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In a memoir of his father's life and death, the author asks if we can ever see parents as themselves, why they cannot reveal their
secrets to us, and what they take with them that cannot be recovered when they die. Reissue. (A Sony Pictures Classic film,
directed by Anand Tucker, releasing Fall 2007, starring Colin Firth & Jim Broadbent) (Biography & Autobiography)
Jackie Kay’s first collection as Scottish Makar is a book about the fighting spirit – one, the poet argues, that we need now more
than ever. Bantam brings three generations into sharp focus – Kay’s own, her father’s, and his own father’s – to show us how the
body holds its own story. Kay shows how old injuries can emerge years later; how we bear and absorb the loss of friends; how we
celebrate and welcome new life; and how we how we embody our times, whether we want to or not. Bantam crosses borders, from
Rannoch Moor to the Somme, from Brexit to Bronte country. Who are we? Who might we want to be? These are poems that sing
of what connects us, and lament what divides us; poems that send daylight into the dark that threatens to overwhelm us – and
could not be more necessary to the times in which we live.
The late poet and memoirist Czeslaw Milosz wrote, "I am enchanted. This book is graceful and profound." Since its publication in
1989, many other readers across the world have been enchanted by Lost in Translation: A Life in a New Language, a classic of
exile and immigrant literature, as well as a girl’s coming-of-age memoir. Lost in Translationmoves from Hoffman's childhood in
Cracow, Poland to her adolescence in Vancouver, British Columbia to her university years in Texas and Massachusetts to New
York City, where she becomes a writer and an editor at the New York Times Book Review. Its multi-layered narrative
encompasses many themes: the defining power of language; the costs and benefits of changing cultures, the construction of
personal identity, and the profound consequences, for a generation of post-war Jews like Hoffman, of Nazism and Communism.
Lost in Translation is, as Publisher's Weekly wrote, "a penetrating, lyrical memoir that casts a wide net," challenges its reader to
reconsider their own language, autobiography, cultures, and childhoods. Lost in Translation was first published in the United
States in 1989. Hoffman’s subsequent books of literary non-fiction include Exit into History, Shtetl, After Such Knowledge, Time
and two novels, The Secret and Appassionata. "Nothing, after all, has been lost; poetry this time has been made in and by
translation." — Peter Conrad, The New York Times "Handsomely written and judiciously reflective, it is testimony to the human
capacity not merely to adapt but to reinvent: to find new lives for ourselves without forfeiting the dignity and meaning of our old
ones." — Jonathan Yardley, Washington Post "As a childhood memoir, Lost in Translation has the colors and nuance of
Nabokov'sSpeak, Memory. As an account of a young mind wandering into great books, it recalls Sartre's Words. … As an
anthropology of Eastern European émigré life, American academe and the Upper West Side of Manhattan, it's every bit as deep
and wicked as anything by Cynthia Ozick. … A brilliant, polyphonic book that is itself an act of faith, a Bach Fugue." — John
Leonard, Harper’s Magazine
First published in 2005, Modern Children's Literature has established itself as an indispensable introduction to the academic study
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of children's literature. This collection of stimulating essays combines accessible close readings of children's texts with informed
descriptions of genres, issues and critical contexts, making it an ideal practical textbook for students. The second edition of this
classic work has been thoroughly revised, updated and expanded to reflect current critical debates, recent books for children and
young adults, and the latest scholarship. It includes new chapters by leading names on key topics such as canon formation,
psychoanalytic approaches, fantasy and technology, and features an essay on poetry by the former Children's Laureate, Michael
Rosen. Supported by explanatory boxed material and suggestions for further reading, Modern Children's Literature remains the
essential guide to this popular area of writing.
A compelling and intricate novel of emigration and the effects of colonialism on a people
Jackie Kay’s new collection is a lyric counterpart to her memoir, Red Dust Road, the extraordinary story of the search for her
Nigerian and Highland birth-parents; but it is also a moving book in its own right, and a deep enquiry into all forms of human
friendship. Fiere – Scots for ‘companion, friend, equal’ – is a vivid description of the many paths our lives take, and of how those
journeys are made meaningful by our companions on the road: lovers, friends, parents, children, mentors – as well as all the
remarkable and chance acquaintances we would not otherwise have made. Written with Kay’s trademark wit and flair, and infused
with both Scots and Igbo speech, it is also a fascinating account of the formation of a self-identity – and the discovery of a tongue
that best honours it. Musical and moving, funny and profound, Fiere is Jackie Kay’s most accomplished, assured and ambitious
collection of poems to date.
"The fulfilled renown of Moby-Dick and of As I Lay Dying is augmented by Blood Meridian, since Cormac McCarthy is the worthy
disciple both of Melville and Faulkner," writes esteemed literary scholar Harold Bloom in his Introduction to the Modern Library
edition. "I venture that no other living American novelist, not even Pynchon, has given us a book as strong and memorable."
Cormac McCarthy's masterwork, Blood Meridian, chronicles the brutal world of the Texas-Mexico borderlands in the midnineteenth century. Its wounded hero, the teenage Kid, must confront the extraordinary violence of the Glanton gang, a murderous
cadre on an official mission to scalp Indians and sell those scalps. Loosely based on fact, the novel represents a genius vision of
the historical West, one so fiercely realized that since its initial publication in 1985 the canon of American literature has welcomed
Blood Meridian to its shelf. "A classic American novel of regeneration through violence," declares Michael Herr. "McCarthy can
only be compared to our greatest writers."
Due to the large-scale global transformations of the 20th century, migration literature has become a vibrant genre over the last
decades. In these novels, issues of transcultural identity and belonging naturally feature prominently. This study takes a closer
look at the ways in which the idea of family informs processes of identity construction. It explores changing roles and meanings of
the diasporic family as well as intergenerational family relations in a migration setting in order to identify the specific challenges,
problems, and possibilities that arise in this context. This book builds on insights from different fields of family research (e.g.
sociology, psychology, communication studies, memory studies) to provide a conceptual framework for the investigation of
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synchronic and diachronic family constellations and connections. The approach developed in this study not only sheds new light
on contemporary British migration literature but can also prove fruitful for analyses of families in literature more generally. By
highlighting the relevance and multifaceted nature of doing family, this study also offers new perspectives for transcultural memory
studies.
This work tells the story of a black girl's adoption by a white Scottish couple. The story is told from three different viewpoints - the mother, the
birth mother and the daughter.
Jackie Kay's new collection focuses on love, loss, and mistaken and secret identity. Her poems reveal how we hide from each other and from
ourselves, how appearances are deceptive and how many faces it takes to make even the one self. Masks are our camouflage, our stealth
and our security. In a celebration and a challenging of the masquerades we live every day of our lives, Life Mask peels back all the selves
and goes closer to the bone.
‘Ambitious, defiant, angry and gripping . . . the bitter story of slavery through the experience of four women’ Guardian 'Jackie Kay’s work,
formally expansive and inclusive . . . is always about the opening up of our notions of identity' Ali Smith, author of How to Be Both In The
Lamplighter award-winning poet and Scottish Makar Jackie Kay takes us on a journey into the dark heart of Britain’s legacy in the slave
trade. First produced as a play, on the page it reads as a profound and tragic multi-layered poem. We watch as four women and one man tell
the story of their lives through slavery, from the fort, to the slave ship, through the middle passage, following life on the plantations, charting
the growth of the British city and the industrial revolution. Constance has witnessed the sale of her own child; Mary has been beaten to an
inch of her life; Black Harriot has been forced to sell her body; and our lead, the Lamplighter, was sold twice into slavery from the ports in
Bristol. Their different voices sing together in a rousing chorus that speaks to the experiences of all those brutalised by slavery, and lifts in the
end to a soaring and powerful conclusion. Stirring, impassioned and deeply affecting, The Lamplighter remains as essential today as the day
it was first performed. This is an essential work by one of our most beloved writers.
This book explores the concept of and cases of complicity in an interdisciplinary context. It in part covers cases of direct complicity, where an
agent or set of agents facilitates an identifiable act of wrongdoing. The book also draws attention to the manner in which agents become
complicit in the reproduction of wider practices of wrongdoing. It goes on to explore the notion of complicity through a series of cases
emerging from a variety of academic disciplines and professional practice, including the complicity of politicians, medical practitioners, and
the wider public in forms of state violence, protest movements and secret?keeping.
With an introduction by Ali Smith.When the love of your life dies, the problem is not that some part of you dies too, which it does, but that
some part of you is still alive. The death of legendary jazz trumpeter Joss Moody exposes an extraordinary secret. Unbeknown to all but his
wife Millie, Joss was a woman living as a man. The discovery is most devastating for their adopted son, Colman, whose bewildered fury
brings the press to the doorstep and sends his grieving mother to the sanctuary of a remote Scottish village. Winner of the Guardian Fiction
Prize, Trumpet is a starkly beautiful modern classic about the lengths to which people will go for love. It is a moving story of a shared life
founded on an intricate lie, of loving deception and lasting devotion, and of the intimate workings of the human heart.
Winner of the 2013 Modern Language Association's William Sanders Scarborough Prize for Outstanding Scholarly Study of Black American
Literature In this comparative study of contemporary Black Atlantic women writers, Samantha Pinto demonstrates the crucial role of
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aesthetics in defining the relationship between race, gender, and location. Thinking beyond national identity to include African, African
American, Afro-Caribbean, and Black British literature, Difficult Diasporas brings together an innovative archive of twentieth-century texts
marked by their break with conventional literary structures. These understudied resources mix genres, as in the memoir/ethnography/travel
narrative Tell My Horse by Zora Neale Hurston, and eschew linear narratives, as illustrated in the book-length, non-narrative poem by M.
Nourbese Philip, She Tries Her Tongue, Her Silence Softly Breaks. Such an aesthetics, which protests against stable categories and fixed
divisions, both reveals and obscures that which it seeks to represent: the experiences of Black women writers in the African Diaspora.
Drawing on postcolonial and feminist scholarship in her study of authors such as Jackie Kay, Elizabeth Alexander, Erna Brodber, Ama Ata
Aidoo, among others, Pinto argues for the critical importance of cultural form and demands that we resist the impulse to prioritize traditional
notions of geographic boundaries. Locating correspondences between seemingly disparate times and places, and across genres, Pinto fully
engages the unique possibilities of literature and culture to redefine race and gender studies.
With an introduction by Ali Smith. When the love of your life dies, the problem is not that some part of you dies too, which it does, but that
some part of you is still alive. The death of legendary jazz trumpeter Joss Moody exposes an extraordinary secret. Unbeknown to all but his
wife Millie, Joss was a woman living as a man. The discovery is most devastating for their adopted son, Colman, whose bewildered fury
brings the press to the doorstep and sends his grieving mother to the sanctuary of a remote Scottish village. Winner of the Guardian Fiction
Prize, Trumpet by Jackie Kay is a starkly beautiful modern classic about the lengths to which people will go for love. It is a moving story of a
shared life founded on an intricate lie, of loving deception and lasting devotion, and of the intimate workings of the human heart.
The first collection of essays dedicated to experimental practice in contemporary British poetry, Modernist Legacies provides an overview of
the most notable trends in the past 50 years. Contributors discuss a wide range of poets including Caroline Bergvall and Barry MacSweeney,
showing these poets' connections with their Modernist predecessors.

This innovative volume establishes autofiction as a new and dynamic area of theoretical research in English. Since the term was
coined by Serge Doubrovsky, autofiction has become established as a recognizable genre within the French literary pantheon. Yet
unlike other areas of French theory, English-language discussion of autofiction has been relatively limited - until now. Starting out
by exploring the characteristic features and definitions of autofiction from a conceptual standpoint, the collection identifies a
number of cultural, historical and theoretical contexts in which the emergence of autofiction in English can be understood. In the
process, it identifies what is new and distinctive about Anglophone forms of autofiction when compared to its French equivalents.
These include a preoccupation with the conditions of authorship; writing after trauma; and a heightened degree of authorial selfreflexivity beyond that typically associated with postmodernism. By concluding that there is such a field as autofiction in English, it
provides for the first time detailed analysis of the major works in that field and a concise historical overview of its emergence. It
thus opens up new avenues in life writing and authorship research.
If every writer necessarily draws on their own life, is any writing outside the realm of ‘autobiography’? The new edition of this
classic guide is fully updated to include: developments in autobiographical criticism, highlighting major theoretical issues and
concepts different forms of the genre from confessions and narratives to memoirs and diaries uses of the genre in their historical
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and cultural contexts major autobiographical writers including St Augustine, Bunyan, Boswell, Rousseau and Wordsworth,
alongside non-canonical autobiographies by women twentieth-century autobiography including women's writing, black and
postcolonial writing, and personal criticism a new chapter on narrative and new material examining recent trends in autobiography
such as blogs, the popularity of literary memoirs and recent developments in theory on testimonial writing. Combining theoretical
discussion with thought-provoking readings of major texts, this is the ideal introduction to the study of a fascinating genre.
Prepare to be swept away by this enthralling story of love, war and one woman who survived them both...
National Book Award Finalist A heartstrong story of family and romance, tribulation and tenacity, set on the High Plains east of
Denver. In the small town of Holt, Colorado, a high school teacher is confronted with raising his two boys alone after their mother
retreats first to the bedroom, then altogether. A teenage girl—her father long since disappeared, her mother unwilling to have her in
the house—is pregnant, alone herself, with nowhere to go. And out in the country, two brothers, elderly bachelors, work the family
homestead, the only world they've ever known. From these unsettled lives emerges a vision of life, and of the town and landscape
that bind them together—their fates somehow overcoming the powerful circumstances of place and station, their confusion,
curiosity, dignity and humor intact and resonant. As the milieu widens to embrace fully four generations, Kent Haruf displays an
emotional and aesthetic authority to rival the past masters of a classic American tradition.
The PEN/Hemingway Award-winning author of Charity shares the story of his youth in Virginia, describing his relationship with his
temperamental ex-NASA employee father and spiritually restless mother, the misdiagnosis that categorized him as
developmentally disabled and the short story that unexpectedly launched his career. Reprint.
Ian McEwan once said, 'When women stop reading, the novel will be dead.' This book explains how precious fiction is to
contemporary women readers, and how they draw on it to tell the stories of their lives. Female readers are key to the future of
fiction and—as parents, teachers, and librarians—the glue for a literate society. Women treasure the chance to read alone, but have
also gregariously shared reading experiences and memories with mothers, daughters, grandchildren, and female friends. For so
many, reading novels and short stories enables them to escape and to spread their wings intellectually and emotionally. This book,
written by an experienced teacher, scholar of women's writing, and literature festival director, draws on over 500 interviews with
and questionnaires from women readers and writers. It describes how, where, and when British women read fiction, and examines
why stories and writers influence the way female readers understand and shape their own life stories. Taylor explores why women
are the main buyers and readers of fiction, members of book clubs, attendees at literary festivals, and organisers of days out to
fictional sites and writers' homes. The book analyses the special appeal and changing readership of the genres of romance,
erotica, and crime. It also illuminates the reasons for British women's abiding love of two favourite novels, Pride and Prejudice and
Jane Eyre. Taylor offers a cornucopia of witty and wise women's voices, of both readers themselves and also writers such as
Hilary Mantel, Helen Dunmore, Katie Fforde, and Sarah Dunant. The book helps us understand why—in Jackie Kay's words—'our
lives are mapped by books.'
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Contemporary Publishing and the Culture of Books is a comprehensive resource that builds bridges between the traditional focus
and methodologies of literary studies and the actualities of modern and contemporary literature, including the realities of
professional writing, the conventions and practicalities of the publishing world, and its connections between literary publishing and
other media. Focusing on the relationship between modern literature and the publishing industry, the volume enables students and
academics to extend the text-based framework of modules on contemporary writing into detailed expositions of the culture and
industry which bring these texts into existence; it brings economic considerations into line alongside creative issues, and examines
how employing marketing strategies are utilized to promote and sell books. Sections cover: The standard university-course
specifications of contemporary writing, offering an extensive picture of the social, economic, and cultural contexts of these literary
genres The impact and status of non-literary writing, and how this compares with certain literary genres as an index to
contemporary culture and a reflection of the state of the publishing industry The practicalities and conventions of the publishing
industry Contextual aspects of literary culture and the book industry, visiting the broader spheres of publishing, promotion,
bookselling, and literary culture Carefully linked chapters allow readers to tie key elements of the publishing industry to the
particular demands and features of contemporary literary genres and writing, offering a detailed guide to the ways in which the
three core areas of culture, economics, and pragmatics intersect in the world of publishing. Further to being a valuable resource
for those studying English or Creative Writing, the volume is a key text for degrees in which Publishing is a component, and is
relevant to those aspects of Media Studies that look at interactions between the media and literature/publishing.
This innovative book looks at the topic of migration through the prism of law and literature. The author uses a rich mix of novels,
short stories, literary realism, human rights and comparative literature to explore the experiences of African migrants and asylum
seekers. The book is divided into two. Part one is conceptual and focuses on art activism and the myriad ways in which people
have sought to 'write justice.' Using Mazrui's diasporas of slavery and colonialism, it then considers histories of migration across
the centuries before honing in on the recent anti-migration policies of western states. Achiume is used to show how these histories
of imposition and exploitation create a bond which bestows on Africans a “status as co-sovereigns of the First World through
citizenship.” The many fictional examples of the schemes used to gain entry are set against the formal legal processes. Attention
is paid to life post-arrival which for asylum seekers may include periods in detention. The impact of the increased hostility of
receiving states is examined in light of their human rights obligations. Consideration is paid to how Africans navigate their postmigration lives which includes reconciling themselves to status fracture-taking on jobs for which they are over-qualified, while
simultaneously dealing with the resentment borne of status threat on the part of the citizenry. Part two moves from the general to
consider the intersections of gender and status focusing on women, LGBTI individuals and children. Focusing on their human
rights and the fictional literature, chapter four looks at women who have been trafficked as well as domestic workers and hotel
maids while chapter five is on LGBTI people whose legal and literary stories are only now being told. The final substantive chapter
considers the experiences of children who may arrive as unaccompanied minors. Using a mixture of poetry and first person
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accounts, the chapter examines the post-arrival lives of children, some of whom may be citizens but who are continually made to
feel like outsiders. The conclusion follows, starting with two stories about walls by Hadero and Lanchester which are used to
illustrate the themes discussed in the book. Few African lawyers write about literature and few books and articles in Western law
and literature look at books by or about Africans, so a book that engages with both is long overdue. This book provides fascinating
reading for academics, students of law, literature, gender and migration studies, and indeed the general public.
The essays in this volume on the subject of equality are the work of scholars at Bard College and West Point. Their research falls within the
areas of history, religion, legal theory, social science, ethics and philosophy. The regions covered include the Middle and Far East, Europe,
and America; the time periods studied are both contemporary and historical. Each essay is a well-detailed exploration which assumes the
reader has no prior acquaintance with the topic. Together, the studies reveal both conflicting standards of equality as well as patterns of
pernicious inequality. In an ideal world, equality and inequality among humans would vary in acceptable proportion, increase of the one
ensuring decrease of the other. Unfortunately, as the studies illustrate, any such expectation of progress in the real world is almost routinely
thwarted. Despite the wide variety of topics, a common thread binds these essays. Human nature seems to harbor a moral deficiency lying
deeper than any written laws and those traditional customs which promote inequality and breed injustice. The fault is prominent in those who
champion unjust laws or who willingly enforce discrimination but it is no less active in the silent many who condone the practice. The essays
reveal the same persistent and unappealing trait which social groups from the remote past to the present manifest in various ways: blind
determination to perpetuate whatever advantages one group believes it enjoys over another, convinced that its own members are more equal
than theirs. Being made unequal, the others too easily become targets who are considered less worthy, sometimes even less human.
Adoptions that cross the lines of culture, race and nation are a major consequence of conflicts around the globe, yet their histories and
representations have rarely been considered. Life Lines: Writing Transcultural Adoption is the first critical study to explore narratives of
transcultural adoption from contemporary Britain, Ireland and America: fictions, films and memoirs made by those within the adoption 'triad' or
those concerned with the pain and possibilities of transcultural adoption. While acknowledging the sobering inequalities which engender
transcultural adoptions and the lasting upset of sundered relations, at the same time John McLeod considers the transfigurative and creative
propensity of imagining transcultural adoption as radically calling into question ideas of biogenetic attachment, racial genealogy, cultural
identity and normative family-making. How might the predicament of 'being adopted' transculturally enable the transformative agency of
'adoptive being' for all? Exploring works by Andrea Levy, Barbara Kingsolver, Toni Morrison, Sebastian Barry, Caryl Phillips, Jackie Kay and
several others, Life Lines makes a groundbreaking intervention in such fields as transcultural studies, postcolonial thought, and adoption
theory and practice.
With an introduction by Alexander McCall Smith, author of The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series. One did not drink sherry before the
evening, just as one did not read a novel in the morning. In 1970s London Edwin, Norman, Letty and Marcia work in the same office and
suffer the same problem –loneliness. Lovingly and with delightful humour, Barbara Pym conducts us through their day-to-day existence: their
preoccupations, their irritations, their judgements, and - perhaps most keenly felt – their worries about having somehow missed out on life as
post-war Britain shifted around them. Deliciously, blackly funny and full of obstinate optimism, Quartet in Autumn shows Barbara Pym's
sensitive artistry at its most sparkling. Its world is both extraordinary and familiar, revealing the eccentricities of everyday life.
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The process of exploring your family history and roots is a moving and meaningful quest. It affects heart and soul, as well as providing an
intellectual challenge to piece all the information together. GROWING YOUR FAMILY TREE is the first book to promote the experiential
aspects of family history. It gives sound, practical advice on researching your family history, but also promotes the emotional, spiritual and
creative elements of the task, helping to lift genealogy out of its earlier dry an formal setting, into a more meaningful and accessible activity
which can enrich a person's identity. Advice and information includes: * How to write up your family history * How to make a heritage corner
or trail in your home * A consideration the nature of ancestry, family lines and our inner connection with our ancestors * How to organise your
research and keep moving forward
With an introduction by Nicola Sturgeon'Like the best memoirs, this one is written with novelistic and poetic flair. Red Dust Road is a fantastic,
probing and heart-warming read' Independent From the moment when, as a little girl, she realizes that her skin is a different colour from that
of her beloved mum and dad, to the tracing and finding of her birth parents, her Highland mother and Nigerian father, Jackie Kay's journey in
Red Dust Road is one of unexpected twists, turns and deep emotions. In a book remarkable for its warmth and candour, she discovers that
inheritance is about much more than genes: that we are shaped by songs as much as by cells, and that what triumphs, ultimately, is love.
‘Kay gives hugely of her talent; pours it onto the page . . . These stories charm, move and entertain’ Guardian This fierce, funny and
compassionate collection explores every facet of that most overwhelming and complicated of human emotions: love. With winning directness,
Jackie Kay captures her characters’ greatest joy and greatest vulnerability, exposing the moments of tenderness, of shock, of bravery and
stupidity that accompany the search for love, the discovery of love and, most of all, love’s loss. ‘Jackie Kay’s characters sing from the
page’ Daily Telegraph ‘At the heart of it is a faith in stories themselves: a belief that the most desolate history can be lent coherence if you
tell it right’ TLS ‘Kay’s humour and optimism are transcendent’ Sunday Herald
‘A stunner. I am heartbroken to have finished it’ Ali Smith In Jackie Kay’s first collection of stories, ordinary lives are transformed by secrets.
Her world might seem familiar – sex, death and family cast long shadows – but the roles of mothers, daughters and lovers are imagined and
revealed in the most surprising of ways. Sometimes it is the things that we choose to hide within ourselves which can transform us – and that
has never been more true than in Jackie Kay’s warm, exuberant storytelling. She sees the extraordinary in everyday life, and lights it up with
humour and generosity in a way that is uniquely her own. ‘If stories like these can still be written, the short story form must still be alive, not
to say kicking’ Irish Times
This book maps the most active and vibrant period in the history of British women's writing. Examining changes and continuities in fiction,
poetry, drama, and journalism, as well as women's engagement with a range of literary and popular genres, the essays in this volume
highlight the range and diversity of women's writing since 1970.

This book combines insights from postcolonial, queer and diaspora studies to consider the meanings of kinship in contemporary
black Atlantic fiction. Diasporic displacement generates new understandings and new narratives of kinship. An analysis of kinship
is thus essential to understanding diasporic modernity at the turn of the twenty-first century.
"Known for her prodigious musical talent, her timeless blues narratives about personal and socioeconomic problems, her tough
persona, and her innate ability to enrapture audiences with her raw voice, Bessie Smith--the Empress of the Blues--receives a
unique biographical treatment in this special life narrative captured by one of Scotland's finest poets. By masterfully blending
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research, fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and her own experiences in listening to Bessie Smith, Jackie Kay brings Smith to life,
chronicling her humble beginnings in Tennessee to her national touring and recording success to her troubled relationships and
her tragic end. The result is a lyrical tribute that not only captures Smith's personality but manages to reproduce her voice as her
lyrics echo throughout the text. Bessie Smith lives on, and as Kay argues, she is relevant now more than ever"-Humor, gender, sexuality, sensuality, identity, racism, cultural difference: when do any of these things ever come together to equal
poetry? When Jackie Kay is part of the equation. Darling brings together into a vibrant new book many favorite poems from her
four Bloodaxe collections, The Adoption Papers, Other Lovers. Off Colour and Life Mask, as well as featuring new work, some
previously uncollected poems, and some lively poetry for younger readers. Poetry Book Society Recommendation.
In this taut, chilling novel, Lester Ballard--a violent, dispossessed man falsely accused of rape--haunts the hill country of East
Tennessee when he is released from jail. While telling his story, Cormac McCarthy depicts the most sordid aspects of life with
dignity, humor, and characteristic lyrical brilliance.
With warmth, humor and compassion, an adult adoptee learns how to treasure her adoptive family while tracking down her birth
parents--her Scottish Highland mother and Nigerian father--and discovers that inheritance is about more than genes.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE • A searing, post-apocalyptic novel about a father and son's
fight to survive, this "tale of survival and the miracle of goodness only adds to McCarthy's stature as a living master. It's gripping,
frightening and, ultimately, beautiful" (San Francisco Chronicle). A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing
moves in the ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, and when the snow falls it is gray.
The sky is dark. Their destination is the coast, although they don't know what, if anything, awaits them there. They have nothing;
just a pistol to defend themselves against the lawless bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged
food—and each other. The Road is the profoundly moving story of a journey. It boldly imagines a future in which no hope remains,
but in which the father and his son, "each the other's world entire," are sustained by love. Awesome in the totality of its vision, it is
an unflinching meditation on the worst and the best that we are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the
tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation.
This handsome edition of McCarthy's completed Border Trilogy in one volume gives the reader one of the most important works of
American fiction of the last decades. McCarthy's work is far more than a western, but crosses the borders between fiction and
philosophy, the real and the world of dream. With influences ranging from the traditional western; the coming-of-age story; the
courtly romance; classical tragedy; and magical realism, McCarthy's masterpiece is a work to be read and read again. This new
volume containing all three of the novels, All the Pretty Horses, The Crossing, and Cities of the Plain, is a welcome addition to the
canon of McCarthy's works in print.
The theme of lost childhood remains constant in this short fictional narrative of rebellious Annie John's coming of age on the small
island of Antigua
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