finland
from an early age - and from their base in a Stockholm subway station, Hanoi Rocks embarked on a wild, death-defying, jet-setting
thrill ride. Includes dozens of rare, candid photos and a new preface written by McCoy in 2009 after the final breakup of Hanoi
Rocks.
The National Bestseller--now in trade paperback! "Rock This! ought to be required reading for American citizenship or high school
graduation." --Entertainment Weekly From today's hottest stand-up comic--heir to Richard Pryor and Eddie Murphy and known for
his Emmy Award-winning HBO Specials and The Chris Rock Show--comes this edgy, no-holds-barred humor book about race,
relationships, and politics. "Everyone wants a piece of the Rock." --USA Today "Rock doesn't just make you laugh; he makes you
think." --Vibe "Unlike so many comedians' books, this one isn't a wispy flight through the land of whimsy. It's closer to a hip
sociology primer, with direct hits on such subjects as the difference between white skin magazines and black ones." --Vanity Fair
"Chris Rock is probably the funniest and smartest comedian working today." --Caryn James, The New York Times
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the genre-defying icon Ben Folds comes a memoir that is as nuanced, witty, and
relatable as his cult-classic songs. “A Dream About Lightning Bugs reads like its author: intelligent, curious, unapologetically punk,
and funny as hell.”—Sara Bareilles NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR AND PASTE Ben Folds is a
celebrated American singer-songwriter, beloved for songs such as “Brick,” “You Don’t Know Me,” “Rockin’ the Suburbs,” and
“The Luckiest,” and is the former frontman of the alternative rock band Ben Folds Five. But Folds will be the first to tell you he’s
an unconventional icon, more normcore than hardcore. Now, in his first book, Folds looks back at his life so far in a charming and
wise chronicle of his artistic coming of age, infused with the wry observations of a natural storyteller. In the title chapter, “A Dream
About Lightning Bugs,” Folds recalls his earliest childhood dream—and realizes how much it influenced his understanding of what it
means to be an artist. In “Measure Twice, Cut Once” he learns to resist the urge to skip steps during the creative process. In “Hall
Pass” he recounts his 1970s North Carolina working-class childhood, and in “Cheap Lessons” he returns to the painful life
lessons he learned the hard way—but that luckily didn’t kill him. In his inimitable voice, both relatable and thought-provoking, Folds
digs deep into the life experiences that shaped him, imparting hard-earned wisdom about both art and life. Collectively, these
stories embody the message Folds has been singing about for years: Smile like you’ve got nothing to prove, because it hurts to
grow up, and life flies by in seconds. Praise for A Dream About Lightning Bugs “Besides being super talented, and an incredibly
poignant and multifaceted musician, Ben Folds is a fantastic author. I couldn’t put this book down—and not just because I taped it
to my hand. Ben takes us into his mind and into his process from the very beginnings of his childhood to where he is today—one of
the greatest musicians and writers that has ever graced the art.”—Bob Saget
“This rich volume is a national treasure.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Captivating, informative, and inspiring…Easy to follow
and hard to put down.” —School Library Journal (starred review) The inspiring autobiography of NASA mathematician Katherine
Johnson, who helped launch Apollo 11. As a young girl, Katherine Johnson showed an exceptional aptitude for math. In school
she quickly skipped ahead several grades and was soon studying complex equations with the support of a professor who saw
great promise in her. But ability and opportunity did not always go hand in hand. As an African American and a girl growing up in
an era of brutal racism and sexism, Katherine faced daily challenges. Still, she lived her life with her father’s words in mind: “You
are no better than anyone else, and nobody else is better than you.” In the early 1950s, Katherine was thrilled to join the
organization that would become NASA. She worked on many of NASA’s biggest projects including the Apollo 11 mission that
landed the first men on the moon. Katherine Johnson’s story was made famous in the bestselling book and Oscar-nominated film
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Hidden Figures. Now in Reaching for the Moon she tells her own story for the first time, in a lively autobiography that will inspire
young readers everywhere.
“Irresistibly sunny… Set in the brightly lit Mediterranean amid old olive trees and sexual intrigue, music and wine and beautiful
women... Propulsive.” –The New York Times Book Review “The perfect book for pretending it's already beach season.” –O, The
Oprah Magazine A romantic page-turner propelled by the sixty-year secret that has shaped two families, four lovers, and one
seaside resort community. Set against dramatic Mediterranean Sea views and lush olive groves, The Rocks opens with a
confrontation and a secret: What was the mysterious, catastrophic event that drove two honeymooners apart so suddenly and
absolutely in 1948 that they never spoke again despite living on the same island for sixty more years? And how did their history
shape the Romeo and Juliet–like romance of their (unrelated) children decades later? Centered around a popular seaside resort
club and its community, The Rocks is a double love story that begins with a mystery, then moves backward in time, era by era, to
unravel what really happened decades earlier. Peter Nichols writes with a pervading, soulful wisdom and self-knowing humor, and
captures perfectly this world of glamorous, complicated, misbehaving types with all their sophisticated flaws and genuine longing.
The result is a bittersweet, intelligent, and romantic novel about how powerful the perceived truth can be—as a bond, and as a
barrier—even if it’s not really the whole story; and how one misunderstanding can echo irreparably through decades.

From the Stooges and MC to the White Stripes, Eminem, and Kid Rock, this account of rock in Detroit, which has always
produced more subversive rock music than any city in the world, presents stories from the participants themselves.
Raised in Queens, New York, Johnny Ramone founded one of the most influential rock bands of all time, but he never
strayed from his blue-collar roots and attitude. He was truly imbued with the angry-young-man spirit that would
characterize his persona both on and off stage. Through it all, Johnny kept the band focused and moving forward,
ultimately securing their place in music history by inventing punk rock. The Ramones were inducted into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame in 2002—two years later, Johnny died of cancer, having outlived two other founding members.
Revealing, inspiring, and told on his own terms, this highly designed memoir also features Johnny’s assessment of the
Ramones’ albums; a number of eccentric Top Ten lists; rare historical artifacts; and scores of personal and professional
photos, many of which have never before been published. Praise for Commando: “Amazing book . . . dense and
throbbing with character—enough to bring this departed New York icon barking back to life.” —New York Daily News
"Johnny's delightful, sadly posthumous autobiography, Commando, is just like its author—as punk as it gets." —Wall Street
Journal “Ramone memoir reveals charming, grumpy punk icon.” —Reuters “There's no grand confessional to end
Commando, just a nod of gratitude toward family, friends, and fans. Its characteristic succinctness rings genuine.”
—Austin Chronicle
Warm, funny, surprising, and energetic photos of the world's most popular action star--The Rock--featuring twenty years'
worth of candids, family photos, and snapshots from movie sets. Hiram Garcia is a childhood friend, former brother-inlaw, and producing partner of Dwayne Johnson, "The Rock." He's also a talented amateur photographer, who has shot
images on many of the Seven Bucks Productions' movies, including Jumanji 2, Jungle Cruise (based on the Disney ride)
and more. He knows Dwayne Johnson inside and out and that intimacy informs his photography. Whether it's an on-set
photo or a charming shot of Johnson with his daughters, Garcia focuses his lens on the qualities he admires in his friend:
his extraordinary work ethic, his infectious smile, his warmth and sense of humor, and the joy and determination he
brings to everything he does. Many of the more than 200 photos in the book are enhanced by deep captions that tell the
story behind the accompanying image. These are rich and complete quick stories only a real insider could share!
Written by David Rothery, who is Professor of Planetary Geosciences at the Open University, Geology: A Complete
Introduction is designed to give you everything you need to succeed, all in one place. It covers the key areas that
students are expected to be confident in, outlining the basics in clear English, and then providing added-value features
like a glossary of the essential jargon terms, links to useful websites, and even examples of questions you might be
asked in a seminar or exam. The book uses a structure chosen to cover the essentials of most school and university
courses on Geology. Topics covered include the Earth's structure, earthquakes, plate tectonics, volcanoes, igneous
intrusions, metamorphism, weathering, erosion, deposition, deformation, physical resources, past life and fossils, the
history of the Earth, Solar System geology, and geological fieldwork. There are useful appendices of minerals, rock
names and geological time.
Volcanic dust, climate change, tsunamis, earthquakes—geoscience explores phenomena that profoundly affect our lives.
But more than that, as Doug Macdougall makes clear, the science also provides important clues to the future of the
planet. In an entertaining and accessibly written narrative, Macdougall gives an overview of Earth’s astonishing history
based on information extracted from rocks, ice cores, and other natural archives. He explores such questions as: What is
the risk of an asteroid striking Earth? Why does the temperature of the ocean millions of years ago matter today? How
are efforts to predict earthquakes progressing? Macdougall also explains the legacy of greenhouse gases from Earth’s
past and shows how that legacy shapes our understanding of today’s human-caused climate change. We find that
geoscience in fact illuminates many of today’s most pressing issues—the availability of energy, access to fresh water,
sustainable agriculture, maintaining biodiversity—and we discover how, by applying new technologies and ideas, we can
use it to prepare for the future.
"This is a novel in the guise of the tape-recorded recollections of a black woman who has lived 110 years, who has been
both a slave and a witness to the black militancy of the 1960's. In this woman Ernest Gaines has created a legendary
figure, a woman equipped to stand beside William Faulkner's Dilsey in The Sound And The Fury." Miss Jane Pittman, like
Dilsey, has 'endured,' has seen almost everything and foretold the rest. Gaines' novel brings to mind other great works
The Odyssey for the way his heroine's travels manage to summarize the American history of her race, and Huckleberry
Finn for the clarity of her voice, for her rare capacity to sort through the mess of years and things to find the one true
story in it all." -- Geoffrey Wolff, Newsweek. "Stunning. I know of no black novel about the South that excludes quite the
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same refreshing mix of wit and wrath, imagination and indignation, misery and poetry. And I can recall no more
memorable female character in Southern fiction since Lena of Faulkner's Light In August than Miss Jane Pittman." -Josh Greenfeld, Life
This is a group biography of the first geologists, the people who were first to excavate from the layers of the world its
buried history. These first geologists were made up primarily of gentlemen with the necessary wealth to support their
interests, yet also included clergymen, academics and women. The new science of geology was pursued by this assorted
band because it opened a window on Earth's ancient past. They showed courage in facing the conflict between geology
and Genesis as the rocks and fossils showed that the Earth was immeasurably old, rather than springing from a creation
made in the six days that the Bible claimed. This book tells the individual stories of this group, their hope and fears,
triumphs and disappointments, the theological, philosophical and scientific debates their findings provoked, and the way
that as a group, they were to change our understanding of the world.
Why an awareness of Earth's temporal rhythms is critical to our planetary survival Few of us have any conception of the
enormous timescales of our planet's long history, and this narrow perspective underlies many of the environmental
problems we are creating. The lifespan of Earth can seem unfathomable compared to the brevity of human existence, but
this view of time denies our deep roots in Earth's history—and the magnitude of our effects on the planet. Timefulness
reveals how knowing the rhythms of Earth's deep past and conceiving of time as a geologist does can give us the
perspective we need for a more sustainable future. Featuring illustrations by Haley Hagerman, this compelling book
offers a new way of thinking about our place in time, showing how our everyday lives are shaped by processes that vastly
predate us, and how our actions today will in turn have consequences that will outlast us by generations.
The incredible story of the creation of a continent—our continent— from the acclaimed author of The Last Volcano and Mask of the Sun. The
immense scale of geologic time is difficult to comprehend. Our lives—and the entirety of human history—are mere nanoseconds on this
timescale. Yet we hugely influenced by the land we live on. From shales and fossil fuels, from lake beds to soil composition, from elevation to
fault lines, what could be more relevant that the history of the ground beneath our feet? For most of modern history, geologists could say little
more about why mountains grew than the obvious: there were forces acting inside the Earth that caused mountains to rise. But what were
those forces? And why did they act in some places of the planet and not at others? When the theory of plate tectonics was proposed, our
concept of how the Earth worked experienced a momentous shift. As the Andes continue to rise, the Atlantic Ocean steadily widens, and
Honolulu creeps ever closer to Tokyo, this seemingly imperceptible creep of the Earth is revealed in the landscape all around us. But
tectonics cannot—and do not—explain everything about the wonders of the North American landscape. What about the Black Hills? Or the
walls of chalk that stand amongst the rolling hills of west Kansas? Or the fact that the states of Washington and Oregon are slowly rotating
clockwise, and there a diamond mine in Arizona? It all points to the geologic secrets hidden inside the 2-billion-year-old-continental masses.
A whopping ten times older than the rocky floors of the ocean, continents hold the clues to the long history of our planet. With a sprightly
narrative that vividly brings this science to life, John Dvorak's How the Mountains Grew will fill readers with a newfound appreciation for the
wonders of the land we live on.
Little Clara enjoys painting cute messages on rocks and leaving them for passersby to read. One day a turtle feeling down and out passes by
Clara's house. Upon seeing the messages on the rocks he is rejuvenated and rushes home to share the messages with his friends.
"The finest one-volume life of de Gaulle in English." —Richard Norton Smith, Wall Street Journal In a definitive biography of the mythic general
who refused to accept Nazi domination of France, Julian Jackson captures this titanic figure as never before. Drawing on unpublished letters,
memoirs, and resources of the recently opened de Gaulle archive, he shows how this volatile visionary put a broken France back at the
center of world affairs.
Alberta is one of the few places in the world where the past touches the present so directly and profoundly. From Devonian pools plumbed by
today's oil and gas industry, to Jurassic seams mined for coal, to a tourist's view of Cenozoic grasslands bordering the majestic Rockies, the
livelihood and recreation of most Albertans is touched directly by the ancient past. Alberta's geological history stretches from the Precambrian
Era, 500 million years ago, to the end of the Pleistocene Epoch, a mere 10,000 years ago. Alberta is one of those rare places where the
history of the planet can be read with compelling precision. For more than a century, palaeontologists and geologists have been uncovering
the remains of ancient creatures across this fossil-rich province, from the arid badlands to the Rocky Mountains. Recent abundant evidence
from Alberta's landscape has contributed greatly to what we know about Earth's evolution. Drawing on this rich storehouse of evidence,
scientists at the world-renowned Royal Tyrrell Museum of Palaeontology, working with veteran natural history writer Monique Keiran, offer a
dramatic and vividly detailed chronicle of the province's geological history. With over 200 full-color photographs, and 45 maps, timelines, and
line drawings, this easy-to-read volume starts with the Big Bang and ends with the modern era - everything readers need to know about the
making of ancient Alberta and the extraordinary story found when reading the rocks.
Explains the geological changes that have shaped the northeastern United States from New Jersey to Maine and from the Adirondacks east
to Cape Cod
Every rock is a tangible trace of the earth’s past. The Story of the Earth in 25 Rocks tells the fascinating stories behind the discoveries that
shook the foundations of geology. In twenty-five chapters—each about a particular rock, outcrop, or geologic phenomenon—Donald R.
Prothero recounts the scientific detective work that shaped our understanding of geology, from the unearthing of exemplary specimens to
tectonic shifts in how we view the inner workings of our planet. Prothero follows in the footsteps of the scientists who asked—and
answered—geology’s biggest questions: How do we know how old the earth is? What happened to the supercontinent Pangea? How did
ocean rocks end up at the top of Mount Everest? What can we learn about our planet from meteorites and moon rocks? He answers these
questions through expertly chosen case studies, such as Pliny the Younger’s firsthand account of the eruption of Vesuvius; the granite
outcrops that led a Scottish scientist to theorize that the landscapes he witnessed were far older than Noah’s Flood; the salt and gypsum
deposits under the Mediterranean Sea that indicate that it was once a desert; and how trying to date the age of meteorites revealed the
dangers of lead poisoning. Each of these breakthroughs filled in a piece of the greater puzzle that is the earth, with scientific discoveries
dovetailing with each other to offer an increasingly coherent image of the geologic past. Summarizing a wealth of information in an
entertaining, approachable style, The Story of the Earth in 25 Rocks is essential reading for the armchair geologist, the rock hound, and all
who are curious about the earth beneath their feet.
One of the world’s most beloved and bestselling writers takes his ultimate journey -- into the most intriguing and intractable questions that
science seeks to answer. In A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson trekked the Appalachian Trail -- well, most of it. In In A Sunburned Country, he
confronted some of the most lethal wildlife Australia has to offer. Now, in his biggest book, he confronts his greatest challenge: to understand
-- and, if possible, answer -- the oldest, biggest questions we have posed about the universe and ourselves. Taking as territory everything
from the Big Bang to the rise of civilization, Bryson seeks to understand how we got from there being nothing at all to there being us. To that
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end, he has attached himself to a host of the world’s most advanced (and often obsessed) archaeologists, anthropologists, and
mathematicians, travelling to their offices, laboratories, and field camps. He has read (or tried to read) their books, pestered them with
questions, apprenticed himself to their powerful minds. A Short History of Nearly Everything is the record of this quest, and it is a sometimes
profound, sometimes funny, and always supremely clear and entertaining adventure in the realms of human knowledge, as only Bill Bryson
can render it. Science has never been more involving or entertaining.
Everybody needs a rock -- at least that's the way this particular rock hound feels about it in presenting her own highly individualistic rules for
finding just the right rock for you.

"From his vivid childhood on the fabled mid-20th-century streets of South Philadelphia, to his reign as the Justin Bieber of
the "Camelot" era, his battles with alcoholism, and his lifesaving double-transplant surgery, multitalented entertainer
Bobby Rydell has one hell of a story to tell. ... Co-written with award-winning musician-author-filmmaker Allan Slutsky
(Standing in the Shadows of Motown), Teen Idol on the Rocks not only tells the story of Bobby Rydell, but that of
American pop culture through the past six decades ... But, Teen Idol on the Rocks also is a very personal - and oftenpainful - story. Bobby delves into the darker and more dramatic aspects of his life, including the death of his beloved first
wife, Camille, his decades of alcohol abuse, and the last-ditch transplant surgery that saved his life."--Publisher web
page.
On Sunday April 27, 2003, 27-year old Aron Ralston set off for a day's hiking in the Utah canyons. Dressed in a t-shirt
and shorts, Ralston, a seasoned climber, figured he'd hike for a few hours and then head off to work. 40 miles from the
nearest paved road, he found himself on top of an 800-pound boulder. As he slid down and off of the boulder it shifted,
trapping his right hand against the canyon wall. No one knew where he was; he had little water; he wasn't dressed
correctly; and the boulder wasn't going anywhere. He remained trapped for five days in the canyon: hypothermic at night,
de-hydrated and hallucinating by day. Finally, he faced the most terrible decision of his life: braking the bones in his wrist
by snapping them against the boulder, he hacked through the skin, and finally succeeded in amputating his right hand
and wrist. The ordeal, however, was only beginning. He still faced a 60-foot rappell to freedom, and a walk of several
hours back to his car - along the way, he miraculously met a family of hikers, and with his arms tourniqued, and bloodloss almost critical, they heard above them the whir of helicopter blades; just in time, Aron was rescued and rushed to
hospital. Since that day, Aron has had a remarkable recovery. He is back out on the mountains, with an artificial limb; he
speaks to select groups on his ordeal and rescue; and amazingly, he is upbeat, positive, and an inspiration to all who
meet him. This is the account of those five days, of the years that led up to them, and where he goes from here. It is
narrative non-fiction at its most compelling.
A riveting, deeply personal account of history in the making—from the president who inspired us to believe in the power of
democracy #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NAACP IMAGE AWARD NOMINEE • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN
BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Jennifer Szalai, The New York Times • NPR • The Guardian • Marie Claire In the
stirring, highly anticipated first volume of his presidential memoirs, Barack Obama tells the story of his improbable
odyssey from young man searching for his identity to leader of the free world, describing in strikingly personal detail both
his political education and the landmark moments of the first term of his historic presidency—a time of dramatic
transformation and turmoil. Obama takes readers on a compelling journey from his earliest political aspirations to the
pivotal Iowa caucus victory that demonstrated the power of grassroots activism to the watershed night of November 4,
2008, when he was elected 44th president of the United States, becoming the first African American to hold the nation’s
highest office. Reflecting on the presidency, he offers a unique and thoughtful exploration of both the awesome reach
and the limits of presidential power, as well as singular insights into the dynamics of U.S. partisan politics and
international diplomacy. Obama brings readers inside the Oval Office and the White House Situation Room, and to
Moscow, Cairo, Beijing, and points beyond. We are privy to his thoughts as he assembles his cabinet, wrestles with a
global financial crisis, takes the measure of Vladimir Putin, overcomes seemingly insurmountable odds to secure
passage of the Affordable Care Act, clashes with generals about U.S. strategy in Afghanistan, tackles Wall Street reform,
responds to the devastating Deepwater Horizon blowout, and authorizes Operation Neptune’s Spear, which leads to the
death of Osama bin Laden. A Promised Land is extraordinarily intimate and introspective—the story of one man’s bet with
history, the faith of a community organizer tested on the world stage. Obama is candid about the balancing act of running
for office as a Black American, bearing the expectations of a generation buoyed by messages of “hope and change,”
and meeting the moral challenges of high-stakes decision-making. He is frank about the forces that opposed him at home
and abroad, open about how living in the White House affected his wife and daughters, and unafraid to reveal self-doubt
and disappointment. Yet he never wavers from his belief that inside the great, ongoing American experiment, progress is
always possible. This beautifully written and powerful book captures Barack Obama’s conviction that democracy is not a
gift from on high but something founded on empathy and common understanding and built together, day by day.
A garden of geologic delights for all Earthlings Geopedia is a trove of geologic wonders and the evocative terms that
humans have devised to describe them. Featuring dozens of entries—from Acasta gneiss to Zircon—this illustrated
compendium is brimming with lapidary and lexical insights that will delight rockhounds and word lovers alike.
Geoscientists are magpies for words, and with good reason. The sheer profusion of minerals, landforms, and geologic
events produced by our creative planet demands an immense vocabulary to match. Marcia Bjornerud shows how this
lexicon reflects not only the diversity of rocks and geologic processes but also the long history of human interactions with
them. With wit and warmth, she invites all readers to celebrate the geologic glossary—a gallimaufry of allusions to
mythology, imports from diverse languages, embarrassing anachronisms, and recent neologisms. This captivating book
includes cross-references at the end of each entry, inviting you to leave the alphabetic trail and meander through it like a
river. Its pocket-friendly size makes it the perfect travel companion no matter where your own geologic forays may lead
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you. With whimsical illustrations by Haley Hagerman, Geopedia is a mix of engaging and entertaining facts about how the
earth works, how it has coevolved with life over billions of years, and how our understanding of the planet has deepened
over time. Features a real cloth cover with an elaborate foil-stamped design
Decoded is a book like no other: a collection of lyrics and their meanings that together tell the story of a culture, an art
form, a moment in history, and one of the most provocative and successful artists of our time. Praise for Decoded
“Compelling . . . provocative, evocative . . . Part autobiography, part lavishly illustrated commentary on the author’s own
work, Decoded gives the reader a harrowing portrait of the rough worlds Jay-Z navigated in his youth, while at the same
time deconstructing his lyrics.”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times “One of a handful of books that just about any
hip hop fan should own.”—The New Yorker “Elegantly designed, incisively written . . . an impressive leap by a man who
has never been known for small steps.”—Los Angeles Times “A riveting exploration of Jay-Z’s journey . . . So thoroughly
engrossing, it reads like a good piece of cultural journalism.”—The Boston Globe “Shawn Carter’s most honest airing of
the experiences he drew on to create the mythic figure of Jay-Z . . . The scenes he recounts along the way are
fascinating.”—Entertainment Weekly “Hip-hop’s renaissance man drops a classic. . . . Heartfelt, passionate and
slick.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
Read about the fascinating life of Benjamin Franklin in this beautifully illustrated version of his autobiography.
From the author of the acclaimed Insectopedia, a powerful exploration of loss, endurance, and the absences that
permeate the present When Hugh Raffles’s two sisters died suddenly within a few weeks of each other, he reached for
rocks, stones, and other seemingly solid objects as anchors in a world unmoored, as ways to make sense of these
events through stories far larger than his own. A moving, profound, and affirming meditation, The Book of Unconformities
is grounded in stories of stones: Neolithic stone circles, Icelandic lava, mica from a Nazi concentration camp, petrified
whale blubber in Svalbard, the marble prized by Manhattan’s Lenape, and a huge Greenlandic meteorite that arrived
with six Inuit adventurers in the exuberant but fractious New York City of 1897. As Raffles follows these fundamental
objects, unearthing the events they’ve engendered, he finds them losing their solidity and becoming as capricious,
indifferent, and willful as time itself.
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