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#1 New York Times Bestseller “THIS. This is the right book for right now. Yes, learning requires focus. But, unlearning and
relearning requires much more—it requires choosing courage over comfort. In Think Again, Adam Grant weaves together research
and storytelling to help us build the intellectual and emotional muscle we need to stay curious enough about the world to actually
change it. I’ve never felt so hopeful about what I don’t know.” —Brené Brown, Ph.D., #1 New York Times bestselling author of
Dare to Lead The bestselling author of Give and Take and Originals examines the critical art of rethinking: learning to question
your opinions and open other people's minds, which can position you for excellence at work and wisdom in life Intelligence is
usually seen as the ability to think and learn, but in a rapidly changing world, there's another set of cognitive skills that might matter
more: the ability to rethink and unlearn. In our daily lives, too many of us favor the comfort of conviction over the discomfort of
doubt. We listen to opinions that make us feel good, instead of ideas that make us think hard. We see disagreement as a threat to
our egos, rather than an opportunity to learn. We surround ourselves with people who agree with our conclusions, when we should
be gravitating toward those who challenge our thought process. The result is that our beliefs get brittle long before our bones. We
think too much like preachers defending our sacred beliefs, prosecutors proving the other side wrong, and politicians campaigning
for approval--and too little like scientists searching for truth. Intelligence is no cure, and it can even be a curse: being good at
thinking can make us worse at rethinking. The brighter we are, the blinder to our own limitations we can become. Organizational
psychologist Adam Grant is an expert on opening other people's minds--and our own. As Wharton's top-rated professor and the
bestselling author of Originals and Give and Take, he makes it one of his guiding principles to argue like he's right but listen like
he's wrong. With bold ideas and rigorous evidence, he investigates how we can embrace the joy of being wrong, bring nuance to
charged conversations, and build schools, workplaces, and communities of lifelong learners. You'll learn how an international
debate champion wins arguments, a Black musician persuades white supremacists to abandon hate, a vaccine whisperer
convinces concerned parents to immunize their children, and Adam has coaxed Yankees fans to root for the Red Sox. Think Again
reveals that we don't have to believe everything we think or internalize everything we feel. It's an invitation to let go of views that
are no longer serving us well and prize mental flexibility over foolish consistency. If knowledge is power, knowing what we don't
know is wisdom.
This timely and authoritative book is a general overview of Great Power politics and strategy from 1500 to the present.
This book brings together twelve scholars six Americans and six Chinese to explore the ways America and China think about
international order. The book shows how each country's traditions, historical experiences, and ideologies influence current global
dialogues.
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This book tackles the question: when international security institutions face a legitimacy crisis, why are some replaced while others
endure?
In rethinking and reframing the American national narrative in a wider context, the contributors to this volume ask questions about
both nationalism and the discipline of history itself. The essays offer fresh ways of thinking about the traditional themes and
periods of American history. By locating the study of American history in a transnational context, they examine the history of nationmaking and the relation of the United States to other nations and to transnational developments. What is now called globalization
is here placed in a historical context. A cast of distinguished historians from the United States and abroad examines the
historiographical implications of such a reframing and offers alternative interpretations of large questions of American history
ranging from the era of European contact to democracy and reform, from environmental and economic development and migration
experiences to issues of nationalism and identity. But the largest issue explored is basic to all histories: How does one understand,
teach, and write a national history even as one recognizes that the territorial boundaries do not fully contain that history and that
within that bounded territory the society is highly differentiated, marked by multiple solidarities and identities? Rethinking American
History in a Global Age advances an emerging but important conversation marked by divergent voices, many of which are
represented here. The various essays explore big concepts and offer historical narratives that enrich the content and context of
American history. The aim is to provide a history that more accurately reflects the dimensions of American experience and better
connects the past with contemporary concerns for American identity, structures of power, and world presence.
The winners of the Nobel Prize in Economics upend the most common assumptions about how economics works in this gripping
and disruptive portrait of how poor people actually live. Why do the poor borrow to save? Why do they miss out on free life-saving
immunizations, but pay for unnecessary drugs? In Poor Economics, Abhijit V. Banerjee and Esther Duflo, two award-winning MIT
professors, answer these questions based on years of field research from around the world. Called "marvelous, rewarding" by the
Wall Street Journal, the book offers a radical rethinking of the economics of poverty and an intimate view of life on 99 cents a day.
Poor Economics shows that creating a world without poverty begins with understanding the daily decisions facing the poor.
Globalization and Capitalist Geopolitics is concerned with the nature of corporate power against the backdrop of the decline of the
West and the struggle by non-western states to challenge and overcome domination of the rest of the world by the West. This
book argues that although the US continues to preside over a quasi-imperial system of power based on global military
preponderance and financial statecraft, and remains reluctant to recognize the realities global economic convergence, the age of
imperial state hegemony is giving way to a new international order characterized by capitalist sovereignty and competition
between regional and transnational concentrations of economic power. This title seeks to interrogate the structure of world order
by examining leading approaches to globalization and political economy in international relations and international political
economy. Breaking with the classical school, Woodley argues that geopolitics should be understood as a transnational strategic
practice employed by powerful state actors, which mirrors predatory corporate rivalry for control over global resources and
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markets, reproducing the structural conditions for corporate power through the transnational state form of capital. In a period of
increasing geopolitical insecurity and economic instability this title provides an authoritative yet accessible commentary on debates
on capitalism and globalization in the wake of the financial crisis. It is valuable resource for students and scholars seeking to
develop a deeper understanding of the historical determinants of the changing dynamics of neoliberal capitalism and their
implications for world order.
This study looks at the underlying foundations of global order, putting aside mainstream institutionalist approaches in showing how
China and the US are engaged in an intense process of contestation and renegotiation of an institutionalized order that has long
been taken for granted.
Examines the history of the Cold War, reflecting Soviet, East European, Chinese, American, and West European viewpoints, and offering
new insights and solutions to long-standing puzzles
An informed modern plan for post-2020 American foreign policy that avoids the opposing dangers of retrenchment and overextension Russia
and China are both believed to have “grand strategies”—detailed sets of national security goals backed by means, and plans, to pursue them.
In the United States, policy makers have tried to articulate similar concepts but have failed to reach a widespread consensus since the Cold
War ended. While the United States has been the world’s prominent superpower for over a generation, much American thinking has
oscillated between the extremes of isolationist agendas versus interventionist and overly assertive ones. Drawing on historical precedents
and weighing issues such as Russia’s resurgence, China’s great rise, North Korea’s nuclear machinations, and Middle East turmoil,
Michael O’Hanlon presents a well-researched, ethically sound, and politically viable vision for American national security policy. He also
proposes complementing the Pentagon’s set of “4+1” pre-existing threats with a new “4+1”: biological, nuclear, digital, climatic, and internal
dangers.
American foreign policy since World War II has actively sought to reshape both domestic and international orders to hasten the coming of the
end of history in a peaceful democratic utopia. While the end of the Cold War heightened optimism that this goal was near, policymakers still
face dramatic challenges. In War, Welfare & Democracy, Peter J. Munson argues that the foreign policy problems we face today stem from
common roots—the modern state system's struggle to cope with the pressures of market development and sociopolitical modernization.
Washington's policies seek to treat challenges as varied as insurgency, organized crime, fiscal crises, immigration pressures,
authoritarianism, and violations of human rights with a schizophrenic mix of realpolitik and idealism. The ideologies that inform this outlook
were born during the Great Depression and two world wars and honed during the early years of the Cold War. Although the world has long
since changed, American policy has failed to adjust. The world's leading welfare states face a crisis of aging populations, shrinking revenues,
and spiraling costs in their attempts to provide services and social security for their citizens, compounding this inflexibility. By addressing the
inequality of wealth, security, and stability brought on by dramatic economic change and modernization, Munson describes how the United
States can lead in reforming the welfare state paradigm and adjust its antiquated policies to best manage the transformation we all must face.
Stunning shifts in the worldviews of states mark the modern history of international affairs: how do societies think about—and
rethink—international order and security? Japan's "opening," German conquest, American internationalism, Maoist independence, and
Gorbachev's "new thinking" molded international conflict and cooperation in their eras. How do we explain such momentous changes in
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foreign policy—and in other cases their equally surprising absence? The nature of strategic ideas, Jeffrey W. Legro argues, played a critical
and overlooked role in these transformations. Big changes in foreign policies are rare because it is difficult for individuals to overcome the
inertia of entrenched national mentalities. Doing so depends on a particular nexus of policy expectations, national experience, and ready
replacement ideas. In a sweeping comparative history, Legro explores the sources of strategy in the United States and Germany before and
after the world wars, in Tokugawa Japan, and in the Soviet Union. He charts the likely future of American primacy and a rising China in the
coming century. Rethinking the World tells us when and why we can expect changes in the way states think about the world, why some ideas
win out over others, and why some leaders succeed while others fail in redirecting grand strategy.
The study of international relations, has traditionally been dominated by Western ideas and practices, and marginalized the voice and
experiences of the non-Western states and societies. As the world moves to a "post-Western" era, it is imperative that the field of IR acquires
a more global meaning and relevance. Drawing together the work of renowned scholar Amitav Acharya and framed by a new introduction and
conclusion written for the volume, this book exposes the narrow meaning currently attached to some of the key concepts and ideas in IR, and
calls for alternative and broader understandings of them. The need for recasting the discipline has motivated and undergirded Acharya's own
scholarship since his entry into the field over three decades ago. This book reflects his own engagement, quarrels and compromise and
concludes with suggestions for new pathways to a Global IR- a forward-looking and inclusive enterprise that is reflective of the multiple and
global heritage of IR in an changing and interconnected world. It is essential reading for anyone who is concerned about the history,
development and future of international relations and international relations theory.
This book seeks to answer one main question: what is the core concern of great powers that streamlines their behavior in the contemporary
system of international relations? Building on the examples of the United States, China, Russia, France, and Britain, it tracks both
consistency and fluctuations in global power dynamics and great power behavior. The author examines the genesis, causality, and policy
implications of decision makers’ fixation with retaining a credible image of power in world politics, while exploring how the dynamics of power
distribution in international systems modify perceptions of primacy. Drawing on findings from disciplines such as history, economics, social
and political psychology, communication theory, philosophy, political science, strategic studies, and above all, from International Relations
theory and practice, the volume proposes a novel theory of power credibility, which offers an original explanation of great powers’ behavior at
the stage of their relative decline.
Understanding Chinese politics has become more important than ever. Some argue that China's political system is 'institutionalized' or that
'win all/lose all' struggles are a thing of the past, but, Joseph Fewsmith argues, as in all Leninist systems, political power is difficult to pass on
from one leader to the next. Indeed, each new leader must deploy whatever resources he has to gain control over critical positions and thus
consolidate power. Fewsmith traces four decades of elite politics from Deng to Xi, showing how each leader has built power (or not). He
shows how the structure of politics in China has set the stage for intense and sometimes violent intra-elite struggles, shaping a hierarchy in
which one person tends to dominate, and, ironically, providing for periods of stability between intervals of contention.
Why does the United States pursue robust military invasions to change some foreign regimes but not others? Conventional accounts focus
on geopolitics or elite ideology. C. William Walldorf, Jr., argues that the politics surrounding two broad, public narratives—the liberal narrative
and the restraint narrative—often play a vital role in shaping US decisions whether to pursue robust and forceful regime change. Using current
sociological work on cultural trauma, Walldorf explains how master narratives strengthen (and weaken), and he develops clear predictions for
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how and when these narratives will shape policy. To Shape Our World For Good demonstrates the importance and explanatory power of the
master-narrative argument, using a sophisticated combination of methods: quantitative analysis and eight cases in the postwar period that
include Korea, Vietnam, and El Salvador during the Cold War and more recent cases in Iraq and Libya. The case studies provide the
environment for a critical assessment of the connections among the politics of master narratives, pluralism, and the common good in
contemporary US foreign policy and grand strategy. Walldorf adds new insight to our understanding of US expansionism and cautions against
the dangers of misusing popular narratives for short-term political gains—a practice all too common both past and present.
This volume explores the way governments endeavoured to build and maintain public support for the war in Afghanistan, combining new
insights on the effects of strategic narratives with an exhaustive series of case studies. In contemporary wars, with public opinion impacting
heavily on outcomes, strategic narratives provide a grid for interpreting the why, what and how of the conflict. This book asks how public
support for the deployment of military troops to Afghanistan was garnered, sustained or lost in thirteen contributing nations. Public attitudes in
the US, Canada, Australia and Europe towards the use of military force were greatly shaped by the cohesiveness and content of the strategic
narratives employed by national policy-makers. Assessing the ability of countries to craft a successful strategic narrative, the book addresses
the following key areas: 1) how governments employ strategic narratives to gain public support; 2) how strategic narratives develop during the
course of the conflict; 3) how these narratives are disseminated, framed and perceived through various media outlets; 4) how domestic
audiences respond to strategic narratives; 5) how this interplay is conditioned by both events on the ground, in Afghanistan, and by structural
elements of the domestic political systems. This book will be of much interest to students of international intervention, foreign policy, political
communication, international security, strategic studies and IR in general.
With innovative new chapters on process tracing, regression analysis, and natural experiments, the second edition of Rethinking Social
Inquiry further extends the reach of this path-breaking book. The original debate with King, Keohane, and Verba_now updated_remains
central to the volume, and the new material illuminates evolving discussions of essential methodological tools. Thus, process tracing is often
invoked as fundamental to qualitative analysis, but is rarely applied with precision. Pitfalls of regression analysis are sometimes noted, but
often are inadequately examined. And the complex assumptions and trade-offs of natural experiments are poorly understood. The second
edition extends the methodological horizon through exploring these critical tools. A distinctive feature of this edition is the online placement of
four chapters from the prior edition, all focused on the dialogue with King, Keohane, and Verba. Also posted online are exercises for teaching
process tracing and understanding process tracing.
War presents a curious paradox. Interstate war is arguably the most carefully planned endeavor by states, yet military history is filled with
disasters and blunders of monumental proportions. These anomalies happen because most military history presumes that states are pursuing
optimal strategies in a competitive environment. This book offers an alternative narrative in which the pillars of military planning - evaluations
of power, strategy, and interests - are theorized as social constructions rather than simple material realities. States may be fighting wars
primarily to gain or maintain power, yet in any given historical era such pursuits serve only to propel competition; they do not ensure military
success in subsequent generations. Allowing states to embark on hapless military ventures is fraught with risks, while the rewards are few.
Can twenty-first century global challenges be met through the limited adaptation of existing political institutions and prevailing systemic
norms, or is a more fundamental reconstitution of governing authority unavoidable? Are the stresses evident in domestic social compacts
capable of undermining the fundamental policy capacity of contemporary governments? This book, inspired by the work of the distinguished
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scholar Peter J. Katzenstein, examines these important and pressing questions. In a period of complex political transition, the authors
combine original research and intensive dialogue to build on Katzenstein’s innovative insights. They highlight his seminal work on variations
in domestic structures, on the role of ideologies of social partnership, on the regionally differentiated foundations of political legitimation, on
diverse conceptions of "civilization," and on the idea and practice of power in a tenuous American imperium. Together, the chapters map the
complex terrain upon which legitimate political authority and effective policy capacity will have to be reconstituted to address twenty-firstcentury global, regional and state-level challenges. The book will be of great interest to students and scholars in international organization,
global governance, foreign policy analysis, and comparative politics.
Bitterly contested memories of war, colonisation, and empire among Japan, China, and Korea have increasingly threatened regional order
and security over the past three decades. In Sino-Japanese relations, identity, territory, and power pull together in a particularly lethal
direction, generating dangerous tensions in both geopolitical and memory rivalries. Buzan and Goh explore a new approach to dealing with
this history problem. First, they construct a more balanced and global view of China and Japan in modern world history. Second, building on
this, they sketch out the possibilities for a 21st century great power bargain between them. Buzan puts Northeast Asia's history since 1840
into both a world historical and a systematic normative context, exposing the parochial nature of the China-Japan history debate in relation to
what is a bigger shared story about their encounter with modernity and the West, within which their modern encounter with each other took
place. Arguing that regional order will ultimately depend substantially on the relationship between these two East Asian great powers, Goh
explores the conditions under which China and Japan have been able to reach strategic bargains in the course of their long historical
relationship, and uses this to sketch out the main modes of agreement that might underpin a new contemporary great power bargain between
them in a variety of future scenarios for the region. The frameworks adopted here consciously blend historical contextualisation, enduring
concerns with wealth, power and interest, and the complex relationship between Northeast Asian states' evolving encounters with each other
and with global international society.
Brexit will have significant consequences for the country, for Europe, and for global order. And yet much discussion of Brexit in the UK has
focused on the causes of the vote and on its consequences for the future of British politics. This volume examines the consequences of Brexit
for the future of Europe and the European Union, adopting an explicitly regional and future-oriented perspective missing from many existing
analyses. Drawing on the expertise of 28 leading scholars from a range of disciplines, Brexit and Beyond offers various different perspectives
on the future of Europe, charting the likely effects of Brexit across a range of areas, including institutional relations, political economy, law and
justice, foreign affairs, democratic governance, and the idea of Europe itself. Whilst the contributors offer divergent predictions for the future
of Europe after Brexit, they share the same conviction that careful scholarly analysis is in need – now more than ever – if we are to
understand what lies ahead for the EU. Praise for Brexit and Beyond 'a wide-ranging and thought-provoking tour through the vagaries of
British exit, with the question of Europe’s fate never far from sight...Brexit is a wake-up call for the EU. How it responds is an open
question—but respond it must. To better understand its options going forward you should turn to this book, which has also been made free
online.' Prospect Magazine 'This book explores wonderfully well the bombshell of Brexit: is it a uniquely British phenomenon or part of a
wider, existential crisis for the EU? As the tensions and complexities of the Brexit negotiations come to the fore, the collection of essays by
leading scholars will prove a very valuable reference for their depth of analysis, their lucidity, and their outlining of future options.' - Kevin
Featherstone, Head of the LSE European Institute, London School of Economics 'Brexit and Beyond is a must read. It moves the ongoing
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debate about what Brexit actually means to a whole new level. While many scholars to date have examined the reasons for the British
decision to leave, the crucial question of what Brexit will mean for the future of the European project is often overlooked. No longer. Brexit
and Beyond bundles the perspectives of leading scholars of European integration. By doing so, it provides a much needed scholarly
guidepost for our understanding of the significance of Brexit, not only for the United Kingdom, but also for the future of the European
continent.' - Catherine E. De Vries, Professor in the department of Government, University of Essex and Professor in the department of
Political Science and Public Administration Free University Amsterdam 'Brexit and Beyond provides a fascinating (and comprehensive)
analysis on the how and why the UK has found itself on the path to exiting the European Union. The talented cast of academic contributors is
drawn from a wide variety of disciplines and areas of expertise and this provides a breadth and depth to the analysis of Brexit that is
unrivalled. The volume also provides large amounts of expert-informed speculation on the future of both the EU and UK and which is both
stimulating and anxiety-inducing.' -Professor Richard Whitman, Head of School, Professor of Politics and International Relations, Director of
the Global Europe Centre, University of Kent
Treaties with Native American groups in the Pacific Northwest have had profound and long-lasting implications for land ownership, resource
access, and political rights in both the United States and Canada. In The Power of Promises, a distinguished group of scholars, representing
many disciplines, discuss the treaties' legacies. In North America, where treaties have been employed hundreds of times to define relations
between indigenous and colonial societies, many such pacts have continuing legal force, and many have been the focus of recent, highstakes legal contests. The Power of Promises shows that Indian treaties have implications for important aspects of human history and
contemporary existence, including struggles for political and cultural power, law's effect on people's self-conceptions, the functions of stories
about the past, and the process of defining national and ethnic identities.
How can we know a country, such as the United States or China, is revisionist, that is, whether it intends to upset the international order?
What motivates states to act the way they do? Contesting Revisionism focuses on a particular kind of motivation inclining a state to challenge
the existing norms, rules, and institutions of international order: revisionism. The authors offer a critique of the existing discourse on
revisionism and investigate the origin and evolution of the foreign policy orientations of revisionist states in the past. Furthermore, they
introduce an ensemble of indicators to discern and compare the extent of revisionist tendencies on the part of contemporary China and the
United States. Questioning the facile assumption that past episodes will repeat in the future, they argue that "hard" revisionism relying on war
and conquest is less viable and likely in today's world. Instead, "soft" revisionism seeking to promote institutional change is more relevant and
likely. Focusing on contemporary Sino-American relations, they conclude that much of the current discourse based on power transition theory
is problematic. A dominant power is not inevitably committed to the defense of international order, nor does a rising power always have a
revisionist agenda to challenge this order. The transformation of international order does not necessarily require a power transition between
China and the US., nor does a possible power transition necessarily augur war. After developing the concept of revisionism both theoretically
and empirically, they conclude with a series of policy recommendations for enhancing international stability and diminishing tension in SinoAmerican relations.

Argues that rising powers challenge international order when their status ambitions seem to be unjustly and permanently
blocked.
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As the world shifts away from the unquestioned American hegemony that followed in the wake of the Cold War, the
United States is likely to face new kinds of threats and sharper resource constraints than it has in the past. However, the
country's alliances, military institutions, and national security strategy have changed little since the Cold War. American
foreign and defense policies, therefore, should be assessed for their fitness for achieving sustainable national security
amidst the dynamism of the international political economy, changing domestic politics, and even a changing climate.
This book brings together sixteen leading scholars from across political science, history, and political economy to
highlight a range of American security considerations that deserve a larger role in both scholarship and strategic decisionmaking. In these chapters, scholars of political economy and the American defense budget examine the economic engine
that underlies U.S. military might and the ways the country deploys these vast (but finite) resources. Historians illuminate
how past great powers coped with changing international orders through strategic and institutional innovations. And
regional experts assess America's current long-term engagements, from NATO to the chaos of the Middle East to the
web of alliances in Asia, deepening understandings that help guard against both costly commitments and short-sighted
retrenchments. This interdisciplinary volume sets an agenda for future scholarship that links politics, economics, and
history in pursuit of sustainable security for the United States - and greater peace and stability for Americans and nonAmericans alike.
In this thought-provoking book, Bertrand Badie argues that the traditional paradigms of international relations are no
longer sustainable, and that ignorance of these shifting systems and of alternative models is a major source of
contemporary international conflict and disorder. Through a clear examination of the political, historical and social
context, Badie illuminates the challenges and possibilities of an ‘intersocial’ and multilateral approach to international
relations.
A vision of contemporary China from the inside, Xu's essays offer a liberal reaction to the complexity of China's rise.
Insider accounts of how policymakers reacted to dramatic developments in recent history.
This book facilitates exchanges between scholars and researchers from around the world on China-Eurasia relations.
Comparing perspectives and methodologies, it promotes interdisciplinary dialogue on China’s pivot towards Eurasia, the
Belt and Road initiative, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Beijing’s cooperation and arguments with India, the
EU, Western Balkans and South Caucasus states and the Sino-Russian struggle for multipolarity and multilateralism in
Eurasia. It also researches digitalization processes in Eurasia, notably it focuses on China's Silk Road and Digital
Agenda of Eurasian Economic Union. Multipolarity without multilateralism is a dangerous mix. Great power competitions
will remain. In the Asian regional system more multilateral cushions have to be developed. Scholars from different
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nations including China, India, Russia, Austria, Armenia, Georgia, United Arab Emirates and Montenegro introduce their
own, independent research, making recommendations on the developments in China-Eurasia relations, and
demonstrating that through joint discussions it is possible to find ways for cooperation and for ensuring peaceful
coexistence. The book will appeal to policymakers and scholars and students in Chinese, Eurasian, International and
Oriental Studies.
A path-breaking collection of essays by cutting-edge authors that reassess the Cold War since the fall of communism.
World orders are increasingly contested. As international institutions have taken on ever more ambitious tasks, they have
been challenged by rising powers dissatisfied with existing institutional inequalities, by non-governmental organizations
worried about the direction of global governance, and even by some established powers no longer content to lead the
institutions they themselves created. For the first time, this volume examines these sources of contestation under a
common and systematic institutionalist framework. While the authority of institutions has deepened, at the same time it
has fuelled contestation and resistance. In a series of rigorous and empirically revealing chapters, the authors of
Contested World Orders examine systematically the demands of key actors in the contestation of international
institutions. Ranging in scope from the World Trade Organization and the Nuclear Non-proliferation Regime to the
Kimberley Process on conflict diamonds and the climate finance provisions of the UNFCCC, the chapters deploy a
variety of methods to reveal just to what extent, and along which lines of conflict, rising powers and NGOs contest
international institutions. Contested World Orders seeks answers to the key questions of our time: Exactly how deeply
are international institutions contested? Which actors seek the most fundamental changes? Which aspects of
international institutions have generated the most transnational conflicts? And what does this mean for the future of world
order?
Debate surrounding "China's rise," and the prospects of its possible challenge to America's preeminence, has focused on two
questions: whether the United States should "contain" or "engage" China; and whether the rise of Chinese power has inclined
other East Asian states to "balance" against Beijing by alignment with the United States or ramping up their military expenditures.
By drawing on alternative theoretic approaches—most especially "balance-of-threat" theory, political economic theory, and theories
of regime survival and economic interdependence, Steve Chan is able to create an explanation of regional developments that
differs widely from the traditional "strategic vision" of national interest. He concludes that China's primary aim is not to match U.S.
military might or the foreign policy influence that flows from that power, and that its neighbors are not balancing against its rising
power because, in today's guns-versus-butter fiscal reality, balancing policies would entail forfeiting possible gains that can accrue
from cooperation, economic growth, and the application of GDP to nonmilitary ends. Instead, most East Asian countries have
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collectively pivoted to a strategy of elite legitimacy and regime survival based on economic performance.
During the 1990s, a new paradigm for power sector reform was put forward emphasizing the restructuring of utilities, the creation
of regulators, the participation of the private sector, and the establishment of competitive power markets. Twenty-five years later,
only a handful of developing countries have fully implemented these Washington Consensus policies. Across the developing
world, reforms were adopted rather selectively, resulting in a hybrid model, in which elements of market orientation coexist with
continued state dominance of the sector. This book aims to revisit and refresh thinking on power sector reform approaches for
developing countries. The approach relies heavily on evidence from the past, drawing both on broad global trends and deep case
material from 15 developing countries. It is also forward looking, considering the implications of new social and environmental
policy goals, as well as the emerging technological disruptions. A nuanced picture emerges. Although regulation has been widely
adopted, practice often falls well short of theory, and cost recovery remains an elusive goal. The private sector has financed a
substantial expansion of generation capacity; yet, its contribution to power distribution has been much more limited, with efficiency
levels that can sometimes be matched by well-governed public utilities. Restructuring and liberalization have been beneficial in a
handful of larger middle-income nations but have proved too complex for most countries to implement. Based on these findings,
the report points to three major policy implications. First, reform efforts need to be shaped by the political and economic context of
the country. The 1990s reform model was most successful in countries that had reached certain minimum conditions of power
sector development and offered a supportive political environment. Second, countries found alternative institutional pathways to
achieving good power sector outcomes, making a case for greater pluralism. Among the top performers, some pursued the full set
of market-oriented reforms, while others retained a more important role for the state. Third, reform efforts should be driven and
tailored to desired policy outcomes and less preoccupied with following a predetermined process, particularly since the twenty-firstcentury century agenda has added decarbonization and universal access to power sector outcomes. The Washington Consensus
reforms, while supportive of the twenty-first-century century agenda, will not be able to deliver on them alone and will require
complementary policy measures
The book explores how technological competition is linked to the geopolitical contest between the US and China, and why Europe
and the European Union (EU) have become involved in this competition for technological supremacy. China’s political and
economic rise, the concurrent US withdrawal from the region, and the rise of new technologies such as 5G, and AI creates a new
and more unstable geopolitical environment in the region. In addition, the EU, far from being a global player, finds it increasingly
difficult to play a leading role. The book analyses the nature of the ultimate goal of technological competition between the United
States and China and shows how and why did the EU become the centre of this struggle. The author argues that the EU has
become the new battlefield of the technological struggle since wealthy societies in the EU make this competition attractive and
profitable to both the US and China. By shedding light on the geopolitical motivations of China and the question of whether the US
can contain China’s advance in this domain, the book will be of interest to practitioners in the fields of international relations and
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political science as well as policymakers and analysts employed by diplomatic services, multilateral organizations, and nongovernmental organizations.
In recent years, the role of religion in the study and conduct of international affairs has become increasingly important. The essays
in this volume seek to question and remedy the problematic neglect of religion in extant scholarship, grappling with puzzles,
issues, and questions concerning religion and world affairs in six major areas. Contributors critically revisit the "secularization
thesis," which proclaimed the steady erosion of religion's public presence as an effect of modernization; explore the relationship
between religion, democracy, and the juridico-political discourse of human rights; assess the role of religion in fomenting,
ameliorating, and redressing violent conflict; and consider the value of religious beliefs, actors, and institutions to the delivery of
humanitarian aid and the fostering of socio-economic development. Finally, the volume addresses the representation of religion in
the expanding global media landscape, the unique place of religion in American foreign policy, and the dilemmas it presents.
Drawing on the work of leading scholars as well as policy makers and analysts, Rethinking Religion and World Affairs is the first
comprehensive and authoritative guide to the interconnections of religion and global politics.
Shaper Nations provides perspectives on the national strategies of eight countries that are shaping global politics in the twenty-first
century. The volume’s authors offer a unique viewpoint: they live and work primarily in the country about which they write, bringing
an insider’s feel for national debates and politics.
US foreign policy in the Middle East has for the most part been shaped by the eruption of major crises that have revealed the
deficiency in and bankruptcy of existing consensus and conceptions. Crises generate a new set of ideas to address the roots of
the crisis and construct a new reality that would best serve US interests. Further, crises stimulate new ideological and ideational
debates that de-legitimate existing practices and prevailing ideas. Yakub Halabi analyzes the way ideas and conceptions have
guided US foreign policy in the Middle East, the erection of institutions through which these ideas were brought into practice, and
the manner in which these ideas became obsolete and were modified by new ideas. The selection of crises examined is
persuasive and provides a critical lens to observe important turning points in American foreign policy.
Nigeria, despite being the African country of greatest strategic importance to the United States, remains poorly understood.
Leading expert John Campbell explains why Nigeria, projected to have the world's third-highest population by 2050, is so
important to understand in a world of jihadi extremism, corruption, oil conflict, and communal violence.
A wide-ranging rethinking of the many factors that comprise the making of American Grand Strategy. What is grand strategy?
What does it aim to achieve? And what differentiates it from normal strategic thought--what, in other words, makes it "grand"? In
answering these questions, most scholars have focused on diplomacy and warfare, so much so that "grand strategy" has become
almost an equivalent of "military history." The traditional attention paid to military affairs is understandable, but in today's world it
leaves out much else that could be considered political, and therefore strategic. It is in fact possible to consider, and even reach, a
more capacious understanding of grand strategy, one that still includes the battlefield and the negotiating table while expanding
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beyond them. Just as contemporary world politics is driven by a wide range of non-military issues, the most thorough
considerations of grand strategy must consider the bases of peace and security--including gender, race, the environment, and a
wide range of cultural, social, political, and economic issues. Rethinking American Grand Strategy assembles a roster of leading
historians to examine America's place in the world. Its innovative chapters re-examine familiar figures, such as John Quincy
Adams, George Kennan, and Henry Kissinger, while also revealing the forgotten episodes and hidden voices of American grand
strategy. They expand the scope of diplomatic and military history by placing the grand strategies of public health, race, gender,
humanitarianism, and the law alongside military and diplomatic affairs to reveal hidden strategists as well as strategies.
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