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The second edition of Effective Grading—the book that has become a classic in the field—provides a proven hands-on
guide for evaluating student work and offers an in-depth examination of the link between teaching and grading. Authors
Barbara E. Walvoord and Virginia Johnson Anderson explain that grades are not isolated artifacts but part of a process
that, when integrated with course objectives, provides rich information about student learning, as well as being a tool for
learning itself. The authors show how the grading process can be used for broader assessment objectives, such as
curriculum and institutional assessment. This thoroughly revised and updated edition includes a wealth of new material
including: Expanded integration of the use of technology and online teaching A sample syllabus with goals, outcomes,
and criteria for student work New developments in assessment for grant-funded projects Additional information on
grading group work, portfolios, and service-learning experiences New strategies for aligning tests and assignments with
learning goals Current thought on assessment in departments and general education, using classroom work for program
assessments, and using assessment data systematically to "close the loop" Material on using the best of classroom
assessment to foster institutional assessment New case examples from colleges and universities, including community
colleges "When the first edition of Effective Grading came out, it quickly became the go-to book on evaluating student
learning. This second edition, especially with its extension into evaluating the learning goals of departments and general
education programs, will make it even more valuable for everyone working to improve teaching and learning in higher
education." —L. Dee Fink, author, Creating Significant Learning Experiences "Informed by encounters with hundreds of
faculty in their workshops, these two accomplished teachers, assessors, and faculty developers have created another
essential text. Current faculty, as well as graduate students who aspire to teach in college, will carry this edition in a
briefcase for quick reference to scores of examples of classroom teaching and assessment techniques and ways to use
students' classroom work in demonstrating departmental and institutional effectiveness." —Trudy W. Banta, author,
Designing Effective Assessment
This book contains the necessary information for college students to write successful research papers. Most research
textbooks stop short at describing the step-by-step process of building and presenting research papers. This book does
not. The textbook's design walks students through the logical process of building research papers and presenting
research findings both orally and in writing. Topics include: APA Writing Guide and Paper Requirements The Purpose
Statement Citing in APA Style What is a Scholarly Journal? The Literature Review Critical Thinking: Analysis, Synthesis,
and Evaluation The Oral Presentation Completing the Paper The textbook serves as a primary textbook for courses
involving research methods and paper writing or serves as an effective supplement to courses with major research paper
components. The textbook contains several practical exercises and helpful tables as well.
More than a century ago, John Dewey challenged the education community to look to civic involvement for the
betterment of both community and campus. Today, the challenge remains. In his landmark book, editor Thomas Ehrlich
has collected essays from national leaders who have focused on civic responsibility and higher education. Imparting both
philosophy and working examples, Ehrlich provides the inspiration for innovative new programs in this essential area of
learning.
This second edition offers a practical training guide for college students who serve as leaders, tutors, counselors, or
advisors for their peers. This thoroughly revised and updated volume contains a fundamental discussion on student
growth and development and provides learning objectives and self-discovery exercises to help student leaders with tasks
such as tutoring, student orientation, residence hall advising, crisis intervention, coaching, and more. Students Helping
Students includes: Updates on the most current research and the latest advances in technology A revised model that
contains service learning and student retention programs The results of two intervention strategies: the Health Behaviors
Assessment and the College Learning Effectiveness Inventory, which focus on the topics of wellness and academic
success Descriptive overviews of peer programs addressing sexuality, safety, violence reduction, residence life, online
peer connections, and more Praise for the Second Edition of Students Helping Students "This new work remains the
definitive standard in the field. It should be on the bookshelf of every student affairs professional and is an important tool
for preparing peer educators for providing service."—Ernest Pascarella, professor and Mary Louise Petersen Chair in
Higher Education, University of Iowa "The second edition of Students Helping Students teems with useful material that
can be thoughtfully applied by peer helpers. The what, so what, and now what framework reflectively guides the reader to
self-discovery and thoughtful practical applications. Being a peer helper is a high-impact learning experience made
intentional through the pages of this fine book."—Susan R. Komives, professor of college student personnel, University of
Maryland and president, Council for the Advancement of Standards in Higher Education
The secret to every positive learning environment? Belonging. When students feel that they belong in their school and
classroom, commitment to learning goes up and behavioral disruptions subside. And when teachers embrace an SELinfused approach to classroom management that helps every student feel valued, safe, and competent, belonging soars.
We Belong offers 50 targeted strategies to increase students' sense of belonging and reinforce the habits that support
classroom harmony and learning success. Authors and award-winning educators Laurie Barron and Patti Kinney explore
the dynamic partnership of belonging and classroom management and share specific ways to * Build authentic, positive
relationships with students and among students * Create spaces that feel physically and emotionally safe for all * Teach
and foster social-emotional competence * Increase student engagement and motivation * Foster a sustaining sense of
community Covering a range of key topics—from behavioral expectations to conflict resolution to more effective
collaboration—this practical guide for elementary and secondary teachers includes downloadable forms and templates to
support strategy implementation. Use it to revisit your priorities and reshape your practices so that all students in your
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classroom can say of themselves and their peers, "We belong."
"Writing is an aspect often overlooked in the quest to provide students with the necessary skills to embark on a career in
the increasingly important field of communication. For many students, putting one's thoughts and understanding of a
topic onto paper can be a daunting task. Composing Research, Communicating Results: Writing the Communication
Research Paper provides communication students with the knowledge and necessary tools to compose a variety of
course-required papers that are scholarly, accessible, and well-written. Chapter coverage includes common myths
associated with writing a research paper, brainstorming and researching topics, making and supporting arguments, style
and formatting issues, writing the literature review, application and personal reaction papers, empirical research papers,
presenting and publishing your work, and more. Each stage of the process is broken down into easy-to-follow steps
supported by writing exercises and numerous examples drawn from published and student-written papers in the field.
Composing Research, Communicating Results: Writing the Communication Research Paper fulfils an important and
underserved niche in the classroom curricula, and is an essential resource for all students in communications-related
courses"-The first book in the heart-warming White Giraffe series by Lauren St John, featuring the African adventures of Martine
and her magical white giraffe. When tragedy strikes on a winter's night in England, Martine is sent to live with her
grandmother on a game reserve in South Africa. Her wild, beautiful new home is riddled with secrets, but lonely Martine
finds comfort in the legend of a white giraffe and in mysterious Grace, who believes Martine has a powerful gift. Defying
her grandmother by entering the reserve alone, Martine is plunged into a world of danger, mystery and adventure. Who
can she trust? And how far will she go to save the only friend she has ever known?
The human aspect plays an important role in the social sciences. The behavior of people has become a vital area of
focus in the social sciences as well. Interdisciplinary Behavior and Social Sciences contains papers that were originally
presented at the 3rd International Congress on Interdisciplinary Behavior and Social Science 2014 (ICIBSoS 2014),
"This book advances a framework, a process and meaningful approaches for assessing and evaluating adult learning in career and technical
education (CTE"--Provided by publisher.
The grading process can yield rich information about student learning. Effective Grading enables faculty to go beyond using grades as
isolated artifacts and helps them make classroom grading processes more fair, time-efficient, and conducive to learning. Classroom
assessment of student learning can then contribute to departmental and general-education assessment in ways that meet the needs of
institutions and accrediting agencies. Tailored to specific needs of faculty members who seek to make grading a valuable part of student
learning and motivation, Effective Grading balances assessment theory and hands-on advice. It offers an in-depth examination of the link
between teaching and grading and provides concrete guidance on such critical steps as setting and communicating grading standards,
developing assignments to grade, managing time spent on grading, and providing feedback for students.
The assessment of students an activity central to the role of any professional in further and higher education, and is an area that is the
subject of constant innovation and debate. This book provides a scholarly account of the many facets of assessment, with a particular focus
on student involvement. Peer and self-assessment are powerful assessment tools to add to the existing tutor-based methods of assessment
and feedback, and this book is a comprehensive guide to the the methods and issues involved. Practical and accessible in style, yet
grounded in research and rich in evidence-based material, Improving Assessment Through Student Involvement will be valued by all FE or
HE professionals wanting to enhance both the effectiveness and quality of their assessment methods.
This innovative introduction to international and global studies, updated and revised in a new edition, offers instructors in the social sciences
and humanities a core textbook for teaching undergraduates in this rapidly growing field. Encompassing the latest scholarship in what is a
markedly interdisciplinary endeavor, Shawn Smallman and Kimberley Brown introduce key concepts, themes, and issues and then examine
each in lively chapters on essential topics that include the history of globalization; economic, political, and cultural globalization; security,
energy, and development; health; agriculture and food; and the environment. Within these topics, the authors explore such timely and
pressing subjects as commodity chains, labor (including present-day slavery), human rights, multinational corporations, and the connections
among them. New to this edition: * The latest research on debates over privacy rights and surveillance since Edward Snowden's disclosures *
Updates on significant political and economic developments throughout the world, including a new case study of European Union, Icelandic,
and Greek responses to the 2008 fiscal crisis * The newest information about the rise of fracking, the Fukushima nuclear disaster, the decline
of the Peak Oil movement, and climate change, including the latter's effects on the Arctic and Antarctica * A dedicated website with authors'
blog and a teaching tab with syllabi, class activities, and well-designed, classroom-tested resources * An updated teacher's manual available
online, including sample examination questions, additional resources for each chapter, and special assistance for teaching ESL students *
Updated career advice for international studies majors
Designed specifically for undergraduate writing, this easy-to-use pocket guide provides complete guidance for new writers on effective, clear,
and inclusive scholarly communication and the essentials of formatting papers and other course assignments.
Leverage proven teaching strategies to motivate all students! Students' learning styles are as unique as their personalities. As a result, the
most successful teachers are often those who understand how to adjust their educational techniques to honor students of all intelligences and
backgrounds. This comprehensive resource, based on the author's years of research and experience, presents a usable, understandable
framework that assists K–12 teachers in achieving success in today's differentiated classroom. From easy-to-implement techniques to
detailed templates for planning lengthy curriculum units, teachers receive clear direction for appealing to the learning personalities in their
diverse classrooms. Readers will also find: • Relevant stories, exercises, and examples to illustrate differentiated classroom instruction •
Balanced advice for improving student growth and performance in small-group work, class discussions, and relationship building • Practical
ideas and activities for immediate application in the classroom This book gives teachers a toolkit they can use to create an effective learning
experience for any student. Discover teaching techniques that result in success for students of all learning styles!
In any endeavor, it is difficult to know what excellence is without knowing what excellence looks like. Linking theory and practice, Those Who
Can: Why Master Teachers Do What They Do illustrates what instructional excellence looks like by detailing what elite instructors do and as
importantly, why their pedagogical choices lead to uncommonly good student results. Thoughtfully written, clearly explained, and thoroughly
researched by a master educator with more than four decades of public school experience, Those Who Can provides school administrators,
education students, and teachers of all experience levels with a no-nonsense practical blueprint indicating what instructional strategies
promote learning, what approaches undermine learner performance, and the behavioral principles underlying both outcomes. In demystifying
the so-called art of instruction, the approaches outlined in Those Who Can will improve student achievement with little investment other than
the time it takes to read the book, the courage to implement its concepts, and an open-minded willingness to challenge the educational status
quo of what is for the instructional promise of what could be."
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Do you want to expand working knowledge of how to construct, revise, and implement rubrics with specific how-to’s and plenty of examples?
Rubric Assessment Goes to College provides effective college-level rubrics that are the right tools for the job of objective, comprehensive
assessment and can be constructed almost as easily as constructing an ice cream sundae!

Create and sustain a learning environment where students thrive and stakeholders are accurately informed of student
progress. Clarify the purpose of grades, craft a vision statement aligned with this purpose, and discover research-based
strategies to implement effective grading and reporting practices. Identify policies and practices that render grading
inaccurate, and understand the role grades play in students’ future success and opportunities.
Teaching at Its Best This third edition of the best-selling handbook offers faculty at all levels an essential toolbox of
hundreds of practical teaching techniques, formats, classroom activities, and exercises, all of which can be implemented
immediately. This thoroughly revised edition includes the newest portrait of the Millennial student; current research from
cognitive psychology; a focus on outcomes maps; the latest legal options on copyright issues; and how to best use new
technology including wikis, blogs, podcasts, vodcasts, and clickers. Entirely new chapters include subjects such as
matching teaching methods with learning outcomes, inquiry-guided learning, and using visuals to teach, and new
sections address Felder and Silverman's Index of Learning Styles, SCALE-UP classrooms, multiple true-false test items,
and much more. Praise for the Third Edition of Teaching at Its BestEveryone—veterans as well as novices—will profit from
reading Teaching at Its Best, for it provides both theory and practical suggestions for handling all of the problems one
encounters in teaching classes varying in size, ability, and motivation."—Wilbert McKeachie, Department of Psychology,
University of Michigan, and coauthor, McKeachie's Teaching TipsThis new edition of Dr. Nilson's book, with its
completely updated material and several new topics, is an even more powerful collection of ideas and tools than the last.
What a great resource, especially for beginning teachers but also for us veterans!"—L. Dee Fink, author, Creating
Significant Learning ExperiencesThis third edition of Teaching at Its Best is successful at weaving the latest research on
teaching and learning into what was already a thorough exploration of each topic. New information on how we learn, how
students develop, and innovations in instructional strategies complement the solid foundation established in the first two
editions."—Marilla D. Svinicki, Department of Psychology, The University of Texas, Austin, and coauthor, McKeachie's
Teaching Tips
Provides step-by-step instructions on creating a writing program using rubrics, and includes lesson plans, forms, and
scheduling guidelines.
Research on the brain has shown that emotion plays a key role in learning, but how can educators apply that research in
their day-to-day interactions with students? What are some teaching strategies that take advantage of what we know
about the brain? Engage the Brain answers these questions with easy-to-understand explanations of the brain's emotion
networks and how they affect learning, paired with specific suggestions for classroom strategies that can make a real
difference in how and what students learn. Readers will discover how to design an environment for learning that Makes
material relevant, relatable, and engaging. Accommodates tremendous variability in students' brains by giving them
multiple options for how to approach their learning. Incorporates Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles and
guidelines. Uses process-oriented feedback and other techniques to spark students' intrinsic motivation. Author Allison
Posey explains how schools can use the same "emotional brain" concepts to create work environments that reduce
professional stress and the all-too-common condition of teacher burnout. Real-world classroom examples, along with
reflection and discussion questions, add to the usefulness of Engage the Brain as a practical, informative guide for
understanding how to capture the brain's incredible power and achieve better results at all grade levels, in all content
areas.
The first edition of Assessing Student Learning has become the standard reference for college faculty and administrators
who are charged with the task of assessing student learning within their institutions. The second edition of this landmark
book offers the same practical guidance and is designed to meet ever-increasing demands for improvement and
accountability. This edition includes expanded coverage of vital assessment topics such as promoting an assessment
culture, characteristics of good assessment, audiences for assessment, organizing and coordinating assessment,
assessing attitudes and values, setting benchmarks and standards, and using results to inform and improve teaching,
learning, planning, and decision making.
Offers an instructional plan for plagiarism education for middle school and high school students, allowing librarians to
become a resource for students, teachers, and school administrators. • Helps librarians to feel confident in their
professional positions as plagiarism experts on campus • Teaches librarians how to help students who have already
plagiarized • Provides opportunities for librarians to collaborate with teachers and writing centers through plagiarism
education • Acts as a reference guide with all types of questions to ask students about plagiarism during the research
process • Creates an important framework for the ethical and appropriate use of information in schools
This book provides a showcase for "best practices" in teaching statistics and research methods in two- and four-year
colleges and universities. A helpful resource for teaching introductory, intermediate, and advanced statistics and/or
methods, the book features coverage of: ways to integrate these courses; how to promote ethical conduct; how to create
writing intensive programs; novel tools and activities to get students involved; strategies for teaching online courses and
computer applications; guidance on how to create and maintain helpful Web resources; assessment advice to help
demonstrate that students are learning; and tips on linking diversity to research methodology. This book appeals to
veteran and novice educators and graduate students who teach research methods and/or statistics in psychology and
other behavioral sciences and serves as an excellent resource in related faculty workshops. A CD with activities that
readers can customize is included.
At last! A teacher manual that has what you need and what you want! How to Teach the Best Research Paper Ever! is
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the companion to the student text, How to Write the Best Research Paper Ever! In it you will find that this curriculum and
the way in which you deliver it meet all the requisite State Standards for Secondary English. More importantly, you will
find lesson plans prepared for you that have all the instructional components and all the active participation strategies
you need to draw your students into this process and project. That’s right—29 Lesson Plans, which makes this, if used in
its entirety, a quarter long project in the secondary schools, or a semester course in college. All of you curriculum, plans,
assignments, and assessments are prepared for your use! Adapting your own lessons for extensions and/or corrections
is easy! “Our students have benefited greatly, for several years now, through the research paper writing process taught
in this book, How to Write the Best Research Paper Ever! I think it is so important that students learn the proper research
techniques, and writing conventions—the whole step-by-step process—taught in this book. I know that the teacher who
introduces it to our students can’t say enough good things about it, and we carry it into all the high school courses where
we expect students to use it.” Patricia Blount, Christian Life School,Kenosha, Wisconsin. “Mrs. Blandford has carefully
and creatively provided a book that is a guaranteed recipe for success in writing research papers
A practical guide to more effective assessment for improved student learning. Learn how to be more consistent in judging student
performance, and help your students become more effective at assessing their own learning! This book offers a practical approach
to assessing challenging but necessary performance tasks, like creative writing, real-world research projects, and cooperative
group activities. Judith Arter and Jay McTighe, experts in the field of assessment, wrote Scoring Rubrics in the Classroom to help
you achieve three main goals: - Clarify the targets of instruction, especially for hard-to-define problem solving - Provide valid and
reliable assessment of student learning - Improve student motivation and achievement by helping students understand the nature
of quality for performances and products Each chapter is framed by an essential question and includes illustrative stories, practical
examples, tips and cautions, and a summary of key points and recommended resources for further information. The resources
section contains a wealth of rubrics to adopt or adapt. Teachers and administrators will find this an essential resource in increasing
teacher effectiveness and student performance.
This volume examines different forms of language and dialect discrimination on U.S. campuses, where relevant protections in
K-12 schools and the workplace are absent. Real-world case studies at intersections with class, race, gender, and ability explore
pedagogical and social manifestations and long-term impacts of this prejudice between and among students, faculty, and
administrators. This book will be useful for students in courses in language and power, and language variety, among others;
researchers in sociolinguistics, education, identity, and social justice; and diversity officers looking to understand and – with
chapters by Walt Wolfram and Christina Higgins – combat this bias.
In this instant New York Times bestseller, Angela Duckworth shows anyone striving to succeed that the secret to outstanding
achievement is not talent, but a special blend of passion and persistence she calls “grit.” “Inspiration for non-geniuses
everywhere” (People). The daughter of a scientist who frequently noted her lack of “genius,” Angela Duckworth is now a
celebrated researcher and professor. It was her early eye-opening stints in teaching, business consulting, and neuroscience that
led to her hypothesis about what really drives success: not genius, but a unique combination of passion and long-term
perseverance. In Grit, she takes us into the field to visit cadets struggling through their first days at West Point, teachers working in
some of the toughest schools, and young finalists in the National Spelling Bee. She also mines fascinating insights from history
and shows what can be gleaned from modern experiments in peak performance. Finally, she shares what she’s learned from
interviewing dozens of high achievers—from JP Morgan CEO Jamie Dimon to New Yorker cartoon editor Bob Mankoff to Seattle
Seahawks Coach Pete Carroll. “Duckworth’s ideas about the cultivation of tenacity have clearly changed some lives for the
better” (The New York Times Book Review). Among Grit’s most valuable insights: any effort you make ultimately counts twice
toward your goal; grit can be learned, regardless of IQ or circumstances; when it comes to child-rearing, neither a warm embrace
nor high standards will work by themselves; how to trigger lifelong interest; the magic of the Hard Thing Rule; and so much more.
Winningly personal, insightful, and even life-changing, Grit is a book about what goes through your head when you fall down, and
how that—not talent or luck—makes all the difference. This is “a fascinating tour of the psychological research on success” (The
Wall Street Journal).
The Essential Guide to Writing History Essays is a step-by-step guide to the typical assignments of any undergraduate or master'slevel history program in North America. Effective writing is a process of discovery, achieved through the continual act of making
choices--what to include or exclude, how to order elements, and which style to choose--each according to the author's goals and
the intended audience. The book integrates reading and specialized vocabulary with writing and revision and addresses the
evolving nature of digital media while teaching the terms and logic of traditional sources and the reasons for citation as well as the
styles. This approach to writing not only helps students produce an effective final product and build from writing simple, short
essays to completing a full research thesis, it also teaches students why and how an essay is effective, empowering them to
approach new writing challenges with the freedom to find their own voice.
Big History is a new field on a grand scale: it tells the story of the universe over time through a diverse range of disciplines that
spans cosmology, physics, chemistry, astronomy, geology, evolutionary biology, anthropology, and archaeology, thereby
reconciling traditional human history with environmental geography and natural history. Weaving the myriad threads of evidencebased human knowledge into a master narrative that stretches from the beginning of the universe to the present, the Big History
framework helps students make sense of their studies in all disciplines by illuminating the structures that underlie the universe and
the connections among them. Teaching Big History is a powerful analytic and pedagogical resource, and serves as a
comprehensive guide for teaching Big History, as well for sharing ideas about the subject and planning a curriculum around it.
Readers are also given helpful advice about the administrative and organizational challenges of instituting a general education
program constructed around Big History. The book includes teaching materials, examples, and detailed sample exercises. This
book is also an engaging first-hand account of how a group of professors built an entire Big History general education curriculum
for first-year students, demonstrating how this thoughtful integration of disciplines exemplifies liberal education at its best and
illustrating how teaching and learning this incredible story can be transformative for professors and students alike.
"This wonderfully compact introduction to rubrics will serve higher education teachers well [and] when departments or groups of
faculty use rubrics as described in this book, they will indeed achieve the 'academic currency' sought today in higher education." -Amy Driscoll, director of Teaching, Learning and Assessment CSU, Monterey Bay. You need rubrics if:* You find yourself
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repeating the same comments on most student papers* You worry that you're grading the latest papers differently from the first*
You're concerned about communicating the complexity of a semester-long assignment* You question the consistency of your and
your colleagues' grading scales * Grading is taking up far too much of your valuable timeResearch shows that rubrics save
professors' time while conveying meaningful and timely feedback for students, and promoting self-regulated and independent
learning. The reason rubrics are little used in higher education is that few faculty members have been exposed to their use.At its
most basic a rubric is a scoring tool that divides an assignment into its component parts and objectives, and provides a detailed
description of what constitutes acceptable and unacceptable levels of performance for each part.Rubrics can be used to grade any
assignment or task: research papers, book reviews, participation in discussions, laboratory work, portfolios, oral presentations,
group work, and more.This book defines what rubrics are, and how to construct and use them. It provides a complete introduction
for anyone starting out to integrate rubrics in their teaching.The authors go on to describe a variety of processes to construct
rubrics, including some which involve student participation. They demonstrate how interactive rubrics -- a process involving
assessors and the assessed in defining the criteria for an assignment or objective -- can be effective, not only in involving students
more actively in their learning, but in establishing consistent standards of assessment at the program, department and campus
level. "A valuable resource for the new user in a content discipline and belongs in every faculty developer's library." -- Edward
Nuhfer, Director, Center for Teaching and Learning, Idaho State University
Linda Nilson puts forward an innovative but practical and tested approach to grading--the specifications grading paradigm--which
restructures assessments to streamline the grading process and greatly reduce grading time, empower students to choose the
level of attainment they want to achieve, reduce antagonism between the evaluator and the evaluated, and increase student
receptivity to meaningful feedback, thus facilitating the learning process - all while upholding rigor. In addition, specs grading
increases students' motivation to do well by making expectations clear, lowering their stress and giving them agency in
determining their course goals. Among the unique characteristics of the schema, all of which simplify faculty decision making, are
the elimination of partial credit, the reliance on a one-level grading rubric and the "bundling" of assignments and tests around
learning outcomes. Successfully completing more challenging bundles (or modules) earns a student a higher course grade. Specs
grading works equally well in small and large class settings and encourages "authentic assessment." Used consistently over time,
it can restore credibility to grades by demonstrating and making transparent to all stakeholders the learning outcomes that
students achieve.
This comprehensive resource for STEM teachers and students, outlines the various stages of large-scale research projects,
enabling teachers to coach their students through the research process. This handbook provides enough detail to embolden all
teachersOCoeven those who have never designed an experiment on their ownOCoto support student-researchers through the
entire process of conducting experiments."
How can teachers make sure that all students gain the reading skills they need to be successful in school and in life? In this book, Karen
Tankersley describes the six foundational "threads" that students need to study in order to become effective readers: phonemic awareness,
phonics and decoding, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and higher-order processing. For each area, the author explains how students
acquire the reading skills they need and offers a series of skill-building strategies and activities that teachers can use in the classroom.
Although reading is perhaps most intensely taught in the kindergarten and 1st-grade classrooms, Tankersley emphasizes that helping
students become lifelong readers is a task for all teachers, including content-area teachers in middle and high schools. The Threads of
Reading addresses key questions about literacy, such as * What makes a difference in reading achievement? * How much reading time is
enough? * How can teachers use writing to build reading skills? * How can teachers help students make meaning from their reading? The
strategies in this book address many situations, from individual instruction to small- or large-group instruction, from kindergarten to high
school. Teachers will appreciate the multitude of activities provided, and administrators will learn to better evaluate the reading programs in
place in their districts and schools. Grounded in both research and "teacher lore" from actual classrooms, this book is a solid guide to helping
students become lifelong readers. Note: This product listing is for the Adobe Acrobat (PDF) version of the book.
Current approaches and trends in writing pedagogy within the composition classroom focus on the development of students' identities
through personal, cultural, or disciplinary processes. By employing writing assignments and activities that concentrate on developing certain
traits or characteristics of students' identities has led to a "crisis" within the field of composition studies. This crisis exists because many
writing pedagogies operate within cognitive and social paradigms, which involve ways of knowing and doing things, such as the use of
grammar, interpretation of culture through literature, and methods of research. In essence, many writing pedagogies in the cognitive and
social paradigms tend to promote and produce an Academic Literacy that is not only alienating to many students, but that also acts as a "gatekeeping/grade-giving" mechanism (Beaufort, 2007). By viewing freshmen composition from a social-cognitive standpoint, institutions of higher
learning can implement curriculums that promote writing assignments and activities that influence students to "trace" academic literacy, which
is based on Standard Academic Discourse (SAD). On the other hand, writing pedagogy that incorporates anthropological, ethnographical,
and service-learning approaches within a rhizomal paradigm promotes assignments and activities that offer students the opportunity to "map"
out their own way of researching and writing within the freshmen composition classroom (Deleuze & Guattari, 1987). The following are
appended: (1) English Composition 1301, Section 000; (2) Composition 1301 Grading Rubric: The Resume; (3) Composition 1301 Grading
Rubric: The "Interviews" Essays; (4) Writing Assignment # 3: Research Proposal Grading Rubric; (5) Writing Assignment #4: The Research
Paper Grading Rubric; (6) Writing Assignment #5: Formal Poster Board Presentation Grading Rubric; (7) Writing Assignment #6: The Final
Reflection Grading Rubric; (8) English Composition 1302, Section 000; (9) Composition 1302 Grading Rubric: Service-Learning Project; and
(10) Composition 1302 Assignment Description: The Formal Debate on the Service-Learning Project. (Contains 9 footnotes, 3 figures, and 16
tables.).
This new edition retains the appeal, clarity and practicality that made the first so successful, and continues to provide a fundamental
introduction to the principles and purposes of rubrics, with guidance on how to construct them, use them to align course content to learning
outcomes, and apply them in a wide variety of courses, and to all forms of assignment. Reflecting developments since publication of the first
edition, the authors have extended coverage to include: * Expanded discussion on use of rubrics for grading * Grading on-line with rubrics *
Wider coverage of rubric types (e.g., holistic, rating scales) * Rubric construction in student affairs * Pros and cons of working with "readymade" rubrics * Using rubrics to improve your teaching, and for SoTL * Use of rubrics in program assessment (case study) * Application of
rubrics in the arts, for study abroad, service learning and students’ independent learning * Up-dated literature review
What is a rubric? A rubric is a coherent set of criteria for student work that describes levels of performance quality. Sounds simple enough,
right? Unfortunately, rubrics are commonly misunderstood and misused. The good news is that when rubrics are created and used correctly,
they are strong tools that support and enhance classroom instruction and student learning. In this comprehensive guide, author Susan M.
Brookhart identifies two essential components of effective rubrics: (1) criteria that relate to the learning (not the "tasks") that students are
being asked to demonstrate and (2) clear descriptions of performance across a continuum of quality. She outlines the difference between
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various kinds of rubrics (for example, general versus task-specific, and analytic versus holistic), explains when using each type of rubric is
appropriate, and highlights examples from all grade levels and assorted content areas. In addition, Brookhart addresses * Common
misconceptions about rubrics; * Important differences between rubrics and other assessment tools such as checklists and rating scales, and
when such alternatives can be useful; and * How to use rubrics for formative assessment and grading, including standards-based grading
and report card grades. Intended for educators who are already familiar with rubrics as well as those who are not, this book is a complete
resource for writing effective rubrics and for choosing wisely from among the many rubrics that are available on the Internet and from other
sources. And it makes the case that rubrics, when used appropriately, can improve outcomes by helping teachers teach and helping students
learn.
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